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He is not so much interested in the devices by which
men may be influenced, as about how they ought to be
influenced ; not so much about how men's passions and
Erejudices may be utilized for a momentary advantage to

imself or his party, as about how they may be hindered
from doing a permanent harm to the commonwealth.

Under the guidance of statesmen of this type, politics
becomes a very different pursuit from what it usually
is in this country. Of politics, in the true sense of the
word, the American people have a very inadequate con-
ception. What they think of when they hear the word
is something very unlike this definition, which stands
first under the word in © The Century Dictionary ” :

The science or practice of government ; the regulation
and government of a nation or state for the preservation
of its safety, peace, and prosperity. Politics, in its widest
sense, is both the science and the art of government, or
the science whose subject is the regulation of man in all
his relations as the member of a state, and the applica-
tion of this science. In other words, it is the theory and
practice of obtaining the ends of civil society as perfectly
as possible.

Nobody can deny that we need in all parts of the
land politicians of this character, earnest, able, trained
men, who are so thoroughly grounded in the science
of politics, who have such complete knowledge of gov-
ernmental laws and social and economic principles, such
familiarity with the history of politics and political sys-
tems in all lands and times, that they will be able when
occasion offers to stop the progress of “crazes’ and
delusions, simply by showing from the teachings of
human experience and the working of established laws
the impossibility of their success in practice. In no
country in the world are liberally educated men, in the
true sense of the word, more needed than they are in
the United States, and in no country in the world are
they more powerful, for of all peoples, Americans are
the most eager to learn the truth and the quickest to
grasp it when it is presented to them. The breeding
of citizens of this character in our schools and colleges
is the surest way by which to develop patriotism of the
highest type.

Trade Schools,1

IN giving a half-million dollars for the endowment
of the New York Trade Schools, Mr. J. Pierpont Mor-
gan has set the millionaires of the country an example
which, it is greatly to be hoped, many of them will imi-
tate. It would be difficult to conceive a more beneficent
use of wealth than this. The object of such schools is
to furnish the young men of the country with the means
of learning, quickly and thoroughly, useful trades ; that
is to say, to supply them with the best qualifications for
leading upright, industrious, and useful lives. We have
in this country abundant school privileges, and are
constantly enlarging our facilities for the education of
youth who desire to live by brain-work as distinguished
from manual labor; but for the youth who would be
glad to fit themselves for lives of manual labor we have,
until within a few years, furnished no educational facil-
ities whatever.

One of the first men to perceive the need of an edu-
cational system of this kind was Colonel Richard T.
Auchmuty, of New York city. Abouteleven years ago

1 See also * The Need of Trade Schools,” The CExTURY for

Movember, 1886, and “ An American Apprentice System,” Janu-
ary, 1889 ; both by Colonel Auchmuty.
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he established the New York Trade Schools for the
purpose of giving young men instruction in certain
trades, and to enable those already working in such
trades to improve themselves. At first instruction
was given mainly in the evening to pupils who were
engaged in workshops during the day, and who were
dissatisfied with what they were learning in them.
Gradually other young men who had finished their
school-days, and had no definite occupation in view,
became interested. They were unwilling to learn a
trade by entering a shop as apprentices, but they were
very glad to avail themselves of this method of not only
learning it rapidly and thoroughly, but without un-
pleasant or humiliating surroundings. In their eager-
ness to learn many of these young men joined both day
and evening classes. ;

From small beginnings the schools grew rapidly, un-
til at the end of eleven years the attendance was nearly
600, instead of 30 as at the beginning. The trades
chiefly taught are plumbing, plastering, stone-cutting,
painting, bricklaying, carpentering, and tailoring. In-
struction is given by master mechanics and other com-
petent teachers, and practical work is accompanied
when necessary by the study of technical books and dia-
grams. The pupil is not only taught how good work
should be done, but the difference between good and
improper work. The purpose of the instruction is “ to
enable young men to learn the science and practice of
certain trades thoroughly, expeditiously, and economi-
cally, leaving speed of execution to be acquired at real
work after leaving the schools.” The prices charged
for instruction are scarcely more than nominal, reliev-
ing the schools of the charitable aspect and giving the
pupils a manly sense of paying their way.

The benefits of this system of education are obvious
and great. The thoroughness of the instruction sends
out workmen of the best type, scientific, thinking, pro-
gressive men, who become the master mechanics andin-
ventors of the future. They are the kind of workmen
who give dignity tolabor, and who, in addition to ele-
vating the condition and character of their fellow work-

ing-men, make good citizens in whatever community

their lot may be cast. If every cityin the land were to
have ils trade schools, modeled after those estab-
lished by Colonel Auchmuty, and nobly endowed as his
have been by Mr. Morgan, the work of reducing the
mass of idleness and consequent viciousness which ex-
istsin our large cities would be begun in the most effec-
tive way.

When Colonel Auchmuty began his experiment, trade
instruction in schools was little known in this country,
though it had long been in existence in Europe. In this
country, in addition to the trade schools of New York,
Philadelphia, and Chicago, trades are now taught to be-
ginners at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn; at the Free
Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts ; at the Hamp-
ton Institute, Virginia ; at Clark University, Georgia;
at Central Tennessee College; to the Indians at Car-
lisle Barracks, Pennsylvania ; in some of the colleges
endowed by the United States land grant act; and
in many asylums and reformatories. The Carriage
Makers’ Association in New York has a school for
young men in that trade, and the Master Plumbers’ As-
sociation in some cities provides instruction for its
“helpers.” We have made a beginning in this coun-
try, but have done little more than that. Colonel
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Auchmuty's schools are now assured of a future of
large and constantly increasing usefulness, and onght
to serve as a model for others in all the large cities of
the land.

These schools,in fact, supply the only means by which
American boys can become skilled workmen. The old
apprentice system has gone, never to return. Both the
spirit of the time and the changed conditions of trade
are against it. Outside the large cities, in the so-called
country districts, boys can still be taught a trade by the
workers in it; but in the large cities, where skilled la-
bor isin demand, this is no longer possible. The trade-
unions in these cities are controlled by foreigners who
seek to confine their industries to men of their own
nationalities. They not only refuse to teach an Ameri-
can boy a trade, but they combine to prevent him from
getting employment after he has succeeded in learning
it in a trade school. This is a situation of affairs with-
out parallel in any country in the world, and one which
will not be tolerated in this country when once public
opinion has been aroused to a full comprehension
of it.

Colonel Auchmuty has shown from statistics that
out of $23,000,000 paid annually to mechanics in the
building trades in New York city, less than $6,000,000
goes to those born here. The number of new jour-
neymen trained outside the cities in the trades them-
selves is not sufficient to fill vacancies, much less to
supply the constantly increasing demand for larger
forces. Thousands of foreign mechanics come here
every year, some to remain, others to work through a
busy season and return to Europe with their profits.
These foreigners have no sympathy with Americans.
They control the trade-unions, which in turn control
the labor market, absolutely in their own interest.
They seek to keep wages high by closing the doors of
employment to all comers not of their own kind. The
result is that in free America, sometimes called the
paradise of working-men, the field of skilled labor is
occupied almost exclusively by foreigners who declare
that an American boy shall not enter, either to learn a
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trade, or to find employment if he shall have been able
to learn his trade elsewhere.

We present to the civilized world the astounding
spectacle of a great nation, which boasts itself the freest
on the globe, throwing open its vast and lucrative fields
of skilled labor to the mechanics of all other nations,
while closing them to its own sons. Was there ever a
more incredible act of national folly! We have in
America material from which to make the best and
quickest mechanics in the world — that is the testimony
of all competent authorities; yet we refuse either to
train them or to give them work if trained. We deplore
the existence of increasing numbers of idle and unoc-
cupied young men in all our cities, and then accept
conditions which compel a multiplication of the num-
bers. It is useless to put the blame upon the foreign
laborers: they are merely improving their opportunity.
The American people are responsible, and they must
supply the remedy.

The first step toward the remedy is the multiplica-
tion of trade schools, and the second is the insistence
upon the free exercise of every man’s right to earn his
living in his own way. Itis surely not too much for the
American people to say that their own sons shall not
only be permitted to learn trades, but shall be permit-
ted also to work at them after they have learned them.
We advise any one who is desirous of seeing the kind
of skilled working-man that the American boy makes,
to visit Colonel Auchmuty’s schoolsand look over a set
of photographs of his graduates. He will find there a
body of clear-browed, straight-eyed young fellows who
will compare well with the graduates of our colleges.
This is the stuff from which laborers are made who
honor and dignify and elevate labor, not by agitating,
but by being masters of their craft, faithful in its per-
formance, and willing to share its toil with all comers,
fearing honest competition from no quarter. Such
men are at once true American laborers and true Amer-
ican citizens of the highest type, and the educational
system which evolves them is a national benefaction of
incalculable value.
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Camping Out for the Poor.

EARLY twenty years ago I left New York late one
afternoon toward the end of June to take my fort-
night’s vacation in a little hamlet a mile east of Mo-
riches, on the south or ocean shore of Long Island,
seventy miles away from New York. The day had been
a particularly hot and exhausting one. The city literally
panted for breath. As I walked down to the ferry I
had to pass through some of the most miserable of the
tenement-house districts on the east side, and for a few
blocks I went along Cherry street, a most wretched
thoroughfare blessed with a pretty name in grotesque
contrast to the street’s character. The slums were
alive with people.

The shades of night seemed to bring no comfort to
such streets as these. It would be morning before the
heated masses of brick and stone cooled off, ready for
another day’s sun, for there was not a breath of air.

I could not help contrasting the scenes in which I
should find myself twenty-four hours later with this
squalid, heated misery, and it really seemed as if I had
no right to run away while so much wretchedness re-
mained behind, unable to escape. I suppose that most
of my readers have experienced this feeling when about
to get away from New York in summer, and then, as I
have so often done, they have put the unpleasant thought
away with the consoling reflection that what little they
could do to alleviate such misery, even by the sacrifice
of their own vacations, would be but a drop of honey
in this ocean of gall. We have also the habit of saying
to ourselves that the poor people who remain in town
the year round do not suffer as we imagine they do—
they are thicker-skinned, and they have never known
anything better.

But upon this particular occasion, although I was
not an over-sensitive young man, the scenes upon which
I could not shut my eyes haunted me for days, and I





