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FREE NATIONAL NORMAL SCHOOLS FOR YOUNG
WOMEN.,

THE following MeMoRIAL was first brought before
Congress in 1853-54, It was very favorably received,
and would have been acted on had not other bills,
asking appropriations of public lands been defeated
orvetoed. Those lands were then considered pledged
for the public credit. The passage of the © Homesfead
Bill* having virtually opened the public domains to
private settlers, there seems now no hindrance to
plans that aim to raise the eondition and character
of those industrious pioneers, in the now unoceupied
region where the American Flag is to protect the
citizens of the United States. NMoreover, as the bill
for endowing ‘“ Agricultural Colleges® has provided
aids for the pursuits of men, will not Congress fur-
nish also facilities for the benefit of womenl We
trust in the wisdom and patriotism of American
Statesmen to decide this important question, and
submit the following in the name of the Women of
the United States :—

MEMORIAL

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representa-
tives tn Congress assembled.

There are now more than fwo millions of children
in our country destitute of the opportunity of edu-
cation, demanding sixty thousand teachers to supply
them at the same ratio as is common in our best
educated sections, we respectiully beg to call your
attention to these considerations :—

1. That, while the Great West, California, and the
wide ocean invite young men to wealth and adven-
ture, and while the labors of the school-room offer
80 little recompense or honor, the sixty thousand
teachers needed eannot be obtained from their ranks;
and, therefore, the young women of our country mns\e.
beeome teachers of the common schools, or these must
be given up.

2. That the reports of common sgchool education
prove women are the best teacherg, and that in those
States where education is most prosperous the ave-
rage of these teachers to that of the other sex is as
Jive to one.

3. That while, as a general rule, women are not
expected to support families, nor to pay from their
earnings to support the State, they ean afford to
teach for & smaller compensation fhan men; and,
therefore, funds bestowed to educate vouse wosex
gratuitously will in the end prove a measure of wise
economy, and at the same time will tend to render
education more universal and more elevated by secur-
ing the best class of teachers at a moderate expense,

4. That those most willing to teach are chiefly found
in the industrial elass, which as yet has received few
favors from National or State Legislatures,

5. That providing such gratuitous advantages for
women to act as educators will secure a vast number
of well-educated teachers, not by instituting a class
of celibates, but by employing the unoccupied energics
of thousands of young women from their school-days
to the period of marriage, while, at the same time,
they will thus be qualifying themselves for the most
arduous duties of their future domestie relations.

In view of these consideratione, your memorialists
petition that TEN MILLIONS OF ACRES OF THE PUE-
LIC NATIONAL DOMAINS be set apart to endow at
least one Free National Normal School in every State
for the gratuitous education of youxG woMEN.

These institutions could be modelled and managed
in each State to suit the wishes of the inhabitants,
and young ladies of every section would be trained
as instructors for children in their own vicinity;
this would be found of immense advantage in the
‘States where schools have hitherto been neglected.

‘While such vast portions of the national domains
are devoted to national aggrandizements or physieal
advantages, we humbly petition that a moderate
share may be conferred to benefit the daughters of
our Republie, and thus at the same time to provide
educators for two millions of ils most neglected
children,

NATIONAL NORMAL SCHOOLS
AND SEMINARIES OF HOUSEHOLD BCIENCE FOR YOUNG
WOMEN,

ANOTHER PLAN.

ConGrESss has wisely donated public lands to ever
State in the Union that would establish an Agricul-
tural College for young men., Thus our soil is to be
cultivated on seientific prineiples. Is not science as
necessary in perfecting the art of making good bread
asg it i3 in raising good wheat?

On the right ordering of houscholds depend the
health and comfort, the improvement and enjoyment
of every human being. Does not the lady who pre-
sitdes over the duties and destinies of family life
require the aid of a thorough education, mcnmi’ly ay
well as morally, in order to be capable of using her
faculties to the best advantage?

The great design of these * Schools of Educational
and Household Sciences’” would be twofold :—

1st. To qualify young women for Teachers in Com-
mon or Free Schools,

2d. To train a competent band of young women
and girls thoroughly to comprehend the nature and
the requirements of all the occupations usually de-
signated as womanly,

These subjects to be taught through leetures and
practical lessons by competent and intellizent in-
structors, ete. The plan would require an arrange-
ment on the family system, to be presided over by
husband and wife as co-regents, A farm or grounds
that allowed all the operations of Home Life in the
country to be earried on, the dairy, cookery in all ita
branches, the laundry ’ihc eare of poultry, of the
garden, kitchen, as well as flowers, plain gewing in
all its ’branchcs, and, so far as possible, the care of
the sick and whole economy of the household to
be studied and understood.  The accomplishments
might be voeal musie, dancing, calisthenics, riding
on horsebaclk, swimming, skating. The Schools,
normal and preparatory, to give each scholar who
eontinued through the course of four years, a tho-
rough English edueation. And the erowning grace
of these schools would be the pure Gospel principles
of Christian morals and of life devoted to worthy
aims and good works which the minds of these pupils
would imbibe. KEvery young woman there trained
would learn to serve God and her country, to love
her home and the duties that malke the beauty, the
happiness, and the glory of home. She would go
I'ortﬁ from such a geminary an accomplished teacher
of this useful knowledge, and Schools of Domestic
Seience would goon adorn and bless our land, all
aiming to inerease the sum of human happiness, by
improving home life, and thus exalting the position
of woman while enlarginf her sphere of usefulness,

The statesmen and philosophers of Great Britain
are taking thought and action on the enlarged intel-
lectual culture of their educated women. Britich
authoresses hold already a higher relative position
compared with literary men than feminine geniuns in
Ameriea has yet reached. And now, Lord Brougham,
the patriarch of edueational reforms, is urging that
the universities should be open to women whao wish
to pass an examination in languages and mathema-
tics and receive degrees if found qualified, The
University of Cambridge is thus opened,

John Ruskin, in one of his educational works
places a higher estimate on the intellectual as well
as the moral powers of women than of mén, and says
that, in the education of a young lady, *all such
knowledge should be given to her as may enable her
to understand and even to aid the work of man.”?
Ruskin has, himself, been delivering lectures on
Natural Seience to classes of young girls.

Will American statesmen allow the great advan-
tages of educated feminine talent to be thus pre-
dominating in England whilst no publie provision
is made here for the instruction of young women
except in the elementary forms of the common
achools? .

We appeal to the generosity and to the justice of
Congress. The plans and suggestions above are only
offered to awaken the minds of wise legislators, and
induce them to consider the subject of popular edu-
eation in its national aspects, and we cannot but
hope that this the Fortieth Congress will show the
world that the Ameriean government is as ready to
offer education, the best gift of the Republie, to its
daughters as to its sons,





