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Tae Foop or Humsmrse-Bips.—The following
interesting account of the food of humming-birds
appeared a short time sinee in a New York paper:—

“In June last I happened to be visiting at a house
in Pleasant Valley, Erie County, Pa, One fine
morning I was sitting in his doorway, looking out
upon a neat flower-zarden, when I noficed a number
of beautiful humming—bin’la, flitting from flower to
flower, busy at their breakfast. Calli ngmy host’s at-
tention to them, I remarked that I hiad seen the ques-
tion of their food made a disputed point somewhere
in print., It was denied that they took honey from
the flowers, and asserted that they found in them
minute insects, on which they fed. My friend,
thou%h a _close observer, was not certain on the
point, and it was proposed to satisfy ourselves, if
posslfnle, by offering them honey. He stated that he
had eaught humming-birds often, and thought he
could do so again. It may be well to observe that
the morning was still, and that a heavy dew lay
upon the ground. Some honc‘g was taken upon a
case-knife, and we walked out upon the boarded
paths between the flower-beds. Very soon one of
the little fellows, a perfect beauty, one of those
with fthe many-colored, changeable throat, which
aparkles so like a jewel, perched himself upon a
board’s edge, seeming much fatizued. My friend ob-
served that he was wet and heavy with the dew,
and could not fly so long at a time as usual, We
neared him once or twiee, when he flew away, but
at last he suffered us to 'i-?t near enough to thrust
the honey into his face. ig bill touched it, but he
was apparently perfectly ignorant of the nature of
the substance. Again and again did we press our
kind attentions; his little eye was seemingly ‘on
the coast of Greenland,’ and a very speculative eve
it was too, clear and knowing. His black and shin-
ing bill was shaped like a cobbler’s pegging-awl.
We were about to acknowledge that a humming-
bird did not know or care anything about honey,
when it occurred to the one or the other of us to
offer him some on a stick, instead of a knife, We
had gearcely done so when his eye chadged its far-
off look, and running out from his bill something
which looked like an exceedingly fine and narrow
piece of white tape, he inserted it'into the tempting
Tuidy and sucked away more like a ]mng;y little pig
than anything clse we could think of. The tongue
was put out from the bill nearly, if not quite, the
len?th of the bill itself. It was a pretty sight. The
little fellow worked with a will, and seemed per-
feetly at home. He satisfied himself, and assuming
an aﬁ' of comfort that would have done credit toan
alderman, spent a few seconds in composing his
thoughts, then away he went without so mueh asa
thank you, We went into the house perfectly con-
vinced that humming-birds do feed on honey,

To Aurnors.—We find it necessary to adopt the
following rules: When a MS. is sent the same num-
ber of gtamps required to pay ite postage to us must
be inclosed in the letter accompanying it for ifs re-
turn. MSS. sent withouta letter of advice are never
read. If stamps are not sent, we will not hold our-
selves responsible for the return of the MS. We find
the akove rule necessary, as it takes much of our
waluable time to hunt up for return rejected MS.

PHILADELFPHIA AGENCY.

Aporess “Tashion Editress, eare L. A, Godey,
Philadelphia.” Mrs. Hale is not the Fashion Edi-
tress.

No order attended to unless the cash accompa-
nies it.

All persons requiring answers by mail mustsend
a post-office stamp ; and for all arficles that are to
be sent by mail, stamps must be sent to pay return
postage.

Be particular, when writing, to mention the town,
county, and State you reside in, Nothing can be
made out of post-marks.

Any person making inquiries to be answered in
any partienlar number must send their request at
least two months previous to the date of publication
of that number,

Miss I).—3Sent articles December 19th.
V.—Sent ialr-pin 20th.
—Sent artieles 21st, |
Mrs. I, L.—Sent articles by Adams’s express 2447,
Mrs. J. ¥, M.—Sent articles by Adams’s express
24th. <
;t\[lss B. A. P.—Sent articles by Adams’s express
1

1.
qus. I. W. J.—%Sent articles by Adams’s express
24th.
Mrs., H, O.—Sent hair jewelry B4th,
Mrs, W, L, (.—Sent hair erimpers 24th,
er-flisa AL W.—Sent kid gloves by Kinsley’s expre:s
th.
~ IMiss R, H.—Sent kid gloves by Kinsley’s express
28

N
(. H—Sent lead comb 28th.

Mrs. B, L. W.—Sent lead comb, 25th,
Mrs, B, D.—Sent article 28th,

A, M.—Sent patterns 28th,

M, ©., Jr.—Sent hair crimpers 23th.
Dlrs. P, S, T.—=ent patterns 28th.

. B.—Sent articles by Adams’s express 4th,

Miss E. B. B.—Sent articles 4th.,

Mus. 8, 5.—Sent articles 4th,

tﬂim. N. G.—Sent articles by Harnden’s express
4th,

I, I'.—Sent articles by Howard’s express 7th,

L. O.—Sent zephyr by Harnden’s express 7th.

Miss A. A, O.—Sentjewelry Oth.

Mrs, T, 5. O.—Sent patterns Oth,

Miss J. L. B.—Sent patterns 9th,

Mrs. A, B.—Sent patterns 0th.

I, J. T.—Sent articles by Adams’s express 0th.

DMiss E, B.—Sent rubber gloves by Adams's ex-
press 16th.

Mrs. N. R. ¥.—Sent pattern 17th.

Mrs. M, R. C,.—Sent pattern 17th,

0. A, H—3Sent pattern 17th.

DMrs. J. R.—Sent pattern 17th,

¥. J. O.—Sent gloves 21at.

Miss N. U, R.—Sent articles 21st.

Jolly.—Neither by research or inquiry ean we find
that the word is used in any other sense than that
given in Webster’s Dictionary.

L. C. 1., and many others are kindly thanked for
the sponge-cake receipts. So many receipis have
been sent us that we have not been able to publis)
all of them,

Frances H.—We are troubled the same way. Itis
an accompaniment of winter. You give thé reason
yourself why they arered. India-rubber gloves are
#2.50 per pair; with gauntlets, $3.50,

Fanny.—We are surprised. Itreads: * Excepttha
¥el-tl’e Boiling be—Filling the Tea-pot spoils the

en.’

Mrs. B, W.—Mix common mustard with terragon
viregar.

ML D., Fayette, Mo.—You sent no stamp for an-
swer; nor do you siy when you saw any reference
to the articles you mentiou, whether within & year
or twenty years,

D. knows as much as we do about it. Advertisers
do not eommunicate to us the secrets of the articles
advertised. We presume it is all it is reputed to be,

A Subseriber,—This is not a very distinetive ac-
dress, considering that we have 150,000 of them.
Your question cannot be answered. It is a frade,
and we cannot penetrate into the secrets of it. A
currier in the first place operates on the skin, and
the coloring is the business of another trade,

Fushions,

NOTICE TO LADY SUBSCRIBERS,

Havina had frequent applieations for the purchase
of jewelry, millinery, ete., by Iadies living at a dis-
tance, the Editress of the Fashion Department will
hereafter execute commissions for any who may
desire it, with the charge of a small percentage for
the time and research required. Spring and autumn
bonnets, materials for dresses, jewelry, envelopes,
hair-work, worsteds, children’s wardrobes, mantil-
Ias, and mantelets, will be chosen with a yview to
economy as well as taste; and boxes or pnckages
forwarded by express to any part of the country,
For the last, distinet directions must be given.

Ovrders, accompanied by checks for the proposed expen-
diture, to be addressed to the cave of L. A. Godey, Eig;.




