COSTUME IN ALL AGES.

CostoME and fashion are mot synonymous | number of stones with which the breast-plate

terms, Fashion is often regulated by eaprice,
and its changes are so frequent that we keep a
monthly record of them. The laws that regu-
Jate costume are less mutable; they depend on
the progress of the arts and on the climate and
policy of conntries.

The subjeect of costnme is associated with the
well-being of mankind, and, on a nearer con-
sideration, we shall find it also connected with
very important questions, particularly with
those that relate fo social improvement and to
national liberty.

When, in the eighth century, Charlemagne
passed a law restrieting the working classes to
a certain style of dress, he became the author
of a decree that, while it tended to render the
classes of society stationmary, checked many
noble aspirations. The mind is influenced by
everything that affects the body, and the garb
of servitude produces a corresponding depres-
sion of spirit. In China, the most remarkable
things in the costume of the women are the
shoes, that would only fit the infants of other
nations. But why do they fit the Chinese
women? Because a barbarous policy has de-
creed that the feet of female babes should be
crushed and dwarfed, so that in after life they
may easily be detained prisoners, and never
cujoy freedom of action.

We need say no more, in order to prove the
relation our subject bears to the policy of cov-
ernments.

We perceive that, very shortly after the fall,
the skins of beasts furnished clothing for man-
kind. Very different clothing is, however, men-
tioned before the end of the Book of Genesis;
Dut then we must recollect that this Book re-
cords the events of two thousand years. In
the 37th chapter, we read of the “coat of many
colors™ given by Jasob to Joseph. This leads
us to suppose that the Hebrews had then be-
come acquainted with that art so all-important
to everything that relates to costume, the art
of weaving. In the Book of Exodus, in the
39th chapter, we read of a degree of magnifi-
cence in costume that could hardly be surpassed
by the potentates of the present day. It was
in the sacerdotal robes that this splendor was
displayed. We may form some idea of the
wagnificence of the dress of Aaron, the high
priest, merely from le following record of the

was enriched : ““ And they set in it four rows
of stones. The first row was a sardiug, a topaz,
and a earbunele ; and the second row an emerald,
a gapphire, and a diamond ; and the third row
a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst.”” In the
same chapter, we are made aware of the fact
that embroidery existed at this early period,
for we find it stated—** And they made upon
the hems of the robe pomegranates of blue, and
purple, and scarlet, and twined linen. A bell
and a pomegranate round about the hem of
the robe, and a girdle of fine twined linen, and
blue, and purple, and scarlet, of needle-work,
as the Lord commanded Moses.”’

The Hebrews had probably acquired many of
the arts commected with splendor in apparel
from the Egyptians, during their sojourn with
them ; and, turning from sacred to profane his-
tory, we find it was from the same wonder-work-
ing people that the Greeks, and consequently
the Romans, derived a knowledge of the arts
that civilize the world. Of course they imitated
their masters in costnme as in other particulars,
Classical costume, like that of some eastern
nations of the present day, consists principally
of drapery—formed of the material as it comes
from the loom—thrown gracefully about the
person,

In the beginning of this century, classical
costume was introduced with slight modifica-
tion into England, France, and other Enropu:lil
nations, Tired of the stiffness that characterized
the dress of preceding reigns, the belles wel-
comed a reaction, and the freedom of classical
attire was adopted. DBut the change that took
place in the costume of the ladies was slight
to the revolution in that of the lords of the
ereation.

The Quaker Franklin, fresh from the new
republie of the United Btates, arrived in Paris,
towards the end of the last century, clad in
the well-known sombre garb. This garb an
imaginative people associated with the idea of
liberty, and soon from admiring they proceeded
in some degree to imitate. No more full-dress
swords or cocked hats—no more rosettes at the
knees, shoe-bows, or bright buckles. Justan-
corps and flapped waistcoats were laid aside,
with cravats and ruflles of Mechlin lace, with
wigs and periwigs of every description.

The ladies no longer endeavored to captivate
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in jewelled stomachers, and broeade, and high-
lieeled shoes, Bimplicity was the order of the
day. In a picture of a belle of fifty years ago
—of the beautiful Madame Récamier, for in-
stance—the costume nearly resembles that of
a Grecian statue, DBut this style, though well
snited to the people and the age in which it
was adepted, was by no means appropriate to
modern times. It was attended with more
serious inconveniences than the high lheads
and large sleeves that followed, or than the
tiny bonnets and ample skirts that are adopted
by modern belles, who think, of course,

*
4 That, from the hoop's enchanting round,
The very shoe has power to wonnd,”

But the classic style of dressing the hair may
be adopted with perfect propriety in the pre-
sent day., It is quite in harmony with our
tastes and fashions, and seems as well suited
to the ladies of 1860 as to the Sapphos and
Cornelias of ancient times.

In the remarks we purpose making from fime
to time on the costumes of different periods, it
will appear that the costumes of the classical
ages, in which hnman taste was most pure,
and the perception of what was proper and
becoming most correct, have constantly Deen
the models for imitation. Kven at the present
day, we see in the picturesque dress of the
Highland clans a striking resemblance to the
military costumes of those Roman warriors who
not only subdued by their courage and dis-
cipline all the nations with whom they con-
tended, but carried into the remotest regions
of the world then known {o them their manuers,
habits, costumes, and arts of civilization.

THE FINE ART OF PATCHING.

To patch—how vulgar is the term! yet it is
an operation requiring far more skill than does
the making of a new garment, and, when well
executed, may save the purchase of many a
costly one : the most expensive robe may, by
accident, be torn or spotted the first day of its
wear ; the piece inserted in lieu of the damaged
one is a patch. If a figured wmaterial, the pat-
tern has to be exactly matched ; in all cases,
the insertion has to be made without pucker,
and the kind of seam to be such as, though
strong, will be least apparent; the corners
must be turned with neatness. Is not this an
art which requires teaching? Bo of darning,
much instruction is necessary as to the number

of threads to be left by the needle according to
the kind of fabrie; then there is the kind of
thread or yarn most suitable, which requires
experience to defermine. Where the article is
coarse, the chief attention is directed to expe-
dition ; but a costly article of embroidery on
muslin can only be well darned with ravellings
of a similar muslin. Such particulars do not
come to the girl by inspiration ; they must be
taught, or left to be acquired by dearly-bought
experience. The third mode of repair is well
understood and practised abroad, though rarely
in this country. The stocking-stitch is neither
more difficult nor tedious than the dar, yet
how many pairs of stockings are lost for want
of knowing it when a hole happens to be above-
ghoe! Practice in lace stitches iz still more
desirable, particularly for repairing lace of the
more costly deseriptions. The deficiency of a
single loop, when lace is sent to be washed,
often becomes a large hole during the operation,
and thus the beauty of the lace is destroyed.
Indeed, lace, when duly mended, on the appear-
ance of even the smallest erack, may, with lit-
tle trouble, be made to last twice or thrice the
usual term of its duration. So the shawl-
stiteh s mot sufficiently tanght, though, by
employing it with ravellings from the shawl
itself, the most costly cashmere can be repaired
without a possibility of discovering the inserted
part. Proficiency in such useful works might
well merit as much approbation as is now be-
stowed upon crochet or other faney works, and
might be considered as equally desivable quali-
fications in a tradesman’s governess as musie.
In populons places it might well answer to
establish schools where the art of mending
apparel should be the chief object of instruction ;
a month or two spent in it might be sufficient
for the damsel, already a good plain needle-
worker. It must further be observed that, with-
out a practical knowledge of needle-work, noe
young lady ean judge whether her servant has
or has not done a reasonable quantity of it in a
given time ; and if this be true as to the plain
geam, it iz still more essential in regard to
mending of all kinds.
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