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coln Hall, His next letter was in reference to
that, and is as follows: i
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‘“NEW YORK, Nov. 29, '87.
€My DEAR MR. DoDGE: I have purchased
from Mr. J. S. Hartley a bronze cast of the Lin-
coln head, duly framed, and suitable for hanging
up indoors in Lincoln Hall. . . . I hope it will
reach you before Christmas.
£ Will you kindly thank Mr. E. H, Fairchild
for his letter of Thanksgiving Day, and tell him
that he is unduly alarmed as to my health? As
Mr. Lowell said yesterday, in his address on
Copyright, ‘ We are all of us, always, just be-
ginning to live.’
‘I am very sincerely yours,
“ROSWELL SMITH.”

Besides the new building, we received from
him four thousand dollars for current expenses.
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His last gift and last letter came after the ex-
citing political campaign of four years ago.

¢ NEW YORK, Dec. 31, ’88.
“My DEAR FELLOW-WORKER FOR CHRIST :
I wish you a Happy New Year, and I send you
a thousand dollars for your work, which please
use (after consulting Pres. Fairchild) ¢ where it
will do the most good,’ as the politicians say, and
may the Divine Master’s blessing go with and
attend its use.
1 am yours sincerely,
““ROSWELL SMITH.”

QOur sympathies are with the family and
friends of this good man.
Very truly yours,
P.D. Dodge,

Seeretary and Treasuver,
BErEA CoLLEGE, Kv., April 21, 1892.

FroM THE REV. DR. EDWARD B. CoE'S FUNERAL ADDRESS.

IT was a fortunate circumstance, but it was
not an accident, that during a visit to Europe,
twenty years ago, his thoughts were turned
toward the literary project with which, in its
subsequent development, his name will long be
associated. I say it was not an accident, because,
as one who knew him well has stated, ‘“to be
identified with a business which had to do with
books and writers had always been his ambition.”
In other words, he was looking for a field of wider
and more direct influence and usefulness than
that which he had thus far found. Though he
was not himself a practised writer, he had a quick
sympathy with those who like himself were men

fideas and earnest desire to promote the intel-
lectual as well as the moral life of the commu-
nity.

The opportunity was precisely that which
would best meet his genius and his tastes, and
give free play to his peculiar talents. It brought
him into intimate relations with intellectual and
scholarly men, whom he needed and who needed
him. With rare tact and discernment he left
them free to do their work in their own way,
making innumerable suggestions, but never giv-
ing orders, while he inspired them with his own
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Roswell Smith.

BEH IND every successful enterprise one may be sure
there is somewhere at work, even if not always
prominently in sight, a powerful personality. The per-
sonal force— alert, original, full of initiative, insistence,
and enthusiasm—which has been from the beginning,
in 1870, up to the past year or two of illness, behind the
publishing corporation now known as The Century Co.
was that of Roswell Smith. Others may express in
these pages their impression of the man in the various
phases of his aspiration and activity. It is, perhaps,

confidence and enthusiasm, -and placed at their
service his extraordinary executive ability. He
had the utmost possible faith in his associates,
in himself, in the work which they were together
doing, in the public on both sides of the Atlan-
tic, and in the certainty of ultimate success. He
never lost heart in the darkest times. He as-
sumed immense responsibilities without hesita-
tion. He worked his way steadily through diffi-
cult negotiations. His plans were often startling
in their boldness, but his patience and persever-
ance were equal to his audacity, and the novelty
of his methods was sometimes the secret of their
success. In his dealings with other men he was
high-minded and generous often beyond the:
strict demands of justice, giving more than he
was compelled or asked to give, from a ‘convic-
tion that the Golden Rule may safely be applied
to mercantile transactions. There was, if I may
judge correctly, something statesmanlike in his
conduct of the business interests of which he
was at the head, while there was also something
romantic in his feeling about them. To his mind
The Century Co. was not a concern for making
money, but an organization for the advancement
of civilization.
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only necessary for the present writer to record here the
griefofall associated in business with our late President
at his untimely departure, and to say a word regarding
especially his relation to THE CENTURY MAGAZINE.
We do believe that Roswell Smith came nearer
realizing the strictest editorial idea of what the pub-
lisher and chief owner of a periodical should be to
that periodical than has often been seen in the literary
and publishing world. Trusting the persons chosen
to take editorial charge in a manner to call out all the
energies and abilities of those so generously confided
in, he spent no part of his energy in thwarting or
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diverting their control, but set all his great strength to
the task of enthusiastically cobperating with the plans
of the magazine,—making possible, by his appreciation,
courage, and loyal and liberal support, enterprises in
their way of unprecedented cost and importance.

It was always an idea—always the ideal — that,
appealing to his imagination, drew forth his deepest
and most active sympathies. It was especially ideas of
usefulness, of patriotism, of humanity, which com-
manded his most practical and zealous activities. The
famous War Series of THE CENTURY could not have
been carried on with a publisher of a timid and time-

* serving disposition. The authorized Life of Lincoln
was made available to the great mass of the people largely
through the liberality and determination of Mr. Ros-
well Smith. When George Kennan was gathering in
long and painful journeys the material for his great
work on the Siberian Exile System, his most frequent
and most sympathetic correspondent, outside of his own
family, was the busy President of The Century Co.

He not only earnestly supported the most costly and
wide-reaching plans, but from his direct suggestion
came magazine enterprises of breadth and moment.
Nor was it only in large matters that his mind was ac-
tive and helpful. In many details connected with the
appearance of the magazine he made improvements :
for nothing to him was unimportant that tended in any
way to the perfection and good repute of the publica-
tions with which The Century Co. was identified. More
important than everything else,—in addition to his
sympathetic attitude, his suggestiveness, his faculty of
invention, the fertility of his resources,—there was for
all near him a constant inspiration and spur to high-
est effort coming from his fervid faith in God and man ;
his unswerving confidence in the success of generous
methods and lofty and beneficent ideas.

To its President The Century Co. was truly an
individual, beloved as a favorite child. There was
hardly a waking hour of his life, especially after the
company entered upon a separate existence, in which
he was not pondering on and planning for its enter-
prises present and to come. When physical infirmity
weighed heavily upon him, in the last weeks of his
long and heroically endured illness, his failing power
was expressed by himself with manly and smiling pa-
thos, when, sitting one day in his old chair in his own
office, he said, “ My only contribution to The Century
Co. now is one of curiosity.” e, and all of us, well
knew that when such words could be truly spoken the
end must indeed be near.

It seems hard that there should not have been for
him an old age of rest and satisfaction in witnessing
and enjoying the fruits of such devoted labors,—labors
which were indeed essentially public in their scope and
intention. But, after all, our friend and associate had
in his life the reward of clean, congenial, and success-
ful work. He took his pleasure in his labors as they
went on ; and he had so poured his individuality into
the corporate life which was largely his creation that
he seemed to see much of his own personal energy
and individuality existing along the future in forms
of usefulness to mankind.

Roswell Smith had somewhat of the reserve at-
tributed to the New England character, and his mind
was concentrated on the principal work of his life with
peculiar intensity. Vet collectively and individually his
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business associates and employees have all and each at
various times, and in many an hour of stress and trouble,
found in him a kind, sympathetic, and generous friend.
There are men of letters in this country whose lives have
been made smoother and brighter for his faith in them,
and his friendly and substantial encouragement, prof-
fered in all respect and manliness. He has done a
good work in many ways; in a sense no one can  take
his place*’; but the spirit in which he labored will
not soon fail of inspiration for his survivors and suc-
CESSOTS.

Tt was part of the late President’s prevision and care
that his large interests should remain within the com-
pany; and that the business management should con-
tinue in the hands of his trained and chosen associates.

Growth and Change in College Education.

IN an extremelyinteresting and valuable paper which
he published in the February number of « The Educa-
tional Review,”’ Mr. Arthur M. Comey showed that
the number of male students attending 282 colleges in
various parts of the United States had nearly doubled in
the decade between 1880 and 1890, though the increase
in population during the same period had been only 25
per cent. He showed also ina series of clear and most
carefully compiled tables that between 1850 and 1890
the number of male students in these colleges had in-
creased from 8837 to 31,359 ; that while the increase
in population during that period had been 165 per cent.,
the increase in the number of students had been 254
per cent.; and that the number of students per 100,000
of population had risen from 38.1 in 1850 to 50.3 in
18g0.

In making up his tables, Mr. Comey omitted all
students in the preparatory courses of many Southern
and Western colleges, and all women in the coeduca-
tional institutions. He omitted also a few colleges on
account of low standard, and all the scientific schoals,
though he included scientific students in colleges. Had
he included the scientific schools, which have been or-
ganized almost wholly since 1860, the percentage of
increase would have been far greater than appears from
his tables. His conclusions are that the “colleges of
the country are growing rapidly,” that “there is at the
same time a decided tendency to raise the standard both
for admission and for the courses of study,” and that
these facts justify “even optimistic views of the future
of higher education.”

The figures are certainly encouraging, as showing a
constantly increasing desire among the youth of the
country to pursue their studies beyond the limits of
the public schools and seminaries. But what does Mr.
Comey mean by the term « higher education  ? That
there is a wide difference of opinion among professional
educators themselves on this point is made evident by
an article which President Gilman of Johns Hopkins
University has in the same number of “ The Educational
Review,” wherein he takes issue with General Francis
A. Walker, President of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; David S. Jordan, President of the new
Stanford University in California; and Professor Good-
win of Harvard, as to what should constitute a liberal
education. General Walker had contended that the
scientific schools were doing a work “not surpassed,
if indeed equaled, by that of the classical colleges,”





