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casier, and quieter way " In “ Progress and Poverty,”
on page 364, he says, It is not necessary to confiscate
land; itis only necessary to confiscate rent.” Here we
have the core and essence of the single-tax philosophy
— confiscation, frankly and for the moment boldly,
confiscation: confiscation of rent, because that will lead
to virtual confiscation of land. Thus without jar or
shock land would “be really common property.” How
genial the suggestion of doing things in a simple,
easy, and quiet way, instead of resorting to the honest
but rough-and-ready plan of universal eviction!

Mr. George is indeed so mild-mannered a muti-
neer that he will not scare his fellow citizens with a
naughty word. He hastens to replace that malodorous
term with another which may hold up its head in any
respectable circle. These comfortable words may be
read cn the page just quoted: * What I therefore pro-
pose as the simple yet sovereign remedy which will

raise wages,

increase the earnings of capital,

extirpate pauperism,

abolish poverty, ! "
giveremunerative employment to whoever wishes it,
afford free scope to human powers,

lessen crime, . :

elevate morals, and taste, and intelligence,

purify government, and i A

carry civilization to yet nobler heights, is

o appropriate rent by taxation.”

Is this honest ? Is it candid to say “appropriate rent
by taxation ” when confiscation of land is meant? Con-
fiscation and taxation are not synonymous and inter-
changeable terms. They are diverse and irreconcilable
terms. Taxation implies apportionment to public needs
and private ability. Confiscation means seizure to the
public treasury in an arbitrary way. In this case it is
specifically insisted that the collection of rental value is
not to be gauged by the regular and usual demands of
the state. The whole or “ nearly ”’ the whole rental is to
be extorted ; for if not, the object in view, which is not
revenue, but virtual confiscation of land, will not be
effected. If more than a scintilla of rent remains in the
hands of the landlords, they will have the advantage
of society. Tt is admitted that the rental value of land
“in well-developed countries "’ isnow more than enough
to support the government, and will increase with the
progress of society, Confiscation, however, is to go on,
and the swelling surplus is to be disposed of by the
establishment of ** public baths, libraries, gardens,
lecture-rooms, music and dancing-halls, theaters, uni-
versities, technical schools, shooting-galleries, play-
grounds, gymnasiums, ete.” The end of the socialist is
to be reached without alarm or violence. In a mat-
ter involving a revolution in government, the recon-
struction of society,and the abandonmentof immemorial
institutions, the idea of effecting the object by indirec-
tions and the use of smooth words is amusing, not to say
nauseous. No onewill be deceived. The four millions
of farmers in the United States, before they cast their
ballots for “appropriating rent by taxation,” will un-
derstand just as well as the most ardent apostle of
the single tax that *“this simple device of placing all
taxes on the value of land " will “be in effect putting
up the land at aunction to whoever ” will “pay the
highest rent to the state.” The object of this paper
being simply to expose the true nature and original

purpose of the so-called single tax, it is not necessary”
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to enter upon any defense of the institution of property
in land, nor to apologize either for defects in our exist-
ing land laws or for acknowledged evils in our present
system of taxation for revenue.

William W, Fohwell.

A British Consul's Confidence in the Union Cause.

THE following despatch (for a copy of which, made
from the original in the British Foreign Office, THE
CENTURY is indebted to Lady Archibald) was writ-
ten by Sir Edward Archibald, Consul-General at New
York, to Lord John Russell, “ Her Majesty’s principal
Secretary of State,” eleven days after the fall of Fort
Sumter and three months before the first battle of Bull
Run. It is remarkable for its estimate of the temper
and resources of the North, for its prediction of the
ultimate failure of secession, and for its advice to the
British Government that from motives both of human-
ity and policy it should ally its influence and sympa.
thies with the Union cause.

BriTiSH CONSULATE, NEW YORK, April 24, 1861.

My Lorp: I have the honour to report to Your Lord-
ship that there has been no communication by mail or
telegraph to or from Washington since Friday afternoon.
During the last two days we have had rumours that the
authorities of the State of Maryland had undertaken to
restore the railroad communication through.Baltimore,
and reéstablish telegraphic communication with the na-
tional Capital ; but thus far nothing appears to have been
done in this respect, and as, in the sadly disturbed state
of the country, the special messenger with Lord Lyons's
despatches for this packet may possibly fail to arrive be-
fore her departure, it may perhaps be needful that I should
give Your Lordship a brief review of the startling events
of the past few days, and a report of the existing condition
of public affairs in this country.

Your Lordship will have learnt from Lord Lyons of the
bombardment of Fort Sumter by the forces of the Confed-
erate States, and of its evacuation on Sunday the 14th in-
stant. A full knowledge of the whole of this affair leaves
no shadow of doubt that Major Anderson, and the very
slim garrison under his command, displayed great cour-
aF‘e and gallantry, and succumbed only when deprived
of the capabili?’ of further resistance. hy the naval ex-
pedition sent from this port for the reinforcement of the
Fort did not codperate with its defenders or send them as-
sistance has not yet been satisfactorily explained.

On Monday the 15th President Lincoln 1ssued his proe-
lamation calling out a militia force of 75,000 men to aid
in executing the laws, and ordering the combinations
of lawless men in the seceded States to disperse within
twenty days, and at the same time summoning Con-
gress to meet on the 4th July next in special session.

The ambiguity of the President’s inaugural address, the
subsequent vacillating and apparently objectless policy
of his Government, and the useless efforts of the Peace
Conference at Washington and of the Virginian Conven-
tion to establish a satisfactory basis of reconstruction of
the Union, had combined to produce a state of apathy and
indifference in the public mind, which seemed almost in-
troductory to a recognition of the Southern Confederacy
as the readiest solution of the complicated condition of
public affairs.

But the attack upon and capture of Fort Sumter, fol-
lowed by the President's proclamation, caused a sudden
and complete transformation of public sentiment. The
ulterior revolutionary designs of tgc Confederate leaders,
and the sedulous pre?ara{ion lhe{ had made to accom-
plish them, were now fully comprehended ; and the sting-
ing insult which had been inflicted on the national flag
by the merciless bombardment of Fort Sumter and its
starving garrison roused such a feeling of intense in-
dignation throughout the entire North and West that the
President's proclamation was responded to with an en-
thusiasm for which he himself could not have been pre-
pared, and which it is hardly possible adequately to
describe.
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The whole population of the free States, as it were
one man, sprang to its feet on the instant, determined to
sustain the Government, vindicate the honour of the
national flag, and effectually quell the rebellion. Po-
litical differences of every kind were at once hushed, and
there was but one heart, and one voice, in the unmistak-
able declaration that not only should the Government
be upheld, but the Union be preserved, at whatever cost
of blood or treasure.

During the whole of the last week, and up to the time
I now write, the most vigorous and energetic efforts have
been made to push forward troops for the defense of the
national Capital and other assailable points. The enrol-
ment of volunteers has gone on without ceasing. The
question is not who shall join the army, but rather who
shall remain at home ?

The most liberal contributions of money and means of
all kinds have been made by public bodies and by private
individuals.

‘This city has been, for the time, converted into a mili-
tary camp. Business of every kind has given place to the
needful military preparations. The clergy, the bench, the
bar,— all classes,— men, women, and children, are fired
with a patriotic ardour which the newspapers, filled asthey
are with details, still imperfectly describe. On Saturday
a public meeting in support of the Government was heldin
this city at which not fewer than 100,000 persons were
present, presided over by the leading and influential mem-
bers of the community, and at which complete unanimity
prevailed. A report of the proceedings and resolutions
will be found in the newspapers which I transmit here-
with. Day after day has only added to the excitement and
to the earnestness of the movement.

To revert to the order of events, the President’s procla-
mation was followed by one from General Davis inviting
applications for letters of marque and reprisal against

orthern commerce. This in its turn was followed by a
proclamation of President Lincoln, dated the 1gth instant,
establishing a blockade of all the ports of the seceded
States; and instructions have now been issued to the col-
lectors of customs forbidding the clearance of any vessels
for ports in the seceded States.

On or about Wednesday the 17th instant, the Conven-
tion of Virginia in secret session resolved to secede with-
out submitting any ordinance for ratification by thepeople,
as required by the Convention itself; and the leaders of
the revolution in that State at once proceeded vigorously
to codperate with their more southern allies by organiz-
ing a large force, and seizing on Federal property. A body
of some 2500 men despatched to seize the important
United States Arsenal at Harper's Ferry, on the line of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, was defeated in its pur-
gose only by the burning and blowing up of the arsenal

y the detachment in charge of it, which then with diffi-
culty effected its retreat.

Meantime Fort Pickens at Pensacola has been closely
invested by the Confederate forces, augmented bysome of
those released from Charleston.

This fort was without doubt reinforced more than a
week since by troops sent in the United States ship
Brookiyn, and is said to be capable of effectively resist-
ing the efforts of its besiegers. No intelligence whatever
has been received from that quarter for several days, but
it is believed the bombardment of the fort is now being
prosecuted, and, whether successfully or not, it will be at-
tended with great loss of life. Rumours prevail this morn-
ing that the fort has actually been captured. On the other
hand, most serious apprehénsions have been, and still are,
entertained for the salety of Washington. The rapid ad-
vance of such a force as'was known to be at the command
of General Davis, with the active cotperation of the Virgin-
ians, it was fully feared might overpower the small body of
troops defending that city under the command of General
Scott. That this was the chief stroke of policy in the plans
of the Confederate leaders is now well understood. The
possession‘of the national Capital, and the belief of the
existence of an extensive sympathy throughout the North
with the Secessionists, or, at all events, of an indisposi-
tion to act coercively against them, were relied on to se-
cure for the Confederate leaders such an ascendancy as
would enable them to dictate the terms of the reconstriic-
tion of the Union.

I send inclosed a slip or two from the papers of to-day
giving the latest reports from Baltimore and Washing-
ton. From these it appears that the Capital is vetin a
critical condition. I have also addressed to the Foreign
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c(l)ﬂ’n’:e the New York morning papers for the last four
ays.

In the absence of any positive intelligence of the move-
ments of the disunionists, owing to the interruption of the
telegraphs and mails, it remains at this moment uncertain
whether they may not make, and possibly succeed in, an
attack on the Capital. It is believed, however, that their
delay before Forts Sumier and Pickens, the indecision
of the Virginian Convention, and, above all, their en-
tire miscalculation of the sentiments of the people of the
North, have somewhat marred their plans; and it is
hoped that by the forces already at the command of the
President they may be kept in c%zeck until the overpower-
ii\g numbers {ast hurrying to the Capital ean be mustered
there.

The unexpected outbreak of the war had found the
North and West, though abounding in men, money, and
a spirit of hearty loyalty to the Constitution, still greatly
unprepared in armament and equipment. Among the
plans of the Secessionist leaders long since preconcerted
and executed, and now openly boasted of in the South,
was the removal from the free States of arms and mu-
nitions of war, Already there is discovered an alarm-
ing deficiency of even small arms for the militia and
volunteers.

The first movement of troops on the call of the Presi-
dent was from Massachusetts, followed by large levies
from Pennsylvania, Ohio, and this State. On Friday last,
while passing through Baltimore, a portion of a Boston
regiment was attacked by a very numerous mob of sym-
pathizers with secession, when the troops were enabled
to force their way through the city only after a riot and
a combat in which two soldiers and eleven citizens were
killed, and many wounded on both sides. The city from
thenceforth hitherto has been entirely under the control
of the Secessionists, and mob law rules. The railway
bridges in the neighbourhood of the city have been burnt
or cut down, the telegraph seized and interrupted, and
all regular communication through Baltimore with Wash-
ington suspended.

It appears to have been a preconcerted but not sus-
pected plan of the Confederate leaders to prevent, at the
proper moment, the sending of any reinforcements to

ashington through Maryland, in which State the Union
partyis for the presentoverpowered andsilenced. Inproof
of this plan a body of some three or four thousand Virgin-
ianspassing round by Harper's Ferry are reported to have
advanced into Maryland, to overawe and operate in that
State, but which, atlast accounts, had not yet approached
Baltimore. This unruly city is now kept in terror of
bombardment from Fort McHenry, which is in possession
of an adequate force of Federal troops. A few days, how-
ever, will see the Baltimoreans brought to their senses,
for (from what is manifest of the deep indignation of the
North at this obstruction of their ]:ighway to the national
Capital) a further persistence in such a course of proceed-
ings would, I verily believe, lead to the bombardment and
probable destruction of the city.

Fort Monroe, commanding the mouth of the James
River, one of the strongest foris of the country, and an
important strategical position, has been fully garrisoned
by Federal troops. The navy yard and stores at Nor-
folk, however, being incapable of defense, were the day be-
fore yesterday destroyed, and all the ships of war there
were burnt to prevent their fallinginto the enemy's hands,
At this port (New York) all vessels are prevented from
proceeding to sea between sunset and sunrise, and guard-
boats are stationed at the outlets to see that no provisions
or munitions of war are allowed to be sent to the enemy's

Orts.

B The ships at the navy yard at Brooklyn are being
equipped for sea with all possible speed. These consist
o? the Wadaskh and Roanoke, screw steam frigates, and
the Sevannak. The Perry brig went to sea yesterday.
Orders have been given to fit out a large number of gun-
boats of light draft; and the merchants of the Northern
ports will supply numerous effective vessels to aid the
blockade of Southern ports, and act in union with the
Federal naval forces.

But now that this war has been provoked by the lead-
ers of the secession movement, it is, I think, quite certain
that the North will not allow it to be terminated until they
have completely crushed the rebellious uprising against
the authority of the Government, and either coerce the
seceded States back into the Union, or dictate the terms
and conditions of their separation from it.
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Althou%? the North has been taken at a disadvantage,
has been by the wily plans and prearrangements of the
Secessionists stripped of arms, of which they are now in

reat want for their volunteers, there cannot be a question
that they will, nevertheless, effectually suppress therebel-
lion. ’ﬁ!ey have, after long and patient forbearance,
entered upon the struggle forced upon them with a deter-
mination never to bring it to a close until they shall have
effectually prevented the possibility, for a long time to
come, of the recurrence of any similar attempt to subvert
the Constitution of the Republic.

For my own part, in this view of the case, I believe that
the most merciful course and, in the end, the most salu-
tary results will depend on the Federal Government plac-

itself as speedily as possible in such a commanding
attitude of power as to render further resistance to its
authority utterly hopeless. I believe that the escape of
the white population of the South from the horrors of ser-
vile insurrections (of the commencement of which there
are already rumours) renders it necessary that the Fed-
eral Government should put out its whole strength, as it
is preparing to do, at the earliest moment, and thus an-
ticipate the useless wasting by the Southern States of the
strength and means which they will now, more than
ever, require to keep their slave population in subjection.

The national honour vindicated, the Constitution up-
held, and the Government established in its supremacy,
I have no fears that the Southern States will be unfairly
dealt with. Motives of interest, no less than magna-
nimity, under such circumstances, will secure to the
Southern States, whether they continue in the Union or a
separation be agreed on, everything to which they have
ajust right or claim.

A prolongation of the contest, I need hardly say, will
be attended with most disastrous consequences to other
nations, and especially to our own commercial interests.
In view of this certainty, and under the consciousness
of the vast importance of the crisis, pardon my presump-

tion, My Lord, if I venture to suggest the consideration.

of the expediency of a prompt interposition by Her Ma-
jesty's Government by way, if not of a mediator (which
perhaps would hardly now be accepted), then by afford-
ing to the lawful Government of the United States such
a consistent and effective demonstration of sympathy and
aid as will have the merciful effect of shortening this most
unnatural and horrid strife. It is unnecessary to waste a
word on the many considerations which I believe would
influence Her Majesty’s Government to adoptsuch aline
of policy in so far as it consistently may; but of this I
feel assured, knowing what I do of the American people
of the North and West, that, whether countenanced by
England or not, they will never lay down arms until they
have entirely subdued and extinguished this rebellion.
The issue raised, in fact, is one which leaves them no alter-
native ; while, on the other hand, I need not say how ad-
verse and revolting to the spirit and feelings of the age
and of our own nation would be the triumph of the prin-
ciples on which the founders of the new Confederacy have
based their government.

Praying Your Lordship's pardon for these observa-
tions, which have run to greater length than I intended,

I have, etc., E. M. ARCHIBALD.

A Brotherhood of Christian Unity.

O the evening of April 20 a meeting was held in
Orange, New Jersey, to consider the subject of Chris-
tian Unity. I had become so impressed, or, I may say,
oppressed, by the lack of united feeling and united effort
among the churches that I asked some friends to join
me in issuing a call for such a meeting. It was not
largely attended, but an earnest spirit was evident in
those who were present. In the essay which I had pre-
pared for the occasion I suggested as a possible solu-
tion of the difficulty, or as an effort at least to attempt
to translate sentiment into some form of action, the
formation of a Brotherhood of Christian Unity. Dr.
Lyman Abbott, hearing of my plan, asked me to pre-
sent it in the columns of ¢ The Christian Union.” In
the editorial department of the issue of June 11, con-
taining the article, Dr. Abbott wrote as follows:
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Mr. Seward's article on another page affords another
and a somewhat striking indication of that growing ten-
dency towards the unity of faith which is characteristic
of the present age. It is peculiar in that it distinctly rec-
ognizes and proposes to leave wholly undisturbed the dif-
ference in creed, ritual, and government which separates
the denominations, and simply furnish a testimony to the
unity of faith which is deeper than any creed. It is also
peculiar in that it is based upon the principle that loyalty
to Christ, not adhesion to a series of intellectual propo-
sitions, is the true and adequate basis of Christian Union.
To what Mr. Seward's plan may grow it is not possible to
foretell. It may be born before its time, and be only a
percursor of amovement on similar principles, but possibly
different in form, to follow hereafter. In any case the sug-
gestion cannot be in vain, for it is never in vain for a
prophet to familiarize the public mind with new ideas
which it is not yet ready to receive. We commend Mr.
Seward's simple pledge to the consideration of our read-
ers as one step towards a realization of a fellowship which
now has no symbol. Let them read his plan and then
answer to themselves the question, Why not ?

The response of the public to the suggestion is truly
remarkable. Letters of inquiry pour in from all direc-
tions and from people of every Christian sect and of
no sect. It indicates that the feeling of dissatisfaction
with the present bondage to creeds is widespread and
deep. Those who write usually express the opinion
that the plan of a Brotherhood of Christian Unity is a
practical movement in the right direction without
undertaking too much. As its title implies, it is a fra-
ternization rather than an organization. Itis not pro-
posed, at least for the present, to have any constitution,
officers, or funds. Its purpose is merely to enable in-
dividuals to place themselves more definitely under the
law of love. It goes back of the ecclesiasticism of the
past eighteen centuries and accepts the creed of Christ
and of the first century —love to God and love toman.
It gives an opportunity for members of the Christian
Church in all its various branches to acknowledge one
another as brethren of one family, and not as belonging
to distinct factions. It also gives an opportunity for
those who are out of the churches and out of sympathy
with the church creeds to step upon a Christian plat-
form. The only qualification of membership of the
Brotherhood of Christian Unity is signing the follow-
ing pledge:

I hereby agree to accept the creed promul%ated by the
Founder of Christianity —love to God and love to man
—as the rule of my life. 1 also agree to recognize as fel-
low Christians and members of the Brotherhood of Chris-
tian Unity all who accept this creed and Jesus Christ as
their leader.

I join the Brotherhood with the hope that such.a vol-
untary association and fellowship with Christians of every
faith will deepen my spiritual life and bring me into more
helpful relations with my fellow men.

romising to accept Jesus Christ as my leader means
that I intend to study his character with a desire to be
imbued with his spirit, to imitate his example, and to
be guided by his precepts.

I have prepared a pamphlet treating the subject more
fully, which will be sent with two copies of the pledge
for ten cents (to cover expenses). One pledge isin cer-
tificate form, illuminated and printed on bond paper.
The other is note-size, to be signed and returned as a
means of recording the membership.

East ORANGE, N, J. Theodore F. Seward.

W. L. Dodge.

WiLLiaM LErTwicH DODGE, the painter of ¢ David
and Goliath,” reproduced on page 665, is in his twen-





