THE

AS a duty to the liv-
ingand to the dead,
- I avail myself of
- the  opportunity
“here afforded to
perpetuate  testi-
: mony concerning
" e x~-- the strategy and
' grand tactics of
that wonderful
; campaign of Chat-
tanooga in which the battle of Chickamauga
was an inevitable incident. In the performance
of this peculiar duty, it is a relief to know that,
thanks to Congress and to Colonel R, N.
Scott, the publication of reports, correspond-
ence, orders, and dispatches relating to these
events will soon be made in a forthcoming
volume of the “Records of Union and Con-
federate Armies during the Rebellion,” which
will enable an interested public to verify the
accuracy of what I shall state.*

On October 3oth, 1862, at Bowling Green,
Kentucky, I assumed command of the troops
which had been under the able and consci-
entious Major-General D. C. Buell. They
consisted of the Fourteenth Army Corps and
such reénforcements as had joined it previous
to the battle of Perryville, Kentucky, which
drove the Confederates advancing under
Bragg, back into Tennessee. There were, in
all, 1o divisions of infantry, about 34 batteries
of artillery, and some 18 regiments of gallant
but untrained cavalry.

The Army of the Cumberland was molded
out of these by organizing the infantry and ar-
tillery into grand divisions: the right under
Major-General A. McD. McCook; the center
under Major-General George H. Thomas; and
the left under Major-General Thomas L. Crit-
tenden. The cavalry was under General D. S.
Stanley, an experienced chief. There was a
pioneer brigade, formed by details from the
infantry, under the chief engineer, and inspec-
tor general’s and topographical staffs for corps,
division, and brigade service, detailed from offi-
cersoftheline. Through interchanges, the mus-
kets of each brigade were reduced to a single
caliber; and battle-flags were prescribed to dis-
tinguish corps, divisions, and brigades on the
battle-field and march.

With this army, under instructions from
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¥ Colonel Robert N. Scott died on March sth of
neumonia, He had been ill only a week, In 1878
e was assigned to the duty of compiling the records
of the war, which he performed with signal ability and
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Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief, I
was to “ Go to East Tennessee, driving the
rebels out of Middle Tennessee.”

It was November. The autumn rains were
near at hand. East Tennessee was 150 miles
away, over the Cumberland Mountains. It
had been stripped of army supplies by the
Confederates. We had not wagons enough to
haul supplies to subsist our troops fifty miles
from their depots, as had just been demon-
strated in their pursuit of Bragg, after Perry-
ville. Hence our route to East Tennessee
must be by the Nashville and Chattanooga
Railroad, or within less than fifty miles right
or left of it. The shortest and best line lies
through that gap in the mountains where all the
drainage of East Tennessee breaks through
and flows westward from Chattanooga, forty
miles by river, into Middle Tennessee at
Bridgeport. [See map, page 133].

In the first week of November the Army
of the Cumberland, therefore, proceeded to
Nashville, and as soon as it was prepared to
do so, Dec. 26th, began its movement for
Chattanooga, distant 151 miles. Meanwhile,
the enemy under Bragg concentrated at Mur-
freesboro’, 32 miles from Nashville. The op-
posing armies met on the bloody field of
Stone’s River, December 3oth, and after a
contest of four days, in which twenty per
cent. of its brave officers and men were killed
and wounded, the Army of the Cumberland
took Murfreesboro’.

The Confederates retired to Duck River, 32
miles south, and established a formidable in-
trenched camp across the roads leading south-
ward at Shelbyville. Another intrenched camp
was constructed by Bragg 18 miles south of
Shelbyville at Tullahoma, where the McMinn-
ville branch intersects the main Nashville and
Chattanooga Railroad.

The winter rains made the country roads
impassable for large military operations. Our
adversary’s cavalry outnumbered ours nearly
three to one. It occupied the corn regions of
Duck and Elk rivers. Ours had to live in
regions exhausted of supplies, to watch and
guard the line of the railroad which supplied
us — 32 miles to Nashville, and the Louisville
and Nashville Railway for 185 miles farther
northward to Louisville. We lost many of
our animals for want of long forage. Mean-

impartiality. His loss will be keenly felt by students
of war history who, like ourselves, have had the bene-
fit of his scholarly counsel and unfailing courtesy.—
EDITOR.



130

while we hardened our cavalry, drilled our
infantry, fortified Nashville and Murfreesboro’
for secondary depots, and arranged our plans
for the coming campaign upon the opening
of the roads, which were expected to be good
by the 1st of May, 1863.

General Burnside, commanding the Depart-
ment of the Ohio, including Ohio, Indiana,
and Kentucky (with headquarters at Cincin-
nati), sent his next in command, Major-Gen-
eral George L. Hartsuff, to arrange for his
forces to codperate with ours for the relief
of East Tennessee, which, though largely
Union in sentiment, was now occupied by
the enemy under General Buckner.

Texplained to Hartsuff my plan, the details
of which I gave to no other. It was briefly:

First. We must follow theline of the Nash-
ville and Chattanooga Railway.

Second. We must surprise and manceuvre
Bragg out of his intrenched camps by mov-
ing over routes east of him to seize the line of
the Nashville and Chattanooga Railway in his
rear; beat him ifhe fights, and follow and dam-
age him as best we can, until we see him across
the Tennessee.

Third. We must deceive him as to the point
of our crossing the Tennessee, and securely es-
tablish ourselves on the south side.

Fourth. We must then manceuvre him out
of Chattanooga, get between him and that
point, and fight him, if possible, on ground of
our own choosing, and if not, upon such
ground as we can.

Zifth. Burnside must follow and guard the
left flank of our movement, especially when we
get into the mountains. His entrance into
East Tennessee will lead Bragg’s attention to
Chattanooga and northward, while we cross
below that point.

Sixth. Since our forces in rear of Vicksburg
would be endangered by General Joseph E.
Johnston, if he should have enough troops, we
must not drive Bragg out of Middle Tennessee
until it shall be too late for his command to
reénforce Johnston’s.

Bragg’s army is now, apparently, holding
this army in check. Itis the most important
service he can render to his cause. The Con-
federate authorities know it. They will not
order, nor will Bragg venture to send away
any substantial detachments. In fact, he is
now holding us here by his nose, which he has
inserted between our teeth for that purpose.
We shall keep our teeth closed on his nose by
our attitude, until we are assured that Vicks-
burg is within three weeks of its fall.

General Hartsuff reported this to Burnside,
and advised me of their assent to the plan and
to concurrent action,

The news that Vicksburg could not hold
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out over two or three weeks having reached
us, we began our movements to dislodge Bragg
from his mtrenched camp on the 24th of June,
1863. Itrained for seventeen consecutive days.

The roads were so bad that it required four

days for Crittenden’s corps to march seven-
teen miles. Yet, on the 4th of July, we had
possession of both the enemy’s ntrenched
camps, and by the 7th, Bragg’s army was in
full retreat over the Cumberland Mountains
into Sequatchie valley, whence he proceeded
to Chattanooga, leaving us in full possession
of Middle Tennessee and of the damaged
Nashville and Chattanooga Railway, with my
headquarters at Winchester, fifty miles from
our starting-point, Murfreesboro’. This move-
ment was accomplished in fifteen days, and
with a loss of only 586 killed and wounded.

From Winchester by railroad to Chatta-
nooga is about sixty-nine miles, By wagon
roads it is much greater. To pass over this
distance, greater than from the Rappahan-
nock to Richmond, Virginia, with intervening
obstacles far more formidable, was our great-
est work. In front of us were the Cumberland
Mountains. Beyond them was the broad Ten-
nessee River, from 4oo to goo yards wide. On
the north side of it, beyond the Cumberland
Mountains, lay Sequatchie valley, 3 or 4 miles
wideand 6omileslong. Eastof that, Waldron’s
Ridge, the eastern half of the Southern Appa-
lachian range, cut from the Cutberlands by the
Sequatchie. At the eastern base of this ridge
flows the Tennessee above Chattanooga, from
400 to 6oo yards wide. On the south of the
Tennessee tower the cliffs of Sand Mountain,
6co or 7oo feet high. Beyond that broad, flat,
wooded top is Trenton valley, 40 or 5o miles
long, ascending southerly to the top of the
plateau ; and east of it the long frowning cliffs
of Lookout Mountain, a thousand feet above
this valley, stretch northward to the gap at
Chattanooga with not a single road of ascent
for 26 miles,and notanother until Valley Head,
40 miles southward from Chattanooga.

The task before us was:

First. To convince General Bragg, a wary
and experienced officer, that we would cross
the Tennessee at some point far above Chat-
tanooga. This required time and serious
movements.

Second. Meanwhile, without attracting his
attention, to repair the Nashville and Chat-
tanooga Railway to Bridgeport on the Ten-
NEssee,

Third. To subsist our troops and accumu-
late twenty days’rations at Stevenson, without
allowing him to get the faintest intimation of
our intentions and doings.

Jourth. To construct a large pontoon bridge
train, bring it and the pioneer brigade for-
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ward by rail to the vicinity of Stevenson,
wholly concealed from the enemy’s knowl-
edge, and have the men trained to lay and
take up bridging.

Fifth, Our movement must be delayed un-
til the new corn is fit for horse-feed ; because
when we cross the river and go into the mount-
ains, our trains must carry twenty days’ rations
and ammunition enough for two great battles,
We have not trains to carry anything beyond
this, and hence feed for our animals must be
obtained from the coming corn crop of the
country into which we are going, or our
campaign will be a failure,

Sixtr. When we cross the Tennessee, we
must so move as to endanger Bragg’s com-
munications by rail and oblige him, for their
protection, to fall back far enough to give us
time and space to concentrate between him
and Chattanooga and, if possible, to choose
our own battle-ground ; for doubtless he will
fight us with all the force he can assemble.

How all this was done we have not space
to tell. Nor can we relate how it came to pass
that the Army of the Cumberland had to pro-
ceed on its perilous mission alone, unaided,
unassisted, either by our Army of the Ten-
nessee, unemployed since the surrender of
Vicksburg, or by the activity of the Army
of the Potomac, which might have kept Lee
from sending Longstreet to fight us; or by
the Department of the Gulf, which, instead
of threatening the enemy’s Gulf coast to keep
troops from going to Bragg, by a useless ex-
pedition to Texas, had given bonds, so tospeak,
not to molest them ; or by Burnside’s command,
which was so far away to the north of us that,
in the hour of need, with forty thousand men of
all arms, he could do nothing to help us.

I only repeat that we were ordered forward
alone, regardless alike of the counsels of com-
manders, the clamors of the press, the prin-
ciples of military art and science, and the
interests of our country. Of all this the corps
commanders of the Army of the Cumberland
and myself were well aware. They knew that
the Secretary of War, without reason or jus-
tice, was implacably hostile to me. They knew
more. They knew that those great loyal gov-
ernors, Curtin of Pennsylvania, Andrew of
Massachusetts, and Yates of Illinois, offered
seven regiments of two-years’ veterans, who
were willing to reénlist on condition that they
should go as mounted infantry to the Army
of the Cumberland; that General Lovell H.
Rousseau bore a letter to Secretary Stanton,
explaining how very important would be the
services of such a body of men in guarding the
long and exposed line of our communications,
soon to be lengthened by our advance to Chat-
tanooga ; that this line #us/ be guarded ; that
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every such mounted man in that move would
give us three infantry men at the front. They
knew that when the Secretary had read my let-
ter, he rudely said to General Rousseau: “I
would rather you would come to ask the com-
mand of the Army of the Cumberland, than
to ask reénforcements for General Rosecrans.
He shall not have another d d man.”

On the 4th of August, General Halleck tel-
egraphed me:

“Your forces must move forward without further de-
lay. Youwill daily report the movement of each corps
till you cross the Tennessee.”

On the 6th, after full consideration and con-
sultation with my corps commanders, I re-
plied:

“ My arrangements for beginninga continuous move-
ment will be completed, and the execution begun, by
Monday next. . . . Itisnecessaryto have our means
of crossing the river completed and our supplies pro-
vided to cross sixty miles of mountain, and sustain our-
selves during the operations of crossing and fighting,
before we move. To obey your order literally would
be to put our troops at onceinto the mountains on nar-
row and difficult roads destitute of pasture and forage
and short of water, where they would not be able to
manceuvre as exigencies may demand, and would cer-
tainly cause ultimate delay and probably disaster. If]
therefore, the movement which I propose cannot be
regarded as obedience to your order, I respectfully re-
quest a modification of it, or to be relieved from the
command."”

The War Department did not think it pru-
dent to relieve me, and therefore gave consent
in terms sufficient to convict it of reckless
ignorance, or worse.

But we were soldiers. We moved to our
work with every energy bent on insuring its
success. On the 1oth of August our move-
ment began. On the 14th all our corps were
crossing the Cumberlands. It required six or
seven days. The movement appeared as if
directed toward Knoxville, but it was really
to concentrate near Bridgeport and Stevenson.
Crittenden crossed the Cumberlands into
Sequatchie valley and made a bivouac many
miles long ; sent Van Cleve’s division with our
left wing cavalry to Pikeville; ordered two
infantry brigades to cross Waldron’s Ridge by
roads some miles apart, and to bivouac in long
lines on its eastern edge, in sight of observers
from the opposite side of the river, who would
take them for strong advances of heavy col-
umns of troops of all arms. This appearance
was confirmed by the boldness of our cavalry
and mounted infantry, which descended into
the valley of the Tennessee and drove every-
thing across to the enemy’s side of the river.
The other corps were concealed in the forests
north and west of Stevenson.

The pontoon bridge train came down from
Nashville by rail on the 24th of August, and
the pioneers took it away out of observation,



132

practiced laying and takingup pontoonbridges
until the zgth, when they laid a bridge across
the Tennessee at Caperton’s, ten miles below
Bridgeport, in four and a half hours. It was
1254 feet long, and the work was done at the
rate of 4.6 feet per minute.

Meanwhile, to prepare for sustaining our
army at Chattanooga, I contracted with great
railway bridge-building firms to rebuild the
railway bridge at Bridgeport, over 2700 feet
long, in four weeks, and the Running Water
Bridge, three spans, 171 feet each, to be done
within two weeks thereafter; and ordered Cap-
tain Edwards, Assistant Quartermaster, to
have constructed, with all dispatch, five flat-
bottomed stern-wheel steamboats of light draft,
to run on the Tennessee between Bridgeport
and Chattanooga.

Qur first bridge was ready, August 2gth, and
the Twentieth Corps was ordered across it to
Valley Head, the south end of Trenton valley,
forty miles south of Chattanooga. Thence a
road leads down the eastern slopes of Lookout,
by Alpine, into Broomtown valley, whence
there are roads toward the Northern Georgia
railway line and to Rome. This heavy corps
of all arms, so far south of Bragg’s position at
Chattanooga, made him uneasy. But when
Thomas, after crossing, moved with his corps
up Trenton valley in the same direction, with
all his train, Bragg became still more anxious.
Then came Crittenden following Thomas with
merely an unostentatious column in observa-
tion on the direct road to Chattanooga. This
movement portended mischief and it was
strong enough to do plenty of it. Asa prudent
commander, Bragg could not afford to leave us
forty miles south of his position, to get quietly
down and concentrate between him and
Atlanta.

Bragg was reluctant to leave his stronghold
Chattanooga, and yet he yielded to his appre-
hensions. On the 8th he slowly retired south-
ward, giving out rumors that he would go back
to Rome or to Atlanta. On Sept. gth Critten-
den’s leading division entered Chattanooga.
On the afternoon of the same day our cavalry
and infantry, from the north side of the river,
crossed over into town. The cavalry moved
out to see if the enemy had gone. He was be-
yond Rossville and behind Missionary Ridge,
but not far away. To keep up Bragg’s appre-
hensions, McCook was ordered, without
exposing his command, to appear advancing.
On the 12th Thomas crossed over Lookout,
up Johnson’s Pass and down Cooper’s, putting
his command in snug defensive position atits
foot. Crittenden had moved his whole corps
into Chattanooga over the road at the north
end of Lookout, but was ordered not to push
out into danger. On the 1oth the story of
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Bragg’s retreat to Atlanta was found to be
false, and, behind our cavalry and mounted
infantry, Crittenden’s infantry moved cau-
tiously out.

By the 12th, I found that the enemy was
concentrating behind Pigeon Mountain near
Lafayette. When Crittenden’s reconnaissance
in force, of the 12th and 13th, showed the rear
of Bragg’s retiring columns near the Chicka-
mauga, I instantly ordered him to move west-
ward within supporting distance of Thomas
as speedily and secretly as possible. At the
same time orders were dispatched to McCook
to join Thomas at the foot of Cooper's Gap
with the utmost celerity.*

Our fate now depended, first upon prompt
concentration, and next, on our choosing our
own battle-ground, where our flanks would be
protected and where we could have full use
of our artillery. Everything indicated that
the enemy must soon attack us. Bragg issued
his order for it, dated September 16th, 1863,
in which he says to his command, ¢ You have
been amply reénforced.” VYes! The Confed-
erate authorities had wisely given Bragg every
man they thought it possible to spare, from
Virginia, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and Mis-
sissippi. Even the prisoners paroled at Vicks-
burg contributed to strengthen him.

Our command received none from our au-
thorities, who had abundant force at their dis-
position. About the 1oth of September, aroused
by fear of consequences, General Halleck be-
gantelegraphing orders for reénforcements, but
we were involved in the mountains and be-
yond reach, and it was entirely too late for any
useful results ; but it was a confession that sup-
port ought to have been ordered at the proper
time, and might serve for ulterior operations
after our fate was decided.

At last, on the 18th, McCook’s corps came
within reach of the enemy, who was then mov-
ing through the gaps in the Pigeon Mountain
to attack us. Over the tree-tops we saw clouds
of dust moving toward our left. Bragg wanted
to get between us and Chattanooga. We had
no time to lose.

The whole Twentieth Corps came down the
mountain, and Thomas, with three of his di-
visions, was ordered to move north-eastward
through the forests by lines of fires, until his
command was placed across the Reed’s Bridge
road and the more westwardly roads leading
to Chattanooga zia Rossville. Crittenden and
McCook were to follow when the enemy’s
plan developed.

Eight o’clock on the morning of September
1gth found Thomas and his wearied men in

* For additional maps and pictures relating to the

battles of Chickamauga and Chattanooga, see The
CENTURY MAGAZINE for April, 1887.—EDITOR,
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position. Before g the fighting began. Critten-
den, with Palmer and Van Cleve, moved on
the Lafayette road toward Thomas’s right.
The enemy soon abandoned his attempts on
our left, and concentrated toward our cen-
ter. Johnson’s division was ordered from
McCook to Thomas; Van Cleve was driven,
and Davis’s division gave ground. General
Negley was sent to Van Cleve’s position at
5 P. M., and Sheridan earlier to help Davis.
The fight raged. The enemy went back and
the day closed. The corps commanders came
to my headquarters. They said they had
fought superior numbers. They were cool,
experienced commanders; they had been in

many bloody battles ; their opinions had great.

weight. I saw that the morrow was likely to
be more bloody and decisive than that day. I
determined the new line, so that there should
be the least possible moving of the tired troops,
and that it should be short enough to give us
seven brigades in reserve. All but one had
been in action that day. Thomas must hold the
left to the last extremity. If beaten, he must
retire on Rossville and Chattanooga. Ile must
send his trains there at once. He had the four
divisions of his own corps (the Fourteenth),
Johnson’s from the Twentieth and Palmer’s
from the Twenty-first Corps. Granger, with
three brigades of the Reserve Corps, was in
rear of his left at Rossville. This was all of our
whole army on the field, save ten brigades. But
the defense of our left was the defense of our
army and of Chattanooga. On the 2oth, short-
Vor. XXXIV.—19.

ly after daylight, I examined Thomas's whole
Imme, and at 6 o’clock he wrote that he would like
to have his right division (Negley’s) to place on
his extreme left. I ordered General Crittenden
to send General Wood to replace Negley in the
line. At g o'clock I found Wood in line of
battle half a mile in rear of Negley. He said
that he had understood that his order was to
support Negley, not to relieve him, and pro-
ceeded to do what should have been done at
least a half hour before. Meanwhile the bat-
tle had begun on Thomas’s left. It moved
toward the right. Heavier and heavier rolled
the musketry and thundered the cannon. Cap-
tain Willard came from Thomas and asked for
Negley. He had been waiting to be relieved,
but now, at last, he went filing out of the
woods by his left. Van Cleve was ordered
farther to the north-east; McCook had had
the most repeated and emphatic orders to keep
his troops closing to the left.

At 11 o'clock, Major Kellogg came from
Thomas, who wished to know if he could have
Brannan. Ireplied: “Yes; tell him to dispose
of Brannan, who has only one brigade in line,
and to hold his position, and we will reénforce
him,if need be, with all the right”; and said to
Major Bond, of my staff, ¢ If Brannan goes out,
Wood must fill his place. Write him that the
commanding general directs him to close to
the left on Reynolds and support him.”

Major Kellogg went to Brannan and gave
him the order to move his command toward
the left.
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Brannan’s skirmishers being driven in at
this time, he consulted Reynolds, who said :
“ Under the circumstances, stay and send
General Thomas word you are being at-
tacked, and ask him if, under such circum-
stances, you shall leave.” To this message
General Thomas replied : ¢ No, by no means.”

When an orderly handed Wood his order
“to close on Reynolds and support him,” his
skirmishers, on Opdycke’s front, were being
driven. Without seeking explanations from
Brannan or Reynolds, and without notifying
me (I was in the open field not 6oo yards
from him), he drew his command out of the
line. Jeff. C. Davis, under orders to keep
closed to the left, moved in to fill Wood’s
place, and his two brigades were struck by
Longstreet, who, with a column ¥ brigade
front” and five lines deep, assaulted that part
of the line and drove it out of place. Sheri-
dan’s three brigades were ordered to the break,
but had only force enough to break a line or
two, and were obliged to withdraw,

Watching the unavailing effort of Sheridan
to stem the tide, I observed the long line of
Longstreet’s wing coming from the south-east
in line of battle, outreaching our right by at
least a half mile. I ordered Davis and Sheri-
dan to fall back northward and rally on the
Dry valley road at the first good point for
defense, leaving most of my staff to aid in
rallying these troops; and with my chief-of-
staff, senior aide, and a few orderlies pro-
ceeded over toward the rear of our center,
directing such of Van Cleve’s broken rear of
column as I met to join Sheridan on the Dry
valley road. In view of all the interests at
stake, I decided what must be done. Halting
at a road coming from the west and leading
eastward toward the rear of our left, I said to
General Garfield and Major Bond: “ By the
sound of the battle over to the south-east, we
hold our ground. Our greatest danger is, that
Longstreet will follow us up on the Dry val-
ley road over yonder to the west of us. Post,
with all of our commissary stores, except those
of the Twenty-first Corps, is over that ridge, not
more than two or three miles from the Dry valley
road. If Longstreet advances and finds that
out, he may capture them. This would be fatal
to us. If he comes this way he will turn the
rear of our left, seize the gap at Rossville, and
disperse us. To provide against what may
happen : —

« f9rst. Sheridan and Davis must have re-
newed orders to resist the enemy’s advance
on the Dry valley road ;

* Second. Post must be ordered to push all
our commissary trains into Chattanooga and
securely park them there;

« Third. Orders must go to Mitchell to ex-
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tend his cavalry line obliquely across that
ridge, connect with the right of Sheridan’s posi-
tion on this valley,and cover Post’s trains from
the enemy until they are out of danger ;

“ fourt/e. Ordersmust goto Spears’s brigade,
now arrived near there, to take possession of
the Rolling-mill bridge across Chattanooga
Creek, put it in good order, hold it until Post
arrives with his trains, then turn the bridge
over to him, and march out on the Rossville
road and await orders ;

“ Fifth. Wagner in Chattanooga must have
orders to park our reserve artillery defen-
sively, guard our pontoon bridge across the
Tennessee, north of the town, and have his
men under arms ready to move as may be
required ;

 Sixth. General Thomas must be seen as to
the condition of the battle and be informed of
these dispositions.

“ General Garfield, can you not give these
orders ? " [ asked. Garfield answered : © Gen-
eral, there are so many of them, I fear I might
make some mistake; butI can go to General
Thomas for you, see how things are, tell him
what you will do, and report to you.” * Very
well. T will take Major Bond and give the
orders myself. I will be in Chattanoogaassoon
as possible. The telegraph line reaches Ross-
ville, and we have an office there. Go by Sheri-
dan and Davis and tell them what I wish, then
go to Thomas and telegraph me the situation.”

I dispatched my orders, by messenger, to
Mitchell and Post, gave them in person to
Spears and Wagner, and awaited Garfield's re-
port, which, dated 3.45 p. M. from the battle-
field, reached me at 5 r.M., saying : “We are
intact after terrific fighting, getting short of
ammunition, and the enemy is going to as-
sault our lines once more. Our troops are in
good spirits and fighting splendidly.”

I ordered Garfield by dispatch totell Thomas
to use his discretion at the close of the fight
whether to stop on the ground he occupied or
toretire on Rossville, and said that I would send
ammunition and troops accordingly. Thomas
used that discretion and retired to Rossville,
where our troops halted, and, in spite of their
condition, wearied with three days and a night
of marching and fighting, were by 11 o'clock
in fair defensive position. I ordered up ammu-
nition and rations. On the next morning, Mon-
day, the z1st, our lines at Rossville were recti-
fied, and advantageous positions were taken to
receive the enemy if he desired to attack us.

After reconnoitering a few points, he found
us there and desisted from further efforts. We
were now concentrated between the enemy
and Chattanooga, with ammunition to fight
another battle. During the day I selected the
defensive lines our command would occupy
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CHATTANOOGA FROM THE NORTH SIDE OF TEND

NEAR THE RIVER.

around Chattanooga, directed the manner of
retiring from Rossville and of taking positions
on these lines, to which the heads of columns
were guided by staff and engineer officers.
The troops began quietly to withdraw at 10
o’clock p. ., and on Tuesday morning, Sep-
tember 22d, they were intrenching the lines for
holding permanent possession of the objective
point of our campaign.

It will be remembered that we started for
Chattanooga from Murfreesboro’, on the z4th
of June, 1863. The direct distance by rail is
119 miles. To the battle-ground of Chicka-
mauga is zo miles farther, or 139 miles, We
dislodged our adversary from two strongly
fortified camps; crossed the Cumberland
Mountains, the Tennessee River, Sand Mount-
ains and Lookout Mountain; fought the battle
of Chickamauga ; and on the 22d of September,
just ninety-two days from starting, we held
Chattanooga, for the possession of which at
any time within the previous two years we
would willingly have paid all that it had cost.

* The records will show [but without data by which
might be estimated the relative strength of regiments.
EDn.] that at the battle of Chickamauga Bragg had
184 regiments and 20 battalions of infantry, 34 regi-
ments of cavalry, 47 batteries of artillery; and that we
had only 133 regiments of infantry, 18 regiments of
cavalry, and 354 batteries.

SSEE — LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN IN THE
(FROM A WAR-TIME PFHOTOGRAPH BY LINN.)

DISTANCE ] CAMERON HILL

In a note to Halleck, dated from the Ex-
ecutive Mansion, September 21st, 1863, Presi-
dent Lincoln,speaking of this possession, says:

“If held, with Cleveland inclusive, it keeps all Ten-
nessee clear of the enemy and breaks one of his most
important railroad lines. To prevent these conse-
quences, so vital to his cause that he cannot give up
the effort to dislodge us from the position thus bring-
ing him to us, and saving us the labor, expense, and
hazard of going further to find him, and giving us the
advantage of choosing our own ground and preparing
it to fight him upon. The details must, of course, be
left to General Rosecrans, while we furnish him the
means to the utmost of our ability. . . . If he can
only maintain the position, without more, the rebellion
can only eke out a short and feeble existence, as an
animal may sometimes with a thorn in his vitals.”

In presence of the facts I have just stated,
and in view of all their marchings, combats,
and bloody battles to get possession of Chat-
tanooga, can the reader be made to believe
that the Army of the Cumberland and its
commander were likely to abandon or fail to
hold it ?*

. 5. Resecrans.

Confederate maps of the battle show the enemy’s
line of battle on the morning of the 2oth of September :
I'ront line, 6,880 yards long ; second line, 3,310 yards
long. Our front line, 3,400 yards long; second line,
1,750 yards long. (Granger’s three brigades, three
miles away, not included.)—W. S, R.



