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dering his connection with his fellow undergraduates.
He has begun to ally Columbia with the other educa-
tional institutions of New VYork; the students of the
theological seminaries are now admitted to certain
lectures of Columbia ; and Dr. Osborn, the head of the
new Department of Biology, has also been appointed
Curator of Mammalian Paleontology at the American
Museum of Natural History. Thus we see Columbia
extending one hand to religion and the other to science.
Thus we see Columbia seeking to codrdinate, if not to
consolidate, the influences which make for the intel-
lectual life in this great city, giving them a center, a
focus, a rallying-point.

The trustees of the college—to whom we owe the
choice of Mr. Low as president, a distinct accession to
the citizenship of New York—have been liberal in
throwing open to the public those college lectures at
which the presence of strangers would not interfere
with the work of the students. They have in contem-
plation courses of lectures, to be delivered probably at
Cooper Union, intended for “the plain people” —to
use Lincoln’s phrase—and chiefly on those subjects
wherein the need of instruction is greatest in our
polyglot and cosmopolitan city, the science of goy-
ernment, political history, economics, and sociology.
They have invited Mr. E. C. Stedman to deliver,
under the auspices of Columbia, his course of lectures
on Poetry. They have been strengthening the teach-
ing staff unceasingly, having within a year called Dr.
Osborn from Princeton, Mr. Cohn from Harvard, Mr.
J. B. Moore from the Department of State at Wash-
ington, and Mr. George E. Woodberry from his library.
They have done much to make Columbia a really great
metropolitan university— for there is no reason why
New York should not have as great a university as
Paris; Vienna, and Berlin.

Now the time has come when the citizens of New
York must do something for the college. Columbia
has shown its desire and its ability to identify itself
with all that is best in the life of the city, and the peo-
ple of the metropolis must now do something to help
Columbia to a sphere of greater usefulness. The sin-
gle block of buildings at Madison Avenue and Forty-
ninth street is no longer large enough for the many
workers who are thronging there. The space which
was ample for the little college of 1863 is wholly inad-
equate to the great university of 1892. So the trustees
have secured an option on a part of the land now oc-
cupied by the Bloomingdale Asylum. This new site
for the old college is two and a half times as large as
Madison Square; it is set on the heights near the new
cathedral, between the Riverside Drive and Morning-
side Park, a situation of exceptional beauty and of un-
exceptionable fitness for the purpose. Here Columbia
can spread out; here its schools can expand and mul-
tiply ; here there will be space enough for a proper
campus whereon the sports dear to the student’s heart
may be played comfortably ; here will be room for dor-
mitories — if it should be decided to add these aids to
the compact cohesion of the undergraduates.

The advantages of this removal, of this opportunity
for development, are indisputable — the advantages to
the college and to the city. But if this removal is to
take place, if this development is to be brought about,
the citizens of New York must lend a helping hand.
Columbia is not rich, despite the popular belief to the
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contrary. Considering the work which the college is
called upon to do, Columbia is poor. To make the
move will cost money— for the land itself, for the li-
brary, for laboratories, for lecture-halls. Who will
help? Whether New York shall have a great metro-
politan university worthy of this great city now de-
pends in a measure upon the response which its
public-spirited inhabitants make to the statement of
Columbia’s desires, possibilities, and needs.

A Columbian Fair Memorial Building.

No more worthy proposition has been madein con-
nection with the Columbian Exposition than that for
the erection at Chicago of a permanent memorial of it
in the form of a great museum. The establishment of
such memorials has long been recognized as one of the
most valuable concomitants of international fairs, and it
would have been very surprising if Chicago, with her re-
dundant and admirable public spirit, had not perceived
her opportunity very soon after the Columbian Exhi-
bition was organized. The project was in fact broached
at the very outset, and played a considerable part in the
discussions over a site. When the directory decided to
go to the lake front, it decided also that it could not use
any of the funds at its disposal for a memorial building.
This threw the proposal upon publie favor for support,
and efforts were at once begun to enlist popular inter-
est in its behalf.

‘The most zealous advocate of it from the outset has
been Mr. W. T. Baker, the president of the World’s
Columbian Exposition (called the local board), and
president as well of the Chicago Board of Trade. He
has been warmly seconded in all his labors by Dr. W.
R. Harper, president of the University of Chicago, and
the two together have formulated a plan which has such
obvious merits that public support of it ought to be
quick and generous.

In brief, this plan is to construct, on grounds secured
for the purpose, a magnificent fireproof building, es-
pecially adapted for its purposes, into which could be
gathered, at the close of the Exposition, such antiquities
and articles of historical value as the Fair had brought
together, the same to be made the nucleus of a great
museum for the education of the people for all time.
It is believed by the promoters of the Fair that its re-
siduum will be richer and more varied than that of any
of its predecessors, especially so in reference to col-
lections from the American continents, since the coun-
tries of Central and South America will be more
completely and generally represented than they have
ever been before.

In order that the best intelligence may be brought
to bear upon the museum and its collections from the
very beginning, it is proposed to have it started in con-
nection with the new University of Chicago, and to
have it conducted in connection with it, but not under
its absclute control. This is an excellent idea, and
ought to stimulate interest in the plan and at the same
time encourage contributions ; for the association of the
university anthorities is a sufficient guarantee that
the work will be carried forward on lines of the high-
est artistic and educational value. President Harper
showed his eminent fitness for this service in a speech

-which he made in support of the project when it was

laid formally before the people of Chicago a few months
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ago. He declared then that the opportunity of a life-
time had come to Chicago, and that if it were improved
properly, the outcome would be a museum which would
do for Chicago what the British Museum has done for
England and the Smithsonian Institution has done for
America. The first and most important work of uni-
versities, he contended, was that of research, the dis-
covery of new facts, the deduction of new ideas from
old facts; the universities of America were behind the
great ones of Europe, chiefly because of the lack of li-
braries and museums; Chicago owed it to herself to
provide, in addition to the libraries which she was
supplying, a great museum which should furnish the
equipment for research and investigation needed for the
advancement of education ; the establishment of such
a museum would be a lasting benefit not only to Chi-
cago, but to the people of neighboring cities and States.

This is a forcible and cogent statement of the case.
The plan is simply one for the advancement of educa-
tion and enlightenment throughout the whole North-
west. The influence of a great museum of the character
described is limited only by the country itself. Weneed
one in every group of half-dozen States at most, and if
we were to have one in every State, the supply would
benone too large, provided the material for their equip-
ment could be found.

Mr. Baker proposes a total expenditure of $1,000,000
for the building, and declares that if this were furnished,
there would be forthcoming contributions of specimens
and articles of historic interest aggregating $3,000,000
in value. The whole State of Illinois ought to unite in
subseribing the million desired, for the museum will
be an incalculable benefit to the State as well as one
of its proudest possessions.  Philadelphia rejoices to-
day in the possession of two beautiful memorials of her
Exposition — Horticultural Hall and Memorial Hall,
both sitnated in Fairmount Park, and both containing
collections which are among the largest and finest of
their kind in the country. Nothing would induce her
to part with these, to have their beneficent influence
eliminated from the community. The city and State
contributed through large appropriations to the erection
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The NMumerical Strength of the Confederate Army.

THE total number of men who served in the Confed-
eratearmyin the late war has never been ascertained.
The number cannot be ascertained exactly, and perhaps
cannot be very closely approximated. But there are
certain evidentiary facts which have an obvious and
important bearing upon the subject, but which, it ap-
pears, have not been duly weighed or understood by
historians of the war.

The numerical strength of an army ought to be ascer-
tainable in one way — that is, by enumerating the names
borne upon its muster-rolls, provided, of course, that
such rolls are complete and true; but if they are not,
then the actual strength of such army cannot be exactly
determined.

Let us refer, by way of illustration, to the Federal
army rolls, Probably the rolls of a great army were
never more accurate or complete. Various facts might
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of these institutions, nearly two millions of dollars go-
ing into the construction of them, but the outlay has
never been regretted. It will be all the greater honor
to Chicago and Illinois if they can erect their memo-
rial by private aid alone.

MNational Justice to Postal Clerks.

THE bill for the classification of clerks in first and
second class post-offices, which Congress is consider-
ing, ought to become a law without opposition. It
was prepared by the National Association of Post-of-
fice Clerks, and is a measure conceived and designed
for the sole purpose of securing just and fair treatment
to a very hard-working and meritorious body of public
servants. It fixes their compensation upon an equable
and reasonable basis, insures promotion according to
service and ability, and makes faithfulness and effi-
ciency the sole requisites for permanent employment.
It is a measure in the interest of true civil-service re-
form, as well as national justice, since it classifies the
service, makes it mandatory that all appointments to
the higher grades shall be from the lower grades, on
the ground of proficiency and length of service, and re-
quires that all new appointments shall be to the lower
grades after competitive examinations as required by
the Civil Service Act. ;

Under the-present system, or rather lack of system,
the clerks have no classification which insures promo-
tion according to service and ability, have long hours
of labor, are poorly paid, and have no annual vacation.
To say that a great and rich government like ours is
justified in treating its employees in this heartless, un-
fair, and parsimonious manner is obviously absurd. A
private employer who pursued such a course would be
censured roundly by all reputable men. As a nation
we are abundantly able to pay our servants fair wages,
and we ought to see that it is for the best interest of
the whole public to have our post-office clerks a per-
manent, well-drilled, intelligent, capable, and contented
body of servants, for it is only from such a body that
the best service can be obtained.
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be cited in proof of this assertion. It will suffice to
state that in the repeated inspection of these rolls from
day to day in the War Department, during the whole
period since the war, in order to furnish evidence to the
Commissioner of Pensions relative to the claims filed
in his bureau, it is of the rarest occurrence —in fact, it
may be said that it is unknown and unheard of— that
such rolls &re ever found to omit the name of any per-
son who served in that army. It will be perceived that
this is a thorough and conclusive test. About twelve
hundred thousand claims for pension have been filed
since 1861. The report furnished to the Commissioner
by the War Department from its records is conclusive
in determining whether a claimant, or his.or her de-
ceased relative, actually served in the army of the
United States in the late war. No testimony except
the record is admissible. Since, therefore, in 1,200,000
claims, filed from every State and Territory, there is
never a complaint upon the ground of omission of a





