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painful to you ; zemorse will pull fiercely at your heart-
strings. But it will rest with yourself to make this
grief the means of your salvation. That is all 1 have
to tell you.”

*To what have you been listening so attentively ?”

“Sophy has been having her fortune—or, more
correctly speaking, her character—told.”

Miss Eastabrook did not turn round. She knew,
when the first syllable reached her ear, that it was
Philip Dacre who was addressing her.
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“I came up only at the fag-end.
was marvellously true.”

“He’s a wonderfully clever fellow, and has, I am
told, devoted years to the study of the subject.”

“ Do you believe in palmistry, then?”

I hardly know. If character can be read from the
features and expression of the face, and proclivities be
determined by the bumps on the head, as physiog-
nomists and phrenologists would tell us, it does
not seem to me to be any very great advance to
declare that the shape of the hand, and the lines and
mounds thereon, give indications of temperament and
character.”

“ Miss Eastabrook, do come and have your fortune
told,” cried one or two.

¢ [ don’t think I should like to have all my short-
comings so freely discussed.”

What I heard
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“Oh, do! You would make such a splendid sub-
ject.”

* But I should certainly go into the tent,” replied
Miss Eastabrook, hesitatingly.

% Yes, do go,” urged Philip.

That was enough. With a half-mocking expression,
Miss Eastabrook entered the tent.

Then the crowd waited for what seemed a very long
while, glancing from time to time at the closely-drawn
curtains, behind which, as they imagined, such in-
teresting facts were being revealed.

At length Miss Eastabrook came forth. She had
gone to hear her fate with a smile on her lips and a
merry light in her eyes. She came from hearing it
pale and stern, with something of that look of terror
that Philip had seen her face wear on the night, now
so long ago, when he had first met her.

She made her way through the crowd straight to his
side, without a word ; and those who had waited, mean-
ing to question her eagerly, shrank away in silence.

“What is it ?” asked Philip, in much anxiety.

“Nothing, At least, I have had a warning. That
is all,” and she tried to smile, failing in the attempt.

“Won’t you tell me about it ?” he asked, gently.

She hesitated.

“Yes, 1 will tell you, if you wish to know,” she said
at length,

END OF CHAVTER THE NINETEENTH.

THE

PUBLIC LIFE OF PUBLIC MEN.

WHAT DOES THE PRINCE OF WALES DO?

NGLAND is the home of con-
stitutional fictions, and we may
include in the interesting cata-
logue the fiction that the Prince
of Wales has nothing to do.
The constitution assigns him no
public work, the Government of
the day dare not give it to him,
and there are persons of sane

mind who, firmly believing in the constitution and the

Government, and shutting their eyes to facts, imagine

that his life must be uneventful, languid, and purely

private.

It is nothing ofthe kind. It was never intended to
be anything of the kind. Even if the constitution had
forgotten the Heir Apparent, the pressure of circum-
stances, the force of his own individuality, and the
splendid example set him by his august father, would,
as we know they have done, have given him a public
life certain to command attention and respect.

The late Prince Albert trained his eldest son with a
carefulness that many commoners might imitate.
Nothing was omitted. He gave the Prince of Wales
the best of advice ; he found him the best masters;
he sent him to Cambridge as well as to Oxford ; he
personally superintended his studies in European lan-
guages ; he mapped out all his travels.
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~ diary ;

Superficial observers may easily fail to note the
results. The Court Circular will not help them very
much. It is a newspaper record, and not a personal
it is external chronology, and not internal
history. Nor is there much chance of personal inter-
course correcting the mistakes made at a distance
It may be easy to draw a postcard from a states-
man, but it is less easy for an individual, one of the
“dim common population,” to have speech with a
prince.

But the more extensive our information becomes,
the higher is the estimate we must:form of the public
work of the Prince of Wales, and of the equipment
that has been made for it. He is an accomplished
linguist. He has stored his mind with the most varied
information. Few men have a more extensive
acquaintance with the various countries of the world
and their public characters. As a young man, he
wrote home letters to the Queen, describing his
travels.

The Prince’s public work commenced with his visit
to Canada in 1859, when he was within a few months
of his eighteenth vear. He opened exhibitions, bridges,
and parks, laid foundation-stones, and received and
replied to addresses by the score. His public work
has never been interrupted since that date, except by
his illness in 1871. In 1868 he spent ten days in
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Ireland. The 77mes pithily described his visit by
saying, “ There were presentations and receptions, and
receiving and answering addresses, processions, walk-
ing, riding, and driving, in morning and evening, mili-
tary, academic, and medizval attire.”

In the matter of tours, blending public, social, and
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countries, or had better opportunities of acquiring the
most cosmopolitan information.

The range, rapidity, and variety of these quasi-
public tours once furnished Punc with the materials
for a humorous tale of magic and mystery. An ambi-
tious mortal was depicted as intent upon following an

H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES, K.G.
(From a Recent Photograph by Messvs. W. & D. Downey.)

private functions, the Prince has done, and continues
to do, an amount of work that has never been equalled,
much less excelled. During his Indian visit he was
always engaged in some interesting public business,
and varying his ceremonial and royal duties with
recreations of an active and exhilarating nature. It
has been the same with his European tours. No
living man has received more public addresses,
or conversed with more of the public men of all

Illustrious Person in his travels by means of a magic
opera-hat, which conveyed him from place to place.
He kept up the chase for some days, flying from
capital to capital, from country to country, from court
to private castle. from public ceremony to private
entertainment, until, physically and mentally ex-
hausted, he was glad to be rid of his opera-hat,
and to resume his quiet life as an ordinary being, The
story conveyed some very useful teaching.
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Reference has been made to the pressure of circum-
stances, and all that needs to be said in interpretation
of the phrase is that the Prince of Wales has, for
several years, been called upon to assume many of the
public functions that were formerly discharged by
Prince Albert, and more legitimately fall upon a king
than a queen. He has patterned his conduct on the
example of his father. Speaking for the first time at
the Royal Academy banquet in 1863, when in his
twenty-second year, he said: “I cannot, on this
occasion, divest my mind of the associations connected
with my beloved and lamented father. His bright
example cannot fail to stimulate my efforts to tread in
his footsteps.” The Prince Consort aimed at being
short, pithy, and exhaustive. The Heir Apparent has
taken him for his model, but he has touched a much
greater variety of subjects. The published speeches of
Prince Albert range from 1840 to 1860, and are thirty-
four in number. The Prince of Wales’s collected ad-
dresses run from 1863 to 1883, and are one hundred and
fifty-four in number. Eleven have been delivered at
Royal Academy banquets, six at Trinity House,and four
in connection with the Royal College of Music. The
more numerous addresses touch such diversified sub-
jects as commerce, agriculture, education, public works,
medical charities, and general philanthropy. They are
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short, kindly, and appreciative, obviously bearing about
them the stamp of the Prince of Wales's individuality.
There is only one principle at the basis of the
public work the Prince of Wales undertakes to
perform. Ifit be likely to promote the national good,
he is heart and soul in its favour. Three examples
may be given in support of this statement.  Address-
ing the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution, he
said : “I may call myself a colleague of many of you
present, as a farmer on a small scale, and [ only hope
that I may never have occasion to be a pensioner of
this institution. It is impossible for any British gentle-
man to live at his country place without taking an in-
terest in agriculture, and in all those things which
concern the farmers of this great country.” After
appointing a committee to consider how best to
constitute an Imperial Institute, the Prince gave to
every clause of their report his consideration, and
accepted it as a whole because it realised his ideal of
what was good for the empire. The principle itself
was more openly stated in founding the Royal College
of Music, when he declared that “were the object less
than of national importance, I should not have troubled
you—the heads of social life—to meet me here to-day,
and I should not myself have undertaken the respon-
sibility of acting as the leader and organiser of the

THE PRINCE'S STUDY AT MARLEBOROUGH HOGUSE.



movement.” Again, in laying the foundation-stone,
he remarked : “In laying this great national question
before you, I have followed the example of my father,
by offering to place myself at the head of a great
social movenient.”

How many social movements has his Royal High-
ness not headed ? New departures find in him a friend
and kindly adviser. He is ever on the watch to do
good by publicly helping charities, inquiries, and
philanthropic objects. His daily studies at Sandring-
ham, not less than in his work-room at Marlborough
House, involve much dry reading of this kind—re-
ports, public and private appeals, and the like. The
“ Bitter Cry of Outcast London ” awoke a response in
his heart. The alarm about leprosy found him equal
to the occasion. Discrimination involves inquiry, and
the balancing of evidence and probability. The
Prince of Wales is constantly compelled to make
exhaustive inquiries into the institutions he is asked
to publicly assist, and it is high testimony to his

THE WRITING-ROOM AT SANDRINGHAM.

carefulness and skill in such matters that he has
seldom given his support to movements of an unsatis-
factory nature. Considering how often he is invited
to lend his aid to societies by public appearances, it is
remarkable that he has found time for preliminary
inquiries, involving the most delicate handling of facts,
and negotiations with persons, in the midst ofhis many
social and purely ceremonial duties. Indeed, he is
now quite an expert in dealing with non-political
public movements. He displays great tact and
shrewdness in making and fulfilling these engage-
ments. He is always genial and yet never fulsome.
In the work of commission or committee, keen ob-
servers have been much pleased with his business-iike
adroitness and alertness. He never makes a mistake,
and if others unfortunately do so, he assists them with
a ready aptitude, so clever in its effect, that three-
fourths of the persons present never notice the
contrefentps. 'We have heard of many such instances
as well as having witnessed several.
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Tae Prince has to keep abreast of the times, and this
duty involves much reading, a good deal of writing,
and discussion with competent informants, His
public work occupies a portion of nearly every day,
and his business habits teach him despatch, method,
and prescience. He does not know what actual
idleness means, and he is so well versed in public
as distinct from party-political movements, that in
a rigorous competitive examination he would not
easily be beaten. Indeed, he could give points to
some of the satirists who ignorantly regard him as
a lazy personage. He enjoys public work, and no one
can say of him that he looks bored or distraif. He
is often fatigued with a round of work and social
observances ; but he manfully executes all his duties,
with a kindliness and punctilio seldom seen in such
felicitous combination.

There is no busier man in Europe. A minister
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of state has fewer social duties. A popular peer has
not so many difficult public functions to perform. No

philanthropist can excel him in delicately discrimi-
nating benevolence. No Prince of England ever led
so many new departures, or mixed so freely with
public men in promoting purely national movements,
social, educational, and charitable, or was ever so
highly esteemed by the personages in immediate con-
tact with him. As the Z%mes once truly said, the
representative duties of royalty are heavier than the
private functions which the hardest worked English-
man has to perform. Circumstances have imposed
upon the Prince of Wales a very large share of these
duties, and he has borne his part bravely, and with an
alacrity and kindliness, a tact and cleverness, which
cannot be praised too highly. He is a born leader
and a born worker.
EpwiN GOADBY.

TO WEAR IN APRIL.

CHIT-CHAT ON DRESS: FROM OUR LONDON AND PARIS CORRESPONDENTS.

1.—FROM OUR LONDON CORRESPONDENT.

™ T is curious to watch
_Aedy [ Paris fashions and to
sce how each year there
is an attempt to revive
tartans and checks.
Now the revival would
seem to have reached
us, judging from the
pretty frock worn by
the child in our initial
letter for this chapter.
In April, winds occa-
sionally blow as strong
as they do in March,
and a little cheering red
is still in favour. The
check used here is a
bright one—red, light blue, and white—the frock open-
ing over a full smocked red silk front, the smocking
appearing at the throat and waist. This isa style
that has prevailed for some time ; what is new is the
arrangement of this front. At the hem it is gathered
into a foot pleating, so that the upper part formsa
bowllonné.  There is a sash bow of red at the back;
the sleeves are new—full red sleevesto the wrist, where
they are smocked, and have long over checked ones
to the elbow ; but only to the elbow, which makes them
pretty and quaint. The accompanying hat turns up
over the face, showing a red velvet lining, but the
bows over the brim are of soft red silk matching the
front of the skirt.
In millinery there are many decided changes; note
the hat worn by one of the young girls in the picture.
It is a veritable Spanish hat with a high crown and a

much broader brim than Spaniards have ever worn,
but still it preserves its character. * The hard turned-
up brim shows & succession of beads, of a large round
form, carried along the edge. The crown is height-
ened with a bunch of red feathers, and the colour
appears again in a band of ribbon and bows carried
round the head.

The long cloak savours of spring; it opens at the
neck and is trimmed with close feather bands, instead
of fur. It is composed of ribbed silk and embroidered
velvet, the velvet is cut as a Bolero jacket, elongated
into panel sides over which fall the long pointed
sleeves, embroidered on the outside of the arm, and
edged like the jacket with ball fringe in character
with the hat. It is a mantle that complelely covers
the dress. The muff matches the hat, and I notice
women are wearing them well on to summer, possibly
because they are so infinitesimal. The floral muffs
are often carried by bridesmaids; they are made of
satin and covered with flowers so that but little of
the foundation is seen. They let the odour of the
flower be easily enjoyed by the holder, and are more
to be desired than bouquets because they have a
raison d'étre.

As soon as it is possible women seem glad to
discard mantles, and to enable them to do so earlier
than is their wont, fur collars attached to fur plastrons
are worn on the front of costumes. What I mean is
fully shown in the dress worn by the accompanying
figure to the Spanish hat and the Bolero jacket. It
shows a brown woollen gown made as an all-round skirt,
embroidered to the depth of half a yard at the back
and down the length of a side box pleat. There
are sash ends, fringed on either side of the front
breadth, and these are embroidered also. At the hem



