THE LAST OF

THE SEVEN

MALVERN HILL, JULY

DAYS
1862.

BATTLES.*

18T,

FORT DARLING,
AND RICHMOND,.

EFORE the battle of Gaines's Mill (al-
ready described by me in these pages), a
change of base from the York to the James
River had been anticipated and prepared for
by General McClellan. After the battle this
change became a necessity, in presence of a
strong and aggressive foe, who had already
turned our right, cut our connection with the
York River, and was also in large force behind
the intrenchments between us and Richmond.
The transfer was begun the moment our posi-
tion became perilous. It now involved a series
of battles by day, and marches by night, which
brought into relief the able talents, active
foresight, and tenacity of purpose of our com-
mander, the unity of action on the part of
his subordinates, and the great bravery, firm-
ness, and confidence in their superiors on the
part of the rank and file.

These conflicts from the beginning of the
Seven Days’ fighting were the engagement at
Fair Oaks farm, the battles of Beaver Dam
Creek and Gaines’s Mill, the engagements at
Golding’s and Garnett’s farms, and at Allen’s
farm or Peach Orchard; the battle of Sav-
age’s Station ; the artillery duel at White Oak
Swamp ; the battle of Glendale (or Charles
City Cross-roads); the action of Turkey Creek,
and the battle of Malvern Hill. Each was a
success to our army, the engagement of Mal-
vern Hill being the most decisive. The result
of the movement was that on the 2d of July
our army was safely established at Harrison’s
Landing, on the James, in accordance with

ON THE JAMES, MIDWAY BETWEEN MALVERN HILL
(FROM PHOTOGRAPH.)

General McClellan’s design. The
present narrative will be confined
to events coming under my own
observation, and connected with:
my command, the Fifth Army
Corps.

Saturday, June 28, 1862, the
day after the battle of Gaines'’s
Mill, my corps spent in bivouac
at the Trent farm on the south
bank of the Chickahominy. Ar-
tillery and infantry detachments
guarded the crossings at the sites
of the destroyed bridges. Our
antagonists of the 27th were still
north of the river, but did not
molest us. We rested and recu-
perated as best we could, amid
the noise of battle close by, at
Garneit's and Golding’s farms, in which part
of Franklin’s corps was engaged, and the labor
and bustle incident to the refilling of empty
cartridge-boxes and haversacks, so as to be
in readiness for immediate duty.

Our antagonists on the north bank of the
river were apparently almost inactive. They
seemed puzzled as to our intentions, or para-
lyzed by the effect of theirown labors andlosses,
and, like ourselves, were recuperating for a re-
newal of the contest in the early future ; though
to them, as well as to us, it was difficult to con-
jecture where thatrenewal would be made. The
only evidence of activity on their part was the
dust rising on the road down the river, which
we attributed, with the utmost unconcern, to
the movements of troops seeking to interrupt
our already abandoned communications with
York River. The absence of any indication
of our intention to maintain those communi-
cations, together with the rumble of our artil-
lery, which that night was moving southward,
opened the eves of our opponents to the fact
that we had accomplished the desired and
perhaps necessary object of withdrawing to
the south bank of the Chickahominy, and for
the first time aroused their suspicion that we
were either intending to attack Richmond
or temporarily abandon the siege, during a
change of base to the James River. But the
active spurts on the zyth and 28th of June
made by the defenders of that city against our
left, created the false impression that they
designed to attack the Second, Third, and

* For an account of the Confederate part of the battle, see article by General D. H. Hill, July CENTURY.—ED.
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FORT DARLING, LOOKING DOWN THE JAMES,

[In areport to General McClellan of the engage-
ment at Fort Darling, which effectually stopped the
advance of the Union gun-boats upon Richmond,
Commander William Smith of the IFackusett says,
in part: * On the 15th instant [May] the Galdesna,
Monitor, Nangatuck, Port Royal, and A roostook
ascended this river to within about cight miles of
Richmond, when they met with obstructions in the
river which prevented their farther advance. The
obstructions consisted of a row of piles driven across |
the channel, and three rows of vessels sunk also '
across the channel, among them the Vordtomwn and 1
Jamestown. Just below these obstructions, on the
south or west side of the river, were very formidable batteries,
mounting fourteen guns, among them r-inch shell, 100-pounder
rifles, and nothing less than 2-inch shell guns. The river there
is very narrow, the bank some two hundred feet high, and the
guns so situated that they can be pointed divectly down on the
decks of the vessels. The sharp-shooters can come on the banks
and pick off the men on the vessels' decks. The gun-boats were
engaged about four hours with the batteries, and then retired, hav-
ing expended their ammunition.  Our loss was twelve killed and

Fourth corps, and thereby succeeded in pre-
venting an attack upon them. So, in order
to thwart our plans, whatever they might be,
promptly on the 29th, our opponents re-
newed their activity by advancing from Rich-
mond, and by recrossing to the south bank
of the river all their forces, lately employed at
Gaines’s Mill. But at that time the main
body of our army was beyond their immedi-
ate reach, taking positions to cover the pas-
sage of our trains to the new base and to be
ready again to welcome our eager and earnest
antagonists.

OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE JAMES RIVER, NEAR FORT DARLING, ON

DREWRY'S BLUFF. (FROM PHOTOGRAPHS.)

thirteen wounded ; the vessels not much injured,except the Galena,
which had eighteen shots through her sides and deck. . 7
The river is so narrow and crocked, and the banks so high, that
the gun-hoats cannot take a position for shelling the batteries ex-
cept within a very short distance of them and directly under their
guns. A gun-boat cannot turn under steam in the river. Com-
modore Rodgers of the Galena, who commanded the expedition,
is decidedly of the opinion that the works cannot be reduced with-
out the assistance of land forces.”—Epitor.]

Between 2 and 9 p. M. on the 28th, my
corps was in motion, z7a Savage’s Station, to
the south side of White Oak Swamp ; there,
at the junction (Glendale) of the roads from
Richmond, to be prepared to repel attacks
from the direction of that city. Morell, lead-
ing, aided General Woodbury, of the engineer
corps, to build the causeways and bridges nec-
essary for the easy passage of the trains and
troops over the swamps and streams. Sykes
and McCall followed at five and nine o’clock,
respectively ; MeCall being accompanied by
Hunt's reserve artillery. We expected to reach




N,
- Einy
i

Olighty

"“’;(:'rxs-mm
ki

%

&

Unlon Forces ==
Condederate Forces v wm

MAPF OF

[ The Union batteries, as indicated on the map, were : 1, Martin's;
2, Tyler's; 3, 4, 5, 6, batteries in reserve; 7, Hunt's reserve
artillery; 8 and 11, first and second positions of Waterman's
(Weeden's) ; 0 —g, Edwards's, Livingston's, Ames’s, Kings-
bury’s, and l%_\-'dc'si 10, Snow's, Frank's, and Allen's; 11,
Kingsbury’s and Seeley’s.

On the Union side the chief variations from these pos
the advance of a part of Butterfield’s brigade, between Griffin and
Couch, and the transfer of batteries from Morell to Couch.  In re-
pulsing Hill's attack, Couch advanced to the line which indicates
the position of Berdan’s sharp-shooters (in the moring). Du
the afternoon Sickles’s brigade ok the place of Caldwell's, which
had come up to Couch’s aid and had suffered severely. The ad-
vance of Meagher was made about five o'clock, and was accom
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THE BATTLE OF MALVERN HILL, SHOWING, APFROXIMATELY, POSITIONS OF BRIGADES AND BATTERIES.

panied by gz-pounders, under General (then Colonel) Henry J.
Hunt, which did terrible execution. It is said that the gun-boat
fire and that of Tyler's artillery occasionally fell into Morell's lines.

On the Confederate side the brigades are placed on the map in
the order of their moving to the attack ; those marked with an
arrow-head were actually in the charges or in the front line after
dark ; the arrow-head also indicates in each case the direction
taken in going to the front. It is difficult to fix accurately the
positions of the Confederate artillery. In general, 12 indicates
Moorman's, Grimes's, and Pegram's; and 13 denotes the position
of Balthis's, Poague's, and Carpenter’s. Inother positions, the bat-
teries of Wooding (one section under Lieutenant Jones), Carring-
ton, Hardaway, Boudurant, Hart, McCarthy, and the Baltimore
Light Artillery were engaged to some extent— EpiTor. ]
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our destination, which was only ten miles dis-
tant, early on the 29th; but, in consequence
of the dark nightand of the narrow and muddy
roads, cut up and blocked by numerous trains
and herds of cattle, either of which is always
attended by embarrassing delays, the head of

MAJOR-GENERAL GEORGE W. MORELL.
(FROM A PHOTOGRAFH BY BRADY.)

the column arrived at 1o A. M., the rearnotuntil
midnight. McCall arrived latest, and all were
greatly fatigued.

The enemy not having appeared at Glen-
dale on the afternoon of the 2gth, and other
troops arriving to take the place of mine, Gen-
eral McClellan ordered me to move that night
by the direct road to the elevated and cleared
lands (Malvern Hill) on the north bank of
Turkey Creek, there to select and hold a posi-
tion behind which the army and all its trains
could be withdrawn with safety. General
Keyes was to move by a different road and
form to my right and rear.

Again the dangers and difficulties of night
marches attended us, followed by the conse-
quent delay ; which, though fortunately it was
counterbalanced by the slowness of our oppo-
nents in moving to the same point, endan-
gered the safety of our whole army. Although
we started before dark, and wereled by an n-
telligent cavalry officer who had passed over
the route and professed to know it, my com-
mand was so delayed after dark that we did
not reach Turkey Creek, which was only five
miles distant, until g A. . on the 3oth. In
fact, we were misled up the Long Bridge road
towards Richmond until we came in contact
with the enemy’s pickets, when we returned

THE LAST OF THE SEVEN DAYS' BATTLES.

and started anew. Fortunately I was at the
head of the column to give the necessary
orders, so that no delay occurred in retracing
our steps.

Our new field of battle embraced Malvern
Hill, just north of Turkey Creck and Crew’s
Hill, about one mile farther north. Both hills
have given name to the interesting and event-
ful battle which took place on July 1st, and
which I shall now attempt to describe.

The forces which on this occasion came
under my control, and were engaged in or
held ready to enter the contest, were my own
corps, consisting of Morell’s, Sykes’s and Mec-
Call’s divisions; Hunt's reserve artillery of one
hundred pieces, including Tyler's siege Con-
necticut artillery, Couch’s division of Keyes's
corps, the brigades of Caldwell and Meagher
of Sumner’s corps, and the brigade of Sickles
of Heintzelman’s corps. Though Couch was
placed under my command, he was left uncon-
trolled by me, as will be seen hereafter. The
other brigades were sent to me by their re-
spective division commanders, in anticipation
of my needs or at my request.

This new position, with its elements of
great strength, was better adapted for a de-
fensive battle than any with which we had
been favored. It was elevatéd, and more or
less protected on each flank by small streams
or swamps, while the portions of woods in
front through which the enemy had to pass
to attack us were in places marshy, and so
thick that artillery could not penetrate and
even troops moved with difficulty. Slightly
in rear of our line of battle on Crew’s Hill,
the reserve artillery and infantry were held
for immediate service. The Crew Hill con-
cealed them from the view of the enemy
and largely sheltered them from fire. These
hills both to the east and west were connected
with the adjacent valleys by gradually sloping
plains except at the Crew house, where for
a little distance the slope was quite abrupt,
and was easily protected bya small force. The
roads from Richmond, along which the enemy
would be obliged to approach, except the
River road, meet in front of Crew’s Hill. This
hill was flanked with ravines, enfiladed by
our fire. The ground in front was cleared
and sloping, but not steep, and over it our
artillery and infantry, themselves protected
by the crest and ridges, had clear sweep for
their fire. In all directions, for several hun-
dred yards, the land over which an attack-
ing force must advance was almost entirely
cleared of forest and generally cultivated.

I reached Malvern Hill some two hours
before my command on Monday, June zoth;
each portion of which, as it came upon the
field, was assigned to a position from which,
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MALVERN HILL, FROM
BRIDGE.

THE DIRECTION
(FROM SKETCH BY G. L. FRANKENSTEIN.)

OF TURKEY ISLAND

in connection with the rest of the command,
the approaches from Richmond along the
River road and the debouches from the New
Market, Charles City and Williamsburg roads,
could be thoroughly covered. Warren, with his
brigade, now of only about six hundred men,
took position on the low lands to the left, to
guard against the approach of the enemy
along the River road, or over the low, exten-
sive and cultivated plateau beyond and ex-
tending north along Crew’s Hill. Warren's
small brigade was greatly in need of rest from
the fatigues of battle and constant motion for
several days and nights. It was not expected
that it would be called upon to perform much
more than picket duty. It was large enough,
however, for the purpose designed, as it was
not probable that any large force would be so
reckless as to advance on that road. Its di-
minished strength was due to the fact that it
had suffered greatly at Gaines’s Mill. Warren
was supported by the Eleventh Infantry, under
Major Floyd-Jones, and late in the afternoon
was strengthened by Martin’s battery of
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VIEW FROM MALVERN HILL, LOOKING TOWARD THE JAMES.
(DRAWN BY HARRY FENN, AFTER PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDERSON.)

[This view is taken from near the position of Tyler's siege-guns
(sec map). The engagement of Malvern CIiff, or Turkey Island
bridge, on the 3oth of June, between Generals Warren and
Holmes, took place on a road at the foot of the hill which passes near
the house in the middle-ground. The bridge is to the left on this
road. The winding stream is Turkey Creek. In the middle dis-
tance is the position of the three gun-boats which shelled the woods
at the right both on the zoth ugjlme and the 1st of July.—EDn.]

twelve-pounders and a detachment of cav-
alry under Lieutenant Frank W. Hess.

On the west side of Malvern Hill, over-
looking Warren, were some thirty-six guns,
some of long range, having full sweep up the
valley and over the cleared lands north of the
Riverroad. These batteries comprised Weed’s,
a New York battery, Edwards’s, Carlisle’s,
Smead’s and Voegelee's, with others in reserve.
To these, later in the day, were added the
siege-guns of the Connecticut Artillery, under
Colonel Robert O. Tyler, which were placed
on elevated ground immediately to the left
of the Malvern House, so as to fire over
our front line at any attacking force and to
sweep the low meadow on the left.

To General (then Colonel) Henry J. Hunt,
the accomplished and energetic chief of artil-
lery, was due the excellent posting of these
batteries on June 3oth, and the rearrangement
of all the artillery along the whole line on
Tuesday (July 1st), together with the manage-
ment of the reserve artillery on that day.

Major Lovell, commanding Chapman’s
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brigade of Sykes’s division, supported some of
these batteries, and, with Buchanan on his
right, in a clump of pines, extended the line
northward, near the Crew (sometimes called
the Mellert) house

THE MALVERN HOUSE.

[During the engagement at Turkey Island bridge and the bat-
tle of Malvern Hill, this house was t{tc headquarters of General
Porter, and was a signal-station in communication with the
gun-boats in the James River, toward which it fronts. It was

Morell, prolonging Sykes’s line on Crew's
Hill, with headquarters at Crew’s house, oc-
cupied the right of the line extending to the
Quaker road. To his left front, facing west,
was the Fourteenth New York Volunteers,
under Colonel McQuade, with a section of
Weeden’s Rhode Island Battery, both watch-
ing the Richmond road and valley and pro-
tecting our left. On their right, under cover
of a narrow strip of woods, skirting the Quaker
road, were the brigades of Martindale and
Butterfield, while in front of these, facing
north, was Griffin’s brigade. All were sup-
porting batteries of Morell's division, com-
manded by Captain Weeden and others, under
the general supervision of General Griffin, a
brave and skilled artillery officer ; these bat-

(DRAWN BY HARRY FENN, AFTER PHOTOGRAPH BY E. S.
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teries as located on Tuesday, the day of the
battle, were those of Edwards, Livingston,
Kingsbury, Ames, part of Weeden’s under
Waterman, part of Allen’s under Hyde, and
Brambhall's. Other batteries as they arrived

ANDERSON. )

built of imported English brick, of a dark but vivid red. The
main_ battle-field is in the direction of the trees on the right and
Tyler's siege-guns were near the small trees in the left dis-
tance.—EpiTOR. |

were posted in reserve south of Crew’s Hill,
and were used to replace batteries whose
ammunition was exhausted ; or, were thrown
forward into action to strengthen the line.
The different commands as soon as they were
posted prepared to pass the night in securing
the rest greatly needed both by man and beast.

Later on Monday Couch’s division of
Keyes’s corps came on the field and took its
place extending Morell’s line to the right of
the Quaker road. The greater part of the
supply trains of the army and of the reserve
artillery passed safely beyond Turkey Creek
through the command thus posted ; the move-
ment only ceasing about four o'clock that
afternoon,

About three o’cleck on Monday the enemy
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WSl Many

THE CREW HOUSE.

(DRAWN BY HARRY FENN, THE UPPER PICTURE SHOWS THE OLD HOUSE, AND IS FROM A COLOR-SKETCH BY G. L.

FRANKENSTEIN; THE NEW HOUSE SHOWN IN THE LOWER PICTURE FROM A RECENT PHOTOGRAFH BY E. 5. ANDERSON.)

[The old building, sometimes called Dr. Mellert's house, was
the headquarters of General Morell; and during the firing mem-
bers of the Signal Corps were at work on the roof. It was burned
after the war, and the new structure built on the same founda-
tions. The view in each case is from the east.

was seen approaching along the River road,
and Warren and Hunt made all necessary
dispositions to receive them. About four
o’clock the enemy advanced and opened fire
from their artillery upon Warren and Sykes
and on the extreme left of Morell, causing
a few casualties in Morell’s division, In
return for this intrusion the concentrated
rapid fire of the artillery was opened upon
them, soon smashing one battery to pieces,
silencing another, and driving back their
infantry and cavalry in rapid retreat, much
to the satisfaction of thousands of men
watching the result. The enemy left behind
in possession of Warren a few prisoners, two
guns and six caissons, the horses of which
had been killed. The battery which had dis-
turbed Morell was also silenced by this fire
of our artillery. On this occasion the gun-boats
in the James made apparent their welcome
presence and gave good support by bringing
their heavy guns to bear upon the enemy,
Though their fire caused a few casualties
among our men, and inflicted but little, if
any, injury upon the enemy, their large shells,
bursting amid the enemy’s troops far beyond
VoL, XXX.—66.

The lane, in the lower picture, from the Quaker road was
the line of Griffin's guns. McQuade's repulse of the attack on
the hill took place behind the cabin on the left of the picture.
The Crew farm is said to be one of the most fertile on the
Peninsula.— EpiTor. ]

the attacking force, carried great moral influ-
ence with them, and naturally tended, in ad-
dition to the effect of our artillery, to prevent
any renewed attempt to cross the open valley
on our left. This attacking force formed a
small part of Wise’s brigade of Holmes’s di-
vision. They were all raw troops, which
accounts for their apparently demoralized
retreat, This affair is known as the action of
Turkey Island bridge or Turkey Creek.

The gun-boats located near the mouth of
Turkey Creek and engaged at this time and
the next day were the Galena, Aroosivofk, and
Mahaska, under the special charge of Com-
modore John Rodgers of the navy. At the
request of General McClellan they had been
sent up the river by Admiral Goldsborough,
to protect the vessels loaded with supplies
which had been ordered up in the middle of
June. The crews were eager and earnest in
their work and their labors gave effective
warning to the enemy to keep beyond the
reach of their guns at other times and places.

Some idea may be formed from the fol-
lowing incident of how indifferent to noises
or unconscious of sudden alarms one may
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become when asleep, under the sense of perfect security or
from the effect of fatigue. For several days I had been able
to secure but little sleep, other than such as I could catch
on horseback, or while resting for a few minutes. During
this heavy artillery firing I was asleep in the Malvern house.
Although the guns were within one hundred yards of me,
and the windows and doors were wide open, I was greatly
surprised some two hours afterwards, when informed that
the engagement had taken place. For weeks I had slept
with senses awake to the sound of distant cannon, and even
of a musket-shot, and would be instantly aroused by either.
But on this occasion I had gone to sleep free from care,
feeling confident that however strong an attack might be
made, the result would be the repulse of the enemy without
much damage to us. My staff, as much in need of rest as
myself, sympathized with me and let me sleep.

Our forces lay on their arms during the night, in sub-
stantially the positions I have described, patiently awaiting
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(DREAWN BY HARRY FENN, AFTER PHOTOGRAFH BY E,

<7 the attack expected on the following day. :

w2 McCall's division of Pennsylvania Reserves, under Gen-

Za eral Truman Seymour, arrived during the night and was
~| posted just in front of the Malvern house, and was held
g in reserve, to be called upon for service only in case of
£ absolute necessity. This division had reached me at New
% Market cross-roads, at midnight of the 2gth, greatly in need
§ of rest. This fact, and the necessity that a reliable force
£ should hold that point until the whole army had crossed

the White Oak Swamp and the trains had passed to the
rear, compelled the assignment of McCall to the performance
of that duty. During the afternoon of the 3oth he was
attacked by large forces of the enemy, which he several
times repulsed, but failed to enjoy the advantages of his
success through the recklessness and irrepressible impetuos-
ity of his men or forgetfulness of orders by infantry subordi-
nates. They were strictly cautioned, unless unusual fortune
favored them, not to pass through a battery for the purpose
of pursuing a repulsed enemy, and under no circumstances
toreturn in face of one, so as to check its fire. In the
excitement of presumed success at repulsing a heavy attack,
a brigade pushed after a rapidly fleeing foe, and was impul-
sively joined by its neighbors who wished not to be excelled
in dash or were perhaps encouraged by injudicious orders.
Passing through their own batteries as they advanced, they
lost the benefit of their fire, as they did also when returning
after being repulsed and pursued by the enemy’s reserves.
Disregard of these principles at this time caused heavy
losses of men and led to the demoralization at a critical
moment of one good volunteer battery and the capture,
through no fault of its captain, of one of the best batteries
of the regular army. This battery was commanded by Cap-
tain A. M. Randol, a brave and accomplished artillery
officer of the regular army. This division had otherwise
suffered heavily. At Gaines’s Mill it had lost, by capture,
one of the ablest generals, John F. Reynolds, with other
gallant and efficient officers and men, captured, killed, and
wounded. Its misfortunes culminated in the capture at New
Market cross-roads of McCall, the wounding of General
George G. Meade, his able assistant, and the loss of many
excellent subordinates. Fortunately the brave and experi-
enced soldier, General Seymour, with his worthy officers,
escaped to lead the survivors of the division to our camp,

round and from the meadow (not vis
Wright in his report.

FROM THE FEDERAL LINE NEAR THE WEST HOUSE.
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where they were welcomed by their sympa-
thizing comrades.

Early on Tuesday our lines were re-formed
and slightly advanced to take full advantage
of the formation of the ground, the artillery

MAJOR-GEN. GEORGE SYKES. (FROM A PHOTOGRAPH BY BRADY.)

of the front line being reposted in command-
ing positions, and placed under General Grif-
fin’s command, but under Captain Weeden’s*
care, just behind the crest of the hill. The
infantry was arranged between the artillery to
protect and be protected by its neighbors, and
prepared to be thrown forward, if at any time
advisable, so as not to interfere with the artil-
lery fire.

The corps of Heintzelman and Sumner had
arrived during the night, and taken position in
the order named to the right and rear of
Couch’s division, protecting that flank effec-
tively towards Western Run. They did not
expect to be seriously engaged, but were ready
to resist attack and to give assistance to the

* Captain William B. Weeden, in a recent letter (May 24, 1883),
says of the battle: ““It was a fine afternoon, hot but tempered by
acooling breeze, The soldiers waited ; patience, not courage, kept
them steady. The ranks were full now; each knew that in him-
self he might be a possible victor or a possible victim at nightfall.
Crew’s deserted house, more hospitable than its owner, had fur-
nished a luxury seldom enjoyed on the field. Water, nat warm in
the canteen, but iced, in a delf pitcher, with civilized glasses,
was literally “ handed round,” Ganymedes there were none and
of Hebes yet fewer, but Olympus never furnished more welcome
nectar. Pickets and skirmishers had kept us informed of the op-
posing formations and of batteries going into position, The sharp-
shooters” bullets began to thicken. Action might begin at any
moment, and between two and three o'clock it did begin. Out of
the woods, puffs of smoke from guns and nearer light wreaths
from their shells lent new colors to the green of woods and fields
and the deep blue sky. The musketry eracked before it loudened
into a roar and whizzing bullets mingled with ragged exploding
shells. The woods swarmed with butternut coats and gray. These
colors were worn by a lively race of men and they stepped forward
briskly, firing as they moved. The regimental formations were
plainly visible, with the colors flying. It was the onset of battle
with the good order of a review.” In this first heavy skirmish —
the prelude of the main action — Magruder's right made a deter-
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center and left, if circumstances should require
it. At an early hour in the day Sumner kindly
sent me Caldwell’s brigade, as he thought T
might need help. This brigade I placed near
Butterfield,who was directed to send it forward
wherever needed or called for. He sent it to
Couchatan opportune moment early in the day.

General McClellan, accompanied by his
staff, visited our lines at an early hour, and ap-
proved my measures and those of General
Couch, or changed them where it was deemed
advisable. Though he left me in charge of that
part of the field occupied by Couch, I at no
time undertook to control that general, or
even indicated a desire to do so, but with full
confidence in his ability, which was justified
by the result of his action, left him free to act
in accordance with his own judgment. I co-
operated with him fully, however, having
Morell's batteries, under Weeden, posted so as
to protect his front, and sending him help when
I saw he needed it. His division, though it
suffered severely in the battle of Fair Oaks,
had seen less service and met with fewer losses
in these “seven days’ battles” than any one
of my three, and was prepared with full ranks
to receive an attack, seeming impatient and
eager for the fight. Its conduct soon con-
firmed this impression. Batteries of Hunt's
reserve artillery were sent to him when needed
—as well as Caldwell’s brigade, voluntarily
sent to me early in the day by Sumner, and
also Sickles’s brigade, borrowed of Heintzel-
man for the purpose.

About ten A. M. the enemy’s skirmishers and
artillery began feeling for us along our line;
they kept up a desultory fire until about twelve
o’clock, with no severe injury to our infantry,
who were well masked, and who revealed but
little of our strength or position by retaliatory
firing or exposure.

Up to this time and to nearly one o'clock our
infantry were resting upon their arms and
waiting the moment, certain to come, when
the column of the enemy rashly advancing

mined attack by way of the meadow to pierce Griffin's line to
turn Ames's Battery and to break the solid advantages of position
held by the Union Torces.

The brunt of the blow fell upon Colonel MeQuade's 14th New
York. This was a gallant regiment which had suffered much in
the rough work at Gaines’s Mill. The Confederate charge was
sudden and heavy. The New Yorkers began to give ground, and
it looked for a moment asif the disasters of Gaines’s Mill might be
repeated.  But only for a moment. The men stiffened up to the
color line, charged forward with a cheer, and drove back the
enemy. Weeden's Rhode Island Battery of three-inch rifled ord-
nance guns had lost three pieces at Gaines's Mill. The remaining
guns, under command of Lieutenant Waterman, were stationed
south and west of Crew's, fronting left and reirward. It was the
angle of our position and so far west that Tyler's heavy guns mistook
it for the enemy and fired 434-inch shells into it. One caused severe
casualties. The battery was withdrawn from this dangerous range,
and laterin the afternoon, when the main action was raging, Wa-
terman’s three guns, with two of the same type under Lieutenant
Phillips of Massachusetts, relieved Kingsbury and Hazlitt's
regular batteries of Parrotts on Couch’s right. The service here
was admirable. Waterman with only half a battery had a whole
company of experienced gunners, When the ammunition gave
out they were in turn relieved by a fresh battery.”— Eprror,
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would render it necessary to expose
themselves. Our desire was to hold the
enemy where our artillery would be
most destructive, and to reserve our
infantry ammunition for close quarters
to repel the more determined assaults
of our obstinate and untiring foe. At-
tacks by brigade were made upon
Morell, both on his left front and on
his right, and also upon Couch ; but
our artillery, admirably handled, with-
out exception, was generally sufficient
to repel all such efforts and to drive
back the assailants in confusion, after
great losses.

While the enemy’s artillery was fir-
ing upon us General Sumner withdrew
part of his corps to the slope of Mal-
vern Hill to the right of the Malvern
house which descended into the val-
ley of Western Run. Then, deeming
it advisable to withdraw all our troops
to that line, he ordered me to fall back
to the Malvern house; but I pro-
tested that such a movement would
be disastrous, and declined to obey
the order until I could confer with
General McClellan, who had approved
of the disposition of our troops. For-
tunately Sumner did not insist upon
my complying with the order, and, as
we were soon vigorously attacked, he
advanced his troops to a point where
he was but little disturbed by the en-
emy, but from which he could quickly render
aid in response to calls for help or where need
for help was apparent.

On one occasion, when I sent an urgent re-
quest for two brigades, Sumner read my note
aloud, and, fearing he could not stand another
draft on his forces, was hesitating to respond,
when Heintzelman, ever prompt and gene-
rous, sprang to his feet and exclaimed: « By
Jove ! if Porter asks for help, I know he needs
it and I will send it.” The immediate result
was the sending of Meagher by Sumner and
Sickles by Heintzelman. This was the sec-
ond time that Sumner had selected and sent
me Meagher's gallant Irish brigade, and
each time it rendered invaluable service. 1
served under General Heintzelman up to the
capture of Yorktown, and learned to know
him well, as he did me. I ever gratefully ap-
preciated his act as the prompting of a thought-
ful, generous, and chivalrous nature.

These spasmodic though sometimes formi-
dable attacks of our antagonists, at different
points along our whole front, up to about four
o’clock, were presumably demonstrations or
feelers, to ascertain our strength, preparatory
to their engaging in more serious work. An

BRIG.-GENERAL LEWIS A. ARMISTEAD, C. 5. ARMY.
BURG, FOREMOST IN THE FAMOUS CHARGE OF PICKETT'S DIVISION.
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KILLED AT GETTYS-

ominous silence, similar to that which had
preceded the attack in force along our whole
line at Gaines’s Mill, now intervened, until, at
about 5:30 o'clock, the enemy opened upon
both Morell and Couch with artillery from
nearly the whole of his front, and soon after-
wards pressed forward his columns of infantry,
first on one and then on the other, or on both.
As if moved by a reckless disregard of life,
equal to that displayed at Gaines’s Mill, with a
determination to capture our army, or destroy
it by driving us into the river, regiment after
regiment, and brigade after brigade, rushed
at our batteries; but the artillery of both
Morell and Couch mowed them down with
shrapnel, grape, and canister ; while our infan-
try, withholding their fire until the enemy were
within short range, scattered the remnants of
their columns, sometimes following them up
and capturing prisoners and colors.

As column after column advanced, only to
meet the same disastrous repulse, the sight
became one of the most interesting imaginable.
The fearful havoce of the rapidly bursting shells
from guns arranged so as to sweep any position
far and near, and in any direction, was terrible
to behold. Theterrifichail could not be borne,
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THE WEST HOUSE, LOOKING TOWARDS THE CREW HOUSE.

(DRAWN BY HARRY FENN, AFTER PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDERSON.)

[This house was the dividing point between Couch’s division and Morell's line, the artillery fronting the fence and being nearly

on the line indicated by it.

andsuch as were left of the diminished columns
precipitately fled ormarchedrapidly to therear,
sometimes followed by our infantry, whose
shots leveled many more of their brave men.
Pressed to the extreme as they were, the cour-
age of our men was fully tried. 'The safety of
our army— the life of the Union —was felt to
be at stake.

In one case the brigades of Howe, Aber-
crombie, and Palmer, of Couch’s division,
under impulse gallantly pushed after the re-
treating foe, captured colors, and advanta-
geously advanced the right of the line, but at
considerable loss and great risk. The bri-
gades of Morell, cool, well disciplined, and
easily controlled, let the enemy return after
each repulse, but permitted few to escape
their fire. Colonel McQuade, on Morell’s
left, with the Fourteenth New York, against
orders and at the risk of defeat and disaster,
yielding to impulse, gallantly dashed for-
ward and repulsed an attacking party. As-
sisted by Buchanan of Sykes’s division, Col-
onel Rice, with the Forty-fourth New York
Volunteers, likewise drove a portion of the

The West house was occupied as headquarters by General Couch.—EDiToR.]

enemy from the field, taking a flag bearing the
motto “ Seven Pines.” Colonel Hunt, directing
the artillery, was twice dismounted by having
his horse shot under him, but though constantly
exposed continued his labors until after dark.
General Couch who was also dismounted, in
like manner, took advantage of every oppor-
tunity to make his opponents feel his blows.

It is not to be supposed that our men,
though concealed by the irregularities of the
ground, were not sufferers from the enemy’s
fire. The fact is that before they exposed
themselves by pursuing the enemy, the ground
was literally covered with the killed and
wounded from dropping bullets and bursting
shells and their contents; but they bravely
bore the severe trial of having to remain in-
active under a damaging fire.

As Morell's ranks became thinned and
ammunition was exhausted, other regiments
eagerly advanced ; all were stimulated by the
hope of a brilliant and permanent success,
and nerved by the approving shouts of their
comrades and the cry of ¢ Revenge, boys!”
“ Remember McLean!” ¢ Remember Black!”
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VIEW FROM THE MEADOW WEST OF THE CREW HOUSE.

{Thc Crew house is in the extreme right of the picture. The
hill to the left is the high ground shown on page 62z. The ravine
between the two is the ravine shown in the right of the picture,
page 623. At the time of the battle the low ground was in wheat,
partly shocked, affording protection for the %rnion sharp-shooters

“ Remember Gove!” or “ Remember Cass!”
The brave and genial Black and McLean and
Gove had been killed at Gaines’s Mill ; Wood-
bury and Cass (two noble heroes) were then
lying before them. Colonel McQuade was
the only regimental commander of Griffin’s
brigade who escaped death during the Seven
Days, and he only as by a miracle, for he was
constantly exposed.

During that ominous silence of which I
have spoken, I determined that our oppo-
nents should reap no advantage, even if our
lines yielded to attack, and therefore posted
batteries, as at Gaines’s Mill, to secure against
the disaster of a break in our lines, should
such a misfortune be ours. For this purpose
I sent Weed, Carlisle, and Smead, with their
batteries, to the gorge of the roads on Crew’s
Hill, from which the enemy must emerge in pur-
suit if he should break our lines ; instructing
them to join in the fight if necessary, but not to
permit the advance of the foe, even if it must
be arrested at the risk of firing upon friends.
To these Colonel Hunt added three batteries
of horse artillery. Though they were all thus
posted and their guns loaded with double
canister, ¢ they were,” as Captain Smead re-

(DRAWN BY HARRY FENN, AFTER PHOTOGRAFH BY ANDERSON.)

under Berdan. TFarther to the left, up this valley, and in the rear
of the hill, was the right of the Confederate line, which late in the
evening made several assaults upon the Crew Hill, by way of the
ravine and meadow, —Ep1Tor. |

ported, “ very happy to find their services not
needed on that occasion.”

It was at this time, in answer to my call for
aid, that Sumner sent me Meagher and Heint-
zelman sent Sickles; both of whom reached me
in the height of battle, when, if ever, fresh troops
would renew our confidence and insure our
success. While riding rapidly forward to meet
Meagher, who was approaching ata ¢ double-
quick ” step, my horse fell, throwing me over
his head, much to my discomfort both of body
and mind. On rising and remounting, I was
greeted with hearty cheers, which alleviated
my chagrin. This incident gave rise to the
report, spread through the country, that I
was wounded.

Fearing that T might fall into the hands of
the enemy, and if so that my diary and dis-
patch-book of the campaign, then on my
person, would meet with the same fate and
reveal information to the injury of our cause, I
tore it up, scattering the pieces to the winds, as
I rode rapidly forward, leading Meagher into
action. I have always regretted my act as
destroying interesting and valuable memo-
randa of our campaign.

Advancing with Meagher’s brigade, accom-



628

panied by my staff, I soon found that our
forces had successfully driven back their assail-
ants. Determined, if possible, satisfactorily to
finish the contest, regardless of the risk of
being fired upon by our artillery in case of
defeat, I pushed on beyond our lines into the
woods held by the enemy. About fifty yards
in front of us, a large force of the enemy
suddenly rose and opened with fearful volleys
upon our advancing line. I turned to the bri-
gade, which thus far had kept pace with my
horse, and found it standing, “like a stone
wall,” and returning a fire more destructive
than it received and from which the enemy
fled. The brigade was planted. My presence
was no longer needed, and I sought General
Sickles, whom 1 found giving aid to Couch.
I had the satisfaction of learning that night
that a Confederate detachment, undertaking
to turn Meagher's left, was met by a portion
of the Sixty-ninth New York Regiment, which,
advancing, repelled the attack and captured
many prisoners.

After seeing that General Sickles was in a
proper position, I returned to my own corps,
where I was joined by Colonel Hunt with
some thirty-two-pounder howitzers. Taking

MAJOR-GEN. WILLIAM MAHONE, C. 5. ARMY.
(FROM A PHOTOGRAFH BY BRADY.)

THE LAST OF THE SEVEN DAYS’ BATTLES.

AT MALVERN
HILL, COLONEL OF THE FOURTEENTH N. Y.
(FROM A PHOTOGRAPH BY BRADY.)

GENERAL JAMES McQUADE, DIED 1885,

those howitzers, we rode forward beyond our
lines, and, in parting salutation to our oppo-
nents, Colonel Hunt sent a few shells, as a
warning of what would be ready to welcome
them on the morrow if they undertook to
disturb us.

Almost at the crisis of the battle — just be-
fore the advance of Meagher and Sickles —
the gun-boats on the James River opened their
fire with the good intent of aiding us, but
either mistook our batteries at the Malvern
house for those of the enemy, or were unable
to throw their projectiles beyond us. If the
former was the case, their range was well
estimated, for all their shot landed in or close
by Tyler's battery, killing and wounding a
few of his men. Fortunately members of our
excellent signal-service corps were present as
usual on such occasions; and the message sig-
naled to the boats, “ For God’s sake, stop
firing,” promptly relieved us from further dam-
age and the demoralization of a “fire in the
rear.” Reference is occasionally seen in Con-
federate accounts of this battle to the fearful
sounds of the projectiles from those gun-boats.
But that afternoon not one of their projectiles
passed beyond my headquarters; and I have
alwaysbelieved and said, as has General Hunt,
that the enemy mistook the explosions of shells
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from Tyler's siege-gunsand Kusserow’s thirty-
two-pounder howitzers, which Hunt had car-
ried forward, for shells from the gun-boats.

While Colonel Hunt and I were returning
from the front about nine o’clock, we were
joined by Colonel Colburn, of McClellan’s
staff. We all rejoiced over the day’s success.
By these officers I sent mes-
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Averell found himself accidentally without ar-
tillery to protect his command in its difficult
task of preventing an attack before our rear
was well out of range. He at once arranged
his cavalry in bodies to represent horse bat-
teries, and, manceuvring them to create the
impression that they were artillery ready for

sages to the commanding
general, expressing the hope
that our withdrawal had
ended and that we should
hold the ground we now
occupied, even if we did not
assume the offensive. From
my stand-point I thought
we could maintain our posi-
tion, and perhaps in a few
days could improve it by
advancing. But I knew only
the circumstances beforeme,
and these were limited by
controlling influences. It
was now after nine o'clock
at night. Within an hour of
the time that Colonels Hunt
and Colburn left me, and
before they could have
reached the commanding
general, I received orders
from him to withdraw, and
to direct Generals Sumner
and Heintzelman to move
at specified hours to Harri-
son’s Landing, and General
Couch to rejoin his corps,
which was then under way
to the same point.

These orders were imme-
diately sent to the proper
officers, and by daybreak
July 2d our troops, preceded
by their trains, were well on
their way to their destina-
tion, which they reached
that day, greatly wearied
after a hard march over muddy roads, in the
midst of a heavy rain. That night, freed from
care and oblivious of danger, all slept a long
sleep; and they woke the next morning with
the clear sun, a happier, brighter, and stronger
body of men than that which all the day
before, depressed and fatigued, had shivered
in the rain.

The conductof the rear-guard was intrusted
to Colonel Averell, commander of the Third
Pennsylvania Cavalry, sustained by Colonel
Buchanan, with his brigade of regulars, and
the Sixty-seventh New York Regiment. No
trying trust was ever better bestowed or more
satisfactorily fulfilled. At daybreak Colonel

VoL, XXX.—67.

BERDAN'S SHARP-SHOOTERS (OF MORELL'S DIVISION) SKIRMISHING IN THE
MEADOW WHEAT-FIELD.

action, he secured himself from attack until
the rest of the army and trains had passed
sufficiently to the rear to permit him to retire
rapidly without molestation, His stratagem
was successful, and without loss he rejoined
the main body of the army that night. Thus
ended the memorable “ Seven Days’ battles,”
which, for severity and for stubborn resistance
and endurance of hardships by the contestants,
were not surpassed during the war. Each an-
tagonist accomplished the results for which he
aimed : one insuring the temporary relief of
Richmond ; the other gaining security on the
north bank of the James, where the Union
army, if our civil and military authorities were
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SCENE OF THE CONFEDERATE ATTACK ON WEST SIDE OF CREW'S HILL, LOOKING FROM THE CREW HOUSE SOUTH-WEST

TOWARD THE JAMES RIVER.

(DRAWK BY HARRY FENN, AFTER PHOTOGRAFH BY ANDERSON. }

[The Confederates came down the valley or meadow from the right, and advanced up this slope toward the two guns of Weeden,
which were supported by the Fourteenth New York. The road across the meadow leads to
Holmes's position on the River road. —EpiTor. |

disposed, could be promptly reénforced, and
from whence only, as subsequent events
proved, it could renew the contest success-
fully. Preparations were commenced and
dispositions were at once made under every
prospect, if not direct promise, of large reén-
forcements for a renewal of the struggle on
the south side of the James, and in the same
manner as subsequently brought a successful
termination of the war.

In the Fifth Corps, however, mourning
was mingled with rejoicing., Greatly injured
by the mishap of a cavalry blunder at
Gaines’s Mill,* it had at Malvern, with the
brave and gallant help of Couch and the
generous and chivalric assistance of Heintzel-
man and Sumner, successfully repulsed the
foe in every quarter, and was ready to renew
the contest at an opportune moment. Our
killed and wounded were numbered by thou-
sands; the loss of the Confederates may be
imagined.t

= It is proper to say here that General Philip St
George Cooke who commanded this cavalry has
written to deny the statement made by General Porter
in his paper on the battle of Gaines’s Mill, that the
loss of that battle was due in part to the charge of
this body of cavalry. General Cooke’s communication
will appear in an early number of THE CENTURY.—
EDIror. .

t It is impossible to estimate the casualties of each
of these battles, so quickly did one battle follow an-

While taking Meagher’s brigade to the
front, I crossed a portion of the ground over
which a large column had advanced to at-
tack us, and had a fair opportunity of judg-
ing of the effect of our fire upon the ranks of
the enemy. It was something fearful and sad
to contemplate; few steps could be taken
without trampling upon the body of a dead
or wounded soldier, or without hearing a pit-
eous cry, begging our party to be careful. In
some places the bodies were in continuous
lines and in heaps. In Mexico I had seen
fields of battle on which our armies had been
victorious, and had listened to pitiful appeals ;
but the pleaders were not of my countrymen
then, and did not, as now, cause me to deplore
the effects of a fratricidal war.

Sadder still were the trying scenes 1 met in
and around the Malvern house, which at an
early hour that day had been given up to the
wounded, and was soon filled with our un-
fortunate men, suffering from all kinds of

other. Our total loss in these battles is recorded as
15,849 (“ Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies,” Vol. XI., Part 2, page 37), while that of the
Confederates sums up to 20,158 (74id., p. 973 to 984).
The loss in the Fifth Corps was 7,601 of the 15,849
loss of the Union army. This does not include the
losses of Slocum’s division and Cooke’s cavalry en-
gaged with us at Gaines’s Mill, nor of Couch’sdivision
and the brigades of Caldwell, Meagher, and Sickles
serving with it at Malvern.— F. J.
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wounds. At night, after issuing orders for the
withdrawal of our troops, I passed through
the building and the adjoining hospitals with
my senior medical officer, Colonel George
H. Lyman. Our object was to inspect the
actual condition of the men, to arrange for
their care and comfort, and to cheer them as
best we could. Here, as usual, were found
men mortally wounded by necessity left un-
attended by the surgeons, so that prompt and
proper care might be given to those in whom
there was hope of recovery. It seemed as if
the physician was cruel to one in doing his
duty by being merciful to another whose life
might be saved.

While passing through this improvised hos-
pital I heard of many sad cases. One was
that of the major of the Twelfth New York
Volunteers, a brave and gallant officer, highly
esteemed, who was believed to be mortally
wounded. While breathing his last, as was
supposed, a friend asked him if he had any
message to leave. He replied, “ Tell my wife
that in my last thoughts were blended herself,
my boy, and my flag.” Then he asked how
the battle had gone, and when told that we
had been successful he said, *“ God bless the
old fla " and fell back apparently dead.
For a long time he was mourned as dead, and
it was believed that he had expired with the
prayer left unfinished on his closing lips.
Though still an invalid, suffering from the
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wound then received, that officer recovered to
renew his career in the war, and now, for rec-
reation, engages in lively contests of political
warfare.

On the occasion of this visit we frequently
met with scenes which would melt the stoutest
heart : bearded men piteously begging to be
sent home ; others requesting that a widowed
mother or orphan sisters might be cared for ;
more sending messages to wife or children,
or to others near and dear to them. We saw
the amputated limbs and the bodies of the
dead hurried out of the room for burial. Cn
every side we heard the appeals of the unat-
tended, the moans of the dying, and the
shrieks of those under the knife of the surgeon.
We gave what cheer we could, and left with
heavy hearts, There was no room then for
ambitious hopes of promotion ; prayers to God
for peace, speedy peace, that our days might
be thereafter devoted to efforts to avert another
war, and that never again should the country
be afflicted with such a scourge, filled our
hearts as we passed from those mournful scenes.

At noon on the 4th of July the usual
national salute was fired in honor of the day,
and the different corps parading in front of
their respective camps were reviewed by
General McClellan. As he passed from bri-
gade to brigade, the army showed its cheer-
ful spirit and its confidence in its commander
by hearty cheers,

REPULSE OF CONFEDERATES ON THE SLOPE OF CREW'S HILL. (SEE TPREVIOUS PAGE.)
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General McClellan, as opportunity offered,
made a few remarks full of hope and encour-
agement, thanking the men in most feeling
terms for their uniform bravery, fortitude,
and good conduct, but intimating that this
was not the last of the campaign.

THE LAST OF THE SEVEN DAYS BATTLES.

that he was to have command of both armies
after their junction,® but he preferred, as a
speedy and the only practicable mode of tak-
ing Richmond, retention on the James, and
the renewal of the contest from the south
bank, for which he had commenced opera-
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4.

THE PARSONAGE, NEAR MALVERN HILL.

[This house was in the rear ot the Confederate line, which
was formed in the woods shown in the background. It was
used as a Confederate hospital after the fight. The road is
the Church road, and the view is from near C, W. Smith's,

Contrary, however, to his expectations, the
Peninsular campaign of the Army of the Po-
tomac for 1862 virtually ended on the 4th of
July. Trom that date to August 14th, when
the army took up its march for Fort Monroe,
its commander was engaged in the struggle
to retain it on the James, as against the de-
termination of the Secretary of War to with-
draw it to the line of the Rappahannock,
there to act in conjunction with the Army of
Virginia.

General McClellan was assured, in writing,

* At the time, it was publicly announced that General
Halleck would assume command and take the field.
General Pope had reason to believe that ““he would
eventually supersede McClellan,”” and McDowell had

which was for a short time the headquarters of General Lee.
The trees of this neighborhood were riddled with bullets and
torn with shell, and this spring the corn was growing out of
many a soldier’s grave.—EDITOR. ]

tions. During this struggle he intelligently
labored, omitting nothing which would insure
the removal of the army without loss of men
and material. This movement commenced at
sundown on the r4th of August.

The withdrawal of the army changed the
issue from the capture of Richmond to the
security of Washington, transferred to the
Federals the anxiety of the Confederates for
their capital, and sounded an alarm through-
out the Northern States.

Fitz John Porter.

been so satisfied of his future supremacy that he con-
fided to a friend that “he would be at the highest
round of the ladder.”—T. J. P.



