TODD'S TAVERN IN 1884, (SEE MAP, PAGE 288.)

FROM THE WILDERNESS TO COLD HARBOR.

N the 2d of May, 1864, a
group of officers stood at
the Confederate signal sta-
tion on Clark’s Mountain,
Virginia, south of the Rap-
idan,and examined closely
through their field glasses
the position of the Fed-

eral army then lying north of the river in Cul-

peper county. The central figure of the group
was the commander of the Army of North-
ern Virginia, who had requested his corps
and division commanders to meet him there.

Though some demonstrations had been made

in the direction of the upper fords, General

Lee expressed the opinion that the Federal

army would cross the river at Germanna or

Ely’s. Thirty-six hours later General Meade’s
army, General Grant, now commander-in-
chief, being with it, commenced its march to
the crossings indicated by General Lee.

The Army of the Potomac, which had now
commenced its march towards Richmond,
was more powerful in numbers than at any
previous period of the war. It consisted of
three corps: the Second (Hancock’s), the
Fifth (Warren’s), and the Sixth (Sedgwick’s);
but the Ninth (Burnside’s) acted with Meade
throughout the campaign. It was thoroughly
equipped, and provided with
every appliance of modern
warfare. On the other hand,
the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia had gained little in
numbers during the winter
just passed and had never
been so scantily supplied
with food and clothing. The
equipment as to arms was
well enough for men who
knew how to use them, but
commissaryand quartermas-
ter’s supplies were lament-
ably deficient. A new pair
of shoes or an overcoat was
a luxury, and full rations
would have astonished the
stomachs of Lee’s ragged
Confederates. But they took
their privations cheerfully,
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THE WILDERNESS TAVERN IN 1884.

and complaints were seldom heard. I recall
an instance of one hardy fellow whose trou-
sers were literally ““worn to a frazzle,” and would
no longer adhere to his legs even by dint of
the most persistent patching. Unable to buy,
beg, or borrow another pair, he wore instead
a pair of thin cotton drawers. By nursing these
carefully he managed to get through the win-
ter. Before the campaign opened in the spring,
the quartermaster received a small lot of cloth-
ing, and he was the first man of his regiment
to be supplied.

I have often heard expressions of surprise
that these ragged, barefooted, half-starved
men would fight at all. But the very fact that
they remained with their colors through such
privations and hardships was sufficient to
prove that they would be dangerous foes to
encounter upon the line of battle. The morale
of the army at this time was excellent, and it
moved forward confidently to the grim death-
grapple in the wilderness of Spotsylvania with
its old enemy, the Army of the Potomac.

General Lee’s headquarters were at Orange
Court House; of his three corps, Longstreet’s
was at Gordonsville,
Ewell's was on the
Rapidan, above Mine
Run, and Hill's on his

(SEE MAP, PAGE 279.)
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left, higher up the stream. When the Federal
army was known to be in motion, General Lee
prepared to move upon its flank with his whole
force, as soon as it should clear the river and
begin its march southward. The route selected

FROM THE WILDERNESS 70 COLD HARBOR.

across the turnpike, and communicated his
position to General Lee, who was on the Plank
road with Hill's column. He was instructed
to regulate his movements by the head of
Hill’s column, whose progress he could tell by

THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC CROSSING THE RAPIDAN AT GERMANNA FORD, MAY 4TH, 1864.
(BY EDWIN FORBES, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

by General Grant led entirely around the right
of Lee's position on the river above. His
passage of the Rapidan was unopposed, and
he struck boldly out on the direct road to
Richmond. Two roads lead from Orange
Court House down the Rapidan towards
Fredericksburg. They follow the general di-
rection of the river, and are almost parallel
to each other, the “ Old turnpike ” nearest
the river, and the * Plank road” a short dis-
tance south of it. The route of the Federal
army lay directly acrossthese two roads,along
the western borders of the famous Wilderness,

About noon on the 4th of May Ewell's corps
was put in motion on the Orange turnpike,
while A. P. Hill, with two divisions, moved
parallel with him on the Orange Plank road.
The two divisions of Longstreet's corps, en-
camped near Gordonsville, were ordered to
moverapidly across the country and follow Hill
on the Plank road. Ewell’s corps was the first
to find itself in the presence of the enemy. As
it advanced along the turnpike on the morn-
ing of the zth, the Federal column was seen
crossing it from the direction of Germanna
Ford. Ewell promptly formed line of battle

the firing in its front, and not to bring on a
general engagement until Longstreet should
come up. The position of Ewell's troops, so
near the flank of the Federal line of march,
was anything but favorable to a preservation
of the peace, and a collision soon occurred
which opened the campaign in earnest.

BATTLES IN THE WILDERNESS,

GENERAL WARREN, whose corps was passing
when Ewell came up, halted, and turning to the
right made a vigorous attack upon Edward
Johnson’s division, posted across the turnpike.
J. M. Jones's brigade, which held the road, was
driven back in confusion. Steuart’s brigade
was pushed forward to take its place. Rodes’s
division was thrown in on Johnson’s right,
south of the road, and the line, thus reéstab-
lished, moved forward, reversed the tide of bat-
tle, and rolled back the Federal attack. The
fighting was severe and bloody while it lasted.
The lines were in such proximity at one
point in the woods that when the Federal troops
gave way, the 146th New York regiment threw
down its arms and surrendered in a body.
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Ewell’s entire corps was now up,— Johnson’s
division holding the turnpike, Rodes’s divis-
ion on the right of it, and Early’s in reserve.
So far Ewell had only been engaged with War-
ren’s corps, but Sedgwick’s soon came up from
theriverandjoined Warren on hisright. Early’s
division was sent to meet it. The battle ex-
tended in that direction, with steady and de-
termined attacks upon Early’s front, until

FROM THE WILDERNESS 70 COLD HARBOR.

cution of his plan to swing past the Confed-
crate army and place himself between it and
Richmond, offered the expected opportunity
of striking a blow upon his flank while his
troops were stretched out on the line of march.
The wish for such an opportunity was doubt-
less in a measure “father to the thought”
expressed by General Lee three days before,
at the signal station on Clark’s Mountain.

DISTRIBUTING AMMUNITION UNDER FIRE TO WARREN'S FIFTH CORPS, MAY GTH.
(BY A. R. WAUD, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

nightfall. The Confederates still clung to their
hold on the Federal flank against every effort
to dislodge them.

When Warren’s corps encountered the head
of Ewell’s column on the 5th of May, General
Meade is reported to have said: ¢ They have
left a division to fool us here, while they con-
centrate and prepare a position on the North
Anna.” If the stubborn resistance to Warren’s
attack did not at once convince him of his
mistake, the firing which announced the ap-
proach of Hill's corps along the Plank road,
very soon afterwards, must have opened his
eyes to the bold strategy of the Confederate
commander. General Lee had deliberately
chosen this as his battle-ground. He knew
this tangled wilderness well, and appreciated
fully the advantages such a field afforded for
concealing his great inferiority of force and for
neutralizing the superior strength of his antag-
onist. General Grant’s bold movement across
the lower fords into the Wilderness, in the exe-

Soon after Ewell became engaged on the
0ld turnpike, A. P. Hill’s advance struck the
Federal outposts on the Plank road at Parker’s
store, on the outskirts of the Wilderness. These
were driven in and followed up to their line
of battle, which was so posted as to cover the
junction of the Plank road with the Stevens-
burg and Brock roads, on which the Federal
army was moving toward Spotsylvania. The
fight began between Getty’s division of the
Sixth Corps and Heth’s division, which was
leading A. P. Hill's column. Hancock’s corps,
which was already on the march for Spotsyl-
vania by way of Chancellorsville. was at once
recalled, and at 4 o’clock in the afternoon was
ordered to drive Hill “out of the Wilderness.”
Wilcox's division was thrown in to Heth’s
support, and Poague’s battalion of artillery
took position in a little clearing on the north
side of the Plank road, in rear of the Confed-
erate infantry. But there was little use for
artillery on such a field. After the battle was
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SECOND DAY OF THE WILDERNESS, MAY 6TH — LOOKING FROM THE

AND WARREN, TOWARD PARKER'S S5TORE,

fairly joined in the thickets in front, its fire
might do as much damage to friend as to foe;
so it was silent. ITtwas a desperate struggle
between the infantry of the two armies, on a
field whose physical aspects were as grim and
forbidding as the struggle itself. It was a bat-
tle of brigades and regiments rather than of
corps and divisions. Officers could not see
the whole length of their commands,and could
only tell whether the troops on their right and

LACY HOUSE, HEADQUARTERS OF GRANT, MEADE,

(BY EDWIN FORBES, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

left were driving or being driven by the sound
of the firing. It was a fight at close quarters
too, for as night came on, in those tangled
thickets of stunted pine, sweet-gum, scrub-oak,
and cedar the approach of the opposing lines
could only be discerned by the noise of their
passage through the underbrush or the flashing
of their guns. The usually silent Wilderness
had suddenly become alive. The angry flash-
ing of the musketry and its heavy roar, mingled

TAPTURE ON THE AFTERNOON OF MAY 6TH, BY THE CONFEDERATES, OF A PART OF THE BURNING UNION BREASTWORKS

ON THE BROCK ROAD.

(BY A, R. WAUD, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)
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VIEW FROM NEAR THE WILDERNESS TAVERN, LOOKING TOWARD THE BATTLE-FIELD—2 F. M., MAY 7TH.
(BY EDWIN FORBES, FROM HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.}

with the yells of the combatants as they
swayed to and fro in the gloomy thickets,
realized to the full the poetic battle-picture of
“ Beal an Duine ”—

“ As all the fiends from heaven that fell
Had raised the banner cry of hell.”

Deathwasbusy,and hereaped more laurels than
either Lee or Grant. General Alexander Hays,
of Hancock’s corps, was among the killed.

When the battle closed at 8 o'clock, Gen-
eral Lee sent an order to Longstreet to
make a night march, so as to arrive upon
the field at daylight the next morning. The
latter moved at 1 A. M. of the Gth, but it was
daylight when he reached the Plank road
at Parker’s store, three miles in rear of Hill’s
battle-field. During the night the movements
of troops and preparations for battle could be
heard on the Federal line, in front of Heth’s
and Wilcox’s divisions, who had so far sus-
tained themselves against every attack by six
divisions under General Hancock. But they
were thoroughly worn out. Their lines were
ragged and irregular, with wide intervals, and
in some places fronting in different directions.
Expecting to be relieved during the night, no
effort was made to re-arrange and strengthen
them to meet the storm that was brewing.

As soon as it was light enough to see what
little could be seen in that dark forest, Han-

cock’s troops swept forward to the attack.
The blow fell with greatest force upon Wil-
cox’s troops south of the Orange Plank road.
They made what front they could and renewed
the fight, until the attacking column overlap-
ping the right wing, it gave way, and the whole
line ¢ rolled up ” from theright and retired in
disorder along the Plank road as far as the
position of Poague’sartillery,whichnowopened
upon the attacking force. The Federalspressed
their advantage and were soon abreast of the

BRIGADIER-GENERAL MICAH JENKINS, C. 5 A., KILLED MAY
6TH, 1864. (FROM A TINTYPE.}
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artillery on the opposite side, their
bullets flying across the road among
the guns where General Lee himself
stood. For a while matters looked
very serious for the Confederates.
General Lee, after sending a mes-
senger to hasten the march of Long-
street’s troops and another to prepare
the trains for a movement to the
rear, was assisting in rallying the
disordered troops and directing the
fire of the artillery, when the head
of Longstreet's corps appeared in
double column, swinging down the
Orange Plank road at a trot. In per-
fect order, ranks well closed, and no
stragglers, those splendid troops
came on, regardless of the confusion
on every side, pushing their steady
way onward like “a river in the
sea” of confused and troubled human
waves around them. Kershaw’s di-
vision took the right of the road, and,
coming into line under a heavy fire,
moved obliquely to the right (south)
to meet the Federal left, which had
“swung round” in that direction.
The Federals were checked in their
sweeping advance and thrown back
upon their front line of breastworks,
where they made a stubborn stand.
But Kershaw, urged on by Long-
street, charged with his whole com-
mand, swept his front, and captured the works.

Nearly at the same moment, Field’s divis-
lon took the left of the road, with Gregg’s
brigade in front, Benning’s behind it, Law’s
next,and Jenkins’s following. As the Texans
in the front line swept past the batteries where
General Lee was standing, they gave a rous-
ing cheer for “ Marse Robert,” who spurred
his horse forward and followed them in the
charge. When the men became aware that
he was “ going in” with them, they called
loudly to him to go back. “ We won’t go on
unless you go back ” was the general cry. One
of the men dropped to the rear, and taking
the bridle turned his horse around, while
General Gregg came up and urged him to do
as the men wished. At that moment a mem-
ber of his staff (Colonel Venable) directed his
attention to General Longstreet, whom he had
been looking for, and who was sitting on his
horse near the Orange Plank road. With evi-
dent disappointment, he turned off and joined
General Longstreet.

The ground over which Field’s troops were
advancing was open for a short distance, and
fringed on its farther edge with scattered pines
beyond which the dense Wilderness growth
began. The Federal troops had entered the

6tH, 1864, DIED MAY 8TH.
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL JAMES 5. WADSWORTH, MORTALLY WOUNDED MAY

(FROM A PHOTOGRAPH BY BRADY.)

pines and were advancing with apparently
resistless force, when Gregg’s eight hundred
Texans, regardless of numbers, flanks, or sup-
ports, dashed directly upon them. There wasa
terrific crash mingled with wild yells, which set-
tled down into a steady roar of musketry. In
less than ten minutes one-half of that devoted
eight hundred were lying upon the field dead or
wounded; but they had delivered a staggering
blow and broken the force of the Federal ad-
vance. Benning’s and Law’s brigades came
promptly to their support, and the whole swept
forward together. The tide was flowing the other
way now. It ebbed and flowed many times
that day, strewing the Wilderness with human
wrecks. Law’s brigade captured a line of log
breastworks in its front, but had held them
only a few moments when their former owners
came back to claim them. They were rudely re-
ceived and driven back to a second line several
hundred yards beyond, which was also taken.
This advanced position was attacked in front
and on the right from across the Orange Plank
road, and Law’s Alabamians “advanced back-
wards” without standing on the order of their
going, until they reached the first line of logs,
now in their rear. As their friends in blue still
insisted on claiming their property and were ad-
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vancing to take it, they were met by a counter
charge and again driven beyond the second
line. This was held against a determined at-
tack in which the Federal General Wadsworth
was shot from his horse as he rode up close to
the right of the line on the Plank road. The
position again becoming untenable by reason
of the movements of Federal troops on their
right, they retired a second time to the works
they had first captured. And so, for more than
two hours, the storm of battle swept to and
fro, in some places passing several times over
the same ground, and settling down at length
almost where it had begun the day before.
About 10 o’clock it was ascertained that the
Federal left flank rested only a short distance
south of the Orange Plank road, which offered
a favorable opportunity for a turning move-
ment in that quarter. General Longstreet at
once moved Mahone’s, Wofford’s, Anderson’s,
and Davis’s brigades, the whole under General
Mahone, around this end of the Federal line.
Forming atright angles to it, they attacked in
flank and rear, while a general advance was
made in front. So far the fight had been one
ofanvil and hammer. Ringing blows had been
given andreceived, and both sides were bruised
and bleeding from their effects. But this first
display of the tactics of battle at once changed
the face of the fiecld. The Federal left wing

FROM THE WILDERNESS 70 COLD HARBOR.

(BY A. R. WAUD, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

was rolled up in confusion towards the Plank
roadand then back upon the Brock road, which
was its chief outlet towards Spotsylvania.

This partial victory had been a compara-
tively easy one. The signs of demoralization
and éven panic among the troops of Hancock’s
left wing, who had been hurled back by Ma-
hone’s flank attack, were too plain to be mis-
taken by the Confederates, who believed that
Chancellorsville was about to be repeated.
General Longstreet rode forwardand prepared
to press his advantage. Jenkins’s fresh brigade
was moved forward on the Plank road to re-
new the attack, supported by Kershaw’s divis-
ion while the flanking column should come
into position onits right. The latter were now
in line south of the road and almost parallel to
it. Longstreet and Kershaw rode with General
Jenkins at the head of his brigade as it pressed
forward, when suddenly the quiet which had
reigned for some moments was broken by a
few scattering shots on the north of the road,
which were answered by a volley from Ma-
hone’s line on the south side. The firing in
their front,and the appearance of troops on the
road whom they failed to recognize as friends
through the intervening timber, had drawn a
single volley, which lost to them all the fruits
of the splendid work they had just done. Gen-
eral Jenkins was killed and Longstreet seri-
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ously wounded by our own men. The troops
who were following them faced quickly towards
the firing and were about to return it; but
when General Kershaw called out, “ They are
friends!” every musket was lowered, and the
men dropped upon the ground to avoid the fire.

The head of the attack had fallen, and for a
time the movements of the Confederates were
paralyzed. The hand of fate seemed to be in it.
The same thing had happened to Stonewall
Jackson, in this same Wilderness, just one year
before. General Lee came forward and di-
rected in person the disposition of the troops
for a renewal of the attack, but the change of
commanders rendered necessary by the fall of
Longstreet, and the resumption of the thread of
operations that had fallen from his hands, oc-
casioned a delay of several hours, and then
the tide which ¢ taken at the flood leads on to
fortune” had ebbed, and the Confederates
only received hard knocks instead of a brill-
iant victory. When at 4 o’clock an attack was
made upon the Federal line along the Brock
road, it was found strongly fortified and stub-
bornly defended. The log breastworks had
taken fire during the battle, and at one point
separated the combatants by a wall of fire and
smoke whichneither could pass. Part of Field’s
division captured the works in their front, but
were forced to relinquish them for want of
support. Meanwhile Burnside’s corps, which
had reénforced Hancock during the day, made
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a vigorous attack on the north of the Orange
Plank road. Law’s (Alabama) and Perry’s
(Florida) brigades were being forced back,
when, Heth’s division coming to their assist-
ance, they assumed the offensive, driving Burn-
side’stroopsbeyond the extensive line of breast-
works constructed previous to their advance.

The battles fought by Ewell on the Old turn-
pike and by A. P. Hill on the Plank road, on
the 5th of May, were entirely distinct, no con-
nected line existing between them. Connection
was established with Ewell’s right by Wilcox’s
division, after it had been relieved by Long-
street’s troops on the morning of the 6th.
While the battle was in progress on the Orange
Plank road, on the 6th, an unsuccessful attempt
was made to turn Ewell’s left next the river,
and heavy assaults were made upon the line of
Early’s division. So persistent were these at-
tacks on the front of Pegram’s brigade, that
other troops were brought up in rear to its
support, but when the offer was made to re-
lieve it, the men rejected the offer and said they
needed no assistance.

Late in the day General Ewell ordered a
movement against the Federal right wing, sim-
ilar to that by which Longstreet had * dou-
bled up ” Hancock’s left in the morning. Two
brigades, under General John B. Gordon,
moved out of their works at sunset,and lapping
the right of Sedgwick’s corps made a sudden
and determined attack upon it. Taken by sur-

BREASTWORKS OF HANCOCK'S CORPS ON THE
(BY EDWIN FORBES,

XXXIV.—40.
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BROCK ROAD — MORNING OF MAY FTH.

AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)
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OUT OF THE WILDERNESS, SUNDAY MORXNING, MAY 8TH—THE MARCH TO SPOTSYLVANIA.
(BY EDWIN FORBES, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

prise, the Federals were driven from a large
portion of their works with the loss of six hun-
dred prisoners,—among them Generals Sey-
mour and Shaler, Night closed the contest,
and with it the battle of the Wilderness.

WHEN Lee’s army had appeared on theflank
of the Federal line of march on the 5th of May,
General Grant at once had faced it and en-
deavored to push it out of the way. His strong-
est efforts had been directed to forcing back
the Confederate advance on the Orange Plank
road, which, if successful, would have enabled
him to complete his plan of “swinging past”
that army and placing himself between it and
Richmond. On the other hand, Lee’s princi-
pal effort had been to strike the head of Grant’s
column a crushing blow where it crossed the
Plank road, which would force it from its route
and throw it in confusion back into the Wil-
derness. Both had failed. What advantages
had been gained by the two days’ fighting re-
mained with the Confederates. They held a
position nearer the Federal line of march than
when the battle began, and had inflicted losses
incomparably heavier than they had them-
selves sustained. Both sides were now strongly
intrenched, and neither could well afford to at-
tack. And so the 7th of May was spent in skir-
mishing, each waiting to see what the other
would do. That night the race for Spotsyl-

vania began. General Lee had been informed
by “Jeb” Stuart of the movement of the Fed-
eral trains southward during the afternoon.
After dark the noise of moving columns along
the Brock road could be heard, and it was at
once responded to by a similar movement on
the part of Lee. The armies moved in paral-
lel columns separated only by a short interval.
Longstreet’s corps (now commanded by R.
H. Anderson) marched all night and arrived at
Spotsylvania at 8 o’clock on the morning of the
8th, where the ball was already in motion. Stuart
had thrown his cavalry across the Brock road
to check the Federal advance, and as the Fed-
eral cavalry had failed to dislodge him, War-
ren’s corps had been pushed forward to clear
the way. Kershaw’s, Humphreys’, and Law’s
brigades were at once sent to Stuart’s assist-
ance. The head of Warren’s column was forced
back and immediately commenced intrenching.
Spotsylvania Court House was found occupied
by Federal cavalry and artillery, which retired
without a fight. The Confederates had won
the race.

BATTLES OF SPOTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE.

THE troops on both sides were now rapidly
arriving.  Sedgwick’s corps joined Warren’s,
and in the afternoon was thrown heavily
against Anderson’s right wing, which, assisted
by the timely arrival of Ewell’s corps, repulsed
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the attack with great slaughter. Hill's corps
(now under General Early) did not arrive un-
til the next morning, May gth. General Lee's
line now covered Spotsylvania Court House,
with its left (Longstreet’s corps) resting on the
Po River, a small stream which flows on the
south-west — Ewell’s corps in the center, north
of the Court House, and Hill’s on the right,
crossing the Fredericksburg road. These posi-
tions were generally maintained during the
battles that followed, though brigades and di-
visions were often detached from their proper
commands and sent to other parts of the field
to meet pressing emergencies,

No engagement of importance took place
on the gth, which was spent in intrenching
the lines and preparing places of refuge from
the impending storm. But the roth was “a
field day.” Early in the morning it was found
that Hancock’s corps had crossed the Poabove
the point where the Confederate left rested,
had reached the Shady Grove road, and was
threatening our rear,as well as the trains which
were in that direction on the Old Court House
road leading to Louisa Court House. General
Early was ordered from the right with Mahone's
and Heth’s divisions, and, moving rapidly to the
threatened quarter, attacked Hancock’s rear
division as it was about to recross the Po—
driving it with severe loss, through the burn-
ing woods in its rear, back across the river.

Meanwhile General Grant was not idle else-
where. He had
commenced his
efforts to break
through the lines
confronting him.
The first assault
was made upon
Field’s division of
Longstreet’scorps
and met with
a complete and
bloody repulse.
Again at 30’clock
in the afternoon,
the blue columns
pressed forward

Y

11

T ————

287

to equalize matters somewhat before they
reached the works, they might become untena-
ble against such heavy and determined attacks.
Alull of several hours succeeded the failure
of the second attack, but it was only a breath-
ing spell preparatory to the culminating effort
of the day. Near sunset our skirmishers were
driven in and the heavy, dark lines of attack
came into view one after another, first in quick
time, then in a trot, and then with a rush to-
wards the works. The front lines dissolved be-
fore the pitiless storm that met them, but those
in rear pressed forward, and over their dead
and dying comrades reached that portion of
the works held by the Texas brigade. These
gallant fellows, now reduced to a mere hand-
ful by their losses in the Wilderness, stood
manfully to their work. Their line was bent
backward by the pressure, but they continued
the fight in rear of the works with bayonets
and clubbed muskets. Fortunately for them,
Anderson’s brigade had cleared its own front,
and a portion of it turned upon the flank of
their assailants, who were driven out, leaving
many dead and wounded inside the works.
While this attack was in progress on Field’s
line, another, quite as determined, was made
farther to the right, in front of Rodes’s division
of Ewell’s corps. Doles’s brigade was broken
and swept out of its works with the loss of three
hundred prisoners. But as the attacking force
poured through the gap thus made, Daniel’s
brigade on one side and
Steuart’s on the other
drew back from their
lines and fell upon its
flanks, while Battle’s and
Johnston’s brigades were
hurried up from the left
and thrown across its
front. Assailed on three
sides at once, the Feder-
als were forced back to

to the attack, and SPOTSVLVANIA COURT HOUSE.

were sent back

torn and bleeding, leaving the ground covered
with their dead and wounded. Anticipating a
renewal of theassaults, many of our men went out
in front of their breastworks, and, gathering up the
muskets and cartridge-boxes of the dead and
wounded, brought them in and distributed them
along the line. If they did not have repeat-
ing-rifles, they had a very good substitute — sey-
eral loaded ones to each man. They had no
reserves, and knew that if they could not suffi-
ciently reduce the number of their assailants

SPOTSVLVANIA TAVERN, NEAR THE COURT HOUSE.
(BOTH FROM WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPHS,)
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the works, and over them, whereupon they
broke in disorderly retreat to their own lines,
The next day was rainy and disagreeable,
and no serious fighting took place. There were
movements, however, along the Federal lines
during the day which indicated a withdrawal
from the front of Longstreet’s corps. Late in
the afternoon, under the impression that Gen-
eral Grant had actually begun another flanking
movement, General Lee ordered that all the
artillery on the left and center, which was
“difficult of access,” should be withdrawn from
the lines, and that everything should be in
readiness to move during the night if necessary.
Under this order,
General Long, Ew. A
ell's chief of artil- | 3 ’
lery, removed all
but two Dbatteries
from the line of
General  Edward
Johnson’s division,
for the reason
given, that they
were “ difficult of
access.” Johnson’s
division held an el-
evated point some-
what advanced
from the general
line, and known as
“the salient” [or
“ Bloody Angle”;
seemap],thebreast-
works there making
a considerable an-
gle, with its point
towards the enemy.
This point had been
held because it was
a good position for
artillery, and if oc-
cupied by the ene-
my would com-
mand portions of
our line. Such pro-
jections on a de-
fensive line are
always dangerous
if held by infantry
alone, as an attack
upon the point of
the angle can only
be met by a diverg-

ing fire; or if attacked on either face, the troops hold-
unless protected by works in rear
(as were some of the Confederates), are more exposed
attacked. But with sufficient
as to sweep the sides of the angle,
may be very strong. To provide against
contingencies, a second line had been laid off and partly

ing the other face,

than those on the side
artillery, so posted
such a position

VIEWS OF CONFEDERATE INTRENCH-
MENTS AT SPOTSYLVANIA.
(FROM WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPHS, )
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constructed a short distance in rear, so as to
cut off this salient.

After the artillery had been withdrawn on
the night of the r1th, General Johnson dis-
covered that the enemy was concentrating in
his front, and, convinced that he would be at-
tacked in the morning, requested the imme-
diate return of the artillery that had been
taken away. The men in the trenches were
kept on the alert all night and were ready for
the attack, when at dawn on the morning of
the rzth a dense column emerged from the
pines half a mile in front of the salient and
rushed to the attack. They came on, to use
General Johnson’s words, “in
great disorder, with a narrow front,
but extending back as far as I
could see.” Page’s battalion of
artillery, which had only been or-
dered Dback to the trenches at 4
o’clock in the morning, were just
arriving and were not in position
to fire upon the attacking column,
which offered so fair a mark for
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FROM THE WILDERNESS

70 COLD HARBOR.

THE UNION POSITION AT SPOTSVLVANIA, MORNING

OF MAY I0TH, AS SEEN FROM THE REAR OF IIﬂNCOCK.S LINES.

(BY EDWIN FORBES, FROM HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME. )

artillery. The guns came only in time to be
captured. The infantry in the salient fought
as long as fighting was of any use; but de-
prived of the assistance of the artillery, which
constituted the chief strength of the position,
they could do little to check the onward rush
of the Federal column, which soon overran the
salient, capturing General Johnson himself,
20 pieces of artillery, and 2800 men — almost
his entire division. The whole thing happened
so quickly that the extent of the disaster could
not be realized at once. Hancock’s troops, who
made the assault, had recovered their formation,
and, extending their lines across the works on
Dboth sides of the salient, hadresumed their ad-
vance when Lane’s brigadeof Hill’scorps,which
was immediately on the right of the captured
works, rapidly drew
back to the unfinished
line in rear, and poured
a galling fire upon their
left wing,which checked
its advance and threw
it back with severe loss.
General Gordon, whose
division (Early’s) was
in reserve and under
orders to support any
part of the line about
the salient, hastened to
throw it in front of the
advancing Federal col-
umn. As the division
was about to charge,
General Lee rode up
and joined General:
Gordon, evidently in-
tending to go forward
with him. Gordon re-
monstrated, and the
men, seeing his inten-
tion, cried out, ¢ Gen-
eral Lee to the rear!”

UNION HOSPITAL AT ALSOF'S FARM-HOUSE,
SEDGWICK'S BODY WAS BROUGHT, MAY gTH.

which was taken up all along the line. One
of the men respectfully but firmly took hold of
the bridle and led his horse to the rear, and
the charge went on. The two moving lines
met in rear of the captured works, and after
a fierce struggle in the woods the Federals
were forced back to the base of the salient.
But Gordon’s division did not cover their
whole front. On the left of the salient, where
Rodes’s division had connected with Johnson’s,
the attack was still pressed with great deter-
mination. General Rodes drew out Ramseur’s
brigade from the left of his line (a portion of
Kershaw’s division taking its place), and sent
it to relieve the pressure on his right and re-
store the line between himself and Gordon.
Ramseur swept the trenches the whole length

NEAR THE BROCK ROAD, TO WHICH GENERAL
(FROM A WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPH. )



FROM THE WILDERNESS 70O COLD HARBOR.

of his brigade, but did not fill the gap, and his
right was exposed to a terrible fire from the
works still held by the enemy. Three brigades
from Hill’s corps were ordered up. Perrin’s,
which was the first to arrive, rushed forward
through a fearful fire and recovered a part of
the line on Gordon’s left. General Perrin fell
dead from his horse just as he reached the
works. General Daniel had been killed, and
Ramseur, though painfully wounded, remained

MCCOOL'S FARM-HOUSE, WITHIN THE * BLOODY ANGLE."

in the trenches with his men, Rodes’s right
being still hard pressed, Harris's (Mississippi)
and McGowan’s (South Carolina) brigades
were ordered forward and rushed through the
blinding storm into the works on Ramseur’s
right. The Federals still held the greater part
of the salient, and though the Confederates
were unable to drive them out, they could get
no farther. Hancock’s corps, which had made
the attack, had been reénforced by Upton’s
division of the Sixth Corps and one-half of
Warren’s corps, as the battle progressed.
Artillery had been brought up on both sides,
the Confederates using every piece that could
be made available upon the salient. Before
10 oclock General Lee had put in every
man that could be spared for the restora-
tion of his broken center. It then became a
matter of endurance with the men themselves.
All day long and until far into the night the
battle raged with unceasing fury, in the space
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covered by the salient and the adjacent works.
Every attempt to advance on either side was
met and repelled from the other. The hostile
battle-flags waved over different portions of the
same works while the men fought like fiends
for their possession. It was war to the knife
and the knife to the hilt.” The very mouth of
hell seemed to have opened, and death was
rioting in its sulphurous fumes.

During the day diversions were made on both

M-COOL'S IN 1834,

(FROM A WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPH.)

sides, to relieve the pressure in the center. An
attack upon Anderson’s (Longstreet’s) corps by
Wright's Sixth Corps (Sedgwick having been
killed on the gth) was severely repulsed, while,
on the other side of the salient, General Early,
who was moving with a part of Hill's corps to
strike the flank of the Federal force engaged
there, met and defeated Burnside’s corps, which
was advancing at the same time to attack his
own (Early’s) works.

WLk the battle was raging at the salient,
a portion of Gordon’s division was busily en-
gaged in constructing a new and shorter line
of intrenchments in rear of the old one, to
which Ewell’s corps retired before daylight on
the 13th. The five days of comparative rest
that followed the terrible battle of the T2th
were never more welcome than to our wea-
ried men, who had been marching and fighting
almost without intermission since the 4th of



292

May, Their comfort was materially enhanced,
too, by the supply of coffee, sugar, and other
luxuries to which they had long been stran-
gers, obtained from the haversacks of the en-
emy who had been killed in their front, or in
the Federal lines when they were abandoned.
It was astonishing into what close places a
hungry Confederate would go to get some-
thing to eat. Men would sometimes go out
under a severe fire, in the hope of finding a
full haversack. It may seem a small matter to
the readers of war history ; but to the makers
ofitwho were in the trenches, or on the march,
or engaged in battle night and day for weeks
without intermission, the supply of the one ar-
ticle of coffee, furnished by the Army of the
Potomac to the Army of Northern Virginia,
as not a small matter, but did as much as
any other material agency to sustain the spir-
its and bodily energies of the men, in a cam-
paign which taxed both to their utmost limit.
Old haversacks gave place to better ones,
and tin cups now dangled from the accouter-

FROM THE WILDERNESS 70 COLD

HARBOR.

NORTH ANNA.

From surveys under the direction of Bt Brig.-Gen
M. Michler, Maj of Engineers.

1867

Unlon works are marked - =1
Confedernte works are marked - - &

ECALE OF ONE MILE.
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ments of the Confederates, who at every rest
on the march or interval of quiet on the lines
could be seen gathered around small fires, pre-
paring the coveted beverage.

In the interval from the 12th to the 18th,
our army was gradually moving east to meet
corresponding movements on the other side.
Longstreet’s corps was shifted from the left
to the extreme right, beyond the Fredericks-
burg road. Ewell’s corps still held the works
in rear of the famous salient, when on the
morning of the 18th a last effort was made
to force the lines of Spotsylvania at the only
point where previous efforts had met with
even partial success. This was destined to
a more signal failure than any of the others.
Under the fire of thirty pieces of artillery, which
swept all the approaches to Ewell’s line, the
attacking force was broken and driven back
in disorder before it came well within reach
of the muskets of the infantry. After the fail-
ure of this attack, the “sidling” movement, as
the men expressed it, again began, and on the
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UNION ENGINEER CORPS PREPARING THE ROAD ASCENDING FROM THE PONTOON BRIDGE AT JERICHO MILLS.
(FROM A WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPH.)

afternoon of the rgth Ewell’s corps was thrown
round the Federal left wing to ascertain the
extent of this movement. After a severe en-
gagement, which lasted until night, Ewell with-
drew, having lost about nine hundred men in
the action. This seemed a heavy price to pay
for information that might have been otherwise
obtained, but the enemy had suffered more se-
verely, and General Grant was delayed in his

CONFEDERATE TRENCHES AT CHESTERFIELD BRIDGE ON THE
NORTH ANNA, HALF A MILE ABOVE THE RAILROAD BRIDGE.
(SEE MAP, PREVIOUS PAGE.) FROM A WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPH.

Vor. XXXIV.—41.

turning movement for twenty-four hours, He,
however, got the start in the race for the North
Anna: Hancock’s corps, leading off on the
night of the 2oth, was followed rapidly by the
remainder of his army.

THE RACE FOR THE NORTH ANNA,

ON the morning of the 21st Ewell's corps
moved from the left to the right of our line,
and later on the same day it was pushed
southward on the Telegraph road, closely
followed by Longstreet’s corps.* A. P. Hill
brought up the rear that night, after a sharp
“brush ™ with the Sixth Corps, which was in
the act of retiring from its lines. Lee had the
inside track this time, as the Telegraph road on
which he moved was the direct route, while
Grant had to swing round on the arc of a
circle of which this was the chord. About noon
on the 22d the head of our column reached
the North Anna, and that night Lee’s army
lay on the south side of the river. We had
won the second heat and secured a good
night’s rest besides, when the Federal army
appeared on the other side in the forenoon
of the 23d.

* Swinton and others state that Tongstreet moved

on the night of the 2oth, followed by Ewell. This is
an error.—E. M, L.
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GENERAL GRANT AND STAFF AT BETHESDA CHURCH. (SEE MAP, PAGE wé) GENERAL GRANT IS SITTING WITH HIS

BACK TO THE SMALLER TREE.

Warren’s corps crossed the river that after-
noon without opposition at Jericho Ford, four
miles above the Chesterfield bridge on the
Telegraph road; but as it moved out from the
river it was met by Wilcox’s division of Hill’s
corps, and a severe but indecisive engagement
ensued, the lines confronting each other in-
trenching as usual. Meanwhile a small earth-
work, that had been built the vear before,
covering the approaches to the bridge on the
Telegraph road and now held by a small de-
tachment from Kershaw’s division, was at-
tacked and carried by troops of Hancock’s
corps, the Confederates retiring across the
river with the loss of a few prisoners.

(FROM A WAR-TIME PHOTODGRAPH.)

It did not seem to be General Lee’s pur-
pose to offer any serious resistance to Grant’s
passage of the river at the points selected.
His lines had been retired from it at both
these points, but touched it at Ox Ford, a
point intermediate between them. Hancock’s
corps, having secured the Chesterfield bridge,
crossed over on the morning of the 24th,
and, extending down the river, moved out
until it came upon Longstreet’s and Ewell’s
corps in position and ready for battle. The
Sixth Corps (General Wright) crossed at Jer-
icho Ford and joined Warren. The two wings
of Grant’s army were safely across the river,
but there was no connection between them.
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Lee had only thrown back his flanks and let
them in on either side, while he held the
river between; and when General Grant at-
tempted to throw his center, under Burnside,
across between the ford and the bridge, it
was very severely handled and failed to get
a foothold on the south side. A detach-
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Turning quickly, I caught a glimpse of some-
thing blue disappearing behind a pile of
earth that had been thrown out from the
railroad cut some distance in front. Taking
one of the muskets leaning against the works,
I waited for the reappearance of my friend in
blue, who had taken such an unfair advantage

THE PENNSYLVANIA

RESERVES RESISTING A CONFEDERATE ATTACK NEAR BETHESDA CHURCH, JUNE 2D.

(BY EDWIN FORBES, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

ment from Warren'’s corps was sent down
on the south side to help Burnside across,
but it was attacked by Mahone’s division, and
driven back with heavy loss, narrowly escap-
ing capture. General Grant found himself in
what may be called a military dilemma. He
had cut his army in two by running it upon
the point of a wedge. He could not break the
point, which rested upon the river, and the
attempt to force it out of place by striking
on its sides must of necessity be made without
much concert of action between the two wings
of his army, neither of which could reénforce
the other without crossing the river twice;
while his opponent could readily transfer his
troops as needed, from one wing to the other,
across the narrow space between them.

The next two days were consumed by Gen-
eral Grant in fruitless attempts to find a vulner-
able point in our lines. The skirmishers were
very active, often forcing their way close up to
our works. The line of my brigade crossed
the Richmond and Fredericksburg railroad.
It was an exposed point, and the men sta-
tioned there, after building their log breast-
work, leant their muskets against it and
moved out on one side, to avoid the constant
fire that was directed upon it. As I was pass-
ing that point on one occasion, the men
called to me, ““ Stoop!” At the same moment
I received a more forcible admonition from
the whiz of a minie-ball, close to my head.

of me, He soon appeared, rising cautiously
behind his earthwork, and we both fired at
the same moment, neither shot taking effect.
This time my friend didn’t ¢« hedge,” but com-
menced reloading rapidly, thinking, I suppose,
that I would have to do the same. But he
was mistaken ; for, taking up another musket,
I fired at once, with a result equally surpris-
ing to both of us, he probably at my being
abletoloadso quickly,and I athitting the mark.
He was found there wounded, shortly after-
ward, when my skirmishers were pushed for-
ward. It was my first and only duel, and jus-
tifiable, I think, under the circumstances.
Onthemorning of May 27th General Grant's
army had disappeared from our front. During
the night it had ¢ folded its tents like the Arab
and as quietly stolen away,” on its fourth
turning movement since the opening of the
campaign. The Army of the Potomac was al-
ready on its march for the Pamunkey River
at Hanovertown, where the leading corps
crossed on themorning ofthe 27th. Lee moved
at once to head off his adversary, whose ad-
vance column was now eight miles nearer Rich-
mond than he was. In the afternoon of the
28th, after one of the severest cavalry engage-
ments of the war, in which Hampton and
Fitz Lee opposed the advance of Sheridan at
Hawes's Shop, the infantry of both armies came
up and again confronted each other along the
Totopotomoy, a small creek flowing into the
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Michler, Maj. of Engineers, and B'v't Lieut.-Cal,
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Pamunkey from the south. Here the Confed-
erate position was found too strong to be at-
tacked in front with any prospect of success,
and again the “sidling” movements began —
this time towards Cold Harbor,

BATTLE OF COLD HARBOR.

SHERIDAN’S cavalry had taken possession
of Cold Harbor on the 31st, and it had been
promptly followed up by two corps of infan-
try. Longstreet’sand a part of Hill's corps, with
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accomplished with small loss, and had the
effect of holding these two corps in his front
and preventing their codperation in the at-
tack at Cold Harbor, which had been ordered
for the next day.

Early in the morning of the 2d, I was or-
dered to move with my own and Anderson’s
brigades, of Field's division, * to reénforce the
lineon the right,” exercising my own discretion
as to the point where assistance was most
needed. After putting the troops in motion, I
rode along the line, making a personal inspec-

VIEW OF UNION

Hoke’s and Breckinridge’s divisions,* were
thrown across their front. The fighting began
on the Cold Harbor line, late in the afternoon
of the 1st of June, by a heavy attack upon
the divisions of Hoke and Kershaw. Cling-
man’s brigade on Hoke's left gave way, and
Wofford’s on Kershaw's right, being turned,
was also forced back; but the further progress
of the attack was checked and the line partly
restored before night. By the morning of the
2d of June, the opposing lines had settled down
close to each other, and everything promised
a repetition of the scenes at Spotsylvania,
Three corps of Grant’s army (General W.
F. Smith’s divisions Eighteenth Corps having
arrived from Drewry’s Bluff) now confronted
the Confederate right wing at Cold Harbor,
while the other two looked after Early’s
(Ewell’s) corps near Bethesda Church. In
the afternoon of June 2d, General Early, per-
ceiving a movement which indicated a with-
drawal of the Federal force in his front, attacked
Burnside’s corps while it was in motion, strik-
ing also the flank of Warren’s corps, and cap-
turing several hundred prisoners. This was

* Breckinridge came from the Valley and joined
Lee’s army at the North Anna, with about 2700 men.

BREASTWORKS ON THE COLD HARDOR LINE, JUNE IST.
(BY EDWIN FORBES, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

tion as I went. Pickett’s division, the first on
our right, held a strong position along the
skirt of a wood, with open fields in front, and
neededno strengthening. Theleft of Kershaw’s
division, which was the next in order, was
equally strong; but on calling at General
Kershaw’s quarters I was informed of the
particulars of the attack upon his own and
Hoke’s divisions the evening previous, and
requested by him to place my troops as a sup-
port to his right wing, which had been thrown
back by the attack. On examining the line
I found it bent sharply back at almost a right
angle, the point of which rested upon a body
of heavy woods. The works were in open
ground and very unfavorably located to resist
an attack as well from their location as their
shape. The right face of the angle ran along
a slope, with a small marshy stream behind
and higher ground in front. The works had
evidently been built just where the troops
found themselves at the close of the fight the
evening previous.

Convinced that under such assaults as we
had sustained at Spotsylvania our line would

Hoke had just arrived from Petersburg. Pickett’s
division had also joined its corps at the North Anna.
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be broken at that point, I proposed to cut off
the angle by building a new line across its
base, which would throw the marshy ground
in our front and give us a clear sweep across
it with our fire from the slope on the other
side. This would not only strengthen but
shorten the line considerably, and I proposed
to General Kershaw to build and occupy it
with my two brigades that night.

Meanwhile the enemy was evidently con-
centrating in the woods in front, and every in-
dication pointed to an early attack. Nothing
could be done upon the contemplated line dur-
ing the day, and we waited anxiously the com-
ing of night. The day passed without an attack.
[ was as well satisfied that it would come at
dawn the next morning as if I had seen Gen-
eral Meade’s order directing it. That no mis-
take should be made in the location of the
works, I procured a hatchet, and accompanied
by two members of my staff, each with an arm-
ful of stakes, went out after dark, located the
line, and drove every stake
upon it. The troops were
formed on it at once, and
before morning the works
were finished. Artillery was
placed at both ends of the
new line, abreast of the in-
fantry. General Kershaw
then withdrew that portion
of his division which oc-
cupied the salient, the men
having leveled the works
as far as possible before
leaving them.

Our troops were under
arms and waiting, when
with the misty light of early
morning the scattering fire
of our pickets who noi
occupied the abandoned
works in the angle an-

FROM THE WILDERNESS 7O COLD HARBOR.

nounced the beginning of
the attack. As the assault-
ing column swept over the
old works a loud cheer was
given, and it rushed on into
the marshy ground in the
angle. Its front covered
little more than the line of
my own brigade of less than
a thousand men ; but line
followed line until the space
inclosed by the old salient
became a mass of writhing
humanity, upon which our
artillery and  musketry
played with cruel effect.
I had taken position on
the slope i rear of the
line and was carefully noting the firing of
the men, which soon became so heavy that
I feared they would exhaust the cartridges
in their boxes before the attack ceased. Send-
ing an order for a supply of ammunition to be
brought into the lines, I went down to the
trenches to regulate the firing. On my way
to them I met a man, belonging to the r5th
Alabama regiment of my brigade, running to
the rear through the storm of bullets that
swept the hill. He had left his hat behind
in his retreat, was crying like a big baby, and
was the bloodiest man 1 eversaw. * Oh, Gen-
eral,” he blubbered out, “1 am dead! I am
killed ! Look at this ! ” showing his wound. He
was a broad, fat-faced fellow, and a minie-
ball had passed through his cheek and the
fleshy part of his neck, letting a large amount
of blood. TFinding it was only a flesh-wound,
I told himto goon; he was not hurt. Helooked
at me doubtfully for a second as if questioning
my veracity or my surgical knowledge, I don’t

EXTREME RIGHT OF THE CONFEDERATE LINE, COLD HARBOR,
(FROM A WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPH.)
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know which; then, asifsatisfied with my diag-
nosis, he broke into a broad laugh, and, the
tears still running down his cheeks, trotted off,
the happiest man I saw that day.

On reaching the trenches, I found the men
in fine spirits, laughing and talking as they
fired. There, too, I could see more plainly the
terrible havoc made in the ranks of the assault-
ing column. I had seen the dreadful carnage
in front of Marye's Hill at Fredericksburg,
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skill during the attack on the 3d, reaching
not only the front of the attacking force, but
its flanks also, as well as those of the support-
ing troops.

While we were busy with the Eighteenth
Corps on the center of the general line, the
sounds of battle could be heard both on the
right and left, and we knew from long use
what that meant. It was a general advance
of Grant's whole army. Early’s corps below

BRASS COEHORNS ON THE UNION LINE, COLD HAREBOR.

and on the “old railroad cut” which Jackson’s
men held at the Second Manassas; but I had
seen nothing to exceed this. It was not war;
it was murder. When the fight ended, more
than a thousand men lay in front of our works
either killed or too badly wounded to leave
the field.* Among them were some who were
not hurt, but remained among the dead and
wounded rather than take the chances of go-
ing back under that merciless fire. Most of
these came in and surrendered during the day,
but were fired on in some instances by their
own men (who still held a position close in our
front) to prevent them from doing so. The loss
in my command was fifteen or twenty, most
of them wounded about the head and shoul-
ders, myself among the number. Our artillery
was handled superbly during the action. Ma-
jor Hamilton, chief of artillery of Kershaw's
division, not only codperated with energy in
strengthening our line on the night of June
2d, but directed the fire of his guns with great

# From the close range of the artillery and mus-
ketry, there must have been a much greater proportion
of these than usual. T estimated the whole loss of the
Eighteenth Corps, which made the attack, at between

(BY A. R, WAUD, AFTER HIS SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.)

Bethesda Church wasattacked without success.
On our right, where the line extended towards
the Chickahominy, it was broken at one point,
but at once restored by Finygan’s (Florida)
brigade, with heavy loss to Hancock’s troops
who were attacking there. Theresultof the ac-
tion in the center, which has been described,
presents a fair picture of the result along theen-
tire line,—a grand advance, a desperate strug-
gle, a bloody and crushing repulse. Before 8
o’clock A. . on the 3d of June the battle of
Cold Harbor was over, and with it Grant’s
“overland campaign ” against Richmond.
When General Grant was appointed to the
command of the Union armies and established
his headquarters with the Army of the Poto-
mac, we of the Army of Northern Virginia
knew very little about his character and capac-
ity as a commander. Even “old army” offi-
cers, who were supposed to know all about any
one who had ever been in the army before the
war, seemed to know as little as anybody else.

4000 and soc0.—I. M. L. [ The Official Records show
that the losses of that corps at Cold Harbor aggre-
gated 3019.—EDITOR. ]
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The opinion was pretty freely expressed, how-
ever, that his Western laurels would wither in
the climate of Virginia. His name was asso-
ciated with Shiloh, where it was believed that
he had been outgeneraled and badly beaten by
Albert Sidney Johnston, and saved by Buell.
The capture of Vicksburg ‘and the battle of
Chattanooga, which gave him a Dbrilliant
reputation at the North, were believed by the
Confederates to be due more to the weak-
ness of the forces opposed to him and the bad
generalship of their commanders than to any
great ability on his part. That he was bold and
aggressive, we all knew, but we believed that it
was the boldnessand aggressiveness that arises
from the consciousness of strength, as he had
generally managed to fight his battles with the
advantage of largely superior numbers. That
this policy of force would be pursued when he
took command in Virginia, we had no doubt;
but we were not prepared for the unparalleled
stubbornness and tenacity with which he per-
sisted in his attacks under the fearful losses
which his army sustained at the Wilderness
and at Spotsylvania. General Grant's method
of conducting the campaign was frequently dis-
cussed among the Confederates, and the uni-
versal verdict wasthat he was no strategist and
that he relied almost entirely upon the brute
force of numbers for success. Such a policy is
not characteristic of a high order of general-
ship, and seldom wins unless the odds are over-
whelmingly on the side of the assailant. It failed
in this instance, as shown by the result at Cold
Harbor, which necessitated an entire change
in the plan of campaign. What a part at least
of his own men thought about General Grant's
methods was shown by the fact that many of
the prisoners taken during the campaign com-
plained bitterly of the “ useless butchery” to
which they were subjected, some going so far
as to prophesy the destruction of their army.
¢ He fights!” was the pithy reply of President
Lincoln to a deputation of influential politi-
cians who urged his removal from the com-
mand of the army. These two words embody
perfectly the Confederate idea of General
Grant at that time. If, as the mediaeval chron-
iclers tell us, Charles Martel (the Hammer)
gained that title by a seven days’ continuous
battle with the Saracens at Tours, General
Grant certainly entitled himself to a like dis-
tinction by his thirty days’ campaign from the
Wilderness to Cold Harbor.

General Lee held so completely the admi-
ration and confidence of his men that his con-
duct of a campaign was rarely criticised. Few
points present themselves in his campaign from
the Wilderness to Cold Harbor upon which
criticism can lay hold, when all the circum-
stances are considered. His plan of striking
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the flank of Grant’s army as it passed through
the Wilderness is above criticism. Fault can
be found only with its execution. The two
divisions of Longstreet at Gordonsville, and
Anderson’s division of Hill’s corps left on the
Upper Rapidan, were too widely separated
from the rest of the army, and, as the event
proved, should have been in supporting dis-
tance of A. P. Hill on the Orange Plank road
on the afternoon of the sth of May. That he
did not strike Grant a damaging blow when
he had him at such disadvantage on the North
Anna may seem strange to those who had wit-
nessed his bold aggressiveness at the Wilder-
ness and on other fields. He was ill and con-
fined to his tent at the time; but, as showing
his purpose had he been able to keep the sad-
dle, he was heard to say, as he lay prostrated
by sickness, “ We must strike them a blow;
we must never let them pass us again.”* What-
ever General Lee did, his men thought it the
best that could bedoneunder thecircumstances.
Their feeling towards him is well illustrated by
the remark of a “ragged rebel” who took off
his hat to the general as he was passing and re-
ceived a like courteous salute in return: “God
bless Marse Robert! I wish he was emperor
of this country and I was his carriage-driver.”
The results of the “ overland campaign”
against Richmond, in 1864, cannot be gauged
simply by the fact that Grant’s army found
itself within a few miles of the Confederate
capital when it ended. It might have gotten
there in a much shorter time and without any
fightingatall. Indeed,one Federalarmy under
General Butler was already there, threatening
Richmond, which was considered by the Con-
federates much more secure after the arrival of
the armies of Lee and Grant than it had been
before. Norcan these results bemeasured only
by thelosses of the opposing armies on the
battlefield, except as they affected the morale
of the armies themselves ; for their losses were
about proportional to their relative strength.
So far as the Confederates were concerned, it
would be idle to deny that they (as well as Gen-
eral Lee himself) were disappointed at the re-
sult of their efforts in the Wilderness on the
gth and 6th of May, and that General Grant's
constant “hammering” with his largely su-
perior force had to a certain extent a depress-
ing effect upon both officers and men. “It's
no use killing these fellows; a half dozen
take the place of every one we kill,” was a
common remark in our army. We knew that
our resources of men were exhausted and that
the vastly greater resources of the Tederal
Government, if brought fully to bear, even in
this costly kind of warfare, must wear us out

# Statement of Colonel Venable of General Lee’s
staffi— E. M. L.
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in the end. The question with us (and one
often asked at the time) was, “ How long will
the people of the North, and the army itself,
stand it ?” We heard much about the demor-
alization of Grant’s army and of the mutter-
ings of discontent at home with the conduct
of the campaign, and we verily believed that
their patience would soon come to an end.
So far as the fighting qualities of our men
were concerned, they were little if at all im-
paired by the terrible strain that had been put
upon them. Had General Lee so ordered,
they would have attacked the Federal army,
after the battle of Cold Harbor, with the same
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though perhaps a more quiet courage than
they had displayed on entering the campaign
thirty days before. The Army of Northern
Virginia was so well seasoned and tempered
that, like the famous Toledo blade, it could be
bent back and doubled upon itself, and then
spring again into perfect shape.

It may justly be said of both armies that in
this terrible thirty days’ struggle their courage
and endurance were superb. Both met ¢ foe-
men worthy of their steel,” and battles were
fought such as could only have occurred be-
tween men of kindred race, and nowhere else
than in America.

E. M. Law.

HANCOCH'S CORPS ASSAULTING THE WORKS AT THE ''BLOODY ANGLE."
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BY THE HISTORIAN OF THE SIXTH CORPS.

ENERAL HANCOCK'S surprise and
capture of the larger portion of Edward
Johnson’s division, and the capture of the sali-
ent “at Spotsylvania Court House on the
12th of May, 1864, accomplished with the
Second Corps,” have been regarded as one of
the most brilliant feats of that brilliant soldier’s
career ; but without the substantial assistance
of General Wright, grand old John Sedgwick’s
worthy successor, and the Sixth Corps, a defeat
as bitter as his victory was sweet would have
been recorded against the hero of that day.
Vor, XXXIV.—42.

The storm which had set in early in the af-
ternoon of the 11th of May continued with
great severity, and but little rest was obtained
during the mght. Soon after dark, however, a
remarkable change in the weather took place,
and it became raw and disagreeable; the men
gathered in small groups about half-drowned
fires, with their tents stretched around their
shoulders, while some had hastily pitched the
canvas on the ground, and sought shelter
beneath the rumpled and dripping folds.
Others rolled themselves up, and lay close to



