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of which Messrs. Winslow and Criswold were sub-
contractors under him for the iron plating.

Captain Ericsson’s most intimate friend, Mr. C, H.
Delamater, is entitled to the credit of bringing the plan
of the Monitor to the attention of Mr. Bushnell, who
no sooner saw and appreciated it than he carried it to
Hartford, Connecticut, where the Secretary of the
Navy, Hon. Gideon Welles, on a certain Friday early
in September, 1861, urged him to take the plan imme-
diately to Washington and layitbefore the Government.
This Mr. Bushnell did, not stoppingat his home in New
Haven, but arriving atthe capital on Sunday morning.
After breakfast he invited Mr. Winslow and Mr. Gris-
wold to take aride with him, that he might, undisturbed,
explain to them the magnitude of his discovery. To
their credit it may be said that this was an easy task,
and it was agreed that all three should call upon Mr.
Seward and Mr. Lincoln the following (Monday)
morning. Mr. Seward gave them a letter of introduc-
tion to Mr. Lincoln, and the latter was so much pleased
with the plan that he promised to meet them the next
day (Tuesday) at the Navy Department, and use his
influence with the Naval Board for its adoption.
Promptly at eleven o’clock Mr. Lincoln appeared, and,
after listening to the adverse criticism, expressed his
opinion that “there was something in it, as the West-
ern girl said when she put her foot into her stocking !
After the President had withdrawn, Messrs. Bushnell
and Winslow secured from Admiral Smith and Com-
modore Paulding a promise to sign a favorable report,
provided Captain Davis — the remaining member of
the committee — would join them. This he declined
to do, and the enterprise seemed hopelessly blocked.
Mr. Bushnell, after consulting with Secretary Welles,
then started for New York, and by persistent persua-
sion succeeded in inducing Captain Ericsson to go on
to Washington, where he had no difficulty in satisfying
Captain Davis of the stability of the Monitor, and in-
ducing him to join his associates in recommending a
contract for its construction.

Mr. Benedict’s statements, that * Days lengthened
into weeks while Bushnell labored ineffectually to re-
move the prejudices and obtain the approval of the
Board,” that “ His own efforts having proved thus
unavailing,”” he applied to Messrs. Winslow and Gris-
wold, and that they “decided to take the scheme
past the Naval Board, directly to the head of the na-
tion,” etc., are wholly misleading. The fact is, that
the entire enterprise was managed with the greatest
expedition. The plan was never presented to the
Board until the Tuesday morning when President
Lincoln met Mr. Bushnell and his associates at Ad-
miral Smith’s office, and was accepted three days later,
after Mr, Ericsson’s arrival from New York.

¢ Mr. Bushnell says that [ the hard conditions exacted
by the Government were] never an embarrassment to
Captain Ericsson and himself. If so, may it not have
been because their pecuniary risk was so much less
than that of their associates?”

The real reason was because of the unbounded faith
which Ericsson had — and which Mr. Bushnell shared
—in the ability of the vessel to do all that was required
of her. It may also be said that Mr. Bushnell had
secured other parties to take the place of Messrs.
Winslow and Griswold in case they finally refused to
sign the contract. After hesitating for a week, they
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decided to share in the enterprise, but only on condition
that Mr. Bushnell should secure Mr. Daniel Drew of
New York and Hon. N. D. Sperry of New Haven as
bondsmen for all parties. Mr. Bushnell was both able
and willing to take all the risks involved in his share
of the work, and has always felt more than satisfied
with the public appreciation of his effort to aid the
country in its darkest days. He has never had the
slightest wish to appropriate the lion’s share of the
credit, and joins most heartily with Mr. Benedict in
honoring all gentlemen whose names are given such
well-carned distinction in Mr. Benedict’s article.

George H. Robinson.
The Flag first hoisted at Mobile.

THE June CENTURY, page 300, speaks of the flag
hoisted by Lieutenant De Peyster over Richmond as
“the same one that had been first hoisted at Mobile
on the capture of that city.”

Now the jfirst flag hoisted over Mobile was hoisted
by men from the ironclad Cincinnati. On April 12,
1865, a fleet of transports took the force that had been
operating on the east side of Mobile Bay against
Spanish Fort, reported to be about fifteen thousand
men, over to the west side of the bay. The naval
force accompanied them, ready for action. On landing,
a white flag, or its equivalent, was found on every
house. The citizens reported Mobile evacuated. Two
boats left the Cincinnati to hoist a flag over one of the
batteries in the harbor. The gig commanded by Acting
Master J. B. Williams, executive officer, reached
Battery McIntosh first and hoisted the flag there.
They found everything in order except that the powder
had been thrown into the bay befére the evacuation.
After some little time spent in rummaging, the two
crews started for the city. They found no opposition
to their landing, and hoisted the ensign they carried
on the roof of the Battle House, climbing up on each
other’s shoulders to get to the flagstaff on the roof.
Twenty-five minutes after our ensign was hoisted a
party of cavalry came tearing in, their horses all in a
foam. They went up to the roof of the custom house,
across the street from the Battle House, and the first
thing they saw was our flag and our men across the
way. They were chagrined, and set up the flag they
bore against a chimney, where it could not be seen
from the street. Our men went over and helped them
hoist it where it could be properly seen, then we took
down our ensign and returned to the ship. Our flag
was hoisted while the mayor was surrendering the city.
Amibrese S. Wight,
Late Clevit o the C ey of the ** Cincinnati”
LixpeEx, MicHIGAN.

A Letter from Lincoln when in Congress.

THE following copy of an autograph letter of Con-
gressman Abraham Lincoln to the Hon. Josephus
Hewett of Natchez, Mississippi, evinces a spirit of fair-
ness and kindly feeling towards the South, and may be
found of interest to readers of THE CENTURY. The
original is in possession of Mrs. M. E. Gilkey of this
place.

Duncanssy, Miss.

L. L. Gilkey.

WasHINGTON, Febrnary 13, 1848.
DeAr HEWETT: Your Whig representative from
Mississippi, P. W. Tompkins, has just shown me a
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