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THE PRESS IN THE PROVINCES

BY ALFRED F. ROBBINS.

HEN Charles IT. was wander-
ing in exile, he complained,
from his safe but needy
quarters on the Continent,
to his harried friends in
Britain that he had to get
all his Scottish news from
“the London prints.”
The time was not then to
be foreseen when the press
in the provinces would
relatively hold as impor-
tant a place in the news-
paper world as that of the

«  metropolis. And yet, para-

doxically enough, it was in the provinces, and

in the reign of this restored king, that the
immediate parent of the oldest —existing

London journal was born. It was likewise in

the country, and before that same seventeenth

century had run its course, that there were
established the two English journals, which
can fairly be called newspapers, that have
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AN EARLY PROVINCIAL JOURNAL.

survived in unbroken continuity of issue to
this day.

Provincial journalism, however, had its
origin even before the early dates just indi-
cated. Tt is claimed that 1639 saw the publi-
cation of a paper at Newcastle-upon-Tyne,

MR. J. T. BUNCE, EDITOR OF THE B/RMINGHANM

POST.
(Fron: a photegrapl by Whitwerth Wallace, Esq., Birmingham.)

during the troubled period that Charles L
was in the North just before the outbreak of
the Great Rebellion. A MWercurius Aulicus
is asserted to have been printed in 1642 at
Birkenhead, of all unlikely places, for issue by
a bookseller “near Queen's College, Oxford™;
and there was a Mercurius Hibermcus, not in
Dublin but at Bristol, in 1644. But Tuesday,
November 14th, 1663, 15 to be marked as the
real red-letter day in the English journalistic
calendar, for it was then that the first number
appeared of the Oxford Gazetle, a govern-
mental publication issued in the university
city because the Court had settled there for
some period after the Great Plague. For
eleven weeks it had an existence ; but on
February sth, 1666, it gave place by the mere
force of circumstances to the London Gaszette,
which venerable but absolutely unreadable
print has itsterrorsfor certain of the lieges until
to-day. Yet the provinces had their revenge,
for, while the Morning Post, the doyen of
metropolitan journals, dates from 1772, the
Zimes from 1778, and the Morning Adveritiser
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from 1794, there is still weekly to be pur-
chased the Zincoln, Rutland, and Stamford
Mercury, which, established in 1693, has
maintained, with similar title, an unbroken
issue of a full two centuries. In strict point
of age this remarkable record is claimed to
be beaten by Berrow's Worcester Journal,
which, under another name, earliest saw the
light in 1690. This aged but still active
print proudly boasts, therefore, that it is the
oldest provincial newspaper in the United
Kingdom ; it claims as among its special
clients *the nobility, gentry, agriculturists,
and professional classes;” and it may be
thought to regard its competitor, the Worces-
ter Herald, born in 1792, as little more than
a lusty juvenile. The two earliest decades of
the eighteenth century furnish similar in-
stances of unbroken publication from Norwich,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and Leeds, and up to
a very few years ago did so in another
example from Nottingham. And thus, from
a date distinctly anterior to 1726, when the
important but scarcely absorbing L/oyd’s List
first drew breath in London, and remains the
oldest private news enterprise the English
metropolis knows, provincial journalismi has
not only lived but thrived.

For a very long time after this carly foun-
dation, however, the country newspapers fed

MR. C, P, SCOTT, M.P., EDITOR OF THE MANCHESTER
GUARDIAN.

(From a photograph by Frans Bawm, Manchester,)

largely upon their London contemporaries.
Local news was little sought for at first, and
obviously the papers of the capital formed the
most accessible quarry for general informa-
tion. It was only gradually that this system
of compilation was droppéd ; but with the
increased facilities for communication, not
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THE ORIGINAL OF THE LONDON GAZETTE,

only by train but by telegraph, it has practic-
ally vanished, and with that change has come
a distinct elevation in the journalism of the
provinces. Time was when the country
newspaper, in regard to national affairs, was
little more than the pale reflex of the London

journal, in its opinions as well as its news.

That state of things no longer exists ; and
although there still lingers in some quarters
the tradition that England is governed by a
few gentlemen who gather up in vapour in
Pall Mall during the day the opinions they
pour forth in flood in Fleet Street at night,
those who know anything of the sturdy
politicians of the provinces are aware that
local organs of public opinion have a far
greater electoral influence than any that
come from the capital.

The truth of this can best be judged if
there be taken as types of all that is best
in provincial journalism halfa-dozen of the
leading daily newspapers published outside
the English metropolis. Were it possible,
within the space that can be devoted to the
subject, the list of six could be expanded to



MR. C. A, COOPER, EDITOR OF THE SCOTSMAN.
(From a photograph by W. Crooke, Edinburgh.)

sixteen or six-and-twenty; but even those
which are omitted from the chosen half-dozen
will scarcely object to the Bermingham Daily
Post and the Manchester Guardian being
taken as typical of the English provincial
press ; the Scofsman and the Glasgow Herald
of the Scottish ; and the Freeman's Journal
and the Northern Wiheg of the Irish. While no
one is likely to contend that the richest news-
paper necessarily displays the ripest wisdom,

MR. CHARLES RUSSELL, EDITOR OF THE GLASGOI
HERALD.

(From a photograph by W, M. Warneuke, Glaseow.)

Casserr’s Famiry MAacaziveg,

or that the best advertising sheet is 7250 facto
the finest journal, it may be held, generally
speaking, that influence and prosperity are
in these matters closely linked. “1I respect
that paper,” observed a leading actress of one
of the best-known provincial dailies ; it
makes me pay more for my advertisements
than any other.” And in this way of putting
it there was more philosophy than, perhaps,
the gifted lady thought.

Although, reckoned by years, the Brrmng-
fam Post is to be considered a young journal,
dating only from 1857, it has the proud claim
of being the first daily penny newspaper to
be published in any provincial town. _%ndcr
the proprietorship of Mr. John Feeney (with
whom was long associated Sir John Jaffray,
now retired from active public life) and the
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Depuis ic Lundy 17, julqwau Jeudy 20 Aouft, 1696, V.S,

croid éree les Navires Marchands de-
{tinés gour les pais 5, mais le
vene cltare violent au ils furent

o
‘Edimb, e 13 Auiff, 1696.
D'Edmbng, e 13 Anf; obligés derctourner fire leurs pas.

Y Lord Murray ayantelté
nommé Grand Commil
faire du Roy pour préfider

au Parlement de ce Roy-
agme, arriva hier au foic encetee ville ;
My Lord Chancellier & pluficurs
?uigncurs ayanzefle le rencontrer dans
cors Caroles 4 pluficurs miles d'ici,
ainli que plufieurs Gentilthommes &
autres Perlonnes ve qualité & cheval,
avee 1o Lord Prevolt &les Magiltrars
de cerre viile vétus Je leurs Robbes
de ceremonies, los Milices de cetre
ville citant {ous les armes, ainfi que
le Regiment du Colonel Mac-Gill qui
cftoicur ranges en have fur Je chemin,
lorlque fon” Excellence palfa pres de
Muilcburg,

Le Conliil Privé s’eftant affemblé
avjourdhuy, My Lord Murray leur
a faic favuir la volonté du Roy, qui
cft d'ajourner le Parlcmeu:“iufq au
huiticnie du moisde S pro-

D¢ Flimuith, le 14 denfl 1696.

Le 13 de ce mois, le Vice-Amiral
Mitche!l partic de ee Port avee IELL
cidre qu'il commande, pouraller 2
I'Ouklt, Les vaiffeaux de [a Majelté,
le Montague, le Severne & le Med-
way l'.bni: ;_"tmus igdu&a?é{. a; 3:

is trois Capres Franeois de 8,
?&m&d‘czopiocasdctmn;ﬂs[ém-
dirent tousau Medway qui les artagua
d’abord, L'une de ces Prifes fuc en-
voyée ici le 1o du courant, & les
deuxcautres yont eflé amenées aujour-
d'huy; Le 15, ces trois vaiffeaux re-
mircnt 4 la voile, pour aller 4 VEi ;
Le Trident & deux vaiffiaux de guerre
Hollande Ni"il {me jour,

& Baftiments des Cotes fous lour
convoy, allant en Irlande, a Chefter
&aF

chain, & ca confequance de cetee re-
folution, il a cfté ordonnt, qu'on fe-|
i publicr une Proclamacion, ‘pour re-
querie les Depurés au Parlement de fe
rendre en cerems 13, 3 PAflemblée,

Dz Falmoth, le 15 Aesff 1996,
On vid hier i la hauteur de cc Ha-

ith; Les vaiffeaux de guerre
le D tou Plntrepide, 'Qx-
ford, le Falkeland & le Virgind-Prife
y fontauffi arciyés, avec plubicors Na-
vires Marchands charges pour la Vie
inie, Terre-Neuye & aurres lieux;
plufiearsautres Bitimen(Zy enteent

a cetee heure,

De Hal, Ie 17 Aouft 1636,

i, cnviron quamnte voiles qu'on

11 parcit bice du Humbss, une Flotte
dziviron

A FRENCH EDITION OF THE LONDON GAZETTE.

more than thirty vears’ editorship of Mr. J.
Thackray Bunce, the Birminghan Post has
made a position not only in the Midland
capital but in the Midlands generally which
not even the violent political storms of the
last twelve years haveserved toshake. Entirely
jnd::pendelit of all influences, whether of
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person or party, outside its own walls, the
fost, under the editorial guidance of the
historian of Birmingham, has realised what
is understood to have been its unspoken
ambition of becoming the Zimes of the
Midlands. It has preserved, with a rigidity
remarkable in these days of flux, those tradi-
tions of “ the old journalism ' which demand
that the opinions expressed shall be sane, the
language in which they are couched chaste,
and the intelligence which accompanies them
true. Eschewing the more vulgar methods of
attracting the attention of the million, and
resolute in the determination to present to its
readers a newspaper which can be laid upon
every table and read by each member of the
household, Mr. Thackray Bunce and those
associated with him in the various depart-
ments of the Bermingham Post have at least
shown how success in journalism can be
attained without the purveying of scandal,
and without subserving the interests of truth
to the transient necessities of a party, a class,
or a clique.

Deserving in every way of the high praise
that can be given for a sustained stand in
support of all that is best and purest in
journalism, whether London or provincial, is
the Manchester Guardian. This fine news-
paper, which is one of the glories of the
English press, is not merely distinguished for
the fulness and variety of its local intelligence,
but for its desire to rival that attribute of the
Zemes described by Thackeray : “ She has her
ambassadors in every quarter of the world, her
couriers upon every road.” To its credit as
an enterprising journal is to be laid the fact
that it is not content to share with others its
information as to what is passing in the great
centres of the world’s affairs. It has not only
its own correspondent in the English metro-
polis ; it is specially represented in more than
one foreign capital ; and in time of war it
presents its readers with despatches prepared
by those of its own staff who, having one eye
on the battle-ficld, have the other on Man-
chester. Outsiders whisper with bated breath
as to the distinguished personages in politics
and journalism who at one time or another
have contributed to the Manchester Guardian.
The judicious alwavs preserve a reasonable
amount of dubiety about legends like these ;
but no one who reads this newspaper can
doubt that Mr. C. P. Scott, the editor—now
member for the Leigh division of Lancashire,
after more than one severe fight to enter the
House of Commons by another door—con-
tinues to surround himself with a staff’ which
daily presents to the readers of that newspaper
an amount and variety of information which
more than one London journal of established
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reputation has apparently never dreamed it
possible to secure.

Forty years ago that shrewd gossip and
accomplished contributor to the quarterly
magazines, Abraham Hayward, wrote to Mr.
Gladstone : “In Scotland and the far North
the cheap papers have gained enormously on
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Bing a Tiue and Tupartial Goll:tion of the woft material Tranfactions,
bot at Home and Abroad,

Fripary, Ofober 9. 1719,

GinTLEMEN,

LROOUGSD Have here undereaken to Prine 2 Weelly M ews-Pasre, which T
S20b 3 opbs & dncend (with God’s Permiffion) to Publith crery Fliday Merming
5% 1 2% ot Ladlw, and will be difpers'd 30 or 40 Miles round, by Men
o 7 imploy’d for thar Purpofc: It is gencrally expeéied when fuch
gty 1hingsare undercihen, that fome Apclogy hould be made, ard not
fnhaaGs begin avmpdy ; T therefore defire to acquaine all my Friends and

Countrymen, and all thofe who will faveur me with their Lind
Perufal of it, that I fhail ufe m{"\!moﬂ. Endeavours tn malie & Truc and Impartial
Colleiion of all the melk svmadialls Paflagee, in Farign Connrrics. as well a5 oug
O,

News-Fapets, and News-Writers, (cis true ) are now-a-days, in this ctitical Age,
wunder many feandalous Cenfures and Reflsttions of impofing upon the World wich
Falfhoods ; but this I have to fay in Behalt of them, That the World is eager of
being acquainted with the News as fonn as poffible ; and therefore, we (to pleafe 'em)
are apt to catch lold of Reporrs which femetimes do not prove tive. However,
€ left I thou'd be thoughe to fide with Falihood ) Tl lcave that to the Juda,u“ of
the wide Warld, hoping fome will give their fwvourable Opinien ; and them
Lnow that 1 Mall Prine for my Credit, as I liope to meer with Encouragement ; and
fhall aveid all fraudulene Inventions to humour Paries, and tell the plain Truch
en both Sides, without Favour or Affciion.

T fhall endeasour lilewife, to pleafe the Fair Sex, by incerting, (now and then)
fome Entertainments for their Diverfion. 8o ( boping to fird thieir Pleafure, by theic
Encouragement ) I conclude, at prefene with the Motto of the Quack Dottor,

1tean, Juvge, and Try, Dan (£ Y Tyr,

Never believe him more; who begsLeave vo fubferibe himflf, one thag is ambitious
%0 be elleem’d

Your Favonszite,
Humble Servant, and
TrroGRAPHER

A “FIRST NUMBER' OF LAST CENTURY.

the London press; but this is more owing
to the telegraph than to the reduction of the
duty. Within a given radius round Aberdeen,
for example, you get all the most interesting
news twenty-four hours before the arrival of
a London paper; and so in proportion round
Edinburgh, Glasgow, ete. ete. T myselfactually
ceased taking in a London paper whilst I was
in Scotland.” 1f so diligent a student of the
daily journals as Hayward could so refrain at
the end of 1853, what is to be said of the
chances of such a course now ?  The answer
is that in the interval the Scottish newspapers
have advanced by strides while their London
rivals have been content to progress only by
steps ; and it would lower the almost Chinese
pride of certain of these latter if for once they
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allowed themselves to look over their own
self-created Great Wall, and see how far the
outer Barbarians have overtaken the metro-
politan Celestials.

The wholesome discipline this would ensure

MR. W, H. BRAYDEN, EDITOR OF THE FREEMAN'S
FOURNAL, DUEBLIN,
(From a plotograph by Werner & Co., Dublin.)

could be imagined from a perusal of the
Scofsman. That newspaper, of course, has
never been ranked even by the most
inveterate Cockney journalist among “ the
mere provincial rags” of his untutored
imagination. Its influence as a literary no
less than as a political organ has been great
and growing ever since its establishment as a
bi-weekly journal in the second decade of the
present century. Among its editors have
been such a renowned political economist as
McCulloch (a personage not far removed from
the M'Croudy so despitefully used by Carlyle);
such a historic journalist as Alexander
Russel (** Russel of the Scotsman,” as he will
always be known) ; and such a typical Scotch
wit as Robert Wallace, now the representative
in Parliament of East Edinburgh. Under the
present editorship, that of Mr. Charles Cooper,
once of the long-departed Mornzng Star, the
Seotsman has lost none of its force, though,
perhaps, it has added a touch to its traditional
gravity which almost approaches to dourness.
And it sustains its reputation for the contents
of its open correspondence columns, which are
not merely of great and varied interest, but
which are palpably not manufactured in the
office or started with a home-made letter,
printed in large type and of singular same-
ness in style, whether supposed to be written

Casserr’s Famiry Macazive.

by a bricfless barrister or a woman of society,
a struggling artisan or a clerk out of employ.
In this particular, as in many another, it has
a formidable rival in the Glasgow Herald,
which, with Mr. Charles Russell as editor, has
touched in these later days the highest point
of both literary and commercial success it has
vet reached. For fulness of reports and
admirable arrangement of news, it may be
doubted indeed whether the Glasgow Herald
has ever been beaten in the provincial press ;
while its advertisement columns perpetually
present the appearance, temporarily claimed
for South Africa and *“ Westralia,” that of a
vast and virtually inexhaustible gold-mine.
When we cross the Irish Sea, it is to find a
number of journals of historic renown and
political consequence. There is, perhaps, no
paper in these islands which possesses a longer
tradition of fame than the Freeman's Journal
of Dublin, now edited by Mr. W. H. Brayden,
who, when the National Press was amal-
gamated with it some three or four years
since, succeeded Mr. W. J. McDowell in the
chair. The Freeman, as it is popularly called,
has been ranged on the Nationalist side
throughout its long career of not far short of
a century and a half ; and among its directors
to-day are such prominent Irish politicians
as Mr. Sexton and Mr. Dillon. It has of
late years seen a rival Nationalist organ,
the Daily Independent, with Dr. Byrne as its
editor, arise and keenly contest the supremacy;
while Dublin has two other morning journals
in the Zrzsh Zimes, which may be regarded
more especially as the organ of the commercial

SIR EDWARD RUSSELL, EDITOR OF THE LIFERFUOL
DALY POST.

(Frome a photograph by Eiliott & Fry, Baker Sireel, W)
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classes, and the Daily Express, which, under
the editorial command of Dr. Patton, repre-
sents the more rigid Conservative element.
But the Irish capital has to yield a certain
pride of place to the great * linen city " of the
North in regard to journalistic enterprise ; for
while the Belfast Morning News claims to
have been the first penny paper established in
Treland, the Belfast News- Letter submits that,
founded in 1737, it is the ‘oldest newspaper in
that country. The Northern Wikg, of the
same city, which is edited by Mr. Thomas
MecKnight (as it has been for the quarter of a
century that has elapsed since Mr. Frank Hill
exchanged an editorial chair in Belfast for one
in Bouverie Street), is interesting as continuing
to embalm in its title a party-name which was
once so powerful, and is now well-nigh as
dead as Tacker or Abhorrer, Nonjuror or
Robertsman.  Belfast, from the point of
view of its Parliamentary representation, is
politically all of one colour; but its news-
papers represent every phase of the faction-
fighting which has disturbed Ireland for
centuries.

It is at best, however, but an imperfect
sketch that can be here presented of the
varied forms of provincial journalism and of
the forces they embody—how imperfect can
be judged from the necessary cmission of
details concerning such a newspaper as the
Leverpoo! Daily News, with which the name
of Sir Edward Russell is identified, or the
Newcastle Chronicle, with which that of Mr.
Joseph Cowen will be as perpetually asso-
ciated. The ZLeeds Mercury, which gave to
London the journalistic services of Sir Wemyss
Reid, and the Northern Echo, which was not
so selfish as to permanently deprive mankind
of the guiding-hand of Mr. Stead, would
similarly not be forgotten in any lengthened
record of provincial journalism. Tt is to that
phase of newspaper enterprise that London
owes not only such publicists as those
just mentioned, not even alone such men
of mark as Mr. Justin McCarthy and Mr.
T. P. O'Connor, and such a typical journalist
of the best type as the late James Macdonell,
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but a very large proportion of the best sub-
editors, reporters, and other hard workers that
the metropolitan press can boast. It is, indeed,
a London journalist pur sang, in the person
of Sir Edwin Arnold, the leading literary
figure of the Dadly Zelegraph, who has
celebrated in song the glories of the modern
Press, under the name of Ephemera, the Tenth
of the Muses. But provincial journalism can
claim to have its full share in the cry of
triumph concentrated in the lines which tell
how its votaries are
‘* Never once ashamed,

So we be named d
Pressmen—Slaves of the Lamp—Servants of Light "






