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TrE taste for floral decorations indoors is
ing. Tnagreat manyhonzos plantsarointroduced weekly
ar bi-weekly, and in nearly tll & more elaborute attempt
at plant decoration iz made on festive occasions, With
some reason we are often extolled for onr gardening, often
proud of it; but the art of arranging plunts to the best
advantage cannot be said to have arrived at its elimax
amongst ns. The French do it better, though they may
nob grow thelr plants so well, Haorticnltarists are in the
habit of despising French gardening, though o visit to the
magnificent nursery establishment of the city of Parie, in
the Avenne d'Eylau, would speedily nudeceive them, as
would an fnspection of Parisian parks, public gardens,
squires, avenues, etc., in summer.. This great establish-
ment at Passy, the largest nursery or propigating estab-
lishment [ Linyve ever seen, is not only nsed fur the increase
and protection of nearly three mitlion of plants, which it
annnally furnishes to the various gardens in and arvound
Paris, at an average cost of about two centimes npiece,
but also for the caltnre of an immense number of plants
for the decoration of the halls of la ville de Paris. Ten
thonsand plants are sometimes remoyed from Passy to the
Hitel de Ville to decorate it for & single occasion, and
many of these are large palms and plaunts of noble habit.
The way these are arranged is so satisfactory, and the
effect produead so charming, that & short description may
prove interesting to such of your readers as take an inte-
rest in the matter.

At the last ball of the season at the Hotel de Ville this
most desivable combination was better attained than I
have ever sean it elsewhere, and particularly in one
charming groop to the right on enterivg. It was ar-
ranged against a high and large mirrored recess, the sides
of which were covered with a gilt wooden trallis coversd
with actificial ivy, ete., which looked very well indeed
behind the living plants. At each side were placed very
tall plants of graceful and dignified Labit, particularly
aonspicnons being the common sngarcans (Siccharam
officinaram). which threw its tall arching leaves boldly
above the group, and contrasted charmingly with the tall
sPecimen camellias and the ordinary conservatory vere-
fation that wers placed beneath it. Near it a slender
palm or two, and then a few of such things ns Ficus
elastica, some dwarf palms in the way of Thrinax, useful
exceedingly for decorative purpozes, and flually, at the
base of the group, dwarf lowering plants, from hyacinths
to Spiviea prassifolia 0. pl.—a charming hardy shrab,
which forces well and early. But instead of being loosely
or carelessly grouped, #s is nsually the case, thess were
50 closely placed that healthy vegetation and fresh flowers
alone were visible or suggested, the pots, or anything
elsa that would suggest the artificial conditions nnder
ich the plants are produced, being kept carefully out
sight by very close placing of the specimens, aud by
surronnding the whole with o dwarf gilt wooden trellis,
and patting green fresh Lycopodinm into the interstices,
These two side groups wera very tastefnlly done, and
wonld have been things of beanty in themselves, but they
wera united by a charming bank of Primulas gradually
rising from the floor fa front to & height of aboue four feet
at the back against the mirror, These Primulas looked
as if growing natorally ont of & bank of-young fresh
grass, They were plunged in young healthy Lycopo-
dinm dentienlatum, just so that the lower leaves set
nicoly on the moss. Seatfered in separately over the Ly-
capod nothing conld be more eharming in effeet.

A few days ago I noticed an equally charmiog but
different effect produced by the swme materials io the con-
servatory of the Jardia d’Acelimatation, in the Bois de
Boulogne. The consarvatory thers is very pretily ar-
ranged in the * natural siylo,” and much of its surface
nicaly covered with Lyeopodinm, which is really capible
of affording in the large conservatory all the plensing
‘effect which turf does in the pleasure-ground or flower-

arden, Scated in this tnef near the entrauvce, and in a
ather open glade, was a bed of primnlas—of those Chi-
nesa primulas, of which so many pleasing shades of flower
#re now tobe seen in our greenhonses. Bat toreturn to
tha Hitel de Villa, The effoct of this arrangement of tall

d graceful plants, gradually falling down throngh or-

inary greenhonse or conservitory decorntion to the dwarf
and pretty primulas aond forced tulips, ete., was most
charming from any position, especially from the graot
stairease, which the group faced. This staireaso was also
bordered with o beautiful array of plants, well grown, as
are most things in the great garden at Passy, but for their
heauty of effect chicfly indebted to gouvd arrangement.
Here, from the position, tall and graceful plants with
arching leaves, conid not well be placed in the narrow
border, and few things larger than the malinm-sized Ca-

rapidly grow-

mellias were used, thongh not a few of them of great
grice, These were chiefly of the Dracienn family—one
which cannot be too strongly recominended to yourreaders
as most n=eful for the houose, the conservatory, or the
flowor-garden in summer. It is very much grown in
France, and seems as popular as a decorative plant liere
in private honses as in large gardens. Almost every
member of the family is worth growing, from olegar
gracills to young plints of the Diagon tree of Tenerifiy
(Dracana Draco), or the beautifolly colored kinds in thi
way of terminalis that have lately been brought froin
their native islands in the Soath Sea. They are at afl
times available for placing among flowering plants, and
never fail to impart grace and varied beauty to such,
Nothing could be more charming the two lines of
vegotation which lined this staives Camellias fall of
bloom among the taller plants, then an odd oue of those
dwarf palms which must some day be grown extensively
in our gardens, with here and thers a spike of Gesnerin,
or dwarf bush of the white lilae, so much seen in Paris in
winter and early spring, the whole edged densely with
Cinerarias, Primulas, ete., but these in every case mixed
with verdure and gracernl foliage, and the whole edged
off with moss and Lycopodinm, and gilt trellis rockwork
about o foot high inclosing pots and moss, which trelli-
work was fustened behind the pots for the oceasion.

A still more churming effect was produced near tle
great ball-room by placing tall palms, with very graceful
leaves and pendulous leaflets, against opposing pillars,
and letting them arch over, the group being finished off
with flowering plants, and a thin line of plants connect-
ing the pillars and the bolder groups. Of course it is not
every garden that possesses paims with which to produce
effects of this kind, but assuredly it is only by cultivalb-
ing them and plants of somewhat similar habit that we
ean hope to decorate well and gracefally. In the refresh-
ment-room i good many artificinl fowers were used, and
the gilt trellis-work covered with artificial ivy is much
used, and placed behind the liviog plants was o pleasing
effect. It is here and there dotted With artifieial flowers
and fraits, snch as bunches of grapes. Thongh thers are
80 many great conseryatories at Passy, filled with plauts
suitable for decoration, all is not enongh without a little
pardonable deceit. In midwinter,.instead of sendimg
things when there was auy chance of their suffering, they
make very handsome specimen pyramidal Jaurels, bays,
ey presses, and ill sorts of handsome evergréens, by cut=
ting off boughs from healthy plantations, tying thém
tastefully and firmly to a strong, straight stake, and then
inserting that in a pot, and filling the pot with a sorl of
mortar which hardens and keeps the *‘handsome ever-
green’’ in an ereet state till it is removed. OF course tha
visitors to the Hotel de Ville know nothing of this, nor
should T did I not notice a gronp of such at Passy. thrown
aside after having done duty at a previous ball. The way
they make the most of the camellin blooms may also
prove worthy of note. It is not always possiblo to have
plenty of flowers on the best specimens of camellias, and
in any case there are always plenty of flowers on plants
in the nursery, so they fisten on to each camellia plant a
beauty not its own by attaching the blooms bronght from
Passy. But instead of cutting off several iuehes of tho
stem with the flower, and thereby hurting the plant, as
the best buds or eyes are thoso usnally nnder the flowen,
they simply pull off the flowers, burying them in shallow
boxes; have a lot of slender copper wire cut into pieces a
few inches long at hand, and ronning one end of one
throngh the huck of the flower, twlst it round and fasten
it, attaching the bloom to » camellia plant with the other
end of tho wire, and placing the bloo so that it reposes
naturally on or amidst the leaves at the end of o shoot, If
such contrivances be nseful where they have abundant
resources in the plant way, thoy may bo even ok 80
where there ara but limited collections.

Tae following is very good, coming, as it does, from an
infidel. Voltaire says, abont marriago:—
“The more married men you have the fewer c:rtmg
/1

there will be. BMarriage renders & man more virtuons
mora wise. Anunmarried man is but half of & perfect
ing, aud it vequires the other half to make things rights
and it canoot be expected that in this imperfect state ho
can keep the straight path of rectitude any more than a
boat with ona our, or & bird with ene wing, can keep a
straight conrse.’’

But Mons. Voltaire, o boat with one oar can keep tho
straight path ; as those who have been on the grand canal
at Venice and seen the gondolas rowed witli one oarggan
testify.
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Tre most charming féte of the season has decidedly
heen the children's bull which was given by Mme. Fleary,
the wife of the Emperor’s Grand Eeuyer, Mme., Fleury
lives in the Louvre, and on the evening when this long-
talked-nbout entertainment came off the square conrt of
the Palace was literally ablaze with lights. The doors
were opened at elght, and for two hours the leading
menbers of the French aristocraey now residing in Paris
might be seen ascending the staircase in a eontinous
streamn.

The children to whom the enferfainment was offered
ranged in age from five to twelve, and truly no bouguet of
flowers, composed of lilies and roses, could possibly have
looked prettier and fresher than did this juvenile crowd
of miniature coguetles and bean.

Mme, Fleury’s two little boys, wearing the nniform of
the French Guard doring Louis XV.'s reign, and with
powidered heads, wera stationed at the entrance of the re-
ception-room, and shook hands with, smiled, or kissed
their guests by way of welcome, as their fancy and incli-
nation led them.

It was hoped that the Prince Imperial would have been
present at the ball—indeed, the entertainment had been
postponed more than onge with that expectation—but the
young Prince's health iz at present by no means what'
could be desired, and he is unable to attend any of these
festivities. Among the children who exeited very general
admiration at Mme, Fleury’s were Princess Metternich's
two little girls, The eldest, who inherits her mother’s
bright, intelligont expression of face, personnted a very
piquunte vivandiire, and the yonngest, who has jus' om-
pleted her fifth year, was a cocodefte. My readers aro
probably aware that the ultra-elegantes of 1867 are called
“eocodettes,” The celebrated Worth made this small
toilet, and it would be impossible to describie serionsly
the lnughable manner in which the little girl managed
her long training skirts and waved her miniature fan.
AL Vandal's (the Postmaster-general) ehildren were very
snceessfully got up, the boy us a postman, the girl as a
letter. Mile. Dolfus, granddaughter of the Prefet of the
Seine, was n village bride, a pretty little boy having
been selected as a suitable bridegroom. Mlle, Janvier
appeared as a white eat, Mlle, d'Aulan as Red Riding
Hood, M. Louis Couneaun (the Prince Imperial's great
friend) as a page.

The most popular faney dresses were those in imitation
of the costumes worn daring Louis XV.'s relgn, bat it
almost seemed & pity, in my opinion, to disfigure with
powder so mauy heautiful flaxen hends of hair. Mme.
Flenry did the honors of the féte with charming grace;
she looked on at the dancing with such evident pleasura,
just as if all the children belonged to her own family,
Her portrait, which has lately been hung in the drawing-
room, called for mueh praise, as the toilette in which she
was portrayed had been chosen with more than ordinary
taste. It is always difficult to know how to dress for a
portrait—to select something that will not be eccentric
and yet never look unfashionable, is a knotty problem to
solve; something depends on the artist, but moeh more
of the responsibility lies with the sitter. Cubanel, in this
instance, has painted Mme. Flenry in a black satin dress,
plain and low, with a black velvet sash arranged care-
lessly as o searl upon the skirt, and with & lace and jet
Berfhe round the bodice. The hair is arranged in flat
bandeaux slightly turned from the forehead, and a thick
plait as a corouet is wonnd round the head, As the hair
15 light with golden hue, and very thick, this plain style
shows it off to advantage., The portrait of Mme, Fleury's
great friend—Yiszconntess D.—also appeared to me in
good taste. Imagine a very graceful fair woman, her
halr arranged d U Arfane, with small waved bandeaus in
front and other bandequsr below combed so as to expose
jrortion of the temples; two long corls at the sides mlling
Almost to'the waist; a mass of ringlets, commencing at
the top of the head and falling over a ehigron of thick
plaits pushed high from the nape of the neck. A pearl
gray silk dress, with low square-eut bodice trimmed with
pear-shaped pearls; a plain skict opening at ench side
and discovering a white satin petticoat underneath, and
the openings fastened down with pearls,

Opposrrioy To Hoors,—Miss Lloyd, an Euoglish land-
owner, has given wholesale notice to quil to her tenants
in Caermarthenshire and Pembrokeshire, in consequenco
of their wives and daughters wearing crinoline, a practico
to which she objects.

MepicArn.—It hias been observed that in northern conn-
trlcgr}he cold invariably proceeds to extromities,

Ax English paper, after stating what Eaglishmen can do,
concludes by saying:—

* But there is one thing which baflles all the inventtve
genius of the engineers, mechanies, philosophers, and the
rest of them. They cannot contriva a piece of string or
wire by which passengers in & railway carriage may pall
at the arm of the engine-driver and tell him to stop or
they will be roasted to death., This bafiies them, or ad
least most of the railway divectors say it does, and cen
tainly act as if such were the case.” .

That is a fack; after baving had two Parliamentary
committees sitting npon the subject, they have not yet
decided how it is possible to make the connection.

SoMETHING ABOUT THE ArTan oF Roses,—In a raport to
the British Foreign Ofice the Viece-Consul of Adrianople
gives an account of the rose fields of the villayet of Adrk-
anople, extending over 12,000 or 14,000 acves, and supply-
ing by fur the most important source of wealth in the
district. Thisis the season for picking the roses—from
the latter part of April to the early part of Juce; and at
sunrise the plains look like & vast gavden, full of life and
fragrance, with hundreds of Bulgarian boys and girls
gathering the flowers Into baskets aund sacks, the air inw
pregoated with the delicions scent, and the seene enlivened
by =ongs, dancing, and music, It is estimated that the
rose districts of Adrianople produeced in the season of 1366
about 700,000 miscals of attar of roses (the mizeal baing
1% drachia), the priceaveraging rather more than 75 cents
per miscal, If the weather be cool in spring, avd there
are copious falls of dew and oceasional showers, the erops
prosper, and an abundant yield of oil is secured. The
season in 1866 was so favorable that eight okes of petals
(less than 23 pounds), and in some cases seven okes,
yielded a miscal of oil, If the weather is very hot and
dry it takes double that quantity of petuls. The culturs
of the roge does not entail much troubie or expense. Land
is cheap and moderately taxed. Ina favorable seazona
donum (forty prees squares) well eultivated will prodoce
1000 okes of petals, or 100 miscals of oil, valued at 1500
piasters; the expenses would be abont 540 piasters—
management of the Iand, 55 ; tithe, 150 ; picking, 75; ex-
traction, 200—leaving a net profit of 960 piasters, or about

a0, An average crop generally gives about $25 per
donum clear of all expenses. The oil is extracted from
the petals by the ordinary process of distillation. The
attar is bonght up for foreign markets, to which it passes
through Constantinople and Smyrna, where it is gene-
rally dispatehed to undergo the process of adulteration
with sandal-wood and other oils.

“SWITZERLAND comes out strong in the carving line.
Especially ndmirable is a clock, ornamented by a heron,
the size of life, in the act of defending itself against the
attack of o serpent. The attitude of the bird indicates
terror and conrage, while, with open beak, fiying at a
reptile, it shields its young with an ontstretched wing, it
endeavors to shelter the young bird, which, with the
pluek of its race, likewise is prepared to strike for its life,
The worl is earved from a single bloek of wood., The
lamps, which serve as pendants, spring from a eirele of
long reeds, some of which are broken ; at their base aro
wild ducks and young water fowl, the size of life.”

The above is from an articla upon the Lxposition In
Paris. We copy it for the purpose of giving our conntry-
men visiting Switzerland & word of cauntion. In the first
place, the dealers there take no pains in packing the
goods, and they are mostly received in a damaged state.
Secondly, the wood work won't stund our apariments
that aro warmed by heated air. They split almost imme-
diately. If that clock mentioned aboye, although com-
posed of one pieca of wood, should come to our country,
one winter would try it severely.

Lorn DuxprEARY lins just piven his opinion with re-
gard to that much vexed question — murringe with a
deceased wife's sister.  *[—I think," he suys, ©* marriage
with a detheathed wife's thithter is very proper and yvery
eeonomienl, becanse whena fellah marrieth his detheathed
wife's thithter, he—he hath only one mother-in-law."™

WA A Fre.—Julia: **'Gusta, dear, do see the love of
& bonguet Captain Dash gave me!™ ‘'Gusta (who is a
little jealons): **Yes, dear. it 's vory pretiy.  He offpred
it to me before you came dowu."”
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A oo story is told of an American lady who besieged
the Duke of Buszano (the grand ehamberlain) for an invita-
tion to Eugenie’s Monday night reception—ihe invitations
to which are very diflicult to proenre, as they are ver
select. The Duke resisted some time; the lady persisted,
“0h1" eaid she, *I will put on all my diamonds, and I
am sure the Empress will be glad to see them.' She was
suecessful ; and made her appearance—and such a display
of diamonds had never been seen upon one lndy—whether
it was the dinmonds or the good uature of the Empress,
she is & constant attendant on the Monday night recep-
tions.

Now, we should like to know who was the American

lady who could thus surprise an Empress with diamonds.

A Goon Joxg.—A comical quarrel, says a Parls contem-
porary, took place the other day on a boulevard. A
gentleman roughly accosted a working man, and acensed
him of swindling, ‘‘You sold me,” he said, ‘& pomade
to make my hair grow; see, my head is as smooth as o
piece of leather.,” ‘‘Sir,'"’ answered the vendor of the
ointment, *“you wrong me. There are lunds where the
hest seed won't grow. It is not the fault of the seed; it
is the soil.” The gentleman did not continue the discus-
sion. \

Tae manager of one of the Paris theatres recently re-
quired an ass for a fairy piece. The animal performed
his part with brilliant success for a fortnight. The thir-
teenth night the milkman failed to bring lim. DMessen-
gers were sent; he refused to come. At last the manager
and the authors of the piece went to the milkman to press
him to bring the ass to the theatve. *No gentlomen,"
replied the milkman, “I'm not going to let my jackass
go on the stage again, I did not let father and mother
know that I had introduced our jackass to publie life;
but, Lord &' merey, if everybody in Paris ain't talking
about onr jackass, and all my kinsfolk, even my father-
in-law and mother-in-law, are reproaching me for what
I have done; because, gentlemen, I belong to a respectn-
ble family, and we have never before had eriisis in our
family.’"”

Ix Paris 2 widow of forty-five summers married a young
man aged eighteen, By her first husband she had a son
whose age at the time of her second marriage was twenty-
one. She recently died, and by her will left her fortune
to her son and husband.,  As her husband was not of age,
Lier son was appointed his goardian,

A xew whim of the ladies is reported from Paris. The
alabaster brow and snowy neck are golng out of fashion,
and instead of cosmetics to produee whiteness, ladies are
now dyeing their skin an olive brown tint, in emulation
of the beauties of Spain and Mexico.

Wwno but a Frenchman could ever get off the following ?
Here are a conple of items of gossip:—

The first is from the Court of Assizes. “A young man
was put on trial for killing his father, The President
asked him what was his motive for so atrocious a erime?
I will tell you, Mr. President: I draw this year in the
couseription, and fearing an unlueky number 1 wanted to
be the son of & widow.'"”

The next is from the Police Conrt. “The charge was
that the prisoner had appropriated his brother's gbare in
an estate. * Buf, Mr. Presidont, my brother was in Cali-
fornia.’ *What has that to do with it?' *Mae foil I
was perfectly justified in regardiog him as a distant
relative.’ "’

The third is from the liouse of no less o person than M,
Prudhomme.  *“ He surprised one of his servants not long
ago in the act of reading a letter which was not directed
to him. and execlaimed, indignantly: * Maig! you are
committing an aect of Vandalism, Jean, i€ 1 may venture
to use the expression.’*’

“NaronEoy has requested the artists of Paris not to
work for the presont in the galleries of the Louvre durving
the hours when visitors are admnitted. To compensute
them he has given them permission to enter the galleries
at six in the morning, and to remain until six at night.”

The above is from one of our exchanges. Wa presume
that the visitors are allowed to visit from six at night
until six iu the morning. As theve is no arlificial light
in the Louvre, it seems to us that it will be diflicult to sce
the pictures.

Ax InsEcT THAT I8 * Nor ParricrLAR.”—While roaches
partake largely of the common articles of diet in the ship's
stores, they also rather like books, elothes, boots, soup,
and corks., They are also partial to Incifer-matehes, and
consider the edges of razors and amputating-knives deli-
cate eating. As to drink, these animals exhibit the same
impartiality. Probably they do prefer wines and spirits,
but they can nevertheless drink beer with relish, and
even snit themselves to cireumstances and imbibe water,
either pure or mixed with soap; and if they cannot obtain
wine, they find in ink a very good substitnte. Roaches,
I shonld think, were by no means exempt from the nume-
rous ills that flesh is heir to, apd must at times, like
human epicuves and gourmands, suffer dreadfully from
rhenms and dyspepsia; for to what else can I attribute
their extreme partiality for medicine? “ Every man his
own doctor’ seems to be their motto; and they appear to
attach vo other meaning to the word *‘surgeon® than
gimply something to eat. I speak by experience. Asto
physic, nothing seems to come wroug to them, If patients
on shore were only half as foud of pills and dranghts, I,
for one, should never go to sen.  As to powders, they in-
variably roll themselves bodily in them; and tinetures
they sip all day long. Blistering plaster seems a patent
nostrnm, which they take internally ; for they managed
to use up two onneces of mine in as many weeks, and [
have no doubt it warmed their insides. 1 one night lefo
a dozen blue pilla carelessly exposed on my little table;
soun after I had turned in, I observed the box surrounded
by them; and, being too lazy to get up, I had to submit to

“see my pills walked off within a very few minutes by a

dozen ronches, ench one carrying a pill. I politély in-
formed them that thers was more than a dose for an adunlt
roach in each of these pills; but I rather think they did
not heed the eaution; for the next morning the deck of
my little eabin was strewed with the dead and dying,
some exhibiting all the symptoms of an advanced stage of
mercnrinl salivation, and some still swallowing little
morsels of pill, no doubt on the principle of similic simni-
lile curantur, from which I argue that roaches are
homeopathists, although, had they adopted the other
homoopathie theory first, and taken infinitesimal doses,
they would then have experienced the full benefit of that
noble doctrine, and the medicine, while doing them no
good, would have done them just as little harm,

THE REASON WHY,

SoME go to chureh beeause they 're made to,
And some go there becanse they ‘re paid £o;
Some go to lirt with frivolous girls,

And some to show their ribbons and eurls.

Some go to gossip with their neighbors,
And some as a respite from their labors;
Some go from an ipward sense of duty,
And some from an ontward sense of heanty,

Some go to show new bonnets and clothes,
And some to see their friends and beanx ;
Some go to sing, some go to sleep,

Some go to gaze, and some to weep.

But of all this mixed and thronging erowd,
Who joiu in the response long and loud—
How many of their number on a Sabbath day,
Go there to hear, to leed, and pray?

Martox V. Boxp.

Exrract from a foreign correspondence touching the
Grand Exposition:—

t#Tha German jewelry looks well, even when compared
with the French, and has the reputation of being of purér
quality, as it is certainly cheaper in price by ten or filteen
per ceut, The two chief novelties I remarked were some
beautiful specimens of brooches made of natural butter-
flies, exquizitely preserved, withont the slightest blemish,
the body of course being artificizl, but the wings being
inclosed so admirably enfre dewe glaces, as to make the
casing quite imperceptible at a short distance. - The effect
of these orupnments would be very beautiful if worn in the
hair, as was very fashionable here o year or two since.
T'hey are made chiefly at Lugano, by Artaria. Another
pretty novelty in Swiss jewelry is the mouche-montre, the
smallest watch ever yet manufactured, and placed under
the wings of a beetle, which lift up by a spring to dis-
close the face.”

A wouax named Victue Innocent has been fined in Lon-
don for using nujust weights,





