LETTERS OF

PASSAGES FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE

TWO

BROTHERS.

OF GENERAL AND

SENATOR SHERMAN.

INTRODUCTION.

ILLIAM TECUMSEH SHER-
MAN was born in Lancaster,
Ohio, February 8, 1820, the
sixth child in a family of eleven.
His father was a judge of the
Supreme Court of Ohio, and a

man of prominence, but died when Tecumseh
was only nine years old. At the death of her
husband Mrs. Sherman found herself unable to
provide properly for all her children, and Te-
cumseh was taken into the family of his father’s
oldest friend, the Hon. Thomas Ewing. At six-
teen he entered West Point, and four years later
was graduated sixth in the class of 1840, His
first military service was in Florida, but at the
beginning of the Mexican war he was sent with
troops to California, and so missed any oppor-
tunity for active service in the war. In 1850
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he was promoted to a captaincy, and married
Miss Ellen Boyle Ewing, the elder daughter
of the Hon. Thomas Ewing, then Secretary
of the Interior under President Taylor. In1853
Captain Sherman resigned his commission and
became a banker in California, representing a
St. Louis banking-house. Owing to the finan-
cial troubles in California in 1857, it was de-
cided to close that branch of the bank, and
Sherman spent the next two years in Leaven-
worth, Kansas, as a partner in the law firm of
his brother-in-law, Thomas Ewing, Jr. Legal
work proved very distasteful to him, and in
1859 he accepted the position of superin-
tendent of the State Military Academy of
Louisiana. Here he remained until the break-
ing out of the War of Secession, sending his
resignation to the governor upon the seiz-
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ure of the State Arsenal, that being the first act
of open defiance against the general Govern-
ment on the part of Louisidna.

John Sherman was three years younger than
his brother Tecumseh, and at fourteen had al-
ready begun to support himself as a rodman
for the Muskingum River Improvement Com-
pany. He soon came to be engineer in charge,
but was removed after a year’s service in this
capacity, because he was a Whig. At seven-
teen he began the study of law in the office
of his eldest brother Charles, at Mansfield,
and May 10, 1844, on coming of age, was ad-
mitted to the bar. In 1848, he was sent to the
National Whig Convention at Philadelphia,
and his political life dates from that time.
His intense interest in the excitement over the
attempt to repeal the Missouri Compromise,
from 1851—754, led to his election to Congress,
and from December, 1855, when he took his
seat in the House of Representatives in Wash-
ington, his firm convictions and his earnest-
ness in expressing them made him prominent.
He was appointed by Congress on the Kansas
Investigating Committee, a position of great
personal danger, and in 1861 was elected sen-
ator from Ohio, only a few weeks before the
first shot was fired on Sumter. He always took
great interest in the financial questions of the
day, thus preparing himself for the work he ac-
complished as Secretary of the Treasury under
President Hayes.

After General Sherman’s death the desire to
know what use was to be made of his papers

NEw Yorg, December, 1891.
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was expressed so promptly, and with such evi-
dent sincerity, that I was led to undertake their
arrangement for publication. Earlyin the work
I found a series of letters which at once awoke
my deepest interest, and which proved to be
a correspondence between General Sherman
and his brother John, during more than fifty
years.

These letters, exchanged by men of such
eminence, and many of them written during
the most stirring times of our country’s his-
tory, seem to me a unique collection. They
make a correspondence complete in itself, are
of great historical value, and the expressions
of opinion which they contain are very freely
made, and give an excellent idea of the intel-
lectual sympathy existing between the bro-
thers. The letters, however, show but poorly
their great affection for each other. Their tem-
peraments and dispositions were so unlike, and
their paths in life led in such different ways,
thatthey naturally looked upon the great events
of the day from widely different points of view.
Still they never failed to feel and show for each
other the greatest love and devotion as well
as respect.

In publishing these letters, my chief desire
has been to let them speak for themselves, and
to put them in such form that they may easily
be understood. I feel sure that they will com-
mand general interest, and be accorded that
ready sympathy which was so freely and lov-
ingly expressed at the time of General Sher-
man’s death.

Rachel Ewing Sherman.

THE STORM AND STRESS PERIOD.

THE SOLDIER COUNSELS MODERATION,

N August of 1859 when General Sherman was
appointed superintendent of the State military
school in Louisiana, great attention was being
paid in the South to the military education of
young men, and it is singular, in the knowledge
of after events, that General Sherman should have
gone to teach the art of war to the youth of the
South. While there, or about that time, he re-
ceived an offer from a banking firm to open a
branch office in London, but after consulting his
brother John, he decided not to leave this coun-
try and his school, in which he was soon greatly
interested. It was not long, however, before his
relations with the school became strained, owing
to his Northern ideas. In September, 1859, he
wrote to his brother John from Lancaster, Ohio,
where he stopped on his way to Louisiana:

I will come up about the 2oth or 25th, and if
you have an appointment to speak about that
time I should like to hear you, and will so
arrange. As you are becoming a man of note
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and are a Republican, and as I go south among
gentlemen who have always owned slaves and
probably always will and must, and whose feel-
ings may pervert every public expression of
yours, putting me in a false position to them as
my patrons, friends, and associates, and you
as my brother, I would like to see you take the
highest ground consistent with your party creed.

Throughout all the bitterness in the House of
Representatives before the war, General Sherman
urged upon his brother John to maintain a mod-
erate course; but even then the general thought
him too severe on the South, and in October,
1859, wrote as follows: g

Each State has a perfect right to have its
own local policy, and a majority in Congress
has an absolute right to govern the whole coun-
try ; but the North, being so strong in every
sense of the term, can well afford to be gen-
erous, even to making reasonable concessions
to the weakness and prejudices of the South.
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If Southern representatives will thrust slavery
into every local question, they must expect the
consequences and be outvoted ; but the union
of States, and the general union of sentiment
throughoutall ournation are soimportant to the
honor and glory of the confederacy that I would
like to see your position yet more moderate.

In December, John Sherman being the Re-
publican candidate for Speaker of the House, the
brother, who was greatly excited and anxious as
to his election, writes from New Orleans, Sunday,
December 12, 1859:

Dear BrorHER: I have watched the de-
spatches, which are up to December ro, and
hoped your election would occur without the
usual excitement, and believe such would have
been the case had it not been for yoursigning for
that Helper book. Of it I know nothing, but
extracts made copiously in Southern papers
show it to be not only abolition but assailing,
Now I hoped you would be theoretical and
not practical, for practical abolition is disunion,
civil war, and anarchy universal on this con-
tinent, and I do not believe you want that. . . .
I do hope the discussion in Congress will not
be protracted, and that your election if possible
will occur soon. Write me how you came to
sign for that book. Now that you are in, I
hope youwill conduct yourself manfully. Bear
with taunts as far as possible, biding your time
to retaliate. An opportunity always occurs,
Your affectionate brother, W, T. SHERMAN.

The following letters relating to the Helper
book explain themselves:

WasHinGgTON, D. C.; December 24, 1859.

My DEAR BroTHER : Your letter was duly
received, and should have been promptly an-
swered, but that I am overwhelmed with calls
and engagements.

You ask why I signed the recommendation
of the Helper book. It wasa thoughtless, fool-
ish, and unfortunate act. I relied upon the
representation that it was a political tract to be
published under the supervision of a committee
of which Mr. Blair, a slaveholder, was a mem-
ber. I was assured that there should be no-
thing offensive in it, and so, in the hurry of
business in the House, I told Morgan, a mem-
ber of last Congress, to use my name. I never
read the book, knew nothing of it, and now
cannot recall that I authorized the use of my
name. Everybody knows that the ultra senti-
ments in the book are as obnoxious to me as
they can be to any one, and in proper circum-
stances I would distinctly say so, but under the
threat of Clark’s resolution, I could not, with
self-respect, say more than I have.

Whether elected or not, I will at a proper
time disclaim all sympathy with agrarianism,
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insurrection, and other abominations in the
book. In great haste, your affectionate brother,
: JOHN SHERMAN.

SEMINARY, ALEXANDRIA, L., Jan. 16, 1860.
Dear BroTHER: I received your letter ex-
plaining how you happened to sign for that
Helper book. Of course, it was an unfortunate
accident, which will be a good reason for your
refusing hereafter your signature to unfinished
books. After Clark’s resolution, you were right,
of course, to remain silent. I hope you will
still succeed, as then you will have ample op-
portunity to show a fair independence.
Therampant Southern feeling isnot so strong
in Louisiana as in Mississippi and Carolina.
Still, holding many slaves, they naturally feel
the intense anxiety all must whose people and
existence depend on the safety of their property
and labor. I do hope that Congress may or-
ganize, and that all things may move along
smoothly. It would be the height of folly to
drive the South to desperation, and I hope,
after the fact is admitted that the North has the
majority and right to control national matters
and interests, that they will so use their power
as to reassure the South that there is no inten-
tion to disturb the actual existence of slavery.
Yours, W. T. SHERMAN.

SPECULATIONS AS TO WAR.

THROUGH all of General Sherman’s letters of
this date, one can hear the thunder-crash before
the storm. His longing for peace and for the
avoidance of trouble is reassuring in a man of
great military longings and ambitions. In Feb-
ruary, 1860, he writes:

If Pennington succeeds, he will of course
give yousome conspicuous committee,probably
quite as well for you in the long run as Speaker.
I don’t like the looks of the times. This po-
litical turmoil, the sending commissions from
State to State, the organization of military
schools and establishments, and universal be-
lief in the South that disunion is not only pos-
sible but certain, are bad signs. If our country
falls into anarchy, it will be Mexico, only
worse. I was in hopes the crisis would have
been deferred till the States of the Northwest
became so populous as to hold both extremes
in check. Disunion would be civil war, and
you politicians would lose all chance. Military
men would then step on the tapis, and you
would have toretire. Though you think such a
thing absurd, yet it is not so, and there would
be vast numbers who would think the change
for the better.

I have been well sustained here, and the
Legislature proposes further to endow us well
and place us in the strongest possible financial
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position. If they do, and this danger of dis-
union blow over, I shall stay here; butin case
of a breach I would go North. Yours,

W. T. SHERMAN.

Later, when things look more peaceful for the
country, he writes :

The excitement attending the Speakership
hasdied away here, and Louisiana willnot make
any disunion moves. Indeed, she is very pros-
perous, and the Mississippi is astrong link which
she cannot sever. Besides, the price of negroes
is higher than ever before, indicating a secure
feeling. . . <

I have seen all your debates thus far, and no
Southern or other gentleman will question their
fairness and dignity, and I believe, unless you
are unduly provoked, they will ever continue so.
I see you are suffering some of the penalties of
greatness, having an awful likeness paraded in
to decorate the walls of country inns. I
have seen that 'of , and as the name is be-
low, I recognize it. Some here say they see a
likeness to me, but I don’t.

The following letters, relating to John Sher-
man'’s speech in New York, explain themselves:

WasHINGTON, March 26, 1860.

My Dear BroTHER: Yours of the 12th
instant was received when I was very busy,
and therefore I did not answer in time for you
at Lancaster. . . .

Your estimate of the relative positions of
Speakerand Ch[ Jof W[  JandM[ ]
Com][ | is not accurate. The former is
worth struggling for. It is high in dignity, in-
fluence, and when its duties are well performed
it is an admirable place to gain reputation. I
confess I had set my heart upon it and think
I could have discharged its duties. . My
present position is a thankless, laborious one. I
am notadapted to it. It requires too much de-
tailed labor and keeps me in continual conflict;
it is the place of a schoolmaster with plenty of
big boys to coax and manage. I will get along
the best I can. . . . You need not fear my
caution aboutextreme views. Itis my purpose
to express my political opinions in the City of
New York in April, and to avoid hasty expres-
sions, I will write it out in full for publication.

Affectionately yours, JOHN SHERMAN,

LOUISIANA STATE SEMINARY OF LEARNING
AND MILITARY ACADEMY,
ALEXANDRIA, La., April 4, 1860.
DEAR BROTHER: . . . I know that some
men think this middle course absurd, but no
people were ever governed by mere abstract
principle. All governments are full of anoma-
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lies,— English, French, and our own ; but ours
is the best because it admits of people having
their local interests and prejudices, and yet
live in one confederacy. I hope you will send
your speech, and if national, I will have it
circulated.

I see you have reported nearly all the ap-
propriation bills early in the session. This has
been referred to in my presence repeatedly as
evidence of your ability and attention to busi-
ness; so, whether you feel suited to the berth
or no, it will strengthen your chances in the
country. . . . Yourbrother, W.T. SHERMAN.

WasHineTON, D. C., April 13, 1860.
Dear BrorHER: I send you a copy of my
speech in New York. I delivered it with fair
credit,and to a very large, kind audience. Upon
looking it over, I perceive a good deal of bit-
terness, natural enough, but which you will
not approve. It is well received here. Affec-

tionately yours, JoHN SHERMAN.

ALEXANDRIA, La., May 8, 1860.

DEAR BroTHER: . . . Lastnight I got the
copy of the speech and read it. . . . Thereis
one point which you concede to the Southern
States, perfect liberty to prefer slavery if they
choose ; still, you hit the system as though you
had feeling against it. I know it is difficult to
maintain perfect impartiality. In all new cases,
it is well you should adhere to your convic-
tion to exclude slavery because you prefer free
labor. That is your perfect right, and I was
glad to see that you disavowed any intention
to molest slavery even in the District. Now,
so certain and inevitable is it that the physical
and political power of this nation must pass
into the hands of the free States that I think
you all can well afford to take things easy,
bear the buffets of a sinking dynasty, and even
smile at their impotent threats. You ought
not to expect the Southern politicians to rest
easy when they see and feel this crisis so long
approaching, and so certain to come, absolutely
athand. . . . But this year’s presidential elec-
tion will be a dangerous one; may actually
result in civil war, though I still cannot believe
the South would actually secede in the event
of the election of a Republican. . . . Your
affectionate brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

GENERAL SHERMAN FAVORS SEWARD.

Asthe year goes on, General Sherman’s anxiety
increases, and his position becomes almost too
strained for comfort. In his intense longing to
preserve peace, he favors the nomination of Sew-
ard rather than of Lincoln, believing him to be
less inimical to the South. In June of 1860 he
writes :
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I think, however, though Lincoln’s opinions
on slavery are as radical as those of Seward,
yet Southern men, if they see a chance of his
success, will say they will wait and see. The
worst feature of things now is the familiarity
with which the subject of a dissolution is talked
about. But I cannot believe any one, even
Yancey or Davis, would be rash enough to
take the first step. If at Baltimore to-day the
convention nominate Douglas with unanimity,
I suppose if he get the vote of the united South
he will be elected. But [if],as I apprehend will
be the case, the seceders again secede to Rich-
mond, and there make a Southern nomination,
their nominee will weaken Douglas’ vote so
much that Lincoln may runin. The real race
seems to be between Lincoln and Douglas.
. . . Now that Mr. Ewing also is out for Lin-
coln,—and it is strange how closely these things
are watched,—it is probable I will be even
more “ suspect” than last year. All the reason-
ing and truth in the world would not convince
a Southern man that the Republicans are not
abolitionists. Itis notsafe even to stop to dis-
cuss the question ; they believe it, and there is
the end of that controversy. . . . Of course, I
know that reason has very little influence in
this world ; prejudice governs. You, and all
who derive power from the people, do not look
for pure, unalloyed truth, but to that kind of
truth which jumps with the prejudices of the day.
So Southern politicians do the same. If Lin-
coln be elected, I don’t apprehend resistance ;
and if he be, as Mr. Ewing says, a reason-
able, moderate man, things may move on, and
the South become gradually reconciled. But
you may rest assured that the tone of feeling
is such that civil war and anarchy are very
possible.

JOHN SHERMAN’S VIEWS AFTER THE ELECTION
OF LINCOLN.

THE following letter, written by John Sherman
to his brother shortly after the election of Lincoln,
is full of the intensest feeling, and is a complete
statementof the Republican sentiment of the time.

MansriELD, OHIO, November 26, 1860.

My DEeAR BROTHER : Since I received your
last letter I have been so constantly engaged.
first with the election and afterwardsin arrang-
ing my business for the winter, that I could not
write you.

The election resulted as T all along supposed.
Indeed, the division of the Democratic party
on precisely the same question that separates
the Republican party from the Democratic
party made its defeat certain. The success of
the Republicans has, no doubt, saved the coun-
try from a discreditable scramble in the House.
No doubt the disorders of the last winter, and
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the fear of their renewal, induced many good
citizens to vote for the Republican ticket.
With a pretty good knowledge of the material
of our House, I would far prefer that any one
of the candidates be elected by the people
rather than allow the contest to be determined
in Congress. Well, Lincoln is elected. No
doubt, a large portion of the citizens of Louisi-
ana consider this a calamity. If they believe
their own newspapers, or what is far worse, the
lying organs of the Democratic party in the
free States, they have just cause to think so.
But you were long enough in Ohio and heard
enough of the ideas of the Republican leaders
to know that the Republican party is not likely
to interfere directly or indirectly with slavery
inthe States, or with the laws relating to slavery;
that, so far as the slavery question is concerned,
the contest was for the possession of Kansas
and perhaps New Mexico, and that the chief
virtue of the Republican success was in its
condemnation of the narrow sectionalism of
Buchanan’sadministration, and the corruptions
by which he attempted to sustain his policy.
Who doubts but that, if he had been true to his
promises in submitting the controversy in Kan-
sas to its own people, and had closed it by
admitting Kansas as a free State, that the Dem-
ocratic party would have retained its power ?
It was his infernal policy in Kansas (I can
hardly think of the mean and bad things he
allowed there without swearing) that drove off
Douglas, and led to the division of the Demo-
cratic party and the consequent election of
Lincoln.

As a matter of course, I rejoice in the result,
for in my judgment the administration of Lin-
coln will do much to dissipate the feeling in the
South against the North by showing what are
the real purposes of the Republican party. In
the mean time, it is evident we have to meet in
a serious form the movements of South Caro-
linian Disunionists. These men have for years
desired disunion. They have plotted for it.
They drove Buchanan into his Kansas policy.
They got up this new dogma about slave pro-
tection. They brokeup the Charleston Conven-
tionmerely to advance secession. They are now
hurrying forward excited men into acts of trea-
son without giving time for passion to cool or
reason to resume its sway. God knows what
will be the result. If by a successful revolution
they can go out of the Union, they establish a
principle that will break up the government into
fragments. Some local disaffection or tempo-
rary excitement will lead one State after another
out of the Union. We will have the Mexican
Republic over again, with a fiercer race of men
tofight with each other. Secession is revolution.
They seem bent upon attempting it. If so,
shall the government resist ? If so, then comes
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civil war, a fearful subject for Americans to
think of.

Since the election I have been looking over
the field for the purpose of marking out a course
to follow this winter, and I have, as well as I
could, tested my political course in the past.
There hasbeen nothing done by the Republican
party but merits the cordial approval of my
judgment. There have been many things said
and done by leading Republicansthat I utterly
detest. Many of the dogmas of the Democratic
party Ilike, but their conduct in fact in adminis-
tering the government, and especially in their
treatment of the slavery question, I detest. I
know we will have trouble this winter, but I in-
tend to be true to the moderate conservative
course I think I have heretofore undertaken.
Whatever may be the consequences, I will in-
sist in preserving the unity of the States, and
all the States, without exception and without
regard to consequences. Ifany Southern State
has really suffered any injury, or is deprived
of any right, I will help redress the injury and
secure the right. They must not, merely be-
cause they are beaten in an election, or have
failed in establishing slavery where it was pro-
hibited by compromise, attempt to break up
the government. If they will hold on a little
while, they will find no injury can come to them
unless, by their repeated misrepresentation of
us, they stir up their slaves to insurrection. I
still hope that no State will follow in the wake
of South Carolina. If so, the weakness of her
position will soon bring her back again or sub-
ject her to ridicule and insignificance.

It may be supposed by some that the ex-
citement in the South has produced a corre-
sponding excitement in the North. This is
true in financial matters, especially in the cities.
In political circles, it only strengthens the Re-
publican feeling, Even Democratsofall shades
say, The election is against us; we will sub-
mit and all must submit. Republicans say,
The policy of the government has been con-
trolled by the South for years, and we have
submitted : now they must submit; and why
not? What can the Republicans do half as
bad as Pierce and Buchanan have done?

But enough of this. You luckily are out of
politics, and don’t sympathize much with my
Republicanism anyway; but as we are on the
eve of important events, I write about politics
instead of family matters, of which there is
nothing new. . Affectionately yours,

JoHN SHERMAN.

GENERAL SHERMAN'S UNREST IN LOUISIANA,

THIS is followed by a letter from General Sher-
man, in which one can see that already he fully
realizes the inevitable outcome of the dissolution
of the Union and the strength of the South.
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Some months later he demanded 75,000 men
to defend Kentucky, which required in the end
more. than twice that number to defend it, and he
was in consequence called and believed to be in-
sane. It was his knowledge, obtained through
his singular position in the South, that enabled
him to foresee more accurately than others the
immense proportions of the coming war.

LoursiaNa STATE SEMINARY OF LEARNING
AND MILITARY ACADEMY,
ALEXANDRIA, December 1, 1860.

DEAR BROTHER: The quiet which I
thought the usual acquiescence of the people
was merely the prelude to the storm of opinion
that now seems irresistible. Politicians, by hear-
ing the prejudices of the people and [in] run-
ning with the current, have succeeded in de-
stroying the government. It cannotbe stopped
now, I fear. I wasin Alexandria all day yester-
day,and had a fulland unreserved conversation
with Dr. S. A. Smith, State senator, who is a
man of education, property, influence, and
qualified to judge. He was, during the canvass,
a Breckinridge man, but, though a Southerner
in opinion, is really opposed to a dissolution
of our government. He has returned from
New Orleans, where he says he was amazed
to see evidences of public sentiment which
could not be mistaken.

The Legislature meets December 1o, at
Baton Rouge. The calling a Convention forth-
with is to be unanimous, the bill for arming the
State ditto. The Convention will meet in Janu-
ary, and only two questions will be agitated:
Immediate dissolution, a declaration of State
independence, or a general convention of
Southern States, with instructions to demand
of the Northern States to repeal all laws hos-
tile to slavery and pledges of future good be-
hayior. . When the Convention meets in
January, as they will assuredly do, and resolve
to secede, or to elect members to a General
Convention with instructions inconsistent with
the nature of things, I must quit this place; for
it is neither right for me to stay, nor would
the Governor be justified in placing me in this
position of trust; for the moment Louisiana
assumes a position of hostility, then this be-
comes an arsenal and fort. Let me hear
the moment you think dissolution is inevitable.
What Mississippi and Georgia do, this State
will do likewise.  Affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN.

In the next letter, of December g, General
Sherman, after reasserting his belief that ¢“all
attempts at reconciliation will fail,” and repeating
that Louisiana will undoubtedly follow South
Carolina and Georgia, laments personally this,
his fourth change in four years, and *‘ each time
from calamity,”— California, New York, Leaven-
worth, and now Louisiana, a state of affairs which,
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it must be admitted, would have been discourag-
ing toany man. On December1s, John Sherman
urges his brother to leave Louisiana at once, while
the General waits, hoping against hope for peace.

I am clearly of the opinion that you ought
not to remain much longer at your present
post. You will in all human probability be in-
volved in complications from which you can-
not escape with honor. Separated from your
family and all your kin, and an object of sus-
picion, you will find your position unendura-
ble. A fatal infatuation seems to have seized
the Southern mind, during which any act of
madness may be committed. . it the
sectional dissensions only rested upon real or
alleged grievances, they could be readily set-
tled, but I fear they are deeper and stronger.
You can now close your connection with the
seminary with honor and credit to yourself,
for all who know you speak well of your con-
duct; while by remaining you not only involve
yourself, but bring trouble upon those gentle-
men who recommended you. *

It is a sad state of affairs, but it is neverthe-
less true, that if the conventions of the South-
ern States make anything more than a paper
secession, hostile collisions will occur, and
probably a separation between the free and
slave States. You can judge whether it is at
all probable that the possession of this capital,
the commerce of the Mississippi, the control
of the territories, and the natural rivalry of en-
raged sections, can be arranged without war.
In that event, you cannot serve in Louisiana
against your family and kin in Ohio. The bare
possibility of such a contingency, it seems to
me, renders your duty plain—to make a frank
statement to all the gentlemen connected with
you, and with good feeling close your engage-
ment. If the storm shall blow over, your course
will strengthen you with every man whose good
opinion you desire; if not, you will escape
humiliation.

When you return to Ohio, I will write you
freely about your return to the army—not so
difficult a task as you imagine. Affection-
ately your brother, JoHN SHERMAN.

The following short extracts from letters at
this time show the gradual approach of war.
General Sherman writes from Louisiana :

Events here seem hastening to a conclu-
sion. Doubtless you know more of the events
in Louisiana than I do, as I am in an out-
of-the-way place. But the special session of
the Legislature was so unanimous in arming
the State and calling a convention that little
doubt remains that, on January 23, Louisiana
will follow the other seceding States. Gov-
ernor Moore takes the plain stand that the
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State must not submit to a black Republican
president. Men here have ceased to reason;
they seem to concede that slavery is unsafe in
a confederacy with Northern States, and that
now is the time; no use of longer delay. All
concessions, all attempts to remonstrate, seem
at an end.

A rumor says that Major Anderson, my old
captain (brother of Charles Anderson, now of
Texas, formerly of Dayton and Cincinnati,
Lars, William, and John, all of Ohio), has
spiked the guns of Fort Moultrie, destroyed
it, and taken refuge in Sumter. This is right.
Sumter is in mid-channel, approachable only
in boats, whereas Moultrie 15 old, weak, and
easily approached under cover. If Major An-
derson can hold out till relieved and sup-
ported by steam frigates, South Carolina will
find herself unable to control her commerce,
and will feel, for the first time in her exis-
tence, that she can’t do as she pleases. .

A telegraphic despatch, addressed to me at
Alexandria, could be mailed at New Orleans,
and reach me in three days from Washington.

WasHiNGTON, D. C., January 6, 1861.

DEAR BROTHER: . . . I see some signs of
hope, but it is probably a deceptive light. The
very moment you feel uncomfortable in your
position in Louisiana, come away. Don’t, for
God’s sake, subject yourself to any slur, re-
proach, or indignity. I have spoken to Gen-
eral Scott, and he heartily seconds your desire
to return to duty in the army. I am not at all
sure but that, if you were here, you could get
a position that would suit you. I see many
of your friends of the army daily.

As for my views of the present crisis, I could
not state them more fully than I have in the
inclosed printed letter. It has been very gen-
erally published and approved in the North,
but may not have reached you, and therefore
I send it to you. Affectionately your brother,

JOHN SHERMAN.

GENERAL SHERMAN RESIGNS FROM THE
LOUISIANA MILITARY ACADEMY.

GOVERNOR MOORE of Louisiana took posses-
sion of the arsenal at Baton Rouge, January 1o,
1861. General Sherman comments upon thisin a
letterwrittentohisbrother, January 16, andregard-
ing it as a declaration of war, sends in his resigna-
tion January 18,1 a copy of which he incloses to
John Sherman in a letter dated the same day.

ALEXANDRIA, January 16, 1861.
My DEAR BrROTHER: I am so much in the
woods here that I can’t keep up with the times
at all. Indeed, you in Washington hear from
1 See “ Memoirs,” Vol. I, p. 184.
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New Orleans two or three days sooner than
TIdo. Iwastaken back by the news that Gov-
ernor Moore had ordered the forcible seizure
of the Forts Jackson and St. Philip, at or near
the mouth of the Mississippi; also of Forts Pike
and Wood, at the outlets of Lakes Borgne and
Pontchartrain. All these are small forts, and
have rarely been occupied by troops. They
are designed to cut off approach by sea to New
Orleans, and were taken doubtless to prevent
their being occupied by order of General Scott.
But the taking the arsenal at Baton Rouge is
a different matter. Itis merely an assemblage
of storehouses, barracks, and dwelling-houses
designed for the healthy residence of a garrison,
to be thrown into one or the other of the forts
in case of war. The arsenal is one of minor
importance, yet the stores were kept there for
the moral effect, and the garrison was there at
the instance of the people of Louisiana. To
surround with military array, to demand sur-
render, and enforce the departure of the gar-
rison, were acts of war. They amounted to a
declaration of war and defiance, and were done
by Governor Moore without the authority of
the Legislature or Convention. Still, there is
little doubt but that each of these bodies, to
assemble next week, will ratify and approve
these violent acts, and it is idle to discuss the
subject now. The people are mad on this
question. I had previously notified all that in
the event of secession I should quit. Assoon
as a knowledge of these acts reached me, I
went to the vice-president, Dr. Smith, in Alex-
andria, and told him that I regarded Louisiana
as at war against the Federal Government, and
that I must go. He begged me to wait until
some one could be found to replace me. The
supervisors feel the importance of system and
discipline, and seem to think that my departure
will endanger the success of this last effort to
build up an educational establishment in Loui-
siana. . . . You may assert that in no event
will I forego my allegiance to the United States
as long as a single State is true to the old
Constitution. Yours, W. T. SHERMAN.

LoUISIANA STATE SEMINARY OF LEARNING
AND MILITARY ACADEMY,
ALEXANDRIA, January 18, 1861.
DEAR BROTHER : Before receiving yours of
the 7th1 I had addressed a letter to Governor
Moore at Baton Rouge, of which thisisa copy:

“Sir: As I occupy a quasi military position
under the laws of this State, I deem it proper
to acquaint you that I accepted such position
when Louisiana was a State in the Union, and
when the motto of this seminary was inscribed
in marble over the main door: ¢ By the liberal-

1 Meaning the letter of the 6th.
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ity of the General Government. The Union—
Esto perpetua.’” Recent events foreshadow a
great change, and it becomes all men to choose.
If Louisiana withdraw from the Federal Union,
I prefer to maintain my allegiance to the old
Constitutionaslong as a fragment of it survives,
and my longer stay here would be wrong in
every sense of the word. In that event I beg
that you will send or appoint some authorized
agent to take charge of the arms and munitions
of war here belonging to the State, or advise
me what disposition to make of them. And
furthermore, as President of the Board of Su-
pervisors, I beg you to take immediate steps
to relieve me as superintendent the moment
the State determines to secede; for on no
earthly account will I do any act or think any
thought hostile to or in defiance of the old
Government of the United States. With re-
spect, etc. W. T. SHERMAN.”

I regard the seizure by Governor Moore of
the United States Arsenal as the worst act yet
committed in the present revolution. I do
think every allowance should be made to South-
ern politicians for their nervous anxiety about
their political power and the safety of slaves.
I think that the Constitution should be liber-
ally construed in their behalf, but I do regard
this civil war as precipitated with undue rapid-
ity. . . . Itisinevitable. All the legislation
now would fall powerless on the South. You
should not alienate such States as Virginia,
Kentucky, Tennessee,and Missouri. My notion
is that this war will ruin all politicians, and that
military leaders will direct the events. Yours,

W. T. S.

In the following letter of February 1, to John
Sherman, the General quotes the handsome note
from Governor Moore accepting his resignation.

T havefelt the very thoughts you have spoken.
Itis war to swrround Anderson with batteries,
and it is shilly-shally for the South to cry
¢« Hands off! No coercion!” It was war and
insult to expel the garrison at Baton Rouge,
and Uncle Sam had better cry Cave/ or assert
his power. Fort Sumter is not material, save
for the principle ; but Key West and the Tor-
tugas should be held in force at once, by regu-
lars if possible, if not, militia. Quick! The
are occupied now, but not in force. Whilst
maintaining the high, strong ground you do, I
would not advise you to interpose an objec-
tion to securing concessions to the middle and
moderate States,— Virginia, Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, and Missouri. Slavery there is local,
and even if the world were open to them, its
extension would involve no principle. If these
States feel the extreme South wrong, a seeming
concession would make them committed. The
cotton States are gone, I suppose. Of course,
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their commerce will be hampered, . But
of myself. I sentyou a copy of my letter to the
Governor. Here is his answer :

“ BaroN RoOUGE, January 27, 1861.

“ DEAR Sir: Itis with the deepest regret I
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
18th instant. In the pressure of official busi-
ness I can now only request you to transfer to
Professor Smith the arms, munitions, and funds
in your hands whenever you conclude to with-
draw from the position you have filled with so
much distinction. You cannot regret morethan
I do the necessity which deprives us of your
services, and you will bear with you the respect,
confidence, and admiration of all who have
been associated with you. Very truly, your
friend and servant, ~ THos. [O.] MoORE.”

This is very handsome, and I do regret this
political imbroglio. I do think it was brought
about by politicians. The people in the South
are evidently unanimous in the opinion that
slavery is endangered by the current of events,
and it is useless to attempt to alter that opin-
ion. As our government is founded on the will
of the people, when that will is fixed, our gov-
ernment is powerless, and the only question is
whether to let things slideinto general anarchy,
or the formation of two or more confederacies,
which will be hostile sooner or later. Still, I
know that some of the best men of Louisiana
think this change may be effected peacefully.
But even if the Southern States be allowed to
partin peace the first question will be revenue.

Now,ifthe South have free trade, how can you
collect revenues in the eastern cities? Freight
from New Orleans to St. Louis, Chicago, Louis-
ville, Cincinnati,and even Pittsburgh, would be
about the same as by rail from New York, and
importers at New Orleans, having no duties to
pay, would undersell the East if they had to
pay duties. Therefore, if the South make good
their confederation and their plan, the North-
ern confederacy must do likewise or blockade.
Then comes the question of foreign nations.
S0, look on it in any view, I see noresult but war
and consequent changes in the form of govern-
ment.

A QUESTION OF MILITARY SERVICE.

IN March of 1861, General Sherman started
north by the Mississippi River. On the way, and
after reaching Ohio, he heard discussions as to
the advisability of coercion. Whereas in the
South there were absolute unanimity of opinion
and universal preparation for war, in the North
there were merely argument and apathy. After
leaving his family at Lancaster, he went to
Washington, still uncertain as to his next move.
While there, he called on Mr. Lincoln, and
stated his fears and convictions as to war and the
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gravity of it. Mr. Lincoln treated all he said with
slight scorn and absolute disregard, and re-
marked, ‘“Oh, well, I guess we Il manage to
keep house.”! This, with the general unconcern
and disregard of the necessity of military in-
terference, discouraged General Sherman, and,
greatly dispirited, he returned to Ohio, and took
his family to St. Louis, after ascertaining from
friends that in all probability Missouri would
stick to the Union. In writing at this time he
says:

Lincoln has an awful task, and if he succeeds
in avoiding strife and allaying fears, he will be
entitled to the admiration of the world ; but a
time has occurred in all governments, and has
now occurred in this, when force must back the
laws, and the longer the postponement the
more severe must be the application.

hOn April 8 General Sherman wrote to his bro-
ther:

Saturday night late I received this despatch:
“ Will you accept the Chief Clerkship in the
War Department? We will make you Assistant
Secretary when Congress meets.—M. BLAIR.”
This morning I answered by telegraph: «I
cannot accept.”

In writing to explain his refusal, he does not
state the real reason, which was undoubtedly that
he preferred active service. John Sherman’s let-
ter of April 12 approved of the determination, and
states more fully his reasons for advising it. Itis
interesting to see, from the very first, John Sher-
man’s belief in his brother’s talents as a soldier,
and conviction that he would rise to a high posi-
tion in the army in the event of war. Through
all of General Sherman’s letters of that time there
are evidences of very sincere distrust of himself,
and deprecation of John’s flattering belief,— un-
usual qualities in a man destined to greatness.

WasHINGTON, April 12, 1861.

DEAR BrROTHER : I was unexpectedly called
here soon after receiving your letter of the 8th,
and at midnight write you. The military ex-
citement here is intense. Since my arrival I
have seen all the heads of departments except
Blair, several officers, and many citizens. There
is a fixed determination now to preserve the
Union and enforce the laws at all hazards.
Civil war is actually upon us, and, strange to
say, it brings a feeling of relief; the suspense
is over. I have spent much of the day in talk-
ing about you. There is an earnest desire that
you go into the War Department, but I said this
was impossible. Chase is especially desirous
that you accept, saying that you would be vir-
tually Secretary of War, and could easily step
into any military position that offers.

It is well for you seriously to consider your
conclusion, although my opinion is that you
ought not to accept. You ought to hold your-

1 See «“ Memoirs,” Vol. I, p. 196.
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self in reserve. If troops are called for, as they
surely will be within a few days, organize a regi-
ment or brigade, either in St. Louis or in Ohio,
and you will then get into the army in such a
way as to secure promotion. By all means take
advantage of the present disturbances to get
into the army, where you will at once put your-
self into a high position for life. I know that
promotion and every facility for advancement
will be cordially extended by the authorities.
You are a favorite in the army, and have great
strength in political circles. I urge you to avail
yourself of these favorable circumstances to
secure your position for life ; for, after all, your
present employment is of uncertain tenure in
these stirring times. .

Let me now record a prediction. Whatever

you may think of the signs of the times, the
Government will rise from this strife greater,
stronger, and more prosperous than ever. It
will display energy and military power. The
men who have confidence in it, and do their
full duty by it, may reap whatever there is of
honor or profit in public life, while those who
look on merely as spectatorsin the storm will fail
to discharge the highest duty of a citizen, and
suffer accordingly in public estimation. . .
I write this in great hurry, with numbers
around me, and exciting and important intel-
ligence constantly repeated, even at this hour;
but I am none the less in earnest. I hope to
hear that you are on the high road to the
“ (GGeneral ” within thirty days. Affectionately
your brother, JOHN SHERMAN.

GENERAL SHERMAN STANDS ALOOF.

FRrowMm the time of General Sherman’s conversa-
tion with Mr. Lincoln he distrusted the prepara-
tions of the administration, which savored greatly
of militia and raw recruits. With this army Gen-
eral Sherman was unwilling to cast his lot, believ-
ing that he was worthy of a better command or
of none. In April he writes to John:

But I say volunteers and militia never were
and never will be fit for invasion, and when
tried, it will be defeated, and dropt by Lincoln
like a hot potato.

And in the same letter:

The time will come in this country when
professional knowledge will be appreciated,
when men that can be trusted will be wanted,
and I will bide my time. I may missthe chance;
and if so, all right; but I cannot and will not
mix myself in this present call. . . . The
first movements of our government will fail
and the leaders will be cast aside. A second
or third set will rise, and among them I may
be, but at present I will not volunteer as a
soldier or anything else. If Congress meet, or
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if a National Convention be called, and the
regular army be put on a footing with the
wants of the country, if I am offered a place
that suits me, I may accept. But in the pres-
ent call I will not volunteer.

WasHINGTON, Sunday, April 14, 1861,

DeAr BROTHER: . . . The war has really
commenced. You will have full details of the
fall of Sumter. We are on the eve of a terrible
war. Every man will have to choose his posi-
tion. You fortunately have the military edu-
cation, character, and prominence that will
enable you to play a high part in the tragedy.
You can’t avoid taking such a part. Neutral-
ity and indifference are impossible. If the gov-
ernment is to be maintained, it must be by
military power, and that immediately. You
can choose your own place. Some of your
best friends here want you in the War Depart-
ment; Taylor, Shires, and a number of others
talk to me so. If you want that place, with a
sure prospect of promotion, you can have it,
but you are not compelled to take it; but it
seems to me you will be compelled to take
some position, and that speedily. Can’t you
come to Ohio and at once raise a regiment ?
It will immediately be in service. The admin-
istration intend to stand or fall by the Union,
the entire Union, and the enforcement of the
laws. I look for preliminary defeats, for the
rebels have arms, organization, unity ; but this
advantage will not last long, The government
will maintain itself, or our Northern people
are the veriest poltroons that ever disgraced
humanity. For me, I am for a war that will
either establish or overthrow the government
and will purify the atmosphere of political life.
We need such a war, and we have it now. . . .
Affectionately yours, JOHN SHERMAN.

Orrice St. Louis RarLroap Co.,
St. Louis, April 22, 1861.

DEAR BROTHER: . . . I know full well the
force of what you say. At amoment like this
the country expects every man to do his duty.
But every man is not at liberty to do as he
pleases. You know that Mr., Lincoln said to
you and me that he did not think he wanted
military men, I was then free, uncommitted.

. I approve fully of Lincoln’s determina-
tion to use all his ordinary and extraordinary
powers to defend and maintain the authority
with which he is clothed and the integrity of
the nation, and had I not committed myself
to another duty, I would most willingly have
responded to his call.

The question of the national integrity and
slavery should be kept distinct, for otherwise
it will gradually become a war of extermina-
tion,—a war without end. If, when Congress
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meets, a clearly defined policy be arrived at,
a clear end to be accomplished, and then the
force adequate to that end be provided for,
then I could and would act with some degree
of confidence, not now.

I take it for granted that Washington is safe;
that Pickenscanbeatoffall assailants; that Key
West and Tortugas are strong and able to spare
troops for other purposes ; that, above all, Fort
Monroe is full of men, provisions, and warlike
materials, and that the Chesapeake is strongly
occupied. Then the first thing will be the aven-
ues of travel. Baltimore must be made to allow
the free transit of troops, provisions, and ma-
terials without question, and the route from
Wheeling to the Relay House keptopen. Here
there must be some fighting, but a march from
Brownsville or Frostburg would be a good drill,
via Hagerstown, Frederick, and the Potomac.

From present information I apprehend that
Virginia will destroy the road from Harper’s
Ferry west, and maybe the Marylanders will
try the balance ; but, without an hour’s delay,
that line should swarm with troops, who should
take no half-way measures. . . . Affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN.

CONFIDENCE IN McCLELLAN.

THROUGH all the spring months, while he was
nominally but president of a street-car company,
General Sherman’s imagination was engaged in
defending the country, building forts, occupying
positions of importance, and possessing railroads.
His letters were full of military suggestions, some
of which John Sherman showed the Secretary
of War, Mr. Cameron, who, as it might appear,
acted upon them.

Orrice St. Louls R. R. Co.,
St. Louis, April 25, 1861.

DEAR BROTHER: . . . Virginia's secession
influences some six millions of people. No
use in arguing about it at all, but all the Vir-
ginians, or all who trace their lineage back,
will feel like obeying her dictates and exam-
ple. As a State, she has been proud, boastful,
and we may say overbearing; but, on the
other hand, by her governors and authority,
she has done everything to draw her native-
born back to their State.

I cannot yet but think that it was a fatal
mistake in Mr. Lincoln not to tie to his ad-
ministration by some kind of link the Border
States. Now it is too late, and sooner or later
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Arkansas will be in
arms against us. It is barely possible that
Missouri may yet be neutral.

It is pretty nearly determined to divert the
half-million set aside for the July interest for
arming the State. All the banks but one have
consented, and the Governor and Legislature
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are strongly secession. Tunderstand to-daythe
orders at the custom-house are to refuse clear-
ance to steamboats to seceding States. All the
heavy trade with groceries and provisions is
with the South, and this order at once takes
all life from St. Louis. Merchants, heretofore
for peace and even for backing the adminis-
tration, will now fall off, relax in their exer-
tions, and the result will possibly be secession,
and then free States against slave,—the hor-
rible array so long dreaded. I know Frank
Blair desired this plain, square issue. It may
be that sooner or later it is inevitable, but I
cannot bring myself to think so. On the ne-
cessity of maintaining a government, and that
government the old constitutional one, I have
never wavered, but I do recoil from a war
when the negrois the only question.

I am informed that McClellan is appointed
to command the Ohio militia,— a most excel-
lent appointment; a better officer could not
be found. W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHINGTON, May 30, 1861.

My DrArR BroTHER: Your recent letters
have been received. One of them I read to
Secretary Cameron, and he was much pleased
with some of your ideas, especially with your
proposition about Fort Smith and the island
off Mobile. The latter is probably now in pos-
session of the Government.

It is probable that no movements will be
made into the cotton States before winter. A
regular plan has been formed by General
Scott, and is daily discussed and reconsidered
by him and other officers. The movements
now occurring are merely incidental, rather to
occupy public attention and employ troops
than to strike decisive blows. In the mean
time it is becoming manifest that the secession-
ists mean to retreat from position to position
until they concentrate sufficient force to strike
a decisive blow. I have a fear, not generally
shared in, that now a rapid concentration is
taking place, and that within a few days we
shall have a terrible battle near Washington.
Indeed, T don’t see how it can be avoided.
General Butler at Norfolk, General McClellan
at Grafton, General Patterson at Charleston,
and General Scott here, all concentrating, will
surely bring on a fight in which I fear the Vir-
ginians will concentrate the largest mass. I
have been all along our lines on the other
side, and confess that we are weaker than I
wish. Every day, however, is adding to our
forces, and strengthening our position. . . .

What think you of Frémont and Banks as
Major-generals of volunteers, and Schenck as
Brigadier? They are all able men, though I
know you don’t like volunteers. These ap-
pointments are generally satisfactory, even to
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the regular officers, many of whom say that
they had rather serve under able citizens than
old-fogy officers. The old army is a mani-
fest discredit. The desertion of so many offi-
cers (treachery, I had better say), the surrender
on parole of so many officers in Texas where
all the men were true to their allegiance, has
so stained the whole regular force of officers
that it will take good conduct on their part to
retrieve their old position.

You are regarded with favor here. It will
be your own fault if you do not gain a very
high position in the army. . Affection-
ately yours, JoHN SHERMAN.

On May 3, 1861, John Sherman wrote from
Philadelphia :

The time is past for expedients. They must
either whip us, or we shall whip them. A threat
of secession is idle. Missouri can’t secede,
nor can Virginia secede. . . . Those Dutch
troops in St. Louis will have enough backing.
Thank God, the arms in the arsenal were not
stolen. I am now acting as volunteer aide
to Major-general Patterson. Porter, Belger,
Beckwith, Patterson, Price, and others, are on
his regular staff. :

GENERAL SHERMAN OFFERS HIS SERVICES.

IN John Sherman’s letter-book is a copy, sent
at the time, of a letter General Sherman wrote
to Secretary Cameron in 1861, giving his rea-
sons for not enlisting sooner. Upon receipt of
this, it was decided at Washington to make him
colonel of three battalions of regulars, or major-
general of volunteers.

Orrice St. Louts R. R. Co.,
St. Louis, May 8, 1861.
Hon. S. CAMERON, Secretary of War.

DEar Sir: Thold myself now, as always, pre-
pared to serve my country in the capacity for
which I was trained. I did not and will not
volunteer for three months because I cannot
throw my family on the cold support of char-
ity, but for the three years’ call made by the
President, an officer could prepare his com-
mand, and do good service. I will not volun-
teer because, rightfully or wrongfully, I feel
myself unwilling to take a mere private’s place,
and having for many years lived in California
and Louisiana, the men are not well enough
acquainted with me to elect me to my appro-
priate place. Should my services be needed,
the Records of the War Department will en-
able you to designate the station in which I
can render best service. Yours truly,

W. T. SHERMAN.

UNDER FIRE AS A SPECTATOR.

BEFORE leaving St. Louis, General Sherman
was an unintentional witness of the first fighting
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in the West, of which he gives the following
account:

Orrice St. Lours RaiLroap Co.,
St. Louts, May 11, 1861.

Dear BroTHER: Very imprudently I was
a witness of the firing on the people by the
United States Militia at Camp Jackson yester-
day. You will hear all manner of accounts,
and as these will be brought to bear on the
present Legislature to precipitate events, may-
be secession, I will tell you what I saw.

My office is up in Bremen, the extreme north
of the city. The arsenal is at the extreme south.
The State camp was in a pretty grove directly
west of the city, bounded by Olive street and
Laclede Avenue. I went to my house on Lo-
cust, between Eleventh and Twelfth, at 3 p. M.,
and saw the whole cityin commotion, and heard
that the United States troops were march-
ing from the arsenal to capture the State
camp.

I told Ellen,! then took Willy? to see the
soldiers march back. I kept on walking, and
about 5.30 P. M. found myself in the grove,
with soldiers all round, standing at rest. I
went into the camp till turned aside by sen-
tinels, and found myself with a promiscuous
crowd, men, women, and children, inside the
grove, near Olive street. On that street the
disarmed State troops, some eight hundred,
were inranks. Soon a heavy column of United
States regulars followed by militia came down
Olive street, with music, and halted abreast
of me. I went up and spoke to some of the
officers, and fell back to a knoll. Soon
the music again started, and as the regulars
got abreast of the crowd, about sixty yards
to my front and right, I observed them in
confusion, using their bayonets to keep the
crowd back, as I supposed. Still, they soon
moved on, and as the militia reached the same
point a similar confusion began. I heard a
couple of shots, then half a dozen, and ob-
served the militia were firing on the crowd at
that point; but the fire kept creeping to the
rear along the flank of the column, and, hear-
ing balls cutting the leaves of trees over my
head, I fell down on the grass and crept up to
where Charley Ewing® had myboy Willy. I also
covered his person. Probably a hundred shots
passed over the ground, but none near us. As
soon as the fire slackened, I picked Willy up,
and ran with him till behind the rising ground,
and continued at my leisure out of harm’s way,
and went home.

I saw no one shot, but some dozen men were
killed, among them a woman and little girl.
There must have been some provocation at the

1 His wife. 2 His eldest son. 3 Brother-in-law.
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point where the regulars charged bayonets and
where the militia began their fire. The rest was
irregular and unnecessary, for the crowd was
back in the woods, a fence between them and
the street. There was some cheering of the
United States troops, and some halloos for Jeﬁ"
Dayvis.

I hear all of Frost's command who would
not take the oath of allegiance to the United
States are prisoners at the arsenal. I suppose
they will be held for the orders of the Presi-
dent. They were mostly composed of young
men who doubtless were secessionists. Frost
is a New-Yorker, was a graduate of West Point,
served some years in the army. . . . He was
encamped by order of the Governor ; and this
brings up the old question of State and United
States authority. We cannot have two kings:
one is enough; and of the two the United States
must prevail. But in all the South, and even
here, there are plenty who think the State Is
their king. As ever, yours affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN.

Orrice St. Lovuis R. R. Co.,
St. Louis, May 20, 1861.

Dear BROTHER: . . . The greatest difficulty
in the problem now before the country is not to
conquer, but so to conquer as to impress upon
the real men of the South a respect for their
conquerors, If Memphisbetaken,and thearmy
move on South, the vindictive feeling left be-
hind would again close the river. And here in
Missouri it would be easy enough to take Jef-
ferson City, Lexington, and any other point,
but the moment they are left to themselves the
people would resume their hatred. It is for this
reason that I deem regulars the only species of
force that should be used for invasion. I take
it for granted that Virginia will be attacked
with great force this summer, and thatthe great
problem of the war —the Mississippi — will be
reserved for the next winter. . . .

In the war on which we are now enter-
ing paper soldiers won’t do. McClellan is natu-
rally a superior man, and has had the finest
opportunities in Mexico and Europe. Even
his seniors admit his qualifications. Yours
affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN,

A COLONELCY PREFERRED TO A
BRIGADIERSHIP.

Orrice St. Louis R. R. Co,,
St. Louts, May 22, 1861.
My DeaArR BroTHER: I received your de-
spatch last evening stating I would be ap-
pointed colonel of one of the new 3-battalion
regiments. This was, I suppose, an answer to
my own despatch to the Adjutant-general ask-
ing if such would be the case. The fact is, so
many persons had written to me and spoken
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to me, all asserting they had seen or heard I
was to have one of the new regiments, that I
thought the letter to me had been misdirected
or miscarried. . I shall promptly accept
the colonelcy when received, and think I can
organize and prepare a regiment as quick as
anybody. I prefer this to a Brigadier in the
militia, for I have no political ambition, and
have verynaturally more confidence in regulars
than militia. Not that they are better, braver,
or more patriotic, but because 7 £now the peo-
ple will submit with better grace to them than
to militia of any particular locality. . . .

I think Missouri has subsidedinto a quiescent
state. There will be no attempting to execute
the obnoxious and unconstitutional militia law.
A prompt move on Little Rock from here and
Cairo and recapture of Fort Smith from Kansas
would hold Arkansas in check—a movement
which could be made simultaneous with that
on Richmond. Ihope nomen or time will be
wasted on Norfolk; it is to one side and un-
important. The capture of Richmond would
be fatal to Virginia, and the occupation of
Cumberland, Hagerstown, and Frederick by
the Pennsylvanians, whilst troops threatened
Winchester from Washington, would make the
further occupation of Harper's Ferry useless.
But, after all, the Mississippi is the great prob-
lem of the Civil War, and will require large
forces and good troops. Affectionately your
brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

On May 14, General Sherman received a de-
spatch from his brother Charles in Washington,
telling him of his appointment as colonel of the
13th Regular Infantry, and that he was wanted
in Washington at once.

The following letter was written while he was
preparing to leave St. Louis for Washington, and
the next one (June 8) from Pittsburg on his way
East.

OrricE St. Louis R. R. Co.,
St. Lours, May 24, 1861.

Dear BroTHER: I have already written
you so much that more would be a bore. Yours
of the 21stis at hand, and I can act with prompt-
ness and sufficient vigor when the occasion
arises. You all overrate my powers and abil-
ity, and may place me in a position above my
merits, a worse step than below. Really I do
not conceive myself qualified for Quartermas-
ter-general or Major-general. To attain either
station I would prefer a previous schooling with
large masses of troops in the field —one which
I lost in the Mexican War by going to Cali-
fornia. The only possible reason that would
induce me to accept high position would be to
prevent its falling into incompetent hands.
The magnitude of interest at issue now will
admit of no experiments. . .

I have still my saddle,sword, sash and some



THE NEW MEMBER OF THE CLUB.

articles of uniform which will come into immedi-
ate play. But look out—1I want the regular
army and not the 3-year men. . Yours
affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

A FORECAST OF GENERAL THOMAS'S ABILITY
TO COMMAND.

P1rTsBURG, Sunday, June 8, 1861.

DEAR BROTHER: . Should I on my
arrival find the Secretary determined to go out-
side the army, and should he make advances
to me, of course I shall accept. In like man-
ner if he tenders me a brigade I will [do] m
best, or if a colonelcy—ditto. I still feel that
it is wrong to ask for anything, and prefer
that they should make their own choice of this
position for me. You are with General Pat-
terson. There are two A. No. 1 men there—
George H. Thomas, Colonel 2d Cavalry, and
Captain Sykes, 3d Infantry. Mention my name
to both, and say to them that I wish them all
success they aspire to; and if in the vary-
ing chances of war I should ever be so placed,
I would name such as them for high places.
But'Thomas is a Virginian from near Norfolk,
and, say what we may, he must feel unpleas-
antly at leading an invading army. But if he
says he will do it, I know he will do it well.
He was never brilliant, but always cool, reli-
able, and steady, maybe a little slow. Sykes
has in him some dashing qualities. If
possible I will try and see you in your new ca-
pacity of soldier before I make another distant
break. Ifyou please, you may telegraph to Mr.
Chase simply that I have come to Washington
on Taylor's call, but I cannot wait long, and
if the Administration don’t want my services,
to say so at once emphati(,ally Yours affec-
tionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHINGTON, June 20, 1861.
DEear BroOTHER: At last the order is out,
and I am Colonel 13th Infantry. I have been

(To be continued.)

THE

1.

B MOMETHING must have
detained me that evening,
since it was nearly mid-
night when I arrived at the
club, and I hate to be so
tardy as that, for some of
our best members are mar-
ried men now, who never
stay out after one o’clock, or two at the very
furthest. Besides,the supper is served ateleven,

I0T1

asking for orders, and am this momentinformed
for the present, that inasmuch as Lieutenant-
colonel Burbank may enlist my regiment, and
as my personal services here are needed, I will
forthwith consider myself on duty here attached
to General Scott’s staff as Inspector-general. I
did not dream of this, but it really does well
accord with my inclinations and peculiar na-
ture. My duty will be to keep myself advised
of the character and kind of men who are in
military service here near Washington, and to
report to General Scott in person. Porter can
tell you what these duties will amountto. . . .
I suppose you will soon be here, for from Colo-
nel Burnside L hear [that]all of Patterson’s army
is on the Maryland side of the Potomac, and
no possible movement will be attempted before
Congress meets. . In haste, your brother,
W. T. SHERMAN,

General Sherman remained on duty with Gen-
eral Scott only ten days (June z0-30), and then
was given command of one brigade of McDowell's
army, which was to move from the defenses of
‘Washington.

He assumed command June 30, and went to
work at once to prepare his brigade for the gen-
eral advance.

Camp OproSITE GEORGETOWN,
July 16, 1861.

DEear BroTHER: We start forth to- da,v ,camp
to-night at or near Vienna; to-morrow early
we attack the enemy at or near Fairfax GHE
Germantown, and Centreville ; thereabouts we
will probably be till about Thursday, when
movement of the whole force, some 35,000
men, on Manassas, turning the position by a
wide circuit. You may expect to hear of us
about Aquia Creek or Fredericksburg (secret
absolute).

If anythmg befall me, my pay is drawn to
embrace June 30, and Ellen has full charge
of all other interests. Good-by. Your brother,
W. T. SHERMAN.

NEW MEMBER OF THE CLUB.

and the first comers take all the pleasant little
tables which line the walls of the grill-room,
leaving for the belated arrivals only the large
table which runs down the middle of the room.

As every one knows, ours is a club whose
members mainly belong to the allied arts. Of
course, now and then a millionaire manages
to get elected by passing himself off as an art
patron; but for the most part, the men one
meets there are authors, actors, architects, and
artists on canvas or in marble. So it is that the
supper served at eleven every Saturday night,



LETTERS OF TWO BROTHERS.!
PASSAGES FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF GENERAL AND

SENATOR SHERMAN.

(

THE GLOOMY YEARS OF THE WAR.

NEEDS ON THE KENTUCKY LINE.

¥? FTER Bull Run, Sherman’s bri-

| gade remained encamped at Fort
Corcoran, near Washington. He
was made a brigadier-general of
volunteers, and in his next letters
explains his transfer to the West.

- He was relieved of his command
by General Fitz-John Porter, and started for Cin-
cinnati on one of the last days of August, to
meet General Robert Anderson. g

At this time John Sherman was in Ohio, and
his letters from there to his brother require no
explanation.

Fort CorCORAN, August 19, 1861.

My DEAR BROTHER: . . . Afewdayssince
General Robert Anderson sent for me to meet
him at Willard’s. I found him with Senator
Johnson, a Mr. Maynard, and several other
members from Kentucky and Tennessee. They
told me the President had resolved to send
assistance to the Union men of Kentucky and
Tennessee, that Anderson being a Kentuckian,
to him was given the lead, and that he was al-
lowed to select three brigadiers; that he had
chosen me first and Burnside and Thomas next.
The President agreed, but McClellan would
not spare me till the danger in his front was
lessened. It was then agreed to wait a week,
when, if nothing happens here, I am to be or-
dered into Kentucky. As I understand, we are
to go there in person, mingle with the people,
satisfy ourselves of their purpose to oppose the
Southern Confederacy, and then to assist in
the organization there of a force adequate to
the end in view, that when Kentucky is assured
in her allegiance we then push into East Ten-
nessee. I feel well satisfied that unless Ken-
tucky and Tennessee remain in our Union it
is a doubtful question whether the Federal
Government can restore the old Union. . . .

There is no time to be lost, and I will not
spare my individual efforts, though T still feel
as one groping in the dark. Slowly but surely
the public is realizing what I knew all the time

1 Tt should be explained that the letters printed here
are only a part of the correspondence of General and
Senator Sherman, which is to appear later in book
form.— EDITOR.

2 On page 231 of his * Memoirs,” General Sherman

Vor. XLV.—56.

— the strong vindictive feeling of the whole
South. Your brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

CincinNaTi, September g, 1861.

DEeAR BroTHER: I am still here. General
A went quietly over to Frankfort last
Thursday, and I hear from him that things
are progressing favorably. The time seems to
have passed in this country when the voice
of the People is considered the voice of God.
Notwithstanding the large vote for the Union,
and the controlling majority in the Legislature,
there is still a doubt whether that State (Ken-
tucky) will go for the Union. . . .

I think it of vast importance, and that Ohio,
Indiana, and Illinois must sooner or later arm
every inhabitant, and the sooner the better.
I hardly apprehend that Beauregard can suc-
ceed in getting Washington, but should he, it
will be worse to us than Manassas; but suppos-
ing he falls back, he will first try to overwhelm
Rosecrans in Western Virginia and then look
to Tennessee. We ought to have here a yell-
appointed army of a hundred thousand men.?
I don’t see where they are to come from, but
this is the great center. I still think the Mis-
sissippi will be the grand field of operations.
Memphis ought to be taken in October, even
if we have to fortify and hold it a year. I
think it of more importance than Richmond.
It may be that the Southern leaders have made
such tremendous calls upon their people and
resources that if we remain on the defense they
will exhaust themselves; but upon the first
manifest symptoms of such a result, we should
follow it up. Here we have no means of offense
and but little of defense, and if you are full of
zeal you could not do better than to raise your
voice to call the young and middle-aged men
of Ohio to arms. If they can’t get muskets,
then let them get such arms as can be gath-
ered together, or if not that, then let them
organize in companies in every township, and
be ready to collect together and move on short
notice. I am amazed to see here and every-

describes how on October 11, 1861, he made his famous
suggestion (turned to his great injury) to Secretary
Cameron, that 60,000 troops were needed on that line
for defense, and 200,000 for offense. See also his letter
herewith dated October 5.
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where such apparent indifference when all
know that rebels threaten the capital and are
creeping around us in Missouri and Kansas.
If they are united, and we disunited or indif-
ferent, they will succeed. I knew this reaction
was natural and to be expected, but it is none
the less to be deplored. . . . Affectionately,
W. T. SHERMAN.

MaxsrIELD, OHIO, September 12, 1861.

My Dear BroTHER: Enlistments in this
part of the State now go on rapidly. If,
however, voluntary enlistments fail, then draft-
ing must be resorted to. It is the fairest and
best mode, for it makes all classes contribute
alike,

I have been at a loss what to do with my-
self this fall. I dislike the idea of being idle in
these stirring times. My relations with Gov-
ernor Dennison are not such as will justify me
in asking the organization of a regiment, and
I will not undertake it without carte blanche
as to officers. I notice from the papers that he
has adopted somewhat such a plan of enlist-
ment as I suggested to him. If he asks me to
assist to execute it I will do so at once and
actively, but I presume he will not do so. As
to making speeches through the State, it is very
irksome. And this is not all. Speeches from
me, unless I enlist or were in the service myself,
will not come with a good grace. My speeches
would be regarded as political. There is no dis-
position this fall to gather in mass-meetings to
hear speeches. It is probable that I shall take
some partin the canvass for the Union ticket,
but after the election I will go to Washington
and seek some active employment until after
Congress meets. JOHN SHERMAN.

[LETTER DICTATED.]

MaxsrieLp, OHIo, September 28, 1861.

Drar BroTtHER: I am at last engaged in
recruiting, I have received an order from
Governor Dennison to raise two regiments of
infantry, one squadron of cavalry, and a battery
of artillery, and I am now hard at work execut-
ing the order. I want a good colonel, an edu-
cated, brave, reliable officer. I must have him.
The order of the Governor gives me the ut-
most latitude in the selection of the officers of
this force, and I am determined it shall be well
commanded if proper officers can be obtained.
Can you name me one as major, and one as
lieutenant-colonel ? They will receive promo-
tion upon the meeting of Congress, when I shall
resign the nominal place of Colonel. In the
multiplicity of your important duties T trust you
can name such officers as I wish. I would like
it all the better if one at least of them may bea
Kentuckian, as this force is intended for Ken-
tucky. Affectionately, your brother, J. S.

LETTERS OF TWO BROTHERS.

MuLDRAUGH'S HILL, 40 miles from Louisville,
October g, 1861.

DEAR BROTHER : . I ’'m afraid you
are too late to save Kentucky. The young,
active element is all secession; the older stay-
at-homes are for union and peace, but they will
not take part. In the mean time the Southern
Confederacy, looking forward to this very con-
dition of things, has armies organized, equipped,
etc., and has the railroads so disposed that by
concentration they can overwhelm any part.
. . . Itwillrequire near one hundred thousand
men in Kentucky, and where they are to come
from I don’t know. . . .

If the Confederates take St. Louis and get
Kentucky this winter, you will be far more em-
barrassed than if Washington had fallen into
their possession, as whatever nation gets the
control of the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri
rivers will control the Continent. This they
know, and for this they willlabor. You of the
North never fully appreciated the energy of
the South. My health is good, but, as you
perceive I am far from easy about the fate of
Kentucky. Affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN, Brigadier-general.

On the 8th of October, 1861, General Ander-
son, worn out by the cares of his position, resigned,
and General Sherman naturally was forced into
the command until he could be relieved. He
continued in it until the middle of November,
when General Don Carlos Buell was sent to re-
lieve him, and Sherman was ordered to report to
General H. W. Halleck, thén in command in
Missouri. Inaletter to Adjutant-general Lorenzo
Thomas, dated Louisville, October 22, General
Sherman wrote :

You know my views, that this great center
of our field was too weak, far too weak, and
I have begged and implored till I dare not say
more.

The two following lettersshow clearly how weak
General Sherman considered his position, and
how hard he tried to better it by acquiring more
men and better arms.

HeADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE CuM-
BERLAND, LoUISVILLE, KENTUCKY,
October 26, 1861,

Drar BrRorHER: Iam just in receipt of your
letter, and am glad the Secretary remembered
my remark that to accomplish the only pur-
poses for which Kentucky can be used there
should be a force here of zoo,000 men. My
force is ridiculously small, and I hate to aug-
ment it by driblets. Look at the facts; we know
the South is all armed and prepared and must
have Kentucky —for it they will struggle.
They see us undervaluing their force. They
have already invaded the State with five times
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my forces, and are gradually preparing for an
onset. I know their leaders and their designs,
and feel that [ am to be sacrificed. The West-
ern part of the State is now in their possession.
They have about 6ooo men in the Valley of the
Big Sandy, 6000 or 7000 at Cumberland Gap
and Ford, and I doubt not at least 35,000 in
front of me, with nothing between us but Green
River, now fordable, and about 23 miles of
intervening country. Indiana is devoid of
arms, so is Ohio and the Northwest, and to
my crying demand for arms they send me a
few hundred of condemned European muskets,
whilst the people ask for rifles. We have called
onthe Kentuckians to form regiments, and they
are responding slowly to be sure, but when they
come for arms I can only answer I have none,
or such as they won't touch. I tell you, and
warn you of the danger so far as my power
goes, I cannot promise to prevent the enemy
reaching the Ohio River at a hundred differ-
ent points. Our camps are full of their spies,
and the people here all prefer their Southern
connections. I am compelled to distri-
bute them [the troops| on three weak lines, all
dependent on railroads which may at any mo-
ment be interrupted; also on telegraphs which
are daily cut. A reverse to any one of these
might be fatal to all, yet I cannot do other-
wise. The forces up Sandy must be driven or
threatened from the direction of Paris. Those
at Cumberland Gap from [Camp] Dick Rob-
inson, and those over Green River from here;
this is the most important point and the most
in danger. The Southern army wants it with
its mills, foundries, shops, and all the affairs of
a city, besides the control of the river.
Yours, W. T. SHERMAN,

It is interesting to remember how completely
the future carried out General Sherman’s predic-
tion with regard to the Kentucky line. In 1863
Burnside was cornered there, as Sherman always
believed his successor must be, and Sherman was
sent to his relief. After being relieved of his com-
mand in Kentucky by General Buell, and report-
ing to Halleckin St. Louis, General Sherman went
to his old home in Lancaster, Ohio, for a short
leave, and on his return was sent to take com-
mand of the camp of instruction at Benton Bar-
racks, near St. Louis, and to get the troops there
into condition for immediate use. On January
9, 1862, he writes:

By giving up command in Kentucky I
acknow]edged my inability to manage the case,
and I do think Buell can manage better than
I could, and if he succeeds he will deserve all
honor, but I do think it is wrong to push him
on that line, whilst the army at Washington
remains comparatively inert. .

Now Halleck has in Missouri about 8o,000
. men on paper, and there are not in an organ-
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ized shape more than 10,000 or 20,000 opposed
to him, yet the country is full of Secessionists,
and it takes all his command to watch them.
This is an element which politicians have never
given full credit to. These local Secessionists
are really more dangerous than if assembled in
one or more bodies, for then they could be
traced outand found, whereasnow they are scat-
tered on farms and are very peaceable, but when
a bridge is to be burned they are about. . . .
Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP OF INSTRUCTION,
BeENTON BARRACKS (near St. Louis, Mo.),
Feb. 3, 1862.
DeAR BROTHER. . . . I amstill here at the
Barracks, doing my best to organize, equip, and
prepare regiments for the coming spring. . . .
I believe an attempt will be made on the
forts on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers
in coéperation with Buell, who finds with his
120,000 men he still needs help. Irather think
they will come up to my figures yet. Halleck is
expected to send them from 30,000 to 50,000
men. Had this been done early and promptly,
the Confederates could nothave made Bowling
Green and Columbus next to impregnable.
Until these places are reduced it will not do
to advance far into Tennessee, and I doubt if
it will be done. East Tennessee cannot exer-
cise much influence on the final result. West
Tennessee is more important, as without the
navigation of the Mississippi all commercial
interests will lean to the Southern cause. If the
Southern Confederacy can control the naviga-
tion of the Lower Mississippi, and European
nations from the mouths of the Mississippi,
what can Missouri and Kentucky do? These
are, however, questions for the future. . . .
Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHincroN, Feb. 15, 1862.

Dear BrorHER. I was infinitely rejoiced
to see in this morning’s paper the announce-
ment that you were to command at Cairo.
I sincerely hope it is true. If so, you will
have a noble opportunity to answer those who
have belied you. Take my advice: be hope-
ful, cheerful, polite to everybody, even a news-
paper reporter. They are, in the main, clever,
intelligent men, a little too pressing in their
vocation.

Above all things be hopeful and push
ahead. Active, bold, prompt, vigorous action
is now demanded: McClellan is dead in the
estimation of even military men. . . .

Do not the cheers with which our gunboats
were received in Tennessee and Alabama show
you what I have always contended, that this
rebellion is a political one, managed by “ South-
ern gentlemen” and not grounded in the uni-

~
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versal assent of the people? [Andrew] Johnson
has now more adherents in Tennessee than
Jeff Davis. Let our leading army officers who
have been educated to defend the nation catch
the spirit of our people, a generous, hopeful,
self-sacrificing spirit. Let them go ahead, and
you will find the Union restored and strength-
ened by its trials. . . . Affectionately yours,
Joun SHERMAN.

While General Sherman was in command of
the camp of instruction at Benton Barracks, the
movement up the Tennessee began. Grant and
Foote took Fort Henry. Before Fort Donelson
was taken, Sherman was ordered to go at once
to Paducah, Ky., to take command of that post
and expedite the operations up the Tennessee
and Cumberland. The day after his arrival [Feb-
ruary 16] there came the news of the capture of
Fort Donelson.

On February 23, General Sherman wrote from
Paducah, Ky.:

Don’t get to war with McClellan. You mis-
take him if you underrate him. He must be-
gin to move soon, and I think he will. If he
can threaten Richmond and cause Johnston
to fall back from Manassas, he will relieve the
capital, which is the reason why foreign gov-
ernments talk of acknowledging the Southern
Independence.

THE QUESTION OF SURPRISE AT SHILOH.

SENATE CHAMBER, WasHINGTON CITY,
April 20, 1862.
Dear BroTHER : I heartily and with.great
pride in you congratulate you on your escape
and for the high honor you won in the battle
of the 7th [6th] and the 8th [7th]. Cecilia® and
I have watched with the most anxious interest
your course, and have read every word that was
accessible to us in regard to the battle. I need
not say that it has been with the highest satis-
faction. Theofficialreports of Generals Halleck
and Grant leave nothing to desire except that
the information as to your wound in the hand is
indefinite. From your subsequent operations 1
infer it is not so serious as to disable you. It was
a fearful battle, and I cannot yet conceive how
a general rout was avoided. The first accounts
gave an exaggerated account of the surprise,
of whole regiments killed or captured in their
tents, and of inexcusable carelessness in guard-
ing against surprise. More recent accounts
modify the extent of the surprise, but still there
is an impression that suficient care was not
taken; that pickets were not far enough ad-
vanced or of sufficient force, and that General
Grant should have been nearer his command.
I sincerely hope he will be relieved from all
blame.
1 John Sherman’s wife.

LETTERS OF TWO BROTHERS.

The general tone of public sentiment is very
hopeful.

This arises partly from the changed tone of
our foreign news, and perhaps from the com-
parative ease of money matters under our enor-
mous expenditures.

The great drawback is on account of Me-
Clellan’s position. Military men of the highest
character, as well as nearly all civilians, think
he is in a position from which he cannot retreat,
and where he must fight under very great dis-
advantage. Still the general feeling is hopeful
of the success of our arms and the preservation
of the Union. I still adhere to my conviction
that we shall demonstrate the strength, unity
and prosperity of a Republican Government
for fifty years to come. Notwithstanding your
reluctance to mingle in the stirring events of
the time it will be your fate to do so, and I have
entire confidence that it will be with success
and distinction. Affectionately yours,

JoHN SHERMAN.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP SHILOH,
April 22, 1862.

Dear BroTHER : My hand 1s still very sore,
but I am able to write some. The newspapers
came back to us with accounts of our battle of
the 6th and 7th inst., as usual made by people
who ran away and had to excuse their cowar-
dice by charging bad management on the part
of leaders. 1 see that we were surprised, that
our men were bayoneted in their tents, that
officers had not had breakfast, etc. Thisis all
simply false. The attack did not begin until
7:45 A, All but the worthless cowards had
had breakfast. Not a man was bayoneted in
or near his tent. Indeed our brigade surgeon
Hartshorn has not yet seen a single bayonet
wound on a living or dead subject. The regi-
ments that professed to have been surprised
lost no officers at all, and of the two that first
broke in my division, the 53d and 57th Ohio,
the 53d lost no officers and only 7 men, the
57th 2 officers and 7 men. Some of my Ohio
regiments that did fight well lost as many as 49
and 34, but not a bayonet, sword, or knife
wound, all cannon and musket ball. Those of
my brigade held our original position from
7:45 A. M., when the attack began, until ro:10
A. M., when the enemy had passed my left and
got artillery to enfilade my line, when I ordered
them to fall back. We held our second position
until 4 p. M., and then fell back without oppo-
sition to the third and last position, more than
a mile from the river.

As to surprise, we had constant skirmishes
with the enemy’s cavalry all the week before,
and I had strong guards out in front of each
brigade, which guards were driven in on the
morning of the battle, but before the enemy
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came within cannon-range of my position every
regiment was. under arms at the post I had
previously assigned to them. The cavalry was
saddled and artillery harnessed up, unlimbered,
and commenced firing assoon as we could see
anything to fire at. . . . The enemy did not
carry either of my roads until he had driven
Prentiss and got in on my left. . . .

Whether we should have been on this or
that side of the Tennessee River is not my
business. I did not apprehend an attack from
Beauregard, because I thought then and think
now he would have done better if he could
have chosen ground as far back from our stores
as possible. We are bound to attack him, and
had we run out of cartridges or stores or got
stampeded twenty miles back from the Ten-
nessee the result would have been different from
now. But we knew the enemy wasin our front,
but in what form we could not tell, and I was
always ready for an attack. I am outof all pa-
tience that our people should prefer to believe
the horrid stories of butchery, ridiculous in
themselves, gotten up by cowards to cover
their shame, than the plain natural reports of
the officers who are responsible, and who saw
what they describe. My report, with all the
subordinate reports of brigadiers and colonels,
with lists of killed and wounded and missing,
went to General Grant on the rxth.

The enemy is still in our front; we can get
a fight the hour and minute we want it. Hal-
leck, Buell, Grant, all in authority are now
here and responsibility cannot be shifted. The
common soldiers and subordinates ran away,
and now want to blame the commanders. . . .
Your affectionate brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

Camp 8 MILES FRONT OF CORINTH, May 7,1862.
My DEAR BROTHER. . . . Thescoundrelswho
fled their ranks and left about half their num-
berto do their work have succeeded in establish-
ing the story of surprise, stuck with bayonets
and swords in their tents, and all that stuff.

Zhey were surprised, astonished, and dis-
gusted at the utter want of respect for life on the
part of the Confederates,whom they have been
taught to regard as inferior to them, and were
surprised to see them approach with banners
fluttering, bayonets glistening, and lines dressed
on the center. It was a beautiful and dreadful
sight, and I was prepared and have freely over-
looked the fact that many wilted and fled, but,
gradually recovering, rejoined our ranks. But
those who did not recover their astonishment
had to cast about for a legitimate excuse, and
the cheapest one was to accuse their officers;
and, strange to say, this story is believed before
ours who fought two whole days.

Every battery(3)washarnessed upin position
before called on to fire, and the cavalry—only
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350 in my whole division—was in the saddle
at daylight, and the attack did not begin until
the sun was two hours high. .

Prentiss was not surprised, for I sent him word
an hour before the enemy’s infantry began to
appear, and he was not made prisoner until
aftepgipear. L'

I confess I did not think Beauregard would
abandon his railroads to attack us on our base,
when he knew that by waiting a short time we
would be forced to advance, when he would
most assuredly have been beaten.

I am now on the extreme right, and we are in
contact with the enemy’s pickets. Some fierce
struggle must soon follow, but that the war is
ended or even fairly begun I do not believe.
Affectionately your brother, W.T. SHERMAN,

WasHincToN City, May 10, 1862.

My DEAR BroTHER: I received your recent
letter, in which you mention your position on
the morning of Sunday very opportunely.

It arrived on the morning I had to make a.
speech on Ohio volunteers. . . . You will see
from Harlan’s remarks there is much feeling
against Grant,and I try to defend him, but with
little success.

As to your personal position you need not
fear. Halleck’s opinion about your action on
Sunday is the opinion of the country. You are
as likely to be abused on my account as on
your own. I am so accustomed to the storms
of factious opposition as to be perfectly serene
under it. I hope you will become so. Affec-
tionately, JonN SHERMAN.

Camp BEFORE CORINTH, HEADQUARTERS
sTH DivisioN, May 12, 1862.

My DEAR BROTHER. . I'was gratified
on Monday when I came in contact with my old
Kentucky command. They gathered around
me, and were evidently pleased to meet me
again, officers and men. I think Mr. Lincoln
is a pure-minded, honest, and good man. I
have all faith in him. ‘

I think it is a great mistake to stop enlist-
ments. There may be enough soldiers onpaper,
but not enough in fact. My aggregate, present
and absent, is 10,452. Present for duty, 5298;
absent sick, 2557 ; absent wounded, 855. The
rest are on various detached duties, as team-
sters or hospital attendants, embracing about
600 sick in camp. About this proportion will
run through the whole army. I have notreally
one thorough soldier in my command. They
are all green and raw.

Last evening I had to post my own pickets
and come under the fire of the enemy’s pickets.
Came near being hit. Of course being mounted
and ahead, I and staff always get an undue
share of attention.
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I made my official report of the battle of the
6th and 7th [Shiloh]on the rrth of April, sent
it to Grant,and he to Halleck. It has notbeen
published, and it is none of my business. An
officer ought not to publish anything. His re-
port is to the Government, may contain con-
fidential matter,and the War Departmentalone
should have the discretion or not, according to
the interests of Government. . . .

Grant had been expecting Buell a whole
week before hearrived. We all knew the enemy
was in our front,but we had to guess at his pur-
pose. Now that it is known, all are prophets;
but before we were supposed to be a vast ag-
gressive force sent by an intelligent government
toinvade the South, and for us to have been ner-
vous on the subject of attack would have indi-
cated weakness. Beauregard then performed
the very thing which Johnston should have
done in Kentucky last October. My force was
divided, he could have interposed his, attacked
McCook at Mobile and Thomas at London,

.and would have defeated us with perfect ease.
The Secessionists would then have had Ken-
tucky and Mobile both. Why he did not is a
mystery to me. And Buckner told me that
Johnston’s neglect on that occasion was so gall-
ing to him that he made him give a written
order not to attempt to manceuver.
Affectionately yours, W. T. SHERMAN,

NOT IN PERFECT ACCORD POLITICALLY.

MansrFieLD, OHIo, August 24, 1862.

Dear BroTHER: Your letter of August 13,
with inclosures, was received. I haveread care-
fully your general orders inclosed, and also your
order on the employment of negroes. I see no
objection to the latter, except the doubt and de-
lay caused by postponing the pay of negroes
until the courts determine their freedom. As
the act securing their freedom is a military
rule, you ought to presume their freedom until
the contrary is shown, and pay them accord-
ingly. :
You can form no conception of the change
of public opinion here as to the negro question.
Men of all parties who now appreciate the mag-
nitude of the contest and who are determined
to preserve the unity of the Government at all
hazards, agree that we must seek the aid and
make it the interest of the negroes to help us.
Nothing but our party divisions and our natural
prejudice of caste has kept us from using them
as allies in the war, to be used for all purposes
in which they can advance the cause of the
country. Obedience and protection must go
together. When rebels take up arms, not only
refuse obedience, but resist by force, they have
no right to ask protection in any way. And
especially that protection should not extend
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to a local right inconsistent with the general
spirit of our laws, and the existence of which
has been from the beginning the chief element
of discord in the country. I am prepared, for
one, to meet the broad issue of universal eman-
cipation.

By the way, the only criticism I notice of
your management in Memphisis your leniency
to the rebels. Iinclose you an extract. I take
it that most of these complaints are groundless,
but you perceive from it the point upon which
public opinion rests. The energy and bitter-
ness which they have infused into the contest
must be met with energy and determination.
. . . Such is not only the lesson of history, the
dictate of policy, but it is the general popular
sentiment. I know you care very little for the
latter. . . . It is sometimes passionate, hasty,
and intemperate, but after a little fluctuation
it settles very near the true line. You notice
that Frémont, Butler, Mitchel, Turchin, and
Cochrane are popular, while Buell, Thomas,
McClellan, and others are not. 1t is not for
military merit, for most persons concede the
inferiority in many respects of the officers first
named, but it is because these officers agree
with and act upon the popular idea. . . .

Since my return I have spent most of my
time in my library. I have always felt that my
knowledge of American politics was rather the
superficial view of the politician, and not ac-
curate enough for the position assigned me. I
therefore read and study more and speak less
than usual. . . .

We all wait with intense anxiety the events
impending in Virginia. We all fear results for
a month to come. Now is the chance for the
rebels. Affectionately yours,

JoHN SHERMAN.

On July 16, Halleck, who had just been ordered
to the East to succeed McClellan, sent General
Sherman a despatch telling him that Grant was
to succeed to his [Halleck’s] command, and or-
dering Sherman to Memphis. Sherman reached
Memphis July 21, and immediately took com-
mand, giving his time to the discipline and drill
of his two divisions, and to the administration of
civil affairs.

. MEMmPHIS, Sept. 22, 1862.

DEeArR BrRoTHER: . . . Troops are moving
up through Arkansas from Missouri. It looks
as though they want to swap countries with us.
Itis about time the North understood the truth
that the entire South, man, woman, and child,
is against us, armed and determined. It will
call for a million men for several years to put
them down. They are more confident than
ever ; none seem to doubt their independence,
but some hope to conquer the Northwest. My
opinion is, there never can be peace and we
must fight it out. I guess you now see how,
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from the very first, I argued that you all un-
derestimated the task. None of you would
admit for a moment that after a year's fighting
the enemy would still threaten Washington,
Cincinnati, and St. Louis. We ought to hold
fast to the Mississippi as a great base of opera-
tions. I would regard the loss of St. Louis as
more fatal to our future success than the cap-
ture of Harrisburg and Philadelphia. . . . You
doubtless, like most Americans, attribute our
want of success to bad generals. I do not.
With us you insist the boys, the soldiers, gov-
ern. They must have this or that, or will cry
down their leaders in the newspapers, so no
general can achieve much. They fight or run
as they please, and of course it is the general’s
fault. Until this is cured, you must not look
for success. Affectionately yours,
W. T. SHERMAN.

MansFiELD, OHIO, Sept. 23, 1862.

DEAR BROTHER: . As one of the bad
signs I regret to notice so many quarrels be-
tween officers. The feeling among the
people is general that the regular officers are
indisposed to treat with decent civility those
who, like most of the great military men of his-
tory, are educated in the field rather than in the
school. And it is feared that habits of educa-
tion and association make them feel indifferent
to the success of the war— fighting rather from
a pride of duty than from an earnest convic-
tion that the rebellion must be put down with
energy. Since Halleck went to Washington
every movement is left to him absolutely. No
interference or even advice is tendered. He
has chosen his own officers, and if he fails I
see nothing left but for the people to resort to
such desperate means as the French and Eng-
lish did in their revolutions.

I am rejoiced that you have been able to
keep out of the adversities that have befallen
us. Your course in Memphisisjudicious. Your
speech I can heartily indorse. I hope you can
maintain yourself at Memphis until relieved,
and I have no doubt you will fill an honorable
place in the history of our times. By the way,
I received within a day or two a letter from a
gentleman of the highest political status, con-
taining this passage: “ Within the last few
days I heard an officer say he heard your
brother the General abuse you roundly at Cor-
inth as one of the blank abolitionists who had
brought on the war, and that he was ashamed
to own you as a brother.” I haveno doubtthe
officer said this, but I knew you did not, and
so contradicted it with decided emphasis. I
onlyrepeat it now to show you how persistently
efforts are being made to separate the class of
high regular officers to which you belong from
civilians. Whenever that separation is effected
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allimportant commands will gradually be trans-
ferred to such officers as Banks, Sigel, Morgan,
Nelson, and to such regular officers as show a
sympathy with the radical faction, as Hunter,
Frémont, and Doubleday. I earnestly depre-
cate all such tendencies. 1 want the war con-
ducted regularly according to the tenets of
civilized warfare. I prefer regular officers, and
scarcely ever criticize them, and never in pub-
lic; but if the time shall come when emanci-
pation of blacks and colonization of whites is
necessary in order to preserve the unity of this
country, then I would prefer a fanatic like
John Brown to lead our armies and an Aboli-
tionist like Chase, with brains and energy, to
guide our counsels. Affectionately yours,
JoHN SHERMAN.

MewmpHIS, Oct. 1, 1862.

DeAR BROTHER. I rather think you
now agree with me that this is no common war,
that it was not going to end in a few months or
a few years. For after eighteen months’ war the
enemy is actually united, armed, and deter-
mined, with powerful forces, well handled, dis-
ciplined, and commanded, on the Potomac, the
Ohio, and Missouri. You must now see that I
was right in not seeking prominence at the out-
start. I knew and know yet that the Northern
people have to unlearn all their experience of
the past thirty years and be born again before
they will see the truth. . . . Everybody thought
I exaggerated the dangers, so I have no right
to an opinion; but I rather think many now
see the character of the war in which we are
engaged. I don'tsee the end, or the beginning
of the end, but suppose we must prevail or
perish. I don’tbelieve thattwo nations can exist
within our old limits, and, therefore, that war
is on us, and we must fight it out.

When anybody tells you that I ever doubted
your honesty and patriotism, tell him he says
false. I may have said you were a politician,
and that we differed widely in the origin of this
war, but that being in it we fully agreed that it
must be fought out. But you have more faith
than I in the people. They are not infallible.
People may err as much as men, as individuals,
and whole communities may err. Can the peo-
ple of the North be right and the South too ?
One of the peoples must be wrong.

Your brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

AFTER THE ELECTIONS IN 1862,

THE following letter from John Sherman was
written just after the autumn elections, which re-
sulted so disastrously to the Republican party.

MaNSFIELD, OHIO, Nov. 16, 1862.
DEAR BROTHER : Two matters now
excite attention among politicians: What is the
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cause and what will be the effect of the recent
elections; and what are we to do about our de-
preciated papermoney ? Nodoubtmany causes
conspired to defeat the Union party. The two
I will name were the most influential, and yet
the least will be said about them.

The first is that the Republican organization
was voluntarily abandoned by the President
and his leading followers, and a no-party Union
was formed to run against an old, well-drilled
party organization. This was simply ridiculous,
It was as if you would disband your army
organization because it was tyrannical, and
substitute the temporary enthusiasm of masses
to fight regular armies. Political as well as
military organization is necessary to success.
Ward meetings, committees, conventions, party
cries are just as necessary in politics as drills,
reviews, etc., are in war; so the Republicans
have found out. If they have the wisdom to
throw overboard the old debristhatjoined them
in the Union movement, they will succeed. If
not, they are doomed.

The other prominent reason for defeat is,
the people were dissatisfied at the conduct and
results of the war. The slow movementson the
Potomac and, worse still, in Kentucky dissatis-
fied and discouraged people. It was a little
singular that the Democrats, some of whom
opposed the war, should reap the benefit of this
feeling, but such is the fate of parties. Lincoln
was a Republican. He put and kept in these
slow generals, and we will be punished for it by
having an organized opposition limiting appro-
priations. No doubtthe wantonandunnecessary
use of the power to arrest without trial, and the
ill-timed proclamation, contributed to the gen-
eral result. The other matter I allude to is de-
manding careful consideration. Asitismy line
of official duty, I have formed certain theories,
which may be all wrong, but as they are the
result of reflection I will act upon them. My
remedy for paper money is by taxation to de-
stroy the banks and confine the issue to Gov-
ernment paper. Let this [be the] onlyissue, as it
is found to be difficult to negotiate the bonds
of the Government. As a matter of course,
there will a time come when this or any scheme
of paper money will lead to bankruptcy, but
that is the result of war, not of any particular
plan of finance. I watch your course closely
and take great interest and pride in your suc-
cess. Affectionately your brother,

JOHN SHERMAN,

MeumpHIs, Nov. 24, 1862.
Dear BroTHER: . . . The late elections
don’t disturb me a particle. The people have
so long been accustomed to think they could
accomplish anything by a vote, that they still
think so; but now a vote is nothing more than
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a change, and will produce no effect. The
war might have been staved off a few years,
or the issue might have been made up more
clearly, or the first enthusiasm of the country
might have been better taken advantage of,
but these are now all passed, and faultfinding
will do no good. We are involved in a war
that will try the sincerity of all our professions
of endurance, courage, and patriotism. Lead-
ers will, of course, be killed off by the score.
Thousands will perish by the bullet or sick-
ness, but war must go on — it can’t be stopped.
The North must rule, or submit to degrada-
tion and insult forever more. The war must
now be fought out. The President, Congress,
no earthly power, can stop it without absolute
submission. . . . Yours affectionately,
W, T. SHERMAN.

REACHING OUT FOR VICKSBURG.
GENERAL SHERMAN sent to his brother copies

of the orders he received from Grant before his -

[Sherman’s] attack on Vicksburg, and also the
following remarks, which have never been pub-
lished, and which were written by him in response
to the severe criticisms of the press after the fail-
ure of his attempt.

I put the division of M. L. Smith in motion
the next day (gth), and in the three succeeding
days we marched into Memphis, arriving there
the 12th. Forthwithsent special aids to Helena,
to which point Curtis’s forces detached to Gre-
nada had returned to Columbus, Ky.; com-
municated daily to General Grant progress
made, and fixed the 18th to embark. I got
some boats in Mempbhis,loaded them with am-
munition, provisions, and forage in advance,
calculating for 30,000 men for forty days. I re-
ported promptly the fact that by combining the
Memphis and Helena forces, and deducting
the garrisons ordered, I could not make up
more than 30,000 men. I reported the same
fact to Halleck. I could not get the boats to
embark at Memphis until the 2oth and at
Helena the 22d, but I had appointed Christ-
mas day to reach the mouth of the Yazoo, and
did it, detaching portions on my way down to
break the veryimportant railroad leading from
Vicksburg to Texas; finished out roo miles
to Monroe, La., and running three trains a
day. Arrived at the mouth of the Yazoo, I met
all the navy officers who had been running up
and down for months, All agreed we could
not land at Haynes’ Bluff on account of the
batteries and torpedoes. The only practicable
landing-place where we could emerge was at
or near Johnson’s plantation. All agreed on
this, but no one knew of the road or roads
leading back to Vicksburg, save that there had
been roads, and the distance was seven miles.
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I examined all the maps, questioned all the
officers and negroes, and then announced, in
orders, the time, place, and manner of land-
ing, marching, and fighting. Grant had been
advised of all my movements, and his orders
were “ as soon as possible,” naming to me the
18th. I had noreason to doubt that he would
soon be heard of. I once did hear from a negro
that the Yankees had got to Yazoo City. Had
that been true, we could have succeeded.
Same of Banks coming up. My instructions
never contemplated my taking Vicksburg
alone. It was ridiculous, but I supposed
every hour and minute I might hear Grant’s
guns to the north and Banks’s south. Grant
was, it appears, by rain and the acts of the
enemy, compelled to fall back of where I had
left him, and had no means of sending me
word. I urged the attack because, from the
masses of the enemy I saw, and the sounds of
cars coming twenty and thirty times a day, I
felt the enemy was receiving large reinforce-
I know the attack was made on the
best point, and those who say otherwise don't
know the ground. I do,having examined each
spot in person by night and day. On the point
of the real attack, the head of the Chickasaw
Bayou, I had assembled all of Morgan’s and
Steele’s divisions,—more than half my whole
force,—and as many men as could be assem-
bled on that ground. The other divisions at
the same time also were actually engaged,
though Morgan and Blair did not think so
because they could not see and hear it, but I
didis « .

It is not so that the troops were injured by
my management. They were reémbarked as
soon as such a thing could be done. We went
by Milliken’s Bend to Arkansas Post, where
as usual I had to lead, and back again here,
before Banks can be heard of or Grant’s troops
come up even by water. Grant is now here in
command,well satisfied that I fulfilled his orders
to the letter, regretting only that he was unable
to codperate until too late. Yours,

SHERMAN.

MewmpHIS, Dec. 20, 1862.
DEAR BrROTHER: . . . The great evil is
absenteeism, which is real desertion, and should
be punished with death. Of course I would
have the wounded and sick well cared for, but
the sick-list, real and feigned, is fearful. More
than one half the paper army is not in the ene-
my’s country, and whilst the actual regiments
present for duty are in arrears of pay and favor,
_sick and discharged men are carefully paid and
provided for. Unite with others and discrimi-
nate in favor of the officers and soldiers who are
with their companies. The “ absent and sick ”
should receive half pay, because of the advan-
Vor. XLV.—357.
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tages they receive of fine hospitals and quiet
residence at home. The “absent without
leave ” should be treated as deserters, and in
no event receive a dollar’s pay, clothing, or
anything else. In course of time we may get
an army. Finance is very important, but no
use of discussing that now; we must fight it
out, if it devastates the land and costs every
cent of the North. . . .

I rise at 3 A. M. to finish up necessary busi-
ness, and as usual write in haste. . . . I am
very popular with the people here, and officers,
and indeed with all my men. I don’t seek
popularity with the “sneaks and absentees”
or the “ dear people.” . . . Affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN,

JOHN SHERMAN'S CONFIDENCE IN GENERAL
BANKS,

WasHINGTON, January 2, 1863,

My Dear BroTHER: We are watching with
the most eager interest the progress of your ex-
pedition. We all hope its success will brighten
the gloom cast by operations here. Ifthe Mis-
sissippl can only be opened and Texas and
Arkansas detached, it will be a gleam of hope
by which I can see the end of the war. Without
an outlet to the South and West, and with such
a blockade as we can easily keep up, the South-
ern Confederacy cannot exist. This will settle
the cotton question, for Texas and Arkansas,
with the free labor that can easily be thrown

_there, can grow enough cotton for the world—

another ground of hope. Banks and yourself I
regard as thebest officerswehave. . . . Thave
always believed in you, even when you were
under a cloud. If you and Banks can act har-
moniously and actively together, youareable to
do more than any two men in this continent.

By the way, Banks is a reserved man, not
from pride or over self-confidence, but from
the defects of a limited education and from a
sensitiveness this unconsciously giveshim. The
more you know him the better you will like
him, He and I are warm friends. Became
early attached in his famous contest for Speaker
when I first entered Congress. Although new
in political life, I stuck to him when his pros-
pectswere dark, and ever since there has been a
sincere friendship between us, although we have
not often met. This feeling I know will warm
him toward you, and his abilities will excite
your respect. I write this in anticipation of
your meeting and having to codperate. . . .

This Government has to be maintained, and
I now look to you and Banks as the “ men of
promise.” . . . I do not favor the Bankrupt
Law, as you suppose, and I can’t conceive how
you got that idea, unless because I presented
petitions. I am occasionally asked for letters
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to you. I generally decline, except where re-
fusal would wound a valued friend.
Affectionately yours, = JoHN SHERMAN.

NAPOLEON, ARK.,
STEAMER “ ForEsT QUEEN,”
Jan. 1y, 1863.

DeAR BROTHER: . . . On the supposition
that Banks will have taken Port Hudson and
reached Vicksburg,we start back for that place
to-morrow. Of ourselveswe cannot take Vicks-
burg., With Banks, and a fleet below usand a
fleet above, we may make a desperate attempt,
but Vicksburg is as strong as Gibraltar, and is
of vital importance to the cause of the South.
Of course they will fight desperately for it. We
must do the same, for all are conscious that the
real danger of this war—anarchy among our
people—begins to dawn. The people of the
North mistake widely if they suppose they can
have peace now by opposing this war. . . .

I hope the politicians will not interfere with
Halleck. You have driven off McClellan, and
is Burnside any better? Buellis displaced. Is
Rosecrans any faster ? His victory at Mur-
freesboro is dearly bought. Let Halleck alone,
and if things don’t go to your liking, don't
charge it to men but to the condition of things.
Human power is limited, and you cannot ap-
preciate the difficulty of molding into a ho-
mogeneous machine the discordant elements
which go to make up our armies. A thousand
dollars a day would not pay me for the trou-
ble of managing a volunteer army. I never
dreamed of so severe a test of my patriotism as
being superseded by McClernand, and if I can
keep down my tame [?] spirit and live, I will
claim a virtue higher than Brutus’. T rarely see
a newspaper, and am far behind the times; in-
deed, am not conscious that a Congress sits,
though I know it must. Do think of the army,
and try and give us the means to maintain dis-
cipline, prevent desertion, pillage and absentee-
ism. Under the present system of mere threats
and no punishment, our armies melt away like
snow before the sun. I doubtif Burnside, Rose-
crans, Grant, and Curtis now have, all com-
bined, 300,000 in their front ranks. This army,
30,000 amonth ago,though reinforced by 2400
men, is now down to 24,000, though we have
lost only 2500 in battle ; sickness and detach-
ments make a perfect stream to the rear. Blair
has a brigade in my corps, and sees now the
practices of war as contrasted with its theory,
and could give some useful hints on these
points. Affectionately, W. T.SHERMAN.

CaMP NEAR VICKSBURG,
Jan. 25, 1863.
DearR BroTHER: . . . Unless you enact a
law denying to all citizens between the ages of
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eighteen and forty-five, who do not enlist and
serve three years faithfully, the right of suffrage
or to hold office after the war is over, you will
have trouble.. The army growls a good deal at
the apathy of thenation, athome quiet, comfort-
able and happy, yet pushing them forward on
all sorts of desperate expeditions. Newspapers
can’t now turn armies against their leaders.
Every officer and soldier knows I pushed the
attack on Vicksburg as far as they wanted to
venture, and if others think differently, they
naturally say, “ Why not come down and try ?”
. . . Two years have passed, and the rebel flag
still haunts our national capital — our armies en-
ter the vastrebel territory, and the wave closesin
behind, scarcely leaving a furrow mark behind.
The utmost we can claim is that our enemy re-
spects our power to do them physical harm
more than they did at first, but as to loving us
any more, it were idle even to claim it. Our
armies are devastating the land, and it is sad to
see the destruction that attends our progress —
we cannot help it. Farmsdisappear, houses are -
burned and plundered, and every living animal
killed and eaten. General officers make feeble
efforts to stay the disorder, but it is idle. . . .

The South abounds in corn, cattle, and pro-
visions, and their progress in manufacturing
shoes and cloth for their soldiers is wonderful.
They are as well supplied as we, and they have
an abundance of the best cannon, arms, and
ammunition. Inlong-range cannon theyrather
excel us, and their regiments are armed with
the very best Enfield rifles and cartridges, put
up at Glasgow, Liverpool, and their new South-
ern armories, and I still say they have now as
large armies in the field as we. They give up
cheerfully all they have. I still see no end, or
even the beginning of the end. . . .

The early actors and heroes of the war will
be swept away, and those who study its pro-
gress, its developments, and divine its course
and destiny, will be most appreciated. We are
in for the war, and must fight it out, cost what
it may. As to making popularity out of it, it is
simply ridiculous, and all who attempt it will
be swept as chaff before the wind. . . . Your
affectionate brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHINGTON, D. C.,
January 27, 1863.

Dear BrorHer: The pressure of official
duties here prevented me writing sooner, but
I have kept a watchful eye on all your move-
ments récently,

I have not the slightest hesitation in justify-
ing every movement you have made. The
newspapers are generally down on you, and
will command the public attention to your
prejudice, but intelligent persons do not fail to
notice that not a specific allegation is made
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against you. The authorities sustain your ac-
tions throughout. This is especially so as to
the Secretary of War. Iread your official re-
port, and was very anxious to have it published.
It would correct many errors, and would be a
complete justification and explanation of many
things not understood.

I asked General Halleck to allow me to pub-
lish it. He declined unless the Secretary of
War consented, and said he would submit my
application to the secretary. Afterward I saw
the secretary, and he told me he had directed
a copy of the report to be furnished for pub-
lication. I again called at Halleck’s, and saw
General Cullum, who objected to the publica-
tion of the report on various grounds. :

After a full conversation with Cullum, I sup-
posed I had satisfied him that it ought to be
published, and he agreed to submit my reasons
to Halleck, and ask a reconsideration. This
morning I received a note from Halleck stat-
ing that as further operations would occur be-
fore Vicksburg, he did not deem it advisable
to publish the report at present. Thus the mat-
ter ends. Cullum stated to me that there was
no officer of the army who did not entirely jus-
tify your attack onVicksburg under the circum-
stances as you supposed them tobe, Inthe end
you will be justified in public opinion.

Military matters look dark here in the Army
of the Potomac. Burnside is relieved, and
Hooker is in command. The entire army seems
demoralized. Perhaps whenitis ready to move
it may be all right. A certain amount of dis-
satisfaction always will existin an army. I was
very glad to notice that you were popular with,
and had the confidence of, your men. This is
the case with but few officers. I deeply pity
Porterl.. . .

If we recover from the folly of legislators,
and the quarrels of our generals, it will be evi-
dence of vitality remarkable in the history of
any nation. I believe we will survive all these
dangers, and I agree with you that no course
is left for us but to fight it out. I cannot re-
spect some of the constituted authorities, yet
I will cordially support and aid them while
they are authorized to administer the Govern-
ment. Pray write me as often as you can. Af-
fectionately yours, JoHN SHERMAN.

THE PRESS AS AN ALLY OF THE ENEMY.

CAMP BEFORE VICKSBURG,
February 4, 1863.
DEAR BROTHER: I now know the
secret of this last tirade against me personally.
Of course newspaper correspondents regard
me as the enemy of their class. I announced
that all such accompanying the expedition were
1 Fitz-John Porter.
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and should be treated as spies. They are spies
because theirpublications reach the enemy, give
them direct and minute information of the com-
position of our forces, and while invariably they
puff up their immediate patrons they pull down
all others. Thus this man K. ,dating his pa-
perupon the steamer Continental, the headquar-
ters of Generals Steele and Blair, gives to these
general officers and their divisions undue praise,
and libel and abuse to all others. This not only
plays into the hands of our enemies by sowing
dissensions among us, but it encourages dis-
content among the officers who find themselves
abused by men seemingly under the influence
of officers high in command. I caused K. s
communication to be read to him, paragraph
by paragraph, and then showed him my in-
structions by my orders made at the time and
the official reports of others, and how wide he
was of the truth. And now I have asked his
arrest and trial by General Grant on charges
as a spy and informer. The 57th article of
war, which is a law of Congress, is as follows:
“ Whoever shall be convicted of holding corre-
spondence with, or giving intelligence to, the
enemy, either directly or indirectly, shall suffer
death,” etc. I will endeavor to bring in all the
facts by means of the evidence of officers who
took partin all these events. My purposeis not
to bring K. to death or other severe punish-
ment, but I do want to establish the principle
that citizens shall not, against the orders of the
competent military superior, attend a military
expedition, reportits proceedings,and comment
on its officers. Affectionately your brother,
W, T. SHERMAN,

To a copy of General Orders No. 67, in regard
to the giving of intelligence to the enemy, Gen-
eral Sherman added this comment:

. . . Now, toevery army and almost every
general a newspaper reporter goes along, filling
up our transports, swelling our trains, report-
ing our progress, guessing at plans, picking up
dropped expressions, inciting jealousy and dis-
content, and doing infinite mischief. We are
commanded absolutely to proceed against them
under the 57th article of war. Shall the laws of
Congress be obeyed ? Shall the orders of the
War Department be respected ? Or shall the
press go on sweeping everything beforeit? . . .

The press has now killed McClellan, Buell,
Fitz-John Porter, Sumner, Franklin, and Burn-
side. Add my name, and I am not ashamed of
the association. If the press can govern the
country, let them fight the battles.

CAMP BEFORE VICKSBURG,
February 12, 1863.
Dear BroTHER: I have hitherto sent you
original papers or copies to satisfy any one of
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the falsehood of the attacks against me in the
late Vicksburg matter. I had a newspaper re-
porter arrested and tried by a court-martial,
but by the rulings of the court I infer they are
of opinion that to make the accused come
within the order of the War Department, the
fact should be proven that the very substance
of the objectionable matter went to the enemy.
I have been unable to find the identical mat-
ter, but in every Southern paper I get I find
abundance of evidence to show that Northern
papers furnish the Southern leaders abundant
and timely notice of every movement. I send
you two to show this fact. In the Vicksburg
“Whig,” at the bottom of the last column of
the first page, you will see that it states posi-
tively that a correspondent of one of the North-
ern journals wrote in advance of the Federal
plans in the late move on Vicksburg. Had
they received three days’ notice of our coming
to ‘the Post of Arkansas, they could have so
reinforced that it would have cost us a siege;
but then we were beyond the power of the press,
and succeeded. And so it mustever be. These
newspaper correspondents hanging about the
skirts of our army reveal all plans, and are worth
a hundred thousand men to the enemy.
Affectionately your brother,
W. T. SHERMAN.

CAMP BEFORE VICKSBURG,
February 18, 1863.

My DEAR BROTHER: . We have re-
proached the South for arbitrary conduct in
coercing their people —at last we find we must
imitate their example. We have denounced
their tyranny in filling their armies with con-
scripts, and now we must follow her example.
We have denounced their tyranny in suppress-
ing freedom of speech and the press, and here
too in time we must follow her example. The
longer itis deferred, the worse it becomes. Who
gave notice of McDowell’'s movement on Ma-
nassas, and enabled Johnston so to reinforce
Beauregard that our army was defeated? The
press. Who gave notice of the movement on
Vicksburg? The press. Who has prevented
all secret combinations and movements against
our enemy? The press. :

In the South this powerful machine was at
once scotched and used by the rebel govern-
ment, but at the North was allowed to go free.
What are the results 2 After arousing the pas-
sions of the people till the two great sections
hate each other with a hate hardly paralleled
in history, it now begins to stir up sedition at
home, and even to encourage mutiny in our
armies. What has paralyzed the Army of the
Potomac? Mutual jealousies kept alive by the
press. What has enabled the enemy to com-
bine so as to hold Tennessee after we have
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twice crossed it with victorious armies? What
defeats, and will continue to defeat, our best
plans here and elsewhere? The press. I can-
not pick up a paper but tells of our situation
here, in the mud, sickness, and digging a canal
in which we have little faith. But our officers
attempt secretly to cut two other channels—
one into Yazoo by an old pass, and one through
Lake Providence into Tensas, Black, Red, etc.,
whereby we could turn not only Vicksburg,
Port Hudson, but also Grand Gulf, Natchez,
Ellis Cliff, Fort Adams, and all the strategic
points on the main river, and the busy agents
of the press follow up and proclaim to the world
the whole thing, and instead of surprising our
enemy, we find him felling trees and blocking
passages that would without this have been in
our possession, and all the real effects of sur-
prise are lost. I say, with the press unfettered
as now, we are defeated to the end of time.
T is folly to say the people must have news.
Every soldier can and does write to his family
and friends, and all have ample opportunities
for so doing, and this pretext forms no good
reason why agents of the press should reveal
prematurely all our plans and designs. We
cannot prevent it. Clerks of steamboats, corre-
spondents, in disguise or openly, attend each
army and detachment, and presto! appear in
Memphis and St. Louis minute accounts of our
plans and designs. These reach Vicksburg by
telegraph from Hernando and Holly Springs be-
fore we know ofit. The only two really success-
ful military strokes out here have succeeded
because of the absence of newspapers, or by
throwing them off the trail. Halleck had to
make a simulated attack on Columbus to pre-
vent the press giving notice of his intended
move agamst Forts Henry and Donelson. We
succeeded in reaching the Post of Arkansas
before the correspondents could reach the
papers. Affectionately, SHERMAN.

During this time John Sherman writes to his
brother urging him to be more moderate in his
dealings with the newspaper men, and protesting
against his threats of retiring, which have given
him grave concern.

CAMP BEFORE VICKSBURG,
March 14, 1863.

DeArR BroTHER: . . . The Conscript Bill
is all even I could ask—it is the first real step
toward war. And if Mr. Lincoln will now use
thepower thusconferred,ignorepopularclamor,
and do as near right as he can, we may at last
havean army somewhat approximating the vast
undertaking which was begun in utter blind,
wilful ignorance of the difficulties and dangers
that we were forced to encounter.

I have been much pleased with your course
in Congress, and regret that anything I have
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done or may do has given you trouble or con-
cern. I could easily have been popular, as T
believe I am with my own command, by court-
ing the newspaper men, but it does go hard to
know that our camps are full of spies revealing
our most secret steps, conveying regularly to
the enemy our every act, when a thousand dol-
lars won’t procure us a word of information
from Vicksburg. I know the press has de-
feated us, and will continue to do it, and as an
honest man I cannot flatter them. I know
they will ruin me, but they will ruin the coun-
Ly toos Wi &

Napoleon himself would have been defeated
with a free press. But I will honestly try to
be patient, though I know in this, as in other
matters, time st bring about its true result,
just as the summer ripens the fruits of the
season. Affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN,

Camp BEFORE VICKSBURG, April 3, 1863.

My Dear BroTHER: I received your long
letter from Mansfield, for which I am much
obliged. You certainly have achieved an en-
vious name in the Senate,and I confess I am
astonished at your industry and acquirements.
I readily understand how, in a revolution of
the magnitude that now involves us all, older
men should devolve on you and the younger
school of men the legislation and experiments
necessary to meet a state of facts so different
from the common run of events. The Finance
Bill and Conscription Acts of the late Congress
in my judgment may keep the management
of the affairs of the nation in the hands of the
Constitutional Government. Anything short
of them, the war would have drifted out of the
control of President and Congress. Now, if
Mr. Lincoln will assume the same position that
Davis did at the outset, he can unite the fight-
ing North against the fighting South, and nu-
merical force systematized will settle the war.
I know the impatience of the people, but this
- isone of the lessons of war. People must learn
that war is a question of physical force and
courage. A million of men engaged in peace-
ful pursuits will be vanquished by a few thou-
sand determined armed men. The justice of
the cause has nothing to do with it. Itisa
question of force. Again,we are the assailants,
and have to overcome not only an equal num-
ber of determined men, however wrongfully
engaged, but the natural obstacles of a most
difficult country. . . .

McPherson is a splendid officer. Grant is
honest and does his best. I will do as ordered.
I will suggest little, as others talk of my fail-
ing to take Vicksburg, and I want them to try
a hand. . . Affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN.
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THE CONSCRIPT ACT.

CamMP BEFORE VICKSBURG, April 23, 1863.
DEAR BroTHER : I had noticed in the Con-
script Act the clauses which empowered the
President to consolidate the ten companies of
a regiment into five when the aggregate was
below one half the maximum standard, and
to reduce the officers accordingly. Had I
dreamed that this was going to be made uni-
versal, I would have written you and begged
you, for the love of our ruined country, to im-
plore Lincoln to spare us this last and fatal
blow. Two years of costly war have enabled
the North to realize the fact that by organized
and disciplined armies alone can she hope to
restore the old and found a new empire. We
had succeeded in making the skeletons of
armies, eliminating out of the crude materials
that first came forth the worthless material,
and had just begun to have some good young
colonels, captains, sergeants, and corporals.
And Congress had passed the Conscript Bill,
which would have enabled the President to
fill up these skeleton regiments full of privates
who soon, from their fellows, and with ex-
perienced officers, would make an army ca-
pable of marching and being handled and
directed. But to my amazement comes this
order, . . . This is a far worse defeat than
Manassas. Mr. Wade, in his report to con-
demn McClellan, gave a positive assurance to
the army that henceforth, instead of fighting
with diminishing ranks, we should feel assured
that the gaps made by the bullet, by disease,
desertion, etc., should be promptly filled,
whereas only such parts of the conscript law
as tend to weaken us are enforced, viz.: g per
cent. for furlough, and 5o per cent. of officers
and non-commissioned officers discharged to
consolidate regiments. Even Blair is amazed
at this. He protests the order cannot be exe-
cuted, and we should appeal to Mr. Lincoln,
whom he still insists has no desire to destroy
the army. But the order is positive,and I don’t
see how we can hesitate. . . . Grant started
to-day down to Carthage, and I have written to
him, which may stave it off for a few days; but
I tremble at the loss of so many young and
good officers who have been hard at work for
two years, and now that they begin to see how
to take care of soldiers, must be turned out. . . .
If not too late, do, for mercy’s sake, exhaust
your influence to stop this consolidation of regi-
ments. Fill all the regiments with conscripts,
and if the army is then too large, disband the
regiments that prefer to serve north of the
Potomac and the Ohio. Keep the war south
at all hazards. If this consolidation law is
literally enforced, and no new draft is made,
this campaign is over. And the outside world
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will have a perfect right to say our Govern-
mentis afraid of its own people. . . . Affec-
tionately yours, W. T. SHERMAN.

DISTRUST OF GRANT'S VICKSBURG PLANS.

CAMP BEFORE VICKSBURG,
April 26, 1863.

My Dear BroTHER: To-morrow I start
with my corps to bring up the rear of the
movement against Grand Gulf, and, maybe,
Jackson, Miss. I feel in its success less confi-
dence than any similar undertaking of the war,
but it is my duty to codperate with zeal, and I
shall endeavor to do it. . . .

Grant came down by river, and his entire
army— about 70,000—is now near here,but the
whole country is under water, save little ribands
of alluvial ground along the main Mississippl
and all parallel bayous. My proposition was
one month ago to fall back upon our original
plan, modified by the fact that Yazoo River
could be entered by its head and could be used
as far down as Greenwood, which is the mouth
of the Yalabusha. If our gunboats could have
passed that point, a real substantial advantage
would have been gained, for it would have en-
abled the army to pass the Yalabusha, whereas
now it is a serious obstacle like the Rappa-
hannock, and will have to be fought for. . . .

McClernand’s corps marched fromMilliken’s
Bend along a narrow road to Carthage. Mec-
Pherson has followed, and I start to-morrow.
Sixty thousand men will thus be on a single
road, narrow, crooked, and liable to become
a quagmire on the occurrence of a single rain.
We hope to carry ten days’ rations with us.
Seven iron-clad gunboats and seven transports
have run the Vicksburg batteries; with these
we can reach Grand Gulf below the mouth of
Black River, whence there is a road to Ray-
mond sixty-five miles, and Jackson, The de-
struction of this road isolates Vicksburg. Now,
if we can sustain the army, it may do, but I
know the materials of food, forage,and ammuni-
tion cannot be conveyed on that single precari-
ousroad. Grant has been opening a canal from
the Mississippi to Willow Bayou three miles;
and Willow Bayou Roundaway and Bayou
Vidal form a connected channel for forty-
seven miles, terminating at Carthage, but it is
crooked, narrow, and full of trees. Large work-
ing parties are employed in removing these, but
at best it is only calculated that it can be used
by scows drawn by small steam-tugs. Itisnot
even contemplated that the smallest transports
cannavigate it. The canalitselfis far from being
done. I went through it yesterday in a small
boat, and estimate it will take one month to give
it eight feet water with the present stage, but
the water in the river is now falling rapidly. We

LETTERS OF TWO BROTHERS.

counton another rise in June from the Missouri,
but these rises are accidental and may or may
not come. The great difficulty will be to sup-
port an army operating from Grand Gulf. . . .
Between the two choices open to him I far
prefer Grenada. One is sure and natural, the
other is difficult and hazardous in the extreme.
There is no national or political reason why this
army should be forced to undertake unneces-
sary hazard. It is far in advance of Hooker,
Rosecrans, or Curtis. We have done far more
than either of these armies, but have encoun-
tered more calumny and abuse than all. . . .
Banks is afraid even to attempt Port Hud-
son, and from all I can hear is more likely to
be caged up in New Orleans than to assist us
against Vicksburg. . . . Affectionately your
brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

POLITICAL GLOOM.

Mansr1ELD, OHI1O, May 7, 1863.

My DEAR BROTHER: . . . Iregret to notice
from your letter that Grant’s recent movements
donot meet your approval. It was regarded as
a bold and successful plan to turn the flank of
the enemy, but if he is no weaker from the south
side of Vicksburg than from above, I do not see
what we have gained. We have a telegraphic
account of your recent attack on Haynes’ Bluff,
but do not understand its purpose.

As for the consolidation of regiments, it is
idle for me to interpose. Halleck regulates all
these matters. He is kingin all questions regu-
lating the detail affecting the army. Stanton
has far less power than Halleck, and indeed
holds office by a frail tenure and with lim-
ited influence. Itis no use for a civilian to talk
to Halleck. He would regard your opinion,
but certainly not mine, though we are good
friends. . . . You certainly have been sagacious
inyour anticipation of military events. Charles-
ton is not taken, the war is prolonged, and but
little chance of its ending until we have a new
deal.

If only the people will be patient so long,
all will be well. The best of it is, they can’t
help themselves. The rebels won’t let us have
peace even if we wanted it. It may be better
that the Democrats be allowed to take the
helm, as they could not make peace, and then
war would be more vigorous and united.

This war has always seemed to me simply a
tragic necessity. I have watched its civic prog-
ress,and hope toseeits termination. Itmay,like
the French Revolution, travel in a large circle,
destroying all that have taken part in it; still
thereisno way butto goahead. We may slowly
learn wisdomin its prosecution, for we certainly
have not shown it thus far. . . . Affectionately
your brother, JoHN SHERMAN.
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CREDIT FOR VICKSBURG.

WarNuT HirLs, VICKSBURG, May 29, 1863.
My DEAR BrOTHER: I received a few days
since your most acceptable letter of May 7,
which met me here. You will now have a fair
understanding of the whole move thus far. The
move by way of Grand Gulf to secure a foot-
hold on the hills wherefrom to assail Vicksburg
appeared to me too risky at the time, and Gen-
eral Grant is entitled to all the merit of its con-
ception and execution. . . . [Not signed.]

MansrieLn, Onio, July 18, 1863.

My DEear BrorHERr: I supposed when
Vicksburg fell that you would have a period
of rest, and perhaps might return to Ohio to
find yourself popular and famous. But the for-
tune of war carries you into new dangers, and
I hope new successes. We have been very
anxious for news from your movements, but as
yet we have only had uncertain reports, and
can only live in the hope that you will whip
Johnston and win new laurels. I have just re-
turned from Cincinnati, where I was during the
whole of Morgan’s raid. "How completely the
tone of the press has changed in regard to you.
Even the “ Gazette,” which has been malignant
to the last degree, published quite a number of
letters in which your share of the movements
about Vicksburg was highly praised. I notice,
however, that the editor has said nothing. All
other papers, and indeed all officers and citi-
zens with whom I conversed, gave you great
credit. So that now in the Northern States,
and especially here in Ohio, your popularity is
second only to that of Grant. You need care
but little for this, as you passed through a storm
of obloquy which would hayve submerged many
anofficer. Popular opinionisso changeable that
it is worthless. Itis founded upon rumor,and is
as explosive as gas. Meade has had a foretaste
of this. His drawn battle at Gettysburg relieved
the country from a great danger, and he was at
once a hero, he was the coming man. He has
allowed Lee to escape him, and all his popular
honors are lost. McClellan has succeeded in
establishing the position of a party leader, and
now enjoys the bad honor of being cheered by
a New York mob of thieves and scoundrels,
while poor Hooker is dropped by all just when
he thought he had Lee in his power.

While the war goes on there is a danger
looming up that seems to me more ominous
than any other. It is the Presidential election
next summer. We will have a fierce canvass.
If the election cannot be held in the Southern
States, no one is likely to get a majority of the
electoral college. This must be, to secure an
election by the people. All the States must be
counted, and under the Constitution the suc-
cessful candidate must have a majority of all
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the electoral votes. Can this be secured by
any one man? If not, the election then goes
into the House, and who can tell the result?
The war has done a great deal to shake that
implicit obedience to law which has been the
great conservative element; but in the strug-
gle for so vast a prize will it not be easy to
clog the machinery for a legal election, and
then civil war or anarchy is the certain result ?
These are only possible dangers, but it is well
to look them in the face.

At present I do not stand very well with
my political associates, because I have openly
differed with them on important questions.
But I am too well grounded in the principles
of the Republican party to be shaken in my
faith. Indeed, nearly all the errors into which
the administration has fallen have arisen from
the advice of an old school of politicians who
never belonged to the Republican party. Af-
fectionately your brother, JoHN SHERMAN.

Jackson, Miss., July 19, 1863.

My Dear BrorHER: The fall of Vicksburg
and consequent capitulation of Port Hudson,
the opening the navigation of the Mississippi,
and now the driving out of this great valley the
only strong army that threatened us, complete
as pretty a page in the history of war and of
our country as ever you could ask my name to
be identified with. The share I have personally
borneinall these events is onein which you may
take pride for me. You know I have avoided
notoriety, and the press, my standard enemy,
may strip me of all popular applause, but not a
soldier of the Army of the Tennessee but knows
the part I have borne in this great drama, and
the day will come when that army will speak
in a voice that cannot be drowned. . . .

In the events resulting thus the guiding
minds and hands were Grant’s, Sherman’s, and
McPherson’s, all natives of Ohio. . . . Your
brother, W. T. SHERMAN,

MansrFieLp, OHIO, August 3, 1863.

My Dear BroTHER: Your letter dated July
1g at Jackson is received. What you say about
the injustice of the press was undoubtedly true
a month ago, but it is true no longer. Since
the fall of Vicksburg each of the officers named
by you has been very highly lauded, and that
by all parties and papers. With you it has been
especially laudatory. Even your old enemy,
the Cincinnati ¢ Gazette,” has in several recent
numbers spoken of you in very complimentary
terms and without any apparent recollection
that it has libelled you for months. With the
officers of the army you stand very high. In-
deed, it is now unnecessary for you to care for
defenders. T will think of your prop®sition to
visit Vicksburg, and will probably do so this
fall. At present I am involved in the politi-
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cal canvass now going on in Ohio, but will not
be long. My position does not require me to
take a very active part.

Affectionately yours, JoHN SHERMAN.

General Sherman did not visit Ohio until the
following Christmas.

GENERAL SHERMAN ON LAW AND ORDER.

Cawmp oN Bic Brack, EIGHTEEN MILES
FROM VICKSBURG, August 3, 1863.

DeAR BrorTHER: . . . You and I may
differ in our premises, but will agree in our
conclusions. A government resting mediately
on the caprice of a people is too unstable to
last. The will of the people is the ultimate
appeal, but the Constitution, Laws of Con-
gress, and Regulations of the executive depart-
ments, subject to the decisions of the Supreme
Court, are the laws which all must obey, with-
out stopping to inquire why. All 7zus? obey.
Government,— that is, the executive,—having
no discretion but to execute the law, must be
to that extent despotic. If this be our govern-
ment, it is the “best on earth "—but if the
people of localities can bias and twist the law
or execution of it to suit their local prejudices,
then our government is the worst on earth.
If you look back only two years, you will see
the application. There are about six millions
of men in this country all thinking them-
selves sovereign and qualified to govern; some
thirty-four governors of States who feel like
petty kings; and about ten thousand editors
who presume to dictate to generals, presidents,
and cabinets. T treat all these as nothing, but
when the case arises I simply ask— Where is
the law ? Supposing the pilot of a ship should
steer his vessel according to the opinion of
every fellow who watched the clouds above
or the currents below, where would his ship
land ? No, the pilot has before him a little
needle; he watches that, and he never errs.
So if we make that our simple code, the law
of the land must and shall be executed, no
matter what the consequences; we cannot etr.
Hundreds and thousands may honestly differ
as to what the law should be, but it is rarely
the case, but all men of ordinary understand-
ing can tell what the law is. We have for
years been drifting toward an unadulterated
democracy or demagogism, and its signs were
manifest in mob laws and vigilance commit-
tees all over our country. And States and
towns and mere squads of men took upon
themselves to set aside the Constitution and
Laws of Congress, and substitute therefor their
own opinions. I saw it and tried to resist it
in California, but always the General Govern-
ment yielded to the pressure. I say that our
Government, judged by its conduct as a whole,

LETTERS OF TWO BROTHERS.

paved the way for rebellion. The South, that
lived on slavery, saw the United States yield
to abolition pressure at the North, to pro-
slavery pressure at the South, to the miners
of California, the rowdies of Baltimore, and to
the people everywhere. They paved the way
to this rebellion. The people of the South were
assured that so far from resisting an attempt
to set up an independent government of ho-
mogeneous interests, the United States would
give in and yield. They appealed to prece-
dents and proved it, and I confess I had seen
so much of it that I doubted whether our
Government would not yield to the pressure
and die a natural death. But I confess my
agreeable surprise. Though full of corrup-
tion and base materials, our country is a ma-
jestic one, full of natural wealth and good
people. They have risen not in full majesty,
but enough to give all hopes of vitality. Our
progress has been as rapid as any philoso-
pher could ask. The resources of the land in
money, in men, in provisions, in forage, and in
intelligence, have surprised us all, and we have
had as much success as could be hoped for.
The Mississippi is now ours, not by commis-
sion but by right, by the right of manly power.
No gredtinterest in our land has risen superior
to government, and I deem it fortunate that no
man has risen to dictate terms to all. Better
asitis. Lincoln is but the last of the old-school
presidents, the index (mathematically) of one
stage of our national existence. . Our
Government should become a machine, self-
regulating, independent of the man. . . .

As to the press of America, it is a shame
and a reproach to a civilized people. . . . I
begin to feel a high opinion of myself that I am
their butt. I shall begin to suspect myself of
being in a decline when a compliment appears
in type. Iknow in what estimation I am held
by 7y press, those who have been with meall the
time, and they are capable to judge, from pri-
vates to major-generals. Isaw a move to bring
Grant and myself East. No, they don’t. . . .

We will bein Mobile in October, and Geor-
gia by Christmas, if required. ;

I see much of the people here—men of
heretofore high repute. The fall of Vicksburg
has had a powerful effect. They are subju-
gated. I, even, am amazed at the effect; we
are actually feeding the people. . .

Grant and wife visited me in camp yester-
day. I have the handsomest camp I ever saw,
and should really be glad to have visitors come
down. I don’t think a shot will be fired at a
boat till Jeff Davis can call his friends about
him and agree upon the next campaign. I
want recruits and conscripts, and will be all
ready in October. As ever, your brother,

W. T. SHERMAN.
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PASSAGES FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF GENERAL

AND

SENATOR SHERMAN.
THE END OF THE WAR.

PROSPERITY OF THE NORTH IN WAR TIME.

MaxsrieLp, OH10, November 14, 1863.

My DEAR BROTHER: On Tuesday
next I start for Gettysburg to take part in the
pageant of a dedication of the battle-field as
anational cemetery. From thence I will prob-
ably go to Washington —two weeks in ad-
vance of the session. The very first thing I
mean to do is to press the enforcement of the
draft. The long delay, and the various shifts
and subterfuges by which the execution of the
law has thus far been defeated, are disgraceful,
and very injurious to the cause. . . . I notice
in some of the Southern papers that a hope is
entertained that the draft cannot be enforced.
This is idle. The war was never more popu-
lar than at this moment. The new call will
fall lightly. Ohio must send 35,000, or one to
fifteen of her voters. The apportionment has
been made even to townships and wards, and
in very many places the quota will be made by
voluntary enlistments, aided by large gratuitous
bountiesfrom citizens. There isno lack of men,
or of a determination to send them. The won-
derful prosperity of all classes, especially of la-
borers, has a tendency to secure acquiescence
in all measures demanded to carry on the war.
We are only another example of a people grow-
ingrich in a great war. And this is not shown
simply by inflated prices, but by increased pro-
duction, new manufacturing establishments,
newrailroads, houses, etc. . . . Indeed, every
branch of business is active and hopeful. This
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is not a mere temporary inflation caused by
paper money, but is a steady progress, and al-
most entirely upon actual capital. The peo-
ple are prospering, and show their readiness to
push on the war. Taxes are paid cheerfully,
and the voluntary donations for our soldiers
and their families are counted by thousands,
I confide in your entire success. Affec-
tionately, i JoHN SHERMAN.

GENERAL SHERMAN ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

GENERAL SHERMAN spent Christmas of 1863
with his family, then in Lancaster, Ohio, but
missed seeing John, who had already gone to
Washington.

LaNcAsTER, OHIO, Dec. 29, 1863.

My DEAR BROTHER: . . . Ihear youhave
gone on to New York, and therefore I must go
off without seeing you.

I think the President’s proclamation unwise,
Knowing the temper of the South I know that
it but protracts the war by seeming to court
peace. To them it looks like weakness. I tell
them that as they cool off, we warm to the work,
that we are just getting ready for the war; and I
know the effect is better than to coax them to
come backinto the Union, The organization of
a civil government but complicates the game.
All the Southern States will need a pure mili-
tary government for years after resistance has
ceased. You have noticed the debate in Rich-
mond on the President’s proclamation. That
is a true exhibit of the feeling South. Don’t
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fall into the error that the masses think differ-
ently. Of course property-holding classes South
deplore the devastation that marks the progress
of their own and our armies, but the South is no
longer consulted. The army of the Confed-
eracy is the South, and they still hope to worry
usout. Themomentwe relax they gain strength
and confidence. We must hammer away, and
show such resistance, such bottom, that even
that slender hope will fail them.

I still am opposed to all bounties. The draft
pure and simple, enough to fill vacancies in
the ranks, pay of men in the front increased
to $25, $30, or even $40 a month and that of
men at depots and to the rear diminished to a
bare maintenance if not less. Four hundred
dollars bounty is an absurd commentary where
two thirds draw bountyand remain absent from
the ranks, and are discharged for disability
without hearing a shot. Deal with the army
as you would if you were hiring men for special
work. Pay those who do the work high; those
who are sick, unfortunate, or shirking, pay lit-
tle or nothing. The same of officers from the
major-general to lieutenant. The President
must make vacancies for the rising officers,
the “creations” of the war. I am willing to quit
if a younger and better man can be found for
my place. . . . Your affectionate brother,

W. T. SHERMAN.

LaNcasTER, Dec. 30, 1863.

Dxar BroTHER: I have been importuned
from many quarters for my likeness, auto-
graphs, and biography. I have managed to
fend off all parties, and hope to do so till
the end of the war. I don’t want to rise or
be notorious for the reason that a mere slip or
accident may let me fall,and I don’t care about
falling so far as most of the temporary heroes
of the war. The real men of the war will be
determined by the closing scenes, and then
the army will determine the questions. News-
paper puffs, and self-written biographies, will
then be ridiculous caricatures. Already has
time marked this progress, and indicated this
conclusion.

If parties apply to you for materials in my
behalf, give the most brief and general items,
and leave the results to the close of the war or
of my career. As well might a judge or sena-
tor seek for fame outside their spheres of action
asan officer of thearmy. We mustall bejudged
by our own peers, stand or fall by their verdict.
Iknow Istand very high with the army, and feel
no concernonthat score. To-day I candomore
with Admiral Porter or the generals than any
general officer out West, except Grant, and with
him I am as a second self. We are personal
and official friends. Affectionately yours,

W. T. SHERMAN.

LETTERS OF TWO BROTHERS.

WHO WERE THE ABOLITIONISTS?

THE following letters were written in the win-
ter and spring of 1864, while General Sherman
commanded the troops along the Mississippi, and
John Sherman was in the Senate at Washington.
General Sherman’s letters contain expressions
of confidence in General Grant, who had just been
ordered to command the armies of the United
States.

OxN Boarp Juliet, BOUND FOR VICKSBURG IN
A Fog, Friday, January 28, 1864.

DEAR BrRoTHER : I have organized a cavalry
force to sweep down from Memphis toward
Mobile, and have gathered together out of my
garrisons a very pretty force of 20,000 men,
whichIshall commandinperson,andmove from
Vicksburg down east, in connection with the
cavalry named, toreach Meridian,and break up
the railroad connections there. This will have
the effect to disconnect Mississippi from the
eastern South States, and without this single
remaining link they cannot keep any army of
importance west of the Alabama River. Our
armies are now at the lowest point,and so many
are going home as reénlisted veterans that I will
have a less force than should attempt it, but
this is the time, and I shall attemptit. It seems
my luck to have to make the initiative, and to
come in at desperate times, but thus far, hav-
ing done a full share of the real achievements
of this war, I need not fear accidents.

You, who attach more importance to popu-
lar fame, would be delighted to see in what
estimation I am held by the people of Mem-
phis, Tenn., and all along this mighty river,
I could not well decline an offer of a public din-
ner in Mempbhis, but I dreaded it more than I
did the assaultonVicksburg. T had tospeak,and
sent you the report that best suited me, viz: that
in the “ Argus.” The report of the “ Bulletin,”
which may reach the Northern press, is dis-
jointed, and not so correct. Indeed I cannot
speak from notes, or keep myself strictly to the
point, but 't is said that the effect of my crude
speeches is good. :

I know that for us to assume that slavery is
killed, not by a predetermined act of ours, but
as the natural, logical, and legal consequence
of the acts of its self-constituted admirers, we
gain strength, and the enemy losesit, I think
it is the true doctrine for the time being. The
South has made the interests of slavery the
issue of the war. If they lose the war they
lose slavery. Instead of our being abolition-
ists, it is thereby proven that they are the abo-
litionists. .

The Mississippiis a substantial conquest ; we
should next get the Red River, then the Ala-
bama, and last push into Georgia. . . . Your
affectionate brother, W. T. SHERMAN.
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U. 8. SENATE, January 29, 1864.
My DEAR BROTHER : . The' general
prosperity of the country is so marked that I
am afraid of a reaction or a collapse. The cur-
rency is awfully inflated, and our ability to bor-
row and to pay interest has a limit. If the war
continues two years longer we will be terribly
embarrassed. Still we have the sure foundation
of publiccredit, agreat country,and a large and
active population. Let me hear from you as

often as possible. Affectionately yours,
JOHN SHERMAN.

GRANT AT THE HEAD OF THE ARMY.

ON March 24, 1864, General Sherman writes
from his headquarters at Nashville, Tenn.:

Iwent to Cincinnatiwith Grant to see Ellen.1
I stayed but two days, and am now here. I go
to Decatur, Huntsville,and Chattanooga, to be
gone a week and then return here. I will have
plenty to do. Iam bored for photographs, etc.
Isend you the only one I have, which you can
have duplicated and let the operator sell to the
curious. Give Grant all the support you can.
If he can escape the toils of the schemers, he
may do some good. Hewill fight,and the Army
of the Potomac will have all the fighting they
want. He will expect your friendship—we are
close friends. His simplicity and modesty are
natural and not affected. Whatever part is as-
signed me I will attempt, cost what it may in
life and treasure.

And again he writes:

Grant encourages his juniors, and takes plea-
sure in supporting them. . . . Newspaper men
are afraid of me, and I hope before the war is
much older we will be allowed to conscriptevery
citizen of good physique found about our camp,
on the ground that he has fled to escape the
draft. Such an order would have an admirable
effect.

WasHINcTON, D. C., March 26, 1864.

My DEAR BROTHER : Your movements have
been so rapid of late that I scarcely knew where
to address you. I have recently met with sev-
eral officers who have been with you, among
others General Grant and General Butterfield.
General Grant is all the rage; he is subjected
to the disgusting but dangerous process of being
lionized. He is followed by crowds, and is
cheered everywhere. While he must despise
the fickle fools who run after him, he, like most
others, may be spoiled by this excess of flattery.
He may be so elated as to forget the uncertain
tenure upon which he holds and stakes his
really earned laurels. I conversed with him

1 His wife.
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but little, as I did not wish either to occupy
his time or to be considered his flatterer. The
opinion I form of him from his appearance is
this ; his will and common sense are the strong-
est features of his character. He is plain and
modest, and so far bears himself well. All here
give him hearty codperation, but an officer who
does not like Halleck tells me that Halleck will
ruin Grant with the President in sixty days, or
on failure to do so will resign. x

We all here are disposed to take a hopeful
view of the “status in quo.” The enormous
government bounties have been effective, but
they are terribly severe on our finances. We
can’t forever endure such expenditures. Warn-
ing and caution as to danger are unheeded.
Our people are so hopeful and energetic that
they will bear more than any other. .

You are now in a position where any act of
yourswill command public attention. You will
be unduly lauded and sharply abused. I hope
you have seen enough of the base motives that
dictate praise and blame to disregard both, but
preserve the best of your judgment in utter dis-
regard of flattery or clamor.

When any of your friends come to Washing-
ton give them notes to me. I may be of ser-
vice to them. Atall events I like to see them.
Affectionately yours, JoHN SHERMAN.

NasuviLLE, TENNESSEE, April 5, 1864.

DEarR BROTHER: Grant is as good a
leader as we can find; he has honesty, simpli-
city of character, singleness of purpose, and no
hope or claim to usurp civil power. His char-
acter more than his genius will reconcile armies
and attach the people. Let him alone. Don’t
disgust him by flattery or importunity. Tet
him alone. If bothered, hampered, or
embarrassed, he would drop you all in dis-
gust, and let youslide into anarchy. . . . Let
us manage the whites and niggers, and all the
physical resources of the country, and apply
them where most needed. Let us accomplish
great results, leaving small ones to conform in
due season. ;

I will be here about two weeks, and then to
the front. Let me hear from you. I care no
more for the squabbles about the presidency,
than I do for the causes of the Schleswig-Hol-
stein difficulty, and Grant cares still less. . . .
Your brother, W. T. SHERMAN,

THE FINANCIAL CAULDRON.

WasHINGTON, D. C., April 17, 1864.
My DEAR BROTHER: . Our finances
are bubbling up and down in that feverish state
where a panic might easily come. Chase is a
man of ability, but in recent measures he has
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failed. I have been generally the laboring one
in the Senate on these measures, though very
often my judgment has been against them. I
have felt like a subordinate officer, who, while
he does not approve the plan of operations, yet
deems it his duty fairly to execute his part of
it rather than by fault-finding to impairit. The
war is daily driving us to extraordinary mea-
sures, and our form of government is not #zif
enough to carry them out. We are embarrassed
by State banks, State laws, and local issues and
interests. The other day a determined effort
was made in New York to run gold up to 200,
but was promptly met by a free sale by the gov-
ernment of gold and exchange, and the move-
ment failed. It was aided by this very bad
news from Fort Pillow, not so bad from the loss
of men, but from the question of retaliation
raised by the massacre of negro troops. We all
feel that we must either disband negro troops
or protect them. It is fearful to think about the
measures that may be necessary, but what else
can we do? Aninvestigation will be made by
the Secretary of War and by Congress, and if
the rebels are determined to massacre prisoners,
then a new and terrible stage of this war will
be commenced. . Affectionately yours,
JOHN SHERMAN.

ON THE WAY TO ATLANTA.

OxN March 18, 1864, General Sherman relieved
General Grant of the command of the Military
Division of the Mississippi. During the spring
and summer of that year he was busily engaged
provisioning and moving his great army into
. Georgia, following General Joseph E. Johnston,
according to orders from General Grant. On
May 20 and June g, he writes from the heart of
Georgia.

Kingston, Ga., May 2o, 1864.

Dear BrorER: I have daily telegraphed
to General Halleck our progress, and have no
doubt you have kept pace with our movement.
Johnston had chosen Dalton as his place of
battle, but he had made all the roads to it so
difficult that I resolved to turn it, so I passed
my army through a pass 2o miles south of Dal-
ton, and forced him to battle at Resaca. That,
too, was very strong, but we beat him at all
points, and as I had got a bridge across the
Qostenaula below him, and was gradually get-
ting to his rear, he again abandoned his posi-
tion in the night, and I have been pushing my
force after him as fast as possible, yet his know-
ledge of the country, and the advantage of a
good railroad to his rear, enabled him to escape
me, but I now have full possession of all the rich
country of the Etowah. We occupy Rome,
Kingston, and Cassville. I have repaired the
railroadstothese points, and now have ordered
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the essential supplies forward to replenish our
wagons, when I will make for Atlanta, 59 miles
from here and about zo from the advance.
Johnston has halted across the Etowah at a
place called Allatoona, where the railroad and
common road pass through a spur of the moun-
tain, making one of those formidable passes
which give an army on the defensive so much
advantage, but I propose to cross the Etowah
here and to go for Marietta via Dallas. Look
at your map,and you will see themove. We ex-
pect to cross the Etowah on the 23d, when we
will move straight on, fighting when opposed.
Of course our labor and difficulties increase
as we progress, whereas our enemy gains
strength by picking up his rear-guard and
detachments. Put forth the whole strength of
the nation now, and if we can’t whip the South
we must bow our necks in patient submission.
A division of our territory by the old lines is im-
possible. Grant surely is fighting hard enough,
and I think this army will make its mark. Your
brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

HEADQUARTERS MiLiTARY DIVISION OF THE

Mississiprl, ACWORTH, GA., June g, 1864.

Drar BroToER: It is out of all reason to
expect me to write much, and I know you do
not expect it. Were I to attempt narration it
would swell to unreasonable lengths, and even
in my communications to the War Department
I must confine myself almost to generalities.
Suffice it to say that General Grant and I had
a perfect understanding, and all things are now
as near our calculations as possible, save and
except that the Red River has clipped from the
general plan our main feature, a simultaneous
attack on Mobile from New Orleans. But the
Red River expedition is out, and I have sub-
stituted a smaller force subject to my own or-
ders, in lieu of the larger one contemplated
made up by General Banks. . . My long and
single line of railroad to my rear, of limited
capacity, is the delicate point of my game, as
also the fact that all of Georgia except the clear
bottoms is densely wooded, with few roads, and
at any point an enterprising enemy canin a few
hours with axes and spades make across our
path formidable works, whilst his sharpshoot-
ers, spies, and scouts, in the guise of peace-
able farmers, can hang around us and kill our
wagonmen, messengers, and couriers. It is a
big Indian war; still, thus far I have won four
strong positions, advanced a hundred miles,
and am in possession of a large wheat-grow-
ing region, and all the iron mines and works of
Georgia. Johnston’s army is still at my front,
and he can fight or fall back as he pleases.
The future is uncertain, but I will do all that
is possible. As ever, your brother,

W. T. SHERMAN.
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After the adjournment of the Senate in the
spring of 1864, John Sherman returned to Ohio,
where he spent the spring and summer.

MansFIELD, OHIO, July 24, 1864.

My DEAR BroTHER : I have not written fo
you for some time as I knew you were so well
occupied, and hoped by this time you would
have attained the goal of your present move-
ments — Atlanta. We all feel that upon Grant
and you, and the armies under your command,
the fate of this country depends. If you are
successful, it is ardently hoped that peace may
soon follow with a restored Union. If you fail,
the wisest can hope for nothing but a long train
of disasters and the strife of factions. All our
people cling to the hope of success, and seem
perfectly willing to submit to taxation, bad ad-
ministration, and every ill short of disunion.
Whether it is the result of education, the con-
stant warnings of the early Southern statesmen,
orthereason of the thing, everybody here dreads
the breaking up of the Union as the beginning
of anarchy. The very thing they fight for in
the South is, for them and for us, the worst
calamity. What can be more terrible than the
fate of Kentucky and Missouri ? A man can-
not go to bed at night, except in fear of the
knife and torch. This lawlessness will extend
all over the country if we do not have military
success. All the clamor the copperheads can
make about personal liberty don’t affect the
people, if they can only see security and suc-
cess. Bad precedents in time of war will easily
be corrected by peace. But the anarchy of un-
successful war will reduce us to a pitiable state,
in which we will easily fall victims to demagog-
ism or tyranny. Kvery one feels that you have
done your part nobly. Grant hasnot had such
success. No doubt he has done as well as any
one could with his resources and such adver-
saries. Still he has not taken Richmond, and,
I fear, will not this campaign. . . .

I congratulate you on the ability and suc-
cess of your campaign. I see many officers,
and they all speak of it, not only as a success,
but as a scientific. success, evincing abilities of
a high order. I found on a short visit to Cin-
cinnati that you were very popular there. I
saw Anderson, Swords, Dunn, and a host of
others, all of whom entertained great kindness
for you. . . .  Affectionately yours,

JoHN SHERMAN.

PLAIN ENGLISH TO SCHUYLER COLFAX.

THE following letter of August 12, 1864, writ-
ten from Atlanta, Georgia, to Hon. Schuyler
Colfax, in answer to a request from him to allow
the soldiers to return to their homes to vote, shows
the intense feeling General Sherman had regard-
ing the political use of the soldiers during the war.
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This letter was sent through John Sherman, and
is in his letter book,

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MissISsIPPI,
IN THE FIELD, ATLANTA, August 12, 1864.

ScuuvLER Corrax, Esq.,

SouTH BEND, IND.

My DEAR Sir: John Sherman has sent me
your letter of August 2, in which you intimate
a wish that certain nine regiments of Indiana
troops should be ordered where they can be
furloughed so as to vote in the fall elections.

Of course it is impossible. I have not now
troops enough to do what the case admits of
without extra hazard, and to send away a sin-
gle man would be an act of injustice to the
remainder. I think you need not be concerned
about the soldiers’ vote. They will vote; it
may not be in the coming election, but you
may rest assured the day will come when the
soldiers will vote, and the only doubt is if they
will permit the stay-at-homes to vote at all.

I hope you will be elected, but I do think
the conscript-law is the only one that is wanted
for the next few years, and if the President
uses it freely he can checkmate the copper-
heads, who are not in favor of being gov-
erned by Jeff Davis, but are afraid to go to
the war, Their motives are transparent, Jeff
Davis despises them more than you do, and if
he prevails in this war he will deal with cop-
perheads with infinitely more severity than he
will with men who fight for their country and
for principle. I am, etc.,, W. T. SHERMAN,

MAJ.-GENL.

THE MARCH TO THE SEA.

ON December 18, John Sherman writes from
the Senate in Washington after hearing news of
the ¢ March through Georgia.”

T need hardly congratulate you on your
magnificent campaign through Georgia. This
has been and will be done so often that you
will not need anything from me on the subject.
We have watched with the deepest interest
every step of your march that we could trace
through the rebel papers. A very excellent
map from the Coast Survey is posted in my
room, marked with your stopping-places, and
has daily been changed, as you progressed to
the coast. No such anxiety has been evinced
in any campaign by all classes as in yours. We
now hear rumors of the capture of Savannah. I
hope we will get official advices to-day. I live
next door to Stanton, and he favors me with
the despatches when they come. By.the way,
he is your fast friend, and was when you had
fewer.
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The election of Lincoln scarcely raised a rip-
ple on the surface. It was anticipated. Even
the Democratic Congressmen seem willing to
acquiesce cheerfully, and silently submit to all
measures deemed necessary. In Congress we
have but little to do. New taxes and loans are
the principal point of legislation. We will im-
pose taxes enough. Hitherto New England
influence has prevented suitable taxation, but
now its necessity is imperative. I am assigned
Fessenden’s place in the Senate as Chairman
of Finance, and have enough to do. Chase is
Chief Justice. . . . I could send you letters
from very distinguished persons, very compli-
mentary to you, but you will have enough of
that incense. Affectionately yours,

JoHN SHERMAN,

No lettersappear to have been written by Gen-
eral Sherman during the march from Atlanta to
Savannah. In the next one, written from Savan-
nah on December 31, 1864, ten days after its cap-
ture, he says:

I hear the soldierstalk as I rideby — ¢ There
goes the old man. All’s right.” Not a waver,
doubt, or hesitation when I order, and men
march to certain death without-a murmur if I
call on them, because they know I value their
lives as much as my own. I do not feel any
older, and have no gray hairs yet. My health
is good, and save a little rheumatism in my
right arm during the last march I have not
been indisposed a day, and even then I rode
daily my march. '

I do not fear want of appreciation, but on
the contrary that an exaggerated faith will be
generated in my ability, that no man can ful-
fil. I cannot do anything looking to
permanency till the war is ended. Thomas’s
success in Tennessee, which was part of my
plan, will go far to assure the safezy of the Ohio
Valley. Love to all. Yours affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN.

The enthusiasm created in the North by the
capture of Savannah,and the victory of General
Thomas at Nashville, occasioned much talk of
General Sherman’s promotion, and even some
political rumors concerning the use of his name
in future elections. On January 22, 1865, he
writes from Savannah touching upon these ru-
mMors.

I start to-day for the advance of my army
at Pocotaligo, but we have had such storms
and rains that the whole country is under
water, but we will be off as soon as possible.
No one is more alive to the importance of
time than I am.

I wrote you that I deem it unwise to make
another lieutenant-general, or to create the
rank of general. Let the lawstand as now. 1
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will accept no commission that would tend to
create a rivalry with Grant. I want him to
hold what he has earned and got. I have all
the rank I want. . . . .

If you ever hear anybody use my name in
connection with a political office, tell them
you know me well enough to assure them
that I would be offended by such association,
I would rather be an engineer of a railroad
than President of the United States, or in any
political office. Of military titles I have now
the maximum, and it makes no difference
whether that be major-general or marshal.
It means the same thing. I have commanded
one hundred thousand men in battle, and on
the march, successfully and without confusion,
and that is enough for reputation. Next I
want rest and peace, and they can only be
had through war. You will hear of me, but
not from me, for some time. Affectionately
your brother, W. T. SHERMAN.

The next letter from General Sherman is a
short and hurried one of April 6, from Golds-
boro, after he had completed the last and most
difficult part of his march — 425 miles from
Savannah to Goldsboro—through marshy land,
during much rainy weather, following Johnston’s
retreating army, and with five large navigable
rivers, with their bridges burned, to cross. He
says

Railroads work well, our supplies are well
up, and we shall march on Monday, April ro.
Thenext two months will demonstrate whether
we can manceuver Lee out of Richmond and
whip him in open battle.

In a note of April 11, John Sherman, writing
from Ohio, incloses a letter from William W.
Murphy, then United States Consul General at
Frankfort. In this note John Sherman says:

The news from Grant is so glorious that the
whole country is wild with joy.

HERO WORSHIPERS.

THE letters of the years following the war treat

entirely of the difficulties of reconstruction. John
Sherman, while firmly attached to the Republi-
can party, endeavored through all these troubles
to be moderate and conciliatory. But he be-
lieved it necessary to extend suffrage to the ne-
groes, and was intensely opposed to President
Johnson and his policies.
» General Sherman, on the other hand, never
acknowledged allegiance to any party, and re-
sented all appearance of such allegiance. He
opposed universal suffrage, and believed that
extending it to the negroes was but adding to
an existing evil.

After the grand review at Washington on
May 24, 1865, General Sherman was ordered to
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St. Louis to command the Military Division of
the Mississippi, and writes from there on August
3, 1865 :

Cox’s letter on the subject of suffrage is a
new bombshell in your camp. He has thought
for himself, and come to a conclusion different
from the new creed of the East, and will in
my judgment be sat upon and badgered, but
he is as near right as he can get. Negro
equality will lead to endless strife, and to re-
move and separate the races will be a big job,
so any way we approach the subject it is full
of difficulty. But it is better to study the case
and adapt measures to it, than to lay down
the theory and force facts to meet it. . . . .

I think I will make that trip, and that is all
this year. Idid think of coming to Detroit to
see Ord, but am bothered by people in travel-
ing so much that I prefer to be quiet till the
people run after new gods. In a short time
new issues will drop us out of memory. Affec-
tionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

And again after a few days, he writesfrom Ohio,
where he passed part of that suminer:

LANCASTER, OHIo, August 9, 1865.
DeAR BrorHER: After I get fixed in St.
Louis, I will cast about for some chance to be
independent of our government, for I feel there
is a desire to be ridof me.  Stanton, in Grant’s
absence, has ordered one of my chief staff offi-
cers away from me (Beckwith), without as
much as by your leave. Now this was never
done, save by Jeff Davis, when he was secre-
tary of war, for orders to the army officers
always should go by command of the com-
mander-in-chief, but Stanton orders about as
though it was his lawful prerogative. I would
resist publicly, but don’t want to bring on an-
other controversy. Of course if my staff offi-
cersare takenaway withoutmy being consulted,
they will feel little dependence on me, and my
influence will subside. But that is a small mat-
ter compared with turning the army into a
machine auxiliary to politics. If the War De-
partment is to give orders direct to the army
below us, and not through us, you can see that
we are dissolved fromall control, responsibility,
or interest. The true way is for the War De-
partment to indicate to us what the Admini-
stration wants done, and then hold us respon-
sible for the means used. But if the secretary
handles the army behind us, how can we take
an interest? My own opinion is, the Admini-
stration will either break itself down or drive
us out. Grant is so anxious for harmony that
he will not interfere untilit is too late, when
he will find somebody else commands instead
(U a1 E e 2 Yours affectionately,
W. T. SHERMAN.
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HEADQUARTERS, MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MissISSIPPI,
St. Louts, Mo., September 21, 1865.
DeAr BroTHER: I got your letters by Mr.
Kinneard, and spent a whole day with him and
his party,! first in a steamboat going up and
down the river, then in carriages, and finally
at a banquef. The whole party seemed much
pleased with the courtesies shown them, and to
me were sufficiently complimentary. General
Grant was here also, and they expressed them-
selves more than usually pleased at the oppor-
tunity to see us together. In Europe they are
settling down to the conviction that Grant and
I accomplished the military problem, and now
they look to you to bring order, system, and
prosperity out of the wreck. I am well satis-
fied at the course things are taking. No mat-
ter what change we may desire in the feelings
and thoughts of people South we cannot ac-
complish it by force. Nor can we afford to
maintain there an army large enough to hold
them in subjugation. All we can or should at-
tempt is to give them rope to develop,—in an
honest way if possible,— preserving in reserve
enough military power to check any excesses,
if they attempt any. ButIknow they will not
attempt any, and you may look for outbreaks
in Ohio quicker than in Georgia or Mississippi.
You hardly yet realize how completely this
country has been devastated, and how com-
pletely humbled the man of the South is. Of
course editors and talkers may express opinions
we don’t like, but they will take good care not
to reduce those opinions to acts.  Affection-
ately, W. T. SHERMAN.

St. Louis, November 4, 1865.
Dear BroTHER: I notice that foreigners
are very anxious to see me, and all who come
here come to call. I will be here all winter, and
ifyou want anything I can do it. I hope you
are sure of your reélection. 1 have many in-
quiries as to your prospects, and cannot answer
them. I think you have more influence and
reputation out of Ohio than any man of the
State. You observe that Mr. Johnson is drift-
ing toward my terms to Johnston. He cannot
help it, for there is no other solution. Any plan
will have objections, but that least of all. Af-

fectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

On November 29, 1865, General Sherman
writes from St. Louis:

I am going to start for Arkansas on Friday,
and be absent some three weeks. I take it,
nothing important can occur at Washington
until after Christmas, unlessit be on the question

1 A party of Englishmen with letters of introduction
from John Sherman.
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of the admission of the Southern members. I
havenever committed myself on that point, and
though everybody supposes that my terms with
Johnston looked to that result, you will remem-
ber that those terms specially provided that the
laws of Congress were to control all questions,
Now the new oath is and was a law of Congress,
and the members-elect must take the new oath,
and if they cannot it is their fault or misfortune,
notours. Iftheytakethe prescribed oath I think
they should be admitted, simply because you
cannot expect to hold a people always without
representation, and it will give them additional
weight if they be denied now, and afterward
received. Itis always better when concessions
are to be made to make them at once, and not
seem to be forced to do it after contest. You
can now simply say, « Certainly, come in by
subscribing to the conditions and oaths alread y
prescribed by law, the same oaths we take.”
Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

St. Louts, December 22, 1865.
Dear BroTHER: Iamjust back from Little
Rock, haveread themessage and all the reports,
which seem satisfactory. Grant’s report is all I
ask, but no one ever has and may not agree
with me as to the very great importance of the
march north from Savannah. The march to
the sea seems to have captivated everybody,
whereas it was child’s play compared with the

other, All well with me— I will write soon.

And on January 17, 1866, he writes again from
St. Louis:

I get a great many commentaries on the past,
and have no reason to object to the exalted
examples with which my name is connected.
According to some enthusiasts Hannibal, Alex-
ander, and Napoleon fall below my standard.
I always laugh at these, and prefer to stand by
the record, being perfectly satisfied with Grant's
resumé of the campaigns of 1864—5. Affection-
ately, W. T. SHERMAN,

OPPOSED TO NEGRO SUFFRAGE.

St. Louts, Jan. 19, 1866.

DEeAR BroTHER: The papers this morning
announce your election by a strong vote, and
settle that question. I am of course very glad,
for it demonstrates not only your strength but
that the people of Ohio approve your past.
As to the future, of course in all things poli-
tical you have far more knowledge than I,
but I do believe that the extension of the
election franchise is being pushed beyond the
rule of right. All beings are entitled to the pro-
tection of the law, even “infants not born,”
but because of such natural right it is not to
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be inferred they must vote. To vote implies
an_understanding almost equivalent to the
ability to make laws. It is legislative, not nat-
ural, right. Instead of enlarging the privilege,
we must gradually curtail it, in order to have
stability and security. On all these questions
you can afford to lay low, and avail yourself
of the experience of those who seem blind to
present passions begotten by the war. It was
this popular clamor for supposed rights that
carried the South into rebellion. No people
were ever more unanimous than they, and
though now they concede themselves van-
quished, yet on this and kindred subjects they
are as unanimous as ever. To place, or attempt
to place, the negro on a par with the whites
will produce new convulsions, The country
is in no condition to go on with such contests.
Better pacify or acknowledge conditions than
attempt new ones dangerous to the peace of the
whole country. It will take ten years for the
South to regain full prosperity, with the negro
free, and that should precede any new com-
plication. Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

St. Louis, February 11, 1866.

DeAR BrotHER: I had a pleasant trip to
Detroit, reaching there in a snowstorm on
Wednesday morning. I got a couple of hours
of quiet, and then for two days was kept on
the jump, visited and dined. When I got away
I think I must have touched the hands of ro-
ooo people. At the dinner we had the best
people of the city, who were even more eulo-
gistic than usual. I saw Mr. Cass, who sat
in a chair and was seemingly much flattered
by my visit. He simply said that he hoped
the present peace would not be disturbed by
experiments, . . .We cannot shove the South
back as territories, and all steps to that end
must fail for many reasons, if no other than
that it compels the people already there to
assume an hostile attitude. The well-disposed
of the South must again be trusted— we can-
not help it.

You are classed universally as one of the ris-
ing statesmen, above mere party rules. And
whilst you should not separate from your party
you can moderate the severity of their coun-
sels. . . . Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

THE BURNING OF COLUMBEIA.

THE question as to the burning of Columbia,
S. C., having been raised by Wade Hampton,
General Sherman writes the two following let-
ters on the subject, and incloses an old order,
given at the time.

I have no doubt myself, and Howard, Lo-
gan, Woods, and all who were in Columbia that
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night concur withme. The fire which burned up
the city began about dark after I had been in
six hours, and I know that great exertions were
made to stop it, but there had been all day, and
continued to late at night, a perfect tempest of
wind, and I saw hundreds of balls of cotton on
fire flying hundreds of yards. Itis barely pos-
sible some malicious soldier started the fire,
but I rather think this devilish spirit grew as
the fire progressed. I know that the general
judgment of the country is that no matter how
it began it was all right; still T know that the
cotton was the cause of the rapid spread of
the fire, and this resulted from the fact that
the bales had been ripped open with knives,
so that long before the fire began the houses
and trees were white with it, and it was plain
a spark would spread like gunpowder. It was
not specially my business, for Howard was in
actual command of the troops in Columbia,
but being present in person the world holds
me responsible. I would like you to introduce
the petition, and to say that I have no doubt
as to the parties responsible for all the con-
sequences.

It was not until the day after the conflagra-
tion that I destroyed the arsenal, and other
public factories, which were in the suburbs, and
had escaped the fire that burned the town.
Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN,

]
St. Louis, Mo., April 2, 1866.

DeAR BroTHER: I know the railroad depot
and three large bridges were burned defore a
soldier of ours had entered Columbia, and I
know that six hours before the real conflagra-
tion began I saw half a dozen piles of cotton
on fire, in the streets, one large pile near the
market-house where the great conflagration
began, which fire our soldiers were putting
out as I rode byit. . . . Wade Hampton de-
fended Columbia as long as he dared, and
then ran away, leaving the city full of cotton
blowing about like flakes of snow, so that trees,
and frame-houses, and garden fences,wereliter-
ally white. Of course a mayor could expectno
terms— being helpless he took what he could
get. I told him of course I had no intention
to burn or destroy anything, except what my
previous orders defined. I saw Wade Hamp-
ton’s cotton order printed in a Columbia paper,
but kept no copy, as it was notorious, for he
openly declared that Yankee footsteps should
not pollute his threshold, and he commanded
everything like corn fodder to be burntlest we
should get it.

They boasted that we would find a Moscow
andits consequences. . . . The treatmentof our
officers and prisoners at Columbia was enough
to have warranted its utter annihilation, and
after the fire began itrequired all our efforts to
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prevent its extending to the suburbs, including
the Old Hampton house,—now owned by
Preston, brother-in-law of Wade Hampton,—
which was saved by John Logan. Affection-
ately yours, W. T. SHERMAN,

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE,
MISSISSIPPIL
IN THE FIELD, NEAR COLUMBIA, S. C.,
Feb. 16, 1865.

Special Field Orders, No. 26

. . . General Howard will cross the Saluda and:
Broad rivers as near their mouths as possible,
occupy Columbia, destroy the public buildings,
railroad property, manufacturing and machine
shops; but will spare libraries and asylums and
private dwellings, He will then move to Winns-
boro’, destroying en route utterly that section of
the railroad. . . .

By order of Major-general W. T. SHERMAN.
L. M. DAYTON, Assistant Adjutant-general,

This order was made the day before we
entered Columbia, about the time the rebels
were cannonading our camps on the west side
of the Congaree, and burning their three
splendid bridges (Saluda and Broad unite at
Columbia and make the Congaree). During
the 16th, Howard crossed the Saluda at the
factory above Columbia, and that night
crossed Stone’s brigade to the east side of the
Broad River, and under its cover laid the
pontoon bridge, completing it about noon of
the 17th. Stone’s brigade went into Colum-
bia about 11 A. M., the mayor having come
out 3 miles and notified him that Beauregard
and Hampton had evacuated. They evac-
uated because they knew that Slocum and
Kilpatrick were moving straight for Winns-
boro’, 26 miles to their rear, and I wanted
them to stay in Columbia another day. Their
hasty evacuation was not to spare Columbia,
but to save being caught in the forks of the
Congaree and Catawba, which would have
resulted had they given time for Slocum to
reach Winnsboro’. Mayor Goodwin com-
plained to me of the cotton-burning order of
Wade Hampton — and especially that Hamp-
ton and Beauregard would not consent to his
request that the liquor (which had run the
blockade, and been transferred from the coast
to Columbia for safety) was not [should be|
removed or destroyed. This liquor, which our
men got in bucketfuls, was an aggravation,
and occasioned much of the disorder at night
after the fires had got headway. We all know
how the soldiers and junior officers hated South
Carolina, and I can hardly say what excesses
would have resulted had the general officers
allowed them free scope. . . .

W. T. SHERMAN.
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The latter part of March, 1866, John Sherman
says in a long letter on family matters:

You may have noticed that I have been in
Connecticut making two speeches. That at
Bridgeport is reportedin fullin the “ New-York
Times” of yesterday. Our difficulties here are
not over; Johnson is suspicious of every one,
and I fear will drift into his old party relations.
If so, he will carry with him but little peace
and prestige, and will soon be in deserved dis-
grace. It is also evident that Grant has some
political aspirations, and can, if he wishes it,
easily attain the presidency.

And on April 23, he writes :

Dear BroTHER: So little attention is paid
to Wade Hampton’s gasconade that I do not
think it worth while to give it importance by
an answer. Indeed, I do not find it printed in
any Northern paper, and having sent you the
only copy I have seen I find it impossible to
get another. The materials of a reply are on
hand, and are entirely satisfactory, but I will
let it rest until the charge is taken up by some
one else.

As for the civil rights bill, I felt it so clearly
right that I was prepared for the very gen-
eral acquiescence in its provisions both North
and South. To have refused the negroes the
simplest right granted to every other inhabi-
tant, native or foreigner, would be outrageous;
and to confess that our government is strong
enough to compel their military services, and
yet not strong enough to secure them the right
to acquire and hold property, would involve
a gross inconsistency. I hope this bill will be
made the basis of a compromise. If fairly en-
forced in the South, the public mind will be
satisfied for the negro to take his chances for
political privileges. . . . Affectionately,

JoHN SHERMAN.

THE REVOLT AGAINST ANDREW JOHNSON.

WasHINGTON, July 2, 1866.

DEAR BROTHER: . . . I meet a great many
from the South whom I knew before the war,
and I confess I am gratified with their senti-
ments and conduct. If they could now see
their manifest interests to accept the recent ad-
justment or amendment to the Constitution as
a reasonable and fair settlement, the South
would soon be resurrected into greater wealth
and power. I only fear their political alliance
with the pestilent copperheads of the North,
and thus perpetuate sectional enmity. I really
fear that Johnson, who is an honest man, will
from sheer stubbornness and bitter dislike to
Stevens and a few others lend himself to this
faction. The very moment the South will agree
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to a firm basis of representation, I am for gen-
eral amnesty, and a repeal of the test oaths.
But the signs of the times indicate another tir-
ing political contest. 1 see no way to avoid it.
I will have to take partin it, but you can, and
I hope will, stand aloof. Don’t commit your-
self to any political faction, and don’t fail to re-
member that the republican oranti-slavery,and
now anti-rebel, feeling is deeper and stronger
thanany otherin the Northern States. Wecould
surely contend with a manly fighting rebel like
your friend, but never will with those who raised
the white flag in the rear. . . . Affectionately,
JOHN SHERMAN,

WasHiNgTON, July 8, 1866.

My DEAR BROTHER:. . . Irtead yourspeech
at Salem and like it. It is now wise for you
to avoid all expressions of political opinion.
Congress and the President are drifting from
each other into open warfare. Congress is not
weak in what it has done, but in what it las
Jailed to do. Tt has adopted no unwise or ex-
treme measures. The civil rights bill and con-
stitutional amendments can be defended as
reasonable, moderate, and in harmony with
Johnson's old position and yours. As Congress
has thus far failed to provide measures to al-
low legal senators and representatives to take
their seats, it has failed in a plain duty. This
is its weakness; but even in this it will have
the sympathy of the most of the soldiers and
people who are not too eager to secure rebel
political power. As to the President, he is be-
coming Tylerized. He was elected by the
Union party for his openly expressed radical
sentiments, and now he seeks torend to pieces
this party. There is a sentiment among the
people that this is dishonor. It looks so to me.
What Johnson is is from and by the Union
party. He now deserts it and betrays it. He
may varnish it up, but after all he must admit
that he disappoints the reasonable expectations
of those who intrusted him with power.

He may bya coalition with copperheads and
rebels succeed, but the simple fact that nine
tenths of them who voted for him de not agree
with him, and that he only controls the other
tenth by power intrusted to him by the Union
party, will damn him forever. Besides, he is in-
sincere; he has deceived and misled his best
friends. I know he led many to believe he
would agree to the civil rights bill, and nearly
all who conversed with him until within a few
days believed he would acquiescein the amend-
ments, and even aid in securing their adoption.
Lalmost fear he contemplates civilwar. Under
these circumstances, you, Grant, and Thomas
ought tobe clear of political complications. As
formyself I intend tostick to finance, but, whexr-
ever I can, will moderate the actions of the
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Union party, and favor conciliation and res-
toration. Affectionately yours,
JOHN SHERMAN.

The political situation in Ohio made it neces-
sary for John Sherman to return there soon after
he had started on a trip to the West.

MansFIELD, October 26, 1866.

DEeAR BroTHER: Your letter of the 2oth
has been received. I thought and was glad to
hear thatyou had a charming trip. Isawenough
of the mountain region to give me a new esti-
mate of its great value. Insome respects I re-
gret that I did not go with you, but, situated
as I am, it was extremely fortunate that I re-
turned as I did. My political position ought
not to be misunderstood, but unfriendly critics
took occasion of my absence in the canvass to
attribute it to duplicity or cowardice. The
President’s course on the civil rights bill and
constitutional amendment was so unwise that
I could not for a moment allow any one to sup-
pose that I meant with him to join a coalition
of rebels and copperheads. Besides, Johnson
was elected by a party upon professions before
and after his election and inauguration so point-
edly different from his recent course that it ap-
peared to me a betrayal of those who trusted
his profession, and therefore in the highest sense
dishonorable. But worse than all, his turning
out good men—sometimes wounded soldiers
—merely because they adhered to their party
connections, and putting in men who opposed
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the war throughout, is simply an unmitigated
outrage that will stain the name of any man
connected with such conduct. This was the
deliberate judgment of nearly every man in the
Union party, and this feeling was intensified by
the President’s conduct in his recent tour, when
he sunk the presidential office to the level of a
grog-house.

I do trust you will not connect your name
with this administration. You lose in every
way by it. Grant ought not to ask it, for in
the common judgment it places you in equiv-
ocal relations with him. You will have all the
odium earned by disappointment in the reor-
ganization of the army, and will have a more
difficult, delicate, and responsible duty to dis-
charge, in which you can gain no credit and
may lose much. Besides, it connects you as a
partizan with Johnson—just what he wants,
but what you ought to dread. What can you
think of the recent telegrams about your pri-
vateletter ? If you wrote a private letter, what
business had they to make it public in the most
offensive way by innuendo. Grant and you are
above the ephemera of party politics, and for
the sake of the country I hope will keep so.
Let Johnson take Cowan, or some one of the
score that left the Union party with him, but
my convictions are so strong that you ought
not to play administrator ¢ de bonis non” of
Stanton that I write this freely. If you con-
clude otherwise I can only say I will deeply
regret it. Affectionately, JoHN SHERMAN.

CAPRICE.

T

HE forest edge I wandered by,
While it was cool from night;
Out from the ferns a butterfly
Flashed fluttering into light,
Pulsing through the. golden sky
In little thrills of flight.

II.

I followed — why, I could not tell ;
Whither, I did not care:

The chimes of some far chapel-bell
Made tremulous an air

Fragrant with thyme and asphodel,
Too faint to lift a prayer.

111,

I marked the butterfly to where
The sea beat on the sand ;

Its beating stunned the summer air,
Its gray breath chilled the land.

A little girl was walking there,
A prayer-book in her hand.

IV.

« Where dost thou go, my little maid,
So near the waves so high ?

And art thou never, then, afraid
To hear the sea-fowl’s cry?”

« Kind sir, I go to mass,” she said,
¢« And the dear God is nigh.”

« S0—go to mass, my child,” said T,
« With book and rosary,
Forget the sea-fowl’s angry cry;
But shouldst thou pray for me,
Tell thy dear God his butterfly
Has fluttered out to sea.”

V.



LETTERS OF TWO BROTHERS.
PASSAGES FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF GENERAL AND

SENATOR

RELATIONS OF GRANT AND

GENERAL SHERMAN'S MISSION TO MEXICO.

FTER returning from his Western
trip, General Sherman was sum-
moned to Washington in October,
1866, by the President,who wished
to make him Secretary of War.

WasHINGTON, Oct. 31, 1866.

DeAr BroTHER: I got your letter, and have
this morning answered by telegraph, but wish
to write more fully. When here last winter I
did not call to say good-by to the President,
and wrote him a good letter of apology, inclos-
ing my good wishes for his success in his pro-
fessed desire to accomplish in his term of office
the restoration of civil government all over our
land. When I got into Riley I received a de-
spatch from the President asking leave to pub-
lish it. I answered that he could publish
anything I ever wrote if it would do any good,
if Mr. Stanbery would advise it, but desiring,
if possible, to avoid any controversy. On this
he did not publish—and I have not made
any request in the premises. I don’tbelieve he
will publish it, and I don’t care much, foritcon-
tains nothing more than I thought then—viz.,
in February last. When I got here there was a
move to send Grant to Mexico with [Lewis D.]
Campbell in anadvisory capacity. Grantcould
not then be put to one sidein that way, and on
my arrival I found out that the President was
aiming to get Grant out of the way and me in,
not only as Secretary of War, but to command
the army, on the supposition that I would be
more friendlyto him than Grant. Grantwas will-
ing I should be Secretary of War, but I was not.
I would not be put in such a category, and
after much pro and con we have settled down
that I shall go with Campbell. The Secretary
of the Navy is preparing a steamer for us, and
it will be ready nextweek at New York, whence
we will go forth to search for the government of
Mexico, not a task at all to my liking, but I
cheerfully consented because it removesatonce
a crisis. Both Grant and I desire to keep
plainly and strictly to our duty in the army,
and not to be construed as partizans. We
must be prepared to serve every administra-
tion as it arises. We recognize Mr. Johnson
as the lawful President, without committing
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SHERMAN.

SHERMAN AFTER THE WAR.

ourselves, in the remotest degree, to an ap-
proval or disapproval of his specific acts. We
recognize the present Congress as the lawful
Congress of the United States, and its laws
binding on us and all alike, and we are most
anxious to see somehow or other the Supreme
Court brought in to pass on the legal and con-
stitutional differences between the President
and Congress.

We see nothing objectionablein the proposed
amendments to the Constitution, only there
ought to have been some further action on the
part of Congress committing it to the admis-
sion of members when the amendments are
adopted ; also the minor exceptions to hold of-
fice, etc., should be relaxed as the people show
an adherence to the national cause. . . . I
feel sure the President is so in the habit of
being controlled by popular majorities that he
will yield. Save he may argue against Con-
gress, and in favor of his own past expressed
opinions, Congress should not attempt an im-
peachment or interference with the current acts
of the executive, unless some overt act clearly
within the definition of the Constitution be at-
tempted, of which I see no signs whatever.
Some very bad appointments have been made,
but I find here that he was backed by long
lists of names that were Union men in the
war. Of course our army cannot be in force
everywhere, to suppress riots in the South, In-
dians in that vast region, only a part of which
we saw, where whites and Indians both require
watching, and the thousand and one duties
that devolve on us. This army can never be
used in the political complications; nothing
more than to hold arsenals, depots, etc.,against
riots, or to form a nucleus of an army of which
Congress must provide the laws for govern-
ment and the means of support. Neither the
President nor Congress ought to ask us of the
army to manifest any favor or disfavor to any
political measures. We are naturally desirous
for harmonious action— for peace and civility.
We naturally resist the clamor of temporary
popular changes, but as each administration
comes in we must serve the executive and the
War Department with seeming friendship.

I have called on Mr. Stanton, who received
me with all cordiality, and placed at my dis-
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posal ample means to execute my present task
with ease and comfort.

I start from here to-night, and will reach
St. Louis on Friday night, ready to start for
New York as soon as the vessel is ready, and
as soon as Campbell is ready, say all next
week. I don’t know that I can come by way
of Mansfield, as you see I must move fast—
staying every spare minute I can at home.
Write me fully, and let us all pull together and
get past this present difficulty ; then all will be
well. . . . Yours affectionately,

W. T. SHERMAN.

On November 11, General Sherman sailed on
the U. S. ship Swsguekanna on his mission to
Mexico.

U. S. S. Susquehanna, orr SANDY HooOK,
Nov. 11, 1866.

DEAR BROTHER : I had to make this
trip to escape a worse duty, and to save another
person from a complication that should be
avoided.

I am determined to keep out of political or
even quasi-political office, and shall resign be-
fore being so placed, though I cannot afford
to resign.

I hope that Congress will not let power pass
into the hands of such men as Butler, Phillips,
etc.— extreme men, as much so as Davis,
Cobb, etc. We have escaped one horn of the
dilemma, and ought, if possible, the other. But
it is too late to argue anything; but I feel that
if we cannot be calm and temperate in our
country we have no right to go to Mexico to
offer ourselves as their example and special
friends.  You can write me through the Navy
Department, as I may run to New Orleans,
where Sheridan could hold a letter for me; but
I expect little the next two months. Affection-
ately, W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHingTON, Dec. 3, 1866.

DEAR BROTHER : I was heartily glad
you got out of the War Department, The mis-
sion to Mexico is a very honorable one, and
with your views on “ annexation " is a very safe
one for the country. We all hope that the
French will go out, and that you will keep the
United States out. We want as little to do with
Mexico politically as possible, and as much
trade with her as is profitable. She is terribly
in need of a strong government, and if her
mixed population would electyou orsome other
firm military ruler as emperor or king, it would
be lucky for her, but a bad business for the
“elected one.” T have never seen the elements
of a stable government in Mexico, but she has
physicalresources that might, under a firm ruler,
make her the second power in America. Self-
government is out of the question. The worst

-
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enemies of Mexico are her own mixed,ignorant
population. If Maximilian could have held on,
he would have secured them physical prosper-
ity ; but sooner or later the pride of our people,
aroused against European intervention, would
have got us into a quarrel with him. Itisthere-
fore best that he leave. What you can do for
or with Mexico we will see. Your military rep-
utation, and aptitude with all classes, may help
to bring order out of chaos.

Your reception at Havana must have been
grateful, and the whole Mexican trip will, no
doubt, close agreeably for you a year of trials
and ovations. If they don't make you emperor
down there we will welcome you back as the
¢ republicanizer ” of the worst anarchy on the
globe. If you establish Juarez, come away
by all means in hot haste before the next pro-
nunciamento.,

As for domestic matters, Congress meets to-
morrow very much irritated at the President, -
As for Butler or impeachment, you need not
fear we will follow the one or attempt the other,
Johnson ought to acquiesce in the public judg-
ment—agree to the amendment, and we will
have peace. The personal feeling grows out of
the wholesale removal of good Union men from
office. Campbell is as responsible for this as
any man in Ohio; while I was under a cloud
for being friendly to Johnson, and absent from
the State, they turned out all my special friends,
and put in copperheads. . . . Affectionately,

JoHN SHERMAN,

Brasos, SANTIAGO, Dec. 7, 1866.

DEAR BroTHER : We have nearly completed
the circle without finding Juarez, who is about
as far away as ever up in Chihuahua, for no
other possible purpose than to be where the
devil himself cannot get at him.

I have not the remotest idea of ndmg on
mule-back a thousand miles in Mexico to find
its chief magistrate, and although the French
go away and Maximilian follow, I doubt if
Juarez can be made to trust his life and safety
to his own countrymen. We found Vera Cruz
in possession of the French Maximilian, and
we found Tucapiso in possession of local troops
in the interest of Maximilian, but they had not
the remotest idea where we should look for
Juarez. We have just reached here, and shall
to-morrow go up to Matamoras to meet Gen-
eral Escobedo, who can possibly fix some date
when Juarez will come within reach of civili-
zation.

The truth is that these Mexicans were and
are still as unable as children to appreciate the
value of time. They shrug their shoulders, and
exclaim, ¢ Juin sabe,” (God knows), and “ Poco
tuempo ” (In a short time), utterly regardless
of combinations with others.
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Mr. Campbell can deal withnone but Juarez,
and the republican government he represents,
and that government partakes of the charac-
teristics of Mexicans — viz., indecision and ut-
ter want of combination.

I believe the French want to leave, but
would like to bring us into the scrape. Their
scheme of giving Mexico a stable government
has cost them 200,000,000 of gold, and the
whole conception was in hostility to us, to be
ready to reabsorb the old Louisiana purchase,
where, as Napoleon calculated, our Union had
failed. But our Union has not failed, and the
French are willing to go; but they are scat-
tered, and must collect before they can march
for the sea-coast to embark. By reason of the
everlasting contest between the rival factions
of Mexico, the property-holders desire some
sort of stable government, and these favor
Maximilian. He may attempt to remain after
the French go, but I think would soon be
forced to go. Then Mexico must of necessity
settle her own difficulties. Some think she can,
some that she cannot, without our aid. This
cannot be done without Congress, and on that
point I am no advocate. All I can say is, that
Mexico does not belong to our system. All its
northern part is very barren and costly. Its
southern part is very good, tropical country,
but not suited to our people or pursuits. Its
inhabitants are a mixture of Indians, negroes,
and Spanish that can never be tortured into
good citizens, and would have to be extermi-
nated before the country could be made avail-
able to us. I am obeying orders, and not
carrying out a project of my own, and it is
well you should understand it, though I can-
not impart it to others.

I don’t know what policy the administration
has adopted, but I should deplore anything
that would make us assume Mexico in any
shape — its territory, its government, or its
people. Still, the French occupation, designed
in hostility to us, should be made to terminate.

Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHiNGTON, December 27, 1866,

DEAR BROTHER: . . . On the whole, I am
not sorry that your mission failed, since the
French are leaving ; my sympathies are rather
with Maximilian. The usual factions of Ortega
and Juarez will divide the native population,
while Maximilian can have the support of the
clergy and property. They are a miserable set,
and we ought to keep away from them. Here
political strife is hushed, and the South havetwo
months more in Whl(‘.h to accept the consti-
tutional amendment. What folly they exhibit !
To me Johnson and the old encrustated politi-
cians, who view everything in the light of thirty
years ago, seem like blind guides. After March
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4 they will rally to the amendment, and it
will then be too late. . . . Very truly yours,
JOHN SHERMAN,

GENERAL SHERMAN returned to St. Louis from
Mexico by way of New Orleans.

St. Louis, Sunpay, December 30, 1866.

Dear BrOTHER: . . . I came up from
New Orleans right through the country that I
had been the means of raiding so thoroughly,
and did not know but that I should hear some
things that would not be pleasant; but on the
contrary, many people met me all along the
road in the most friendly spirit. I spenta whole
day at Jackson , Mississippi, where chimney-
stacks and broken railroads marked the pres-
ence of Sherman’sarmy. But all sorts of people
pressed to see me, and evinced natural curiosity,
nothing more. . . .

I have a despatch from Mr. Stanton saying
that my actionin the delicate mission to Mexico
meets the approval of the President, the cabi-
net, and himself, so I got out of that scrape
easily. I do not want to come to Washington,
buttostayherequietlyaslongaspossible. When
Grant goes to Europe, then I will be forced to
come. The longer that is deferred, the better
for me. Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

NEGRO SUFFRAGE AND RECONSTRUCTION.

GENERAL SHERMAN, having been summoned
to Washington, writes from St. Louis on January
8, 1867.

DEAR BROTHER. . . . I need not say I
don’t want to come. There can be no satis-
faction to me in being drawn into the vortex
of confusion in which public affairs seem to be.
I cannot do or say anything that will influence
either the President or Congress. If the Presi-
dent be impeached, and the South reduced to
territories, the country will of course relapse to
a state of war or quasi-war, and what good it
is to do passes my comprehension. Our debt
is already as much as the country can stand,
and with Indians and local troubles we will
have full employment for all the regular army.
I suppose the Southern States will then require
a standing army of an hundred thousand men,
and it would be prudent to provide them be-
fore the emergency is created.

ABOUT this time General Sherman writes:

I got your letter a few days ago, and
am glad you feel so confident of the political
situation. I am not alarmed at the fact that
universal suffrage, blacks, whites, Chinese, and
Indians, is to be the basis, but the devil comes
when we will be forced to contract the right
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of suffrage. It is easy enough to roll downhill,
but the trouble is in getting back again; but
I am out, and shall keep out.

. . . G. A, Custer, lieutenant-colonel, Sev-
enth cavalry, is young, very brave, even to
rashness—a good trait for a cavalry officer. He
came to duty immediately on being appointed,
and is ready and willing now to fight the In-
dians. He isin my command, and I am bound
to befriend him. I think he merits confirma-
tion for military service already rendered, and
military qualities still needed (youth, health,
energy, and extreme willingness to act and
fight). .

WasHiNGTON, March 7, 1867.

DEAR BROTHER: . . . You will have no-
ticed that my name is connected with the re-
construction law. I did nothing but reduce
and group the ideas of others, carefully leay-
ing open to the South the whole machinery
of reconstruction. The bill was much injured
by the additions in the House, but, after all,
there is nothing obnoxious to the South in it
but general suffrage. This they must take, and
the only question is whether they will take it
in their own way by their own popular move-
ments, or whether we will be compelled at the
next session to organize provisional govern-
ments. I hope andtrust they will learn wisdom
from the past; can’t you in some way give
them that advice? Three years ago they hated
you and Johnson most of all men; now your
advice goes farther than any two men of the
nation. We will adjourn soon until November
next. The impeachment movement has so far
been a complete failure. Butler and Logan are
reinforcements, but will effect nothing. The
President has only to forward and enforce the
laws as they stand, and he is safe. He ought
not to, and must not, stand in the way of the
determined movement to recognize the rebel
States. He has had his way and if failed ; he
ought now fairly to try the Congressional way.
I think some of going to Paris in April. Iam
tendered an honorary membership of the com-
mission, and a free passage. The occasion is
tempting ; if I go, it will be about the middle
of April. Affectionately, JOHN SHERMAN.

A COMPLIMENT FROM LOUIS NAPOLEON.

AFTER a short and hurried trip abroad, John
Sherman writes :

UNITED STATES SENATE, July 15, 186%.

DEAR BroTHER: . . . I have no time to
write you more as to my trip, except to con-
vey the earnest personal message sent by Em-
peror Louis Napoleon to you. He asked me
to say to you in his name that he considered
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.you the genius of our war, and that he had for

you as a military man the highest regard, He
and his court treated me with unusual atten-
tion, no doubt partly on your account. You
would have been received with much hearti-
ness. While I am glad you abandoned that
excursion, yet I hope you will arrange to go
this winter to Paris and London.

The Indian war is an inglorious one. We
will probably pass a bill to authorize you and
others to make a treaty with the Indians, with
a view to gather them into reservations. I
have many things to write about, but must
defer them for the present. Affectionately
yours, JoHN SHERMAN.

ABOUT this time Congress appointed General
Sherman a member of a Commission to investi-
gate the Indian troubles, and to make treaties with
the Indians.

Mapison, WiscoNsiN, August 3, 1867,

DEeAR BROTHER: . . . As I expected, I
am on the detail! and have official notice
that I shall be required in St. Louis, Tuesday,
August 6. I got your message from
Napoleon. He sent me a similar message by
Schofield, but I would hardly ventureto France
as the representative of our military system, as
it would subject meto heavy expense and much
trouble.

Grant told me he would not accept a nomi-
nation for President, and if he departs from this,
his natural conclusion, it will be by side influ-
ence, and because no good candidate has thus
far been brought forward by the ruling party.
I don’t think he has clearly defined political
opinions, but would let Congress and the de-
partments work out the problem of the future,
which is probably better than to form a theory
and force matters to conform to it. . . .
Yours affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

GRANT AS A SPHINX.

MansrFieLp, OHIo, August g, 1867.

DEeAr BrOTHER: . . ., It is now becoming
extremely important to know precisely what
Grantwants in connection with the Presidency.
Ifhe has really made up his mind that he would
like to hold that office he can have it. Popu-
lar opinion is all in his favor. His position is
the rare one of having that office within his
easy reach, and yet it is clear that his inter-
est is against his acceptance. The moment
he is nominated he at once becomes the victim
of abuse, and even his great services will not
shield him. Our politics for years will be a
maelstrom, destroying and building up reputa-
tions with rapidity. My conviction is clear that
Grant ought not to change his present position

1 Indian Commission.
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all odds Chase is the safest man for the coun-
try. Heis wise, politic, and safe. Our finances,
the public credit, and the general interests of
all parts of the country will be safe with him.
His opinions are advanced on the suffrage
question, but this waived, he would be a most
conservative President. He is not a partizan,
scarcely enough so for his own interests; still,if
Grant wishes to be President, all other candi-
dates will have to stand aside. I see nothing
in his way unless he is foolish enough to con-
nect his future with the Democratic party.
This party cannot dictate the next President.
They would deaden any man they praise. Even
Grant could not overcome any fellowship with
them. If they should take a wise course in fu-
ture political questions, their course during the
war will bar their way. You may not think so,
but I know it. The strength is with the Re-
publicans, not of the Butler stripe, but with
just that kind of men who would be satisfied
with the position of Grant. The suffrage and
reconstruction questions will be settled before
the election, and in such a way as to secure the
Republican party an even chance in every
Southern State except Kentucky. . . .

I agree with you that Indian wars will not
cease until all the Indian tribes are absorbed
in our population, and can be controlled by
constables instead of soldiers.

I mean to remain as quiet as possible this
fall. I am not now in high favor with the
Radicals, and can afford to wait awhile. The
electionin Ohio will go as usual. The suffrage
amendment will be adopted by a close vote,
and that will settle forever the negro question
in Ohio. A reaction and struggle may occur
in the South, but no change will occur in the
loyal States until they divide on financial
questions. This is inevitable after the next
election. . . . Affectionately yours,

JoHN SHERMAN.

HEADQUARTERS, OMAHA, NEBRASKA,
September 12, 1867.

DEAR BROTHER: . As to politics, I
hardly know if I should approach Grant, as I
can hardly judge of the influences that have
operated on him since we were together last
November. In accepting the acting office of
Secretary of War, I doubt not he realized the
delicacy of his position, and was willing to risk
the chances. It is not for the interest of the
United States that in a temporary political of-
fice he should sink his character as a military
officer. In the former he should be in har-
mony with the executive, but in the latter he
should be simply a high sheriff to execute the
process of the court. My belief is that Con-
gress cannot qualify the President’s right to
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command the army and navy. He is the con-
stitutional commander-in-chief. But Congress
can make rules and laws for the government
of the army, and thereby control the Presi-
dent as such commander-in-chief, In trying
to arraign the President and General Grant in
antagonism Congress did wrong, and reaction
issure to result. It damages all parties, because
few people take the trouble to study out the
right; yet time moves along so rapidly, and
the election of a new President will soon settle
these and all kindred questions.

Your course has been fair, and you cannot
wish to alter or amend it. Our country ought
not to be ruled by the extreme views of Sum-
ner or Stevens any more than by the extreme
views of Calhoun, Yancey and Co., that have
produced our civil war. There is some just mid-
dle course, and events will flow into it whether
any one man or set of men is wise enough to
foresee it and lay down its maxims. I think
Chase is the ablest man of his school, and I
would personally prefer him to Wade, Colfax,
or any of the men whose names I notice in this
connection. Whether the precedent of a chief-
justice being a political aspirant may not be
bad, I don’t know. This is the Mexican rule,
and has resulted in anarchy.

I don’t think Grant, Sheridan, Thomas, or
any real military man wants to be President.
All see that however pure or exalted their past
reputationsmay have been, it don’t shield them
from the lies and aspersions of a besotted press.
He! writes me in the most unreserved confi-
dence, and never has said a word that looks
like wanting the office of President, His whole
nature is to smooth over troubles, and he waits
with the most seeming indifference under false
and unjust assertions till the right time, when
the truth peeps out so as to defy contradic-
tion. . . . Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

HOT WATER AND IMPEACHMENT OF THE
FPRESIDENT.

EARLY in October, 1867, General Sherman was
again summoned to Washington by the President.

WasHiNGTON, October 11, 1867,

Drar BrotHER: I haveno doubt you have
been duly concerned about my being sum-
moned to Washington.

It was imprudently done by the President
without going through Grant. But I think I
have smoothed it over so that Grant does not
feel hurt. I cannot place myself in a situation
even partially antagonistic with Grant. We
must work together. Mr. Johnson has not of-
fered me anything, only has talked over every
subject, and because I listen to him patiently

1 Grant.
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and make short and decisive answers, he says
he would like to have me here. Still he does
notoppose my going backhome. . . . On Mon-
day I will start for St. Louis by the Atlantic
and G. W, road, and pass Mansfield Tuesday.
Can’t you meet me and ride some miles? I
have been away from home so much, and must
go right along to Fort Laramie, that I cannot
well stop at Cleveland or Mansfield, and would
like to see you for an hour or so to hear your
views of the coming events. Yours af-
fectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

And on his return to St. Louis he continues :

. . . I'havealwaystalked kindly to the Presi-
dent, and advised Grant to do so. I do think
that it is best for all hands that his adminis-
tration be allowed to run out its course without
threatened or attempted violence. Whoever
begins violent proceedings will lose in the long
run. Johnson is not a man of action, but of
theory, and so long as your party is in doubt
as to the true mode of procedure, it would be
at great risk that an attempt be made to dis-
place the President by a simple law of Congress.
This is as much as I have ever said to any-
body. T havenever by word or inference given
anybody the right to class me in opposition to,
or in support of, Congress.

Onthe contrary, I told Mr. Johnson that from
the nature of things he could not dispense with
a Congress to make laws and appropriate
money, and suggested to him to receive and
make overtures to such men as Fessenden,
Trumbull, Sherman, Morgan,and Morton,who,
though differing with him in abstract views of
constitutional law and practice, were not de-
structive ; that if the Congressional plan of re-
construction succeeded, he could do nothing,
and if it failed, or led to confusion, the future
developed results in his favor, etc., and that is
pretty much all I have ever said or done. At
the meeting of the Society of the Army of the
Tennessee on the 13th inst., I shall be forced
to speak, if here, and though I can confine
myself purely to the military events of the past,
I can make the opportunity of stating that in
no event will I be drawn into the complications
of the civil politics of this country.

If Congress could meet and confine itself to
current and committee business, I feel certain
that everything will work along quietly till the
nominations are made, and a new Presidential
election will likely settle the principle if negroes
are to be voters in the States without the con-
sent of the whites.

This is more a question of prejudice than
principle, but a voter has as much right to his
prejudices as to his vote. . . . Yours affec-
tionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

Vor. XLV.—117.
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MansrieLD, Onlo, November 1, 1867.

DEear BroTHER : I see no real occasion for
trouble with Johnson. The great error of his
life was in not acquiescing in, and supporting,
the amendment of the first session of Thirty-
ninth Congress. This he could easily have
carried, It referred the suffrage question to
each State, and if adopted long ago, the whole
controversy would have culminated; or if fur-
ther opposed by the extreme Radicals, they
could be easily beaten. Now I see nothing
short of universal suffrage and universal am-
nesty as the basis. When you come on I sug-
gest that you give out that you go on to make
your annual report, and settle Indian affairs.
Give us notice when you will be on, and come
directly to my house, where we will make you
one of the family. Grant, I think, is inevitably
a candidate. He allows himself to drift intoa
position where he can’t decline if he would, and
I feel sure he don’t want to decline. My judg-
ment is that Chase isbetter for the country, and
for Grant himself, but I will not quarrel with
what I cannot control. JOHN SHERMAN.

And later he writes:

If you can keep free from committals to
Johnson, you will, surely as you live, be called
upon to act as President. The danger now is
that the mistakes of the Republicans may drift
the Democratic party into power. If so, the
Rebellion is triumphant, and no man active in
suppressingit will be trusted or honored. Grant
is not injured by his correspondence with John-
son, but no doubt feels annoyed. . . .

St. Louis, February 14, 1868.

DeAR BROTHER: . I am again in
the' midst of trouble occasioned by a telegram
from Grant saying that the order is out for
me to come to the command of the Military
Division of the Atlantic, headquarters at Wash-
ington. The President repeatedly asked me
to accept of some such position, but I thought
I had fought it off successfully, though he
again and again reverted to it. Now it seems
he has ordered it, and it is full of trouble for
me. I wrote him one or two letters in Wash-
ington which I thought positive enough, but
have now written another, and if it fails in its
object, I might as well cast about for new em-
ployment. There is not room on board of one
ship for more than one captain. If Grant in-
tends to run for President, I would be willing
to come on, because my duties would then be
so clearly defined that I think I could steer
clear of the breakers; but now it would be
impossible. The President would make use of
me to beget violence, a condition of things that
ought not to exist now. He has no right to
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use us for such purposes, though he is com-
mander-in-chief. I did suppose his passage
with Grant would end there, but now it seems
he will fight him as he has been doing Con-
gress. I don’tobject if he does so himself, and
don’t ropeme in. . . . _
If the President forces me into a false posi-
tion out of seeming favor, I must defend my-
self. It is mortifying, but none the less inevi-
table. Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

A few days after this General Sherman went
to Washington in response to the President’s or-
der, and while there had several interviews with
the President relating to the change of his com-
mand. He objected very strongly to any such
change, because he felt that he could not hold a
command in Washington without interfering with
Grant’s interests, and because he had a rooted
objection to living in Washington in the midst
of the turmoil of politics. These objections were
embodied in three Ietters which General Sherman
wrote, and showed to Grant before he sent them
to the President. One of them found its way into
the public press, and created a disturbance which
called forth the following letters:
HEADQUARTERS ARMY oF THE UNITED

STATES,

WasHineToN, D. C., February 22, 1868.
Hon. J. SHERMAN, U. S. Senate.

DEARr Sir: The “National Intelligencer”
of this morning contains a private note which
General Sherman sent to the President whilst
he was in Washington, dictated by the purest
kindness and a disposition to preserve harmony,
and not intended for publication. It seems
to me the publication of that letter is calcu-
lated to place the general in a wrong light
before the public, taken in connection with
what correspondents have said before, evi-
dently getting their inspiration from the White
House. As General Sherman afterward wrote
a semi-official note to the President, furnish-
ing me a copy, and still later a purely official
one, sent through me, which placed him in his
true position, and which have not been pub-
lished, though called for by the House, I take
the liberty of sending you these letters to
give you the opportunity of consulting Gen-
eral Sherman as to what action to take upon
them. In all matters where I am not person-
ally interested I would not hesitate to advise
General Sherman how I would act in his
place. But in this instance, after the corre-
spondence I have had with Mr. Johnson, I
may not see General Sherman’s interest in the
same light that others see it, or that I would
see it in if no such correspondence had oc-
curred. I am clear in this however: the corre-
spondence here inclosed to you should not be
made public except by the President, or with
the full sanction of General Sherman. Proba-
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bly the letter on the 31st of January,! marked
confidential, should not be given out at all.
Yours truly, U. S. GranT.

The following letter was addressed to the editor
of the ¢ National Intelligencer *:

UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMBER,
WasHINGTON, February 22, 1868.
GENTLEMEN: Thepublication in your paper
yesterday of General Sherman's note to the
President, and its simultaneous transmission
by telegraph, unaccompanied by subsequent
letters withheld by the President because they
were “private,” is so unfair as to justify severe
censure upon the person who furnished you
this letter, whoever he may be. Upon its face
it is an informal, private note dictated by the
purest motives, a desire to preserve harmony,
and not intended for publication. How any
gentlemen receiving such a note could first
allow vague but false suggestions of its con-
tents to be given out, and then to print it,
and withhold other letters because they were
¢ private,” with a view to create the impres-
sion that General Sherman, in referring to
“ulterior measures,” suggested the violent ex-
pulsion of a high officer from his office, passes
my comprehension. Still I know that General
Sherman is so sensitive upon questions of offi-
cial propriety in publishing papers, that he
would rather suffer from this false inference
than correct it by publishing another pri-
vate note — and as I knew that this letter was
not the only one written by General Sherman
to the President about Mr. Stanton, I applied
oto the President for his consent to publish
subsequent letters. This consent was freely
given by the President, and I therefore send
copies to you, and ask their publication,
These copies are furnished me from official
sources, for while I knew General Sherman’s
opinions, yet he did not show me either of
the letters to the President. During his stay
here he was nervously anxious to promote har-
mony,—to avoid strife,—and certainly never
suggested or countenanced resistance to law,
or violence in any form. He no doubt left
Washington with hisold repugnance to politics,
politicians, and newspapers very much in-
creased by his visit here. JoHN SHERMAN.

UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMBER,
Feb. 23, 1868.

DeAr BroTaER: I received your letters and
telegrams, and did not answer because events
were moying so rapidly that I could say no-
thing but might be upset before you got the
letter.

Now you can congratulate yourself upon
being clear of the worst complications we have

1 See General Sherman’s “ Memoirs.”
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everhad. Impeachment seemsto beaforegone
conclusion so far as the House of Representa-
tivesis concerned, based uponthe alleged forci-
ble expulsion of Stanton. No one disputes the
right of the President to raise a question of law
upon his right to remove Stanton, but the forci-
ble removal of a man in office, claiming to be
in lawfully, is like the forcible ejectment of a
tenant when his right of possession is in dispute.
It is a trespass, an assault, a riot, or a crime,
according to the result of the force. Itisstrange
the President can contemplate such a thing,
when Stanton is already stripped of power, and
the courts are open to the President to try
his right of removal. The President is acting
very badly with respect to you. He creates
the impression that you acted disingenuously
with him. Hehas published your short, private
note before you went to Annapolis, and yet
refuses to publish your formal one subsequently
sent him, because it was ¢ private.” The truth
is he is a slave to his passions and resentments.
No man can confide in him, and you ought to
feel happy at your extrication from all near
connection with him. Grant is anxious
to have your letters published, since the note
referred to was published. I willsee Grantand
the President this evening, and if the latter
freely consents, I will do it informally; but if
he doubts or hesitates, I will not, without your
express directions. In these times of loose con-
fidence, it is better to submit for a time to a
wrong construction than to betray confidential
communications. Grantwill unquestionably be
nominated. Chase acquiesces, and I see no
reason to doubt his election. Affectionately,
JOHN SHERMAN.

St, Louts, Mo., Feb. 25, 1868.

DEear BroTHER: Iam in possession of all
the news up to date, the passage of the im-
peachment resolution, etc., but I don’t yet
know if the nomination of T. Ewing, Sr., was
a real thing, or meant to compromise a diffi-
culty.

The publication of my short note of Jan. 18
is nothing to me. I have the original draft
which I sent through Grant’s hands, with his
indorsement back to me. At the time this note
must have been given to the reporter the Presi-
dent had an elaborate letter from me, in which
I discussed the whole case,and advised against
the very course he has pursued; but I don’t
want that letter or any other to be drawn out
to complicate a case already bad enough.
You may always safely represent me by saying
that I will not make upa final opinion till called
on to act, and I want nothing to do with these
controversies until the time comesforthe actual
fight, which I hope to God may be avoided. If
the Democratic party intend to fight on this
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impeachment, which I believe they do not, you
may count 200,000 men against you in the
South. The negroes are no match for them.
On this question the whites there will be more
united than on the old issue of union and se-
cession. I do not think the President should
be suspended during trial, and if possible the
Republican party should not vote on all side
questions as a unit. They should act as judges,
and not as partizans. The vote in the House,
being a strictly party vote, looks bad, for it
augurs a prejudiced jury. Those who adhere
closest to the law in this crisis are the best
patriots. While the floating politicians here
share the excitement at Washington, the people
generally manifest little interest in the game
going on at Washington. Affectionately yours,
W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHiNGTON, March 1, 1868,

DEArR BroTHER: Your letter of the zsth is
received. I need not say to you that the new
events transpiring here are narrowly watched
by me. So far as I am concerned, I mean to
give Johnson a fair and impartial trial, and
to decide nothing until required to do so, and
after full argument. I regard him as a foolish
and stubborn man, doing even right things in
a wrong way, and in a position where the evil
that he does is immensely increased by his man-
ner of doing it. He clearly designed to have
first Grant and then you involved in Lorenzo
Thomas’s position, and in this he is actuated
by his resentment against Stanton. How easy
it would have been if he had followed your
advice to have made Stanton anxious to resign,
or,whatisworse, to have made his positionridic-
ulous. By his infernal folly we are drifting into
turbulent waters. The only way is to keep cool,
and act conscientiously. I congratulate you
on your lucky extrication. I do not anticipate
civil war, for our proceeding is unquestionably
lawful, and if the judgment is against the Presi-
dent, his term is just as clearly out as if the 4th
of March, 1869, was come. The result, if he is
convicted, would cast the undivided responsi-
bility of reconstruction upon the Republican
pdrty, and would unquestionably secure the full
admission of all the States by July next, and
avoid the dangerous questions that may other-
wise arise out of the Southern vote in the Pres-
idential election. Itis now clear that Grant will
be a candidate, and his election seems quite as
clear. The action of North Carolina removed
thelast doubt of his nomination. Affectionately
yours, JOHN SHERMAN.

St. Louis, March 14, 1868.
DEAR BROTHER: I don’t know what
Grant means by his silence in the midst of the
very great indications of his receiving the no-
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mination in May. Doubtless he intends to hold
aloof from the expression of any opinion till the
actual nomination is made, when if he accepts
with astrong radical platform I will be surprised.
My notion 1s that he thinks that the Demo-
crats ought not to succeed to power, and that
he would be willing to stand a sacrifice rather
than see that result. I notice that your
Republicans have divided on some of the side
questions on impeachment, and am glad you
concede to the President the largest limits in his
defense that are offered. I don’t see what the
Republicans can gain by shoving matters to an
extent that looks like a foregone conclusion.
No matter what men may think of Mr. John-
son, his office is one that ought to have a pretty
wide latitude of opinion. Nevertheless, the trial
is one that will be closely and sternly criticized
by all the-civilized world. . . . Affectionately
yours, W. T. SHERMAN.

St. Louis, Mo., March 24, 1868.

I have a private letter from Grant as late as
March 18, but he says not a word of his politi-
cal intentions. So far as I know, he would yet
be glad of a change that would enable him to
remain as now. . . .

On June 11 General Sherman writes :

. . . Of course I have noticed Grant’s ac-
ceptance. I take it for granted he will be
elected, and 1 must come to Washington. I
shall not, however, commit myself to this pro-
motion till he is not only elected, but until he
vacates, and I am appointed and confirmed.

And in July he writes again :

Of course Grant will be elected. T have just
traveled with him for two weeks, and the curi-
osity to see him exhausted his and my patience.
He is now cached down at his ranch eleven
miles below the city.

In September John Sherman writes from Phila-
delphia:

Grant will surely be elected. If not, we will
have the devil to pay, and will have to fight
all our old political issues over again, All
indications are now in favor of the overwhelm-
ing defeat of Seymour on account of the rebel
and copperhead stand of the New York con-
vention. . . .

And later he writes from Washington :
. . . ILresume at once the canvass, and am

working very hard. The election of Grant
seems our only salvation from serious trouble.
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GENERAL GRANT A PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE.

JOHN SHERMAN spent the summer of 1868
working hard in the canvass for the State elec-
tions in Ohio. He writes on October 14 from
Mansfield :

The October election is now over, but I
do not yet know precise results. I write sup-
posing that the Republicans have carried
Ohio and Pennsylvania, and perhaps Indiana.
Grant is much stronger than our State or
Congressional ticket, and will get thousands of
floating Democratic votes. I regard his elec-
tion as a foregone conclusion. This canvass
has been very hard upon us, and I will now
take a rest. If you would like to join me we
can go to the Lake, and have some fine sport
hunting and fishing. This relaxation will do
us both good.

And on October 30 General Sherman writes
from St. Louis assuming that Grant will be
elected.

The election?! is so near at hand that fur-
ther speculations are unnecessary. I have
written to Grant that I can readily adjust my
interests to his plans; but if he has none
fixed, I prefer he should go on and exercise
his office of commander-in-chief till the last
moment, stepping from one office to the other
on the 4th of March next, and calling me
there at the last moment. I have told him I
don’t want to be in Washington till I can as-
sume the command, and exercise the positive
duties of commander-in-chief, . Yours
affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

AFTER GRANT’S FIRST ELECTION.

St. Louis, Mo., November 23, 1868.

Dear BroTHER: . . . I know that Grant
esteems you highly, and will respect anything
you may ask. He may offer you the Treasury
Department, but I thinknot. Hewill think you
more valuable in the Senate, as the Governor
of Ohio and the legislature would fill your
vacancy with a Democrat.

Don’t approach Grantin person if you want
anything. Put it in plain writing so emphatic
that he will know you are in earnest, and not
yielding to personal importunity. Affection-
ately yours, W. T. SHERMAN.

WasniNcTON, D. C., December 6, 1868.
DEeAR BROTHER: . . . I never expected to
be appointed Secretary of the Treasury, as you
suggest he might, for if he thought of it, I could
not accept by reason of the political compli-
1 The Presidential election.— EDITOR.
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cation of the Ohio legislature, I would be
gratified with the offer and opportunity to de-
cline, but I suppose in this matter he will not
choose to deal in compliments. . . . Affec-
tionately, JoHN SHERMAN.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE
MissouRi,
St. Louits, Mo., December 20, 1868.

DEAR BROTHER: . . . Grantand I at Chi-
cago had one or two stolen interviews in which
he said he would leave me, as I wished, at
St. Louis till the last minute, viz., March 4,
and he assured me that he would oppose, if
it came to him, any change as to the law in
the matter of the office of general, or the di-
minution of salary. The only trouble is in my
successor. Halleck is out of the question;
Meade comes next on the list, but is nota fa-
vorite. Sheridan comes next in order, and is
Grant’s preference, / #ink. Thomas could not
be passed over if by the accidents of war Sheri-
dan had not already got over him. Thomas is
universally esteemed, but was not made a regu-
lar major-general till his battle of Nashville,
whereas Sheridan, at least thirteen years
youngerinservice,was made amajor-general for
his Winchester battle the summer previous. So
I think Sheridan will be chosen by Grant as
lieutenant-general. Say not a word of this, as
Grant will not wish to act till the last minute
of time.

We had the most enthusiastic meeting at
Chicago possible, and on the whole it was the
best meeting we ever had, or ever will have
again. Allpersons, Grantincluded, volunteered
the most fulsome eulogies of my short address
of welcome, which is badly reported in the tele-
graphic despatches; but it was carefully written
out, and will be correctly printed when the
whole proceedings are booked. Yours,

W. T. SHERMAN.

GENERAL SHERMAN’S RECEPTION IN THE
SOUTH.

St. Louts, Feb. 21, 1869.

DeaAr BROTHER: . . . My visit South was
inevery senseagreeable. My old friendsin Alex-
andria did all they could to make us welcome,
and I was not allowed to pay a cent on steam-
boat, at the hotel,oranywhere. I visited several
plantations, and sawnegroes at work for wages,
and seemingly as fsee and as conscious of their
freedom as the blacks of Ohio. Boyd 1 was per-
fectly grateful for the books you sent him, which
werein the library and marked with your name.
I found my own portrait in full uniform in the

1 Successor to General Sherman as president of

Louisiana State Military School.
2 Former Superintendent.
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main hall, and in the library many books on
our side of the war. Boyd asked me for army
and navy registers, coast surveys, and railroad
surveys, and other national books that I have
and will send him. Of course they have their
old prejudices, and labor to prevent their cause
from sinking into one of pure malignity; but
as to the future, he promised me to teach his
pupils to love and honor the whole country.
He preserves all my old letters, and we looked
over many, in every one of which I took the
highest national grounds, and predicted theruin
of their country.

The marble tablet, which was built over the
main door, on which was cut the inscription,
¢ By the liberality of the General Government,
The Union— Esto perpetua,” was taken out,
and was found brokenin pieces. Isaw the depo-
sition to that effect in Boyd’s possession, but
he could not say if Vallas 2 did it of himself, or
on the order of the board of supervisors.

You remember attention was called to that
inscription by my original letter of resignation,
and it is probable the rebels made Vallas take
it out. Anyhow, Boyd has ordered an iron cast-
ing of same size and same inscription, and
promised me to place it over the door in lieu
of the marble, too much broken up to be re-
placed.

In New Orleans I was cautioned against go-
ing to Alexandria, which was burned down at
the time of the Banks expedition; but I never
received more marked attention by all classes,
and not a word or look reached me but what
was most respectful and gratifying. In like
manner I had the most pressing invitations to
stop at Jackson and Canton, Mississippi, both
of which places were destroyed by me. I do
think some political power might be given to
the young men who served in the rebel army,
for they are a better class than the adventurers
who have gone South purely for office. Affec-
tionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

In May, 1869, General Sherman took com-
mand of the army,succeeding General Grant, and
moved to Washington.

WasHincToN, D. C., September 12, 1869.
DEAR BROTHER: . I now do both
duties, commander-in-chief and Secretary of
War. The truth is, the offices both united are
easier of execution than either separate, be-
cause the statutes do not clearly define the
spheres of each, and a natural conflict or sus-
picion arises; united in one person settles all
disputes. In the present attitude of things it
would be a good thing to dispense with a Sec-
retary of War, and unite army and navy in
one representative in the cabinet, and let the
internal revenue go into the cabinet. . .
Yours, W. T. SHERMAN.



goz

POLITICAL AND MILITARY FRICTION.

Fort RicHARDSON, TExas, May 18, 1871.
Dear BroTHER: I have been skirting the
frontier of Texas from San Antonio to this
place. Now for the first time we meet mails
coming from the direction of St. Louis, and
have New York ¢ Heralds ” of May 1, 2, and 3.
I see the ¢ Herald” is out in full blast for me
as President. You may say for me, and publish
it too, that in no event and under no circum-
stances will I ever be a candidate for Presi-
dent or any other political office ; and I mean
every word of it. . . . Affectionately, etc.,
W. T. SHERMAN.

WasHINGTON, D. C., July 8, 1871.

DeAR BROTHER: I saw General
Grant when he was here some days ago, and we
talked about that letter sent him, and my pub-
lished declination of a nomination by either
party. I told him plainly that the South would
go against him ez masse, though he counts on
South Carolina, Louisiana, and Arkansas; but
I repeated my conviction that all that was vital
at the South was against him, and that negroes
were generally quiescent, and could not be re-
lied on as voters when local questions became
mixed up with political matters. I think, how-
ever, he will be renominated and reélected, un-
less by personally doing small things to alienate
his party adherence at the North, . . .

My office has been by law stripped of all
the influence and prestige it possessed under
Grant, and even in matters of discipline and
army control I am neglected, overlooked, or
snubbed. I have called General Grant’s at-
tention to the fact several times, but got no
satisfactory redress.

The old regulations of 1853, made by Jeff
Davis, in hostility to General Scott, are now
strictly construed and enforced ; and in these
regulations the War Department is everything,
and the name of general, lieutenant-general, or
commander-in-chief even, does not appear in
the book. Consequently orders go to parts of
the army supposed to be under my command,
of which I know nothing till I read them in the
newspapers ; and when I call the attention of
the Secretary to it he simply refers to some par-
agraph of the Army Regulations. Some five
years ago, there was a law to revise these regu-
lations and to make them conform to the new
order of things,and to utilize the experiences of
the war. A board was appointed here in Wash-
ington, composed of Sherman, Sheridan, and
Auger, that did so revise them, and they were
submitted to Congress with the approval of
General Grant, but no action was taken. But
now a new board is ordered to prepare an-
other set, and this board is composed of a
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set of officers hardly qualified to revise the
judgment of the former board. I propose
patiently to await the action of this board,
though now that war is remote, there is little
chance of Congress giving the army athoughtat
all; and if these new regulations are framed, as
I suppose, to cripple the power of the General,
and foster the heads of staff departments, I
will simply notify the President that I cannot
undertake to command an army with all its
staff independent of the commander-in-chief,
and ask him to allow me quietly to remove to
St. Louis, to do such special matters as may
be committed to me by the President, and
leave the army to be governed and com-
manded, as now, by the Secretary of War in
person, This cannot occur for twelve months.
I have said nothing of this to anybody, and
will not do anything hasty or rash; but I do
think that because some newspapers berate
Grant about his military surroundings, he feels
disposed to go to the other extreme. .
Affectionately, W. T. SHERMAN.

MansFiELD, Ouro, July 16, 1871.
Dear BrorHER: . . . He will be nomi-
nated and, I hope, elected. Sowill I ; and itis
better for the country that in our relative po-
sition we are independent of each other. I
hope you and he will preserve your ancient
cordiality ; forthough he seems willing to strip
your office of its power, yet I have no doubt
he feels as warm an attachment for you as from
his temperament he can to any one. You have
been forbearing to him, but lose nothing by it.
I have seen nothing in the course of the Re-
publican party unfriendly to you. I know you
have hosts of friends in our party, who would

resent any marked injustice to you. . .

Affectionately yours, JOHN SHERMAN.

GENERAL SHERMAN IN EUROPE.

Paris, FRANCE, July 16, 1872.
DEAR BROTHER : Of course I have
watched the progress of political events as they
appear from this standpoint, and feel amazed
to see the turn things have taken. Grant, who
never was a Republican, is your candidate; and
Greeley, who never was a Democrat, but quite
the reverse, is the Democratic candidate. I
infer that Grant will be reélected, though sev-
eral shrewd judges insist that Greeley will be
our next President. Choosing between the two
candidates on national grounds, I surely prefer
Grant; as to platforms and parties, of course,
I regard these as mere traps to catch flies, but
with General Grant as President there will
likely be more stability and quietude, which
the country needs. . . . Affectionately yours,

W. T. SHERMAN.
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MansrFieLp, OHIO, Aug. 4, 1872.

DeAR BroTHER: . . . Just now all inter-
est is centered upon the Presidential election.
As you say, the Republicans are running a
Demotrat, and the Democrats a Republican,
and there is not an essential difference in the
platform of principle. The chief interest I feel
in the canvass is the preservation of the Re-
publican party, which I think essential to secure
the fair enforcements of the results of the war.
General Grant has so managed matters as to
gain the very bitter and active hostility of many
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ever, be fairly supported by the great mass of
the Republicans, and T still hope and believe
will be elected. The defections among Repub-
licans will be made up of Democrats who will
not vote for Greeley.

The whole canvass is so extraordinary that
no result can be anticipated. You will notice
that Sumner, Thurman, Banks, and others are
for Greeley, who is probably the most unfit man
for President, except Train, that has ever been
mentioned. I intend to support Grant fairly
and fully, as best for the country and Repub-

of the leading Republicans, and the personalin- lican party. . . . Affectionately yours,
difference of most of the residue. He will, how- JoHN SHERMAN.
CONSOLATION.
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MY belovéd, sweet each hour I know
Because it brings me closer unto you!

Boughs make me blithe, and blades give comfort true.
When down our sea-worn lanes red leaves drop slow,
Soon on the stalk will not the green leaf show?
When blows the crocus as long since it blew,
Or willows bud by reedy wells we knew—
As went the old, will not the young year go?
Ah, once, drew the dark day of parting near!
Each weather was more bitter than the last,
And fair or sear an added sorrow bore:
But now, beloveéd, breaks that time of cheer
When I shall see you, hear you, hold you fast;
And each is sweeter than the one before.

Lizette Woodwerth Reese.

IN

EXTREMITY.

COME, science, do thy worst or little best ;

Come, patient critic, with thy searching doubt
From scripture wonder pluck the warrant out;
And every hope that harbors in the breast

Be of all right and title dispossessed,
Till, where heaven was, the dark shall rim about
A greater darkness, and the fool shall flout
All thought or dream of the immortal rest.

But thou, my Shakspere, hast not tasted death :
God were not good if thou hadst failed to know
What joy and blessing from thy spirit flow

For all men drawing glad or painful breath.

And where thou art all human life must be,
Heart of thy heart, through all eternity.

John White Chadwick.
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