OPEN LETTERS.

the history of Greece superficially, but he knows it bet-
ter than the history of England or the United States,»
leads me fo believe that the decided revolution in the
relative position of English and United States history
to Greek and Roman history is not appreciated by the
large majority of people. In the last ten years the his-
tory of the United States has changed its place in the
curricula of colleges and secondary schools. It occupied
formerly an unimportant position, while such studies as
Greek and Roman history, algebra, geometry, ete., held
undisputed sway. But now these studies no longer ex-
clude English and American history from their proper
place. Somehow the interest, unity, inspiration, and
economic teachings of United States history have been
recognized. The vast field of economic and historic
problems and solutions depicted in the career of this
country has not appealed in vain to teachers. Even in
the graded schools more attention has been given to the
subject than ever before. So that, taken all in all, the
young man or woman who enters our colleges in the
next five years will know something about the history
of this country, and know it well.

There has been a marked advance in the method of
study and manner of presentation. History, especially
that of the United States, used to be presented as a
series of wars, with periodical elections of presidents;
but now it is regarded as the development of a society,
not as a mere political organization, but as an advancing
industrial organization, the social pressure of which de-
mands constantly increasing discipline and more and
more limitations of liberty. It is, in fact, the history of
a people developing in a way never known before; not,
as in Europe, from non-liberty to greater freedom and
democracy, but from liberty to greater and greater
limitations on that liberty.

This change of view in regard to the presentation and
importance of the subject is due chiefly to the influence
of a few of the colleges in this country. Yale, Harvard,
Princeton, Cornell, and a few others offer courses in
United States history which go to the bottom of the
material. On the results of their investigation new
views of our history have made themselves manifest.
At the present time the undergraduate at Yale is drilled
in Bryce's « American Commonwealth» and the history
of the United States. In the graduate department of
the same university a two years’ course in United States
history is offered. The subject-matter is taken from the
original sources, so that a student pursuing it gets a
thorough knowledge of the subject. Many students in
the universities doing this kind of work have gone out
to schools and colleges as instructors and professors.

The candidates for admission to the various colleges
and universities in the near future will be prepared to
take up in an appreciative spirit the economic studies
now offered. The ultimate meaning is better citizen-
ship.

TreacHERs' CoLLEGE,

New York Crry,

Frank L. MeVey.
Who was the Man?

Ox April 14, 1865, three young ladies in the employ
of the United States Christian Commission stopped
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overnight at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. They were Miss
Libbie Cunningham of Cleveland, Ohio, Miss Mary Shel-
ton (now Mrs. Huston) of Burlington, Towa, and the
writer of this note. We were on our way from the
hospitals in Nashville, Tennessee, to Wilmington, North
Carolina, in answer to a call for volunteers who were
willing to take their lives in their hands, and, braving
the perils of swamp fevers, help to care for the Anderson-
ville prisoners who had been, or were about to be, trans-
ferred to that place.

We had taken a train that stopped at Harrisburg
rather than the through train, so that we might eross
the mountains in the day-time. The train for Washing-
ton passed through Harrisburg at three o'clock in the
morning. A few minutes before that hour we entered
the hotel parlor and were greeted in a most excited
manner by a lady who had traveled in the same car with
us the day before. She had not taken a room, but, with
her little boy, had remained in the parlor all night.

# I have had a frightful night!» she whispered. « There
is a crazy man lying on the sofa behind the daor, and
he has acted so strangely and talked so wildly that I
have been in terror!»

Our inquiries brought out the fact that in the early
part of the night he had kept running to the telegraph
office every few minutes, saying that he expected great
news. Finally he had come in, saying that it had come.
Lincoln and all his cabinet had been assassinated, and
he was rejoiced. Observing that the man was awake
and looked sane enough, we inquired of him concerning
the shocking report he had made to our fellow-traveler,
«Yes, it is all true! Lincoln and his cabinet have been
assassinated, and I am glad of it!» he replied.

Unspeakably shocked at the man’s insanity or de-
pravity, yet entirely unbelieving, we all left the hotel
at the same time. We observed that he climbed upon
the platform of the coach in the rear of the one which
we entered. The cars were very much crowded, but our
Christian Commission badges secured for us everywhere
courteous recognition. We made inquiry as to whether
any hint of the great calamity had been communicated
to the people on the train at any station on the road.
Not a word of such import had met them anywhere,
and we were laughingly told not to be frightened, that
such absurd rumors could not possibly be true.

Lest we might have some lingering fears, one of the
gentlemen kindly proposed to make inquiries at the tele-
graph office in York, Pennsylvania. His ghastly face
and tearful eyes told a part at least of his dreadful story
before his trembling lips could utter a word. Passen-
gers gathered abouf us in the wildest excitement.
Every car was searched in vain for the man who had
been waiting impatiently in Harrisburg for news of the
tragedy which he evidently knew was to be enacted in
Washington.

Whether he had stepped again from the car at Har-
rishurg or had left at some other point we shall never
know; but after the lapse of thirty years the remem-
brance of his fierce joy at the sad tidings, and the glad
ring of his voice as he gave to us the first information
of that which proved to be the nation’s sorrow, are as
clear as though it took place only last year.

Mrs. S. F. Stewart,


Moira
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