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this article was taken off in 1823,
a very pure kind of carbonate of
goda is obtained from it; and one
advantage attending its use is
that the smell of waste ‘lees at
soap-houses is less offensive than
formerly.

Carbonate of soda contains car-
bonie acid; this is removed by
mixing it with lime, water is then
poured overto form alye, and this
is afterward carried into the large
copper or boiler provided for the
purpose at soap manufactories.
With the lye a quantity of tallow
is put into the boiler, from ten to
fifteen hundredweight of the one,
and from 200 to 300 gallons of the
other, which, on the average, will
give a ton of soap. The whole is
boiled together for about four
hours, by which time it is gener-
ally found that a combination has
taken place, and the fat is con-
verted into soap. The fire is with-
drawn, and time givento cool ; the
lye is run off or pumped out, and
fresh lye added, followed by an-
other boiling, and so on, three
or four times, a little common salt
being thrown in toward the last,
to assist the separation of the soap.
The fire is then putout, the melted
material left to stand a short time,
after which it is carried in large
ladles or buckets and poured into
the frames, which may be com-
pared to a sort of wooden well
from three to four feet long, fifteen
inches wide, and ten or twelve
feet hivh, Same of them will hold
several thousand pounds’ weight,
In these the soap remains two or
more days, until it is hard and
solid, when the wooden frames are
lifted off, the mass is cut into
glices about three inches thick
with wires, and these, being cut
across, form the bars such as are
sold in the shops. After being cat
in this way, they are piled up in
stacks for further drying.

Such is a general deseription of
the method of making soap, and in
the main it applies to all kinds;
the variations are chiefly in the
materials.  To make the best
white curd soap, none but the best
and purest tallow is used, and
sometimes olive oil. Mottled soap
is made of coarser kinds of tallow
and kitchen stuff; and the mottled
veins are produced by having very
strong lye poured over and stirred
into it, just before it is taken out
of the copper. Different colors may
be given in this way. Yellow soap
requires a different mixture; tal-
low, with a considerable quantity
of resin broken small, and a small
quantity of palm oil. The best
yellow soap should not contain

more than one-fourth part of resin,
and when cut it will have a bright,
waxy appearance, produced mostly
by the palm oil. It makes a bet-
ter lather than mottled soap. If,
however, there is too muech resin
and too little tallow, it is bad, irri-
ating to the skin, and especially
injurious to woolens which may be
washed with it. Buyers of the
article should always remember
that low-priced soap is never
cheap; the most stinking fat is
generally melted up with the resin
to make yellow soap ; and the com-
moner it is in quality, the more
water does it contain ; so that those
who buy cheap and bad soap pay
at the rate of eight or ten cents a
pound for the water inside of it.
Dishonest manufacturers  witl
sometimes increase their quantity
of soap by throwing dead pigs into
the boiler with the fat, and make
the lye so strong as to dissolve all
but the bones. No one who has
smelt the offensive odor of bad
soap can believe that it is made of
good materials.

The best Windsor soap is made
of about nine parts tallow to one
of olive oil and soda lye. The
scents or perfumes are always
added during the melting. Lurd
is used for some kinds of toilet
soaps; they are very white and
smooth, and frequently preferred
for shaving. There is a great va-
riety of soaps of this class, with
names, colors, and scents to please
all the fancies of customers. SBome
of them are made with olive oil ;
and others are improved in appear-
ance by being pounded in a mortar
after the first process of making,
and made up a second time.

Soft soap is made with potash
lye and oil. Soda is the alkali al-
ways usced for hard soap; potash
for soft soap. In this the lees are
not separated after boiling, as with
the other; and it is said that the
making requires greater care, and
is more difficult. Two hundred
pounds of oil, seventy-two pounds
of potash, and the lye will produce
nearly five hundred pounds of soap.
The rankest sort of oil is generally
used, and the figlike appearance
of soft soap is cansed by a small
quantity of tallow being mixed
with it, and forming into small
erains duaring the boiling. For
the best sorts pure oils are used ;
among them are poppy, linseed,
cocoa-nut, almond, and olive oils.

There are also medicinal soaps ;
some combined with mereury or
other metals, One is made with
olive oil and oxide of lead ; the re-
sult is dischylon, so much known
and used as plaster, Emulsions

and liniments are species of lique-
fied soap formed by mixing harts-
Lorn, potash, soda, or lime-water
with oil; they present a milky
appearance, A mixture of oil and
lime-water is a good remedy for
burns. At some of the large iron-
works a supply is always kept in
readiness against the accidents
which so frequently oceur.

Spanish or Castile soap is made
from soda and the best olive oil,
mottled by the addition of oxide of
sulphate of iron. The purest kind
is used for pills; their effect is
slightly aperient and corrective of
acidity of the stomach, and, com-
bined with carbonate of soda, they
are sometimes preseribed in gout
and affections of the bladder., In
some forms, too, Castile soap isan
antidote to certain kinds of poi-
sons. But when used as a cura-
tive, especial paing should be taken
to have it pure. The wickedest
of all adulterations are those of
medicinal substances,

Soft soap, when made of pure
materials, potash, and olive oil, is
algo valuable for medicinal pur-
poses: some kinds of skin dis-
ease, geab, and ringworm may be
much better cured by it than by
the greasy ointments so often
used. The latter not unfrequent-
ly aggravate the disease by creat-
ing dirt, while soft soap tends to
cleanliness. Sulphur is occasionally
mixed with it to assist its carative
effect; but this should only be
done under the advice of a medi-
cal practitioner.

The most harmless adulterations
which are practised in the manu-
facture of soap are the mixing of
certain kinds of earth or clay and
potato-starch with the fat,
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Can axnWon'r.—Mark Twaineaye: T
am different from Washington ; T have a
higher and grander standard of principle.
Washington could not lie. I can lie, but
I won't.”

Cuoosing A Proressron.—A Iady of
birth, andleader of fashion, ay, and of
intelleet too, had three sons. The fond
maother, anxions to *teach the young
idea,” gathered these precions nestlings
round her on the =ofa one holiday, and
explained that her fortune was small, and
died with her, and that these three noble
boys of hers would have to undertake
noble work; in fact, they would have to
oo out into the world as their father had
done, and win their way. ** Yes, mammas,
yes,” eried the earnest little fellows, fully
comprehending the mother’s plan, IHer
eyes glistened as she listened to their
willing goodness, Visions of one as a
general, another as a judge, athird asa
bishop, swam before her. ** Well, my dar-
ling=," she raid, * you are good boys to
be o willing to work. What would you
liketo be ¥ The young voices, withont

a pause, without a moment's hesitation,
full of Claude Duval and Sylvanus Cobb,
cried ont with one accord—** Hizghway-
men, mamima!™

WOMEN—MANY AND
VARIOUS,

THE BELLES AND THE WALL-
FLOWERS.

BY CAROLINE A. MERIGLI

j 7 recall more occa-
7> sions than T care
P77 to enumerate on

* which I have been
@g told by theaffectionate
Y5 offspring of lady friends
/ that “ Mamma was the
=~ belle of her day,” I have
yet made up my mind that, how-
ever great the claims of these Iadies,
belles as a general rule may be cata-
logued as the girls who do not
marry,or who do not marry well.

How isthis? Simply thus: Fate
isagainst them. Fortobe adulated
for her beauty, or wit, or talent, is
to be placed upon a pinnacle so
dangerous that few, in the war for
prizes of any value, succeed in
winning them. The right man,
the man of men, the “heart-satis-
fier,” as the Germans have it, rarely
seeks the girl or woman who is
most gurronnded ; and she, pushed
to the front, brilliant and dazzling
though she may seem, has often
heart enough—out of sight for
the nonce—to aspire only to him,
while he lholds back in fear, I am
not talking of the savagely re-
spectable masculine who thinks it
a crime in a woman that she is ad-
mired. Italk of him who does not
wear his heart upon hissleeve, and
yet, ofttimes, fails to penetrate the
truth that the beanty of the hour
is, in thig, like him.

Then, again, the belle has often
a mother whose very efforts to at-
tain the goal of her ambition, the
final placing of her daughter, de-
feat their purpose. The right man,
him for whom the soul of the belle
vainly yearns, after bravely bear-
ing the onslaught of numerous
rivals, the sour looks of a homely
sister, the frowns of an unfavor-
able father, will kiss the dust
of defeat at last, if not a man of
wealth, only because of that most
terrible of all his enemies—the
belle’s maternal parent !

Two chances already — grave
ones, tool—against the belle’s
marrying.,

A third is the inveterate malice
of lesser women. By lesser I do
not mean merely women less hand-
some—if the belle’s belleship be
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founded upon her beauty ; less
witty—if the belle happen to be a
wit ; less talented—if she be a lit-
erary or musical wonder, or a girl
who promises great things in other
art, 1 mean women of mind so in-
ferior, of disposition and nature so
beneath her own, that her superi-
ority is looked upon by them as a
wrong or an insult. These, to use
a most expressive phrase, “pick
her to pieces,” and—spiritually—
she is obliged to get herself to-
gether again !

And, alas! there are women in
society that have so cultivated this
aggressive art that, without betray-
ing their malice offensively, they do
the subtle work of destroying their
rival’s chances — alarming, sad
to say! ofttimes the *heartfully-
wished-for” right man—and less-
ening her charms by detraction
of one kind and another, till all
seem to melt away and fade,
withered by venom. Her beauty
—to believe them—is all, or 10 a
great degree, artificial ; her sweet-
ness is assumed-—she has an
awful temper aft home!”—her
talent has been doubted—to hear
them believingly—Dby this one or
that one *who is a judge, you
know ;" as for her wit, “it is
wickeldness.”

If she plays or sings, ** she has no
decided school;” if she recites,
“her voice does not move them.”
These, it is true, arve not the subtle
workers 1 have spoken of above,
not the moles of malice, but the
rabid ravens. These openly at-
tack, and yet they do mischief.
Poor belle! many are the forces
against her strength; many the
waters ready to whelin her ; many
the thorns in her flower-garden!
Besides her
own mother, nine times out of ten
harming in lien of helping, there
are the mothers of all the belle's
rivals! Is it not a wonder that
guch a girl or woman ever marries,
or, if she does, that she ever mar-
ries the one she would have pre-
ferred ?

Among my own friends in belle-
dom, two curious instances of final
“success”—which I take to be mar-
rying the right man—have lately
occurred. In the first of these, the
lady’s papa lost every farthing, and
the right man came to the front,
“On my honor as a blonde,”
said the belle, “ I'll reward him!"”
And she did ; and he isa happy fel-
low, so he tells me. In case num-
bertwo, the young lady was con-
fronted by a rival, who proved to
be the bridegroom’s cousin.  The
belle consented to be married,
and the last time I saw Ler,

looked radiant. So did the bride-
groom !

Now, truth to tell, the worst
encmies of the belle are not, after
all, as many suppose, the plain
girls, the wall-flowers, “These soon
discover that they do themselves no
good by detraction of her merits.
Poor plain girls! you do have
an unhappy time of it at balls
as wall-flowers, but how many of
you marry when the belle remains
single! How many of you ridein the
carriages of Mammon — remark-
ably nice carringes they are too!—
and how many of you flash in jew-
els from out the pockets of rieh
husbands! llow is it done? Ex-
plain, for the sake of those who
vearn io ride and wear diamonds
likewise !

It esdone. . . .
too, sometimes,

There are cases where it is gen-
uine gweetness of disposition that
carries the day for the plain girl—
real merit.  Xven young IHaugh-
ton, spoiled though he seemed to
be by education, had a sound place
in his heart, and saw the true
worth of Violetta, so to eall bis
lovely though homely bride. Ile
said he was “ tired of pretvy girls.”
Violetta was poor, let me mention.
So, you see, Haughton was truth-
ful in his assertion as to the pretty
irls.

“ [ suppose,” said a certain lady
to me, looking round upon a group
of five plain daughters whom she
was bringing out into society,
“that my girls will all have to
settle down with ministers, or
widowers with families, as they
are none of them pretty.”
friend was no prophet. Every one
of her daughters—winning girls,
with sterling minds—has married
well in every sense of the word ;
while their cousins, two girls of
exquisite beauty and some talent,
“ gtill comb St. Catharine's hair,”
the quaint foreign phrase for old-
maidenhood.

One reason, perhaps, for the fact
that plain girls very generally do
marry, is that they do not hesitate
g0 long as will a girl more confi-
dent in her attractions. A belle,
from the very fact of her belledom,
is whimsical, difficult to attain to,
and hard to please.

Fortune, besides, so often favors
the unlovely one as to give her
wealth and position. These are as
available in the marriage-market
as is beauty, and with them, while
poor Beauty is gazing sadly after
the right man, the plain girl walks
to the matrimonial altar beside
him, It is the system of compen-
sation,

Fairly done,

But my |

Again, plain girls expect much
less in a suitor than does the
belle.  8he will take offence at
an awkward bow, a platitude, or
at any proof of want of esthetic
taste, The plain girl passes over
these things. She does not de-
mand, as does the beaunty, a high
position, wealth, or expectations of
wealth.

And there are men, even in these
degenerate times, as some call
them, who still look for those who
will be good heads of families, do-
mestic women, good housekeepers,
and good heart-companions besides,
and who fear that the belle, after
“ g0 much admiration, will find it
hard to settle down.” And herelet
me say in passing, that the Ameri-
can woman almost invariably does
settle down, Whatever lier day of
glory and grandeur, she is almost
always content to glide gracefully
belind a cloud and suffer another
sun to rise and shine in the place
that was hers,

Another advantage in the world-
ly war which tells on the side of
the plain girl, is that all men fear
to be jealous. Every man of any,
of human feeling, knows that he
may develop this passion. With
the pluin girl as a wife he has noth-
ing of the kind to dread. Under the
shade of his vineand his fig tree his
heart is at peace. But with the
belle, how différent! IIe would
have seen her eyes in his very
ledgers and looking away from
him!

I do not think, by-the-by, that
any plain girl ever won her bride-
groom by sewing for a Doreas so-
ciety. 1 know that this has been
set forth as infallible, and that,
after being jilted by the belle,
young men of high tone are apt
to rush—according to the state.
ments of some—and fall at the
feet of the wall flower just as
she is finishing up some charity
patchwork, or helping a blind wo-
man over a gutter. I have scen
this thing tried, and it has proved
a failure. Therefore it is that 1
give the plain girls eredit for hay-
ing discovered franker and nobler
means of attraction, )

At ail events, it is a fact that if
all the women were plain, instead
of being pretty, as two-thirds of
them are—in America at all events
—there would be just as much
marrying as there is now.

And, ere I close, one more re-
mark. It has always seemed to
me that the girls who marry best
are those who appear to bestow
the least thought upon their fu-
ture, 1 find that the wmirls and

women who have the energy and

wood taste to devote themselves
to some ugeful and noble aim are
sought for and married almost in

spite of themselves, and this
whether liomely or handsome.
Indeed, some good and noble work
lLias been done, and for women
there surely dawns, at last, a
brighter day: I mean a day in
which, whetlier married or single,
they are allowed to peep over the
tops of their work -baskets without
hearing, “Cast down your eyes,
Chloe, cast down your eyes!”

»

WOMEN IN RUSSIA,

A VERY interesting paper was
recently read before the Liberal
Club of New York City, upon the
“ Intellectual and Social Progress
of Women in Russia.” This paper,
which was written in Russian by
a lady of that nation resident here,
and translated by another Russian
lady, was received by the majority
of the audience as quite a revela-
tion concerning that unknown land.
After some statements of a general
nature, the essay stated that in
September next the doors of all
the medical colleges of Russia
will be thrown open to gvomen,
thus putting that supposed half-
civilized country at one bound
ahead of enlightened America,
wlere women are usually obliged
to confine themselves to female
colleges, when desirous of a medi-
cal education, Society in Russia
is divided into six classes. First,
the aristocratic. The ladies of
this elass are walled in by caste
from their sisters of the other
grades. They obtain a brilliant
linguistic and artistic education,
but care little for the advance-
ment of their sex., Dress, balls,
parties, and diplomacy for the ad-
vancement of their male relations,
occupy their time. Indeed, the
diplomats in skirts are often
more successful than the male
kind, These women only refer to
the “woman movement” with
sneers. They occupy themselves
as described until they are old;
then they give themselves to big-
otry or a selfish and foolish phi-
lanthropy. The second Russian
class is composed of the scientists,
writers, artists, ete., and all, from
nobles to peasants, are free to
enter it when qualificd. The pro-
gressive women are found mainly
in this class. The third is the
clerical. It has now but small
influence, The rising generation
of this tribe of Levi are forsaking
the profession to league them-
selves with the class above, The
female relatives of the clergy are




