Buitors Gable.

VICTORIA'S BOOK.*

A 5w sensation for the reading publie will be fonnd
in this volume from the heart and head, if not the haud
of a living and reigning queen' And, what is of more
fmportance, it shows Vietoria as a woman worthy of hold-
ing, as she does, the mighticst sceptre, considered inall
its influences, that now sways the world.

This remarkable book deals with personages of royal
blood and regal power; with the highest ranks of officials
in great kingdoms; with princes and nobles, lords aud
ladies, who are familiar guests in quoens’ palaces ] and
yet tiie story it tells is so natural in its simplicity of feel-
ings and affections, that its truth and tenderness will
touch and sway the best impulses of every reader. It
shows pietures of human nature so noble in aspirations
fur the good, go true and pure in love, and so lofty in
ideals of duty, that it must become a standard work in
our family literature among all classes of people who
love and honor virtues that exalt a nation,

For yonng mon and women it should be a favorite
study. The character of Prince Albert, the hero of the
history, is a model of excellence in real life that no ex-
amples of romaunce heross can parallel. And then itis
not a fanciful or unattainable excellence set before the
world. Albert’s noble resolveto do good in his life-work,
and his patient perseverance in duty, by which he won
the highest renown of humen greatness—the title of
¢ Albert the Good ;' these opportunities of resolve and
action are open to every boy and young wan in the United
States. In American homes, be they ever so lowly, the
princely virtnes of truth, patience, self-denial, and per-
severance in the right, may flud room, and scope, and
reward.

Queen Victoria, also, in her home-life, so far ns revealed
#he aim of the book is to portray her *“dear Albert," not
Lersolf), is & beautiful example for all young wives. In
yeverence for her husband and submission to his will as
head of the household, we see the divine root of domestic
peace and mutual love in the royal family. They lived
in conformity with God’s law of marriage; the husband
gave honor to his wifeand loved her as himself; the wife
loved, obeyed, and reverenced her husbaud; this made
the perfect confidence of their conjugal affection, the hap-
piness that no royal rank or earthly splendor could have
conferred.

In such a marringe union the good promoted in each
other by the faithfulness of both in duty, exalts the tender
affections and private virtues into ennobling influences on
social life and national character. Such marriage unions
chould be therale in America, where the highest great-
pess that moral virtue and material wealth can reach may
te won. So e will give examples from this royal boolk
for onr republican sovereigns and the young queens of
American society.

Our selections will be from the story of the Royal woo-
ing, wedding, and the first year of married life. Those
wiio read the book (we shounld like to place it in every
American home) will find much interest in the early years

# ¢ Queen Victoria’s Memoirs of the Prince Censort.”
Harpers. See Literary Notices, page 440.
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of the Prince and also in the development of his manly
character.

THE QUEEX'S OFFER.

On the 9th of October, 1840, the Prince arrived at Wind-
sor, and on the 15th the Queen, having previously com-
municated with Lord Melbourne, offered him Ler hand.
The circumstances are thus narrated :—

“0n the 15th there was an important interruption to
the ordinary routine of the day. The Queen had told
Lord Melbonrue the day befora that she had made np her
mind to the marriage, at which he expressed great satis-
faction, aud he said to her, as her Majesty states in her
journal, *1 think it will be very well received ; for I hear
thit there is an anxiety now that it shonld be, and Tam
very glad of it; adding, in gnite a paternal tone, * Yon
will be much more comfortable; but a swoman cannot
stand alone for any time, in whatever position she may
be, Can we wonder that the Queen, vecalling those cir-
camstances, shonld exelaim, * Alas, alas! the poor Queen
now stands in that painfal position !’

« An intimation was accordingly given to the Prince,
that the Queen wished to speak to him the next day.

“On that day, the 15th, the Prince had been out hunt-
ing early with his brother, but returned at twelve, and
half an hour afterwards obeyed the Queen's summons to
ker room, wihere lie found her alone.  After a few minntes’
conversation on other subjects the Queen told him why
she had sent for him; and we can well nnderstand any
little hesitation and delicacy she may bave felt in doing
s0; for the Queen's position, making it imperative that
auy proposal of marriage should come first from her,
must necessavily appear & painful one to those who, de-
riving their ideas o this subject from the practice of pri-
vate life, are wont to look upon it as the privilege and
bappiness of a woman to have her hand sought in mar-
ringe, instead of having to offar it herself,”

% # * * * * * e

The Quecn thus announces what had occurred, the next

morning, to the King of the Belgians:—

s}y DEarpsT Uxcre: This letter will. T am sure, give
you pleasure, for you have always shown and tiken such
A warm interest in all that eoncerns me. My mind is
quite madeup; and I told Albert this morning of it The
warm affection he showed me on learning this gave me
great plensure.  He scems perfection, and I thiok I have
the prospeet of great happiness before me. [ love him
sonrr than I can say, and shall do everything in my power
to render this sacrifice (for such in my opinion it is) as

small as can be.”
* #* #* * * * *

THE BRIDEGROOM ELECT.

What Prince Albert himself felt on the subject we can
learn from his own letters, He thus wrote to his grand-
mother:—

stThe subject which has oceupied ns so much of late is
at last settled. The Queen =ent for me alone to her room
a fow days ago, aud declared to me in a venuine ontburst
of love and affection (Ergusse von Herzlichketf wnd Licbe),
that [ had gained her whole heart, and would make her
intensoly happy (ubergliicklich) if I would make her the
sacrifice of sharing her life with her, for she said she
looked on it as n sacrifice; the only thing which troubled
her was that she did not think she was worthy of me.
The joyous openness of manner in which she told me this
quite enchanted me, and I was quite carried away by it.
She is really most good and amiable, and 1 am quite sure
Heaven has not given me into evil hands, and that we
ghall he happy together.

¢ Since that moment Vietoria does whatever she fancies
1 should wish or like, and we talk together a great deal
about our future life, which she promises me to make as
happy us possible. O, the future! does it not bring with
it the moment when I shall haveto take leave of my dear,
dear home, and of you? [ cennot think of that without
deep melancholy taking possession of me, It was on the
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15th of October that Vietoria made ma this declaration,
and I have hitherto shrnnk from telling you; but hew
does delay make it better?”

MARRIED LIFE,

“*The First Year of Marriage." The demoanor of Prince
Albert is thus allnded to:—

It must be admitted, however, that eonstantly, unos-
tentatiously, and perseveriugly as e now gave himself
ap to the discharge of his new duties, lie was exposad,
almost during the whole period of his life in this country,
to much misconception and much misrepresentation. Not
for that, however, did he for one moment relax in his
efforts or allow his zeal to flag, in seeking to promote all
that was for the good of the British people. His actions
might be misunderstood, his opinions might be misrepre-
sented (of which there was more than one notable in-
stance). He accepted such injustice as the inevitable lot
of one placed, as he was, in ligh station, trusting surely
to the coming of the time when his motives and actions
wonld be better understood and better appreciated by his
adopted conntry,

““The principle on which he always acted was (to nse
his own noble words) ‘to sink his own individual exist-
auce in that of his wife, to aim at no power by himself or
for himself, to shun all ostentation—to assuma no separato
responsibility before the publie’—but, ‘making his posi-
tion entirely a part of the Queen’s, continually and anx-
iously to watch every part of the public business in order
to be able to advise or assist her at any moment in any
of the multifarious and diffienlt questions brought before
her—sometimes political or social, or personal, as the
natural head of her family ; superintendent of her honse-
hold, manager of her private affuirs, her sole confidentinl
adviser in politics, and only assistant in her communica-
tions with the officers of the government."

THE FIRST BORXN.

When the Princese Royal was born, *for a moment
only,” the Queen says, “ was he disappointed at its being
a daughter and not a sou. During the time the Queen
was laid up his care and devotion,” the Queen records,
“were quite beyond expression.’ He was content to sit
by herin a darkened room, to read to her, or write for
her. A memorandum by her Majesty says:—

“No one but himself ever lifted her from her bed to her
sofa, and he always helped to wheel lier on her bed or
sofit into the next room. For this purpose he would come
instantly, when sent for, from any part of the house. As
years went on, and he beeame overwhelmed with work
{for his attentions wera the same in all the Queen's subse-
quent confinements), this was often done at much incon-
venience to himself, but he ever came with a sweet smile
on his face. ‘In short,’ the Queen adds, ‘his care of her
was like that of a mother, nor could there be a kinder,
wiser, or more judicious nurse,' "

PERSONAL HABITS OF PRINCE ALBERT.

“From the moment of his establishment in the English
palace as the hosband of the Queen, his object was to
Taaintain and, if possible, even raise the character of the
court. With this view he knew that it was not enough
that his own condnet shonld be in truth free from re-
proach—uo shadow of a shade of suspicion should by
possibility attach to it. He knew that in his position
overy action wonld be scanned—not always possibly in
a friendly spirit; that his goings out and comings in
would be watehed, and that in every society, however
Iittle disposed to be censorious, there would always be
found some prone, Were an opening afforded, to exagge-
rate and even to invent stories against him, and to put an
uncharitable construetion ou the moss innocent acts. He,
therefore, from the first, laid down strict, not tosay EBVEre,
rules, for his own guidance. He imposed a degree of
Testraint and self-denial npon his own movements which
conld not have been otherwise than irksome, had he not
been sustained by a sense of the advantage which the
throne would derive from it. He denied himself the
pleasure—which to one so fond as he was of personally
watching and inspecting every lmprovement that wasin
progress, would have been very great—of walking at
will abont town,

“ Wherever he went, whether in a carriage or on horse-
back, he was accompanied by his equerry. He paid no
yisits in general society. His visits were to the studio of

good and benevolent purposes. Wherever a wisit from
him, or his prezence, eould tend to advance the rewl good
of the people, there his horses might be seen waitiug ;
never at the door of mere fashion. Scandal itself eould
take no liborty with his name. He loved to ride throngh
&1l the distriets of London where building and improve-
ments were in progress, more especially when they were
anch as would condnee to the health or recreation of the
working classes: and few, if any, knew =o well, or took
such inferest as he did, in all that was heing done, at any
distance—east, west, north, or south of the great city—
from Vietoria Park to Battersea: from the Regent's Park
to the Crystal Palace, and far beyond. *Ha would fre-
quently return,’ the Queon says, ‘to luncheon ata grest
pace, and would always come throngh the Qneen's dress-
ing-raom, whers she génerally was at that time, with that
bright loving smile with which he ever greeted her, tell-
ing where he had been, what new buildiues he had seen,
what stadios, ete., he had visited. Riding for mere
riding's snke he disliked, and said, * Es ennnyirt mich so’
(1t bores me =0).”

THE LAST THURSDAY OF NOVEMBER.

“Where are the flowers, the fair young fowers, that
Intely sprang and stood

In brighter light and softer airs, a beanteous sisterhood 2

Alas! they all are in their graves; the gentle racs of

flowers

Are lying in their lowly beds, with the fair and good of
onrs,

The rain is falling where they lie; but the eold Novem-
ber rain

Calls not from out the gloomy earth the lovely ones

agnin.”

So sang the American Poet Laureate of nature, But
surely Mr. Bryant conld not thus have given the month
up to melaneholy if he had vecollected the scenes of his
boyhood, and how mirth and charity hold, in our land,
thelr happiest carnival in November., A vision of the
Thanksgiving dinner in his New England home, with
roasted turkeys and pumpkin pies, and the family “round
the board,” would have brightened the gloomiest picture
his fancy could have painted. Next to Christmas, in the
household féstivities, comes

AMERICAN NATIONAL THANKSGIVING-DAY.

The important festival falls this year on the 25th o
November. On that DAY we trust that every household
in our land will have 2 good portion in the feastings and
o grateful heart in the Thanksgivings. Think of the
grand spectacla!

‘Six millions of families gathered together on the last
Fhursday in November, und uniting as one Great Family
Republie, whose States and Territories are all enjoying
this AMERICAN Frstivan or THANEsGIVING-DAY ; i€ not
this a spectacle to move the Old World with admiration
and respect for the domestic, soeial, and religions charue-
teristics of the American nation, as well as to impress the
idea of an invineible moral power in our political institn-
tions?

** No wonder that Americans abroad, wherever they may
bofonnd, are glad and proud to keep this National Thanks-
giving-Day. For years past it has thus been celebrated—
the last Thursday in November—in many cities of Enrope
and Asia, and on board of our Americuil fleets at seq and
in harbor. Our misslonaries in Turkey, India, and China
have kept the day ; and wherever the tidings of appoint-
ment can reach, there this festival will be held, as the
best exponent which American residents in foreign lands
can give the native population of the prosperity and hap-
piness of the American people.”

Moreover, this year is distinguished by a groat enlarge-
ment of onr borders, Walrussia is now American terri-
tory. TFrom the icebergs of the North Pole to the Guif of
Mexico stretches the latitude of onr Republic, while the
two wide oceans wash its eastern and western hordars.
Around this eireuit of half a world the proclamation for
‘& Day of pubdic Thanksgiving' will draw the golden
cord of National Union; and lift up the heart of the
American People in grateful adoration of their Almighty

the artist, to musenuas of art or , Lo insti for

i "





