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of which Messrs. Winslow and Criswold were sub-
contractors under him for the iron plating.

Captain Ericsson’s most intimate friend, Mr. C, H.
Delamater, is entitled to the credit of bringing the plan
of the Monitor to the attention of Mr. Bushnell, who
no sooner saw and appreciated it than he carried it to
Hartford, Connecticut, where the Secretary of the
Navy, Hon. Gideon Welles, on a certain Friday early
in September, 1861, urged him to take the plan imme-
diately to Washington and layitbefore the Government.
This Mr. Bushnell did, not stoppingat his home in New
Haven, but arriving atthe capital on Sunday morning.
After breakfast he invited Mr. Winslow and Mr. Gris-
wold to take aride with him, that he might, undisturbed,
explain to them the magnitude of his discovery. To
their credit it may be said that this was an easy task,
and it was agreed that all three should call upon Mr.
Seward and Mr. Lincoln the following (Monday)
morning. Mr. Seward gave them a letter of introduc-
tion to Mr. Lincoln, and the latter was so much pleased
with the plan that he promised to meet them the next
day (Tuesday) at the Navy Department, and use his
influence with the Naval Board for its adoption.
Promptly at eleven o’clock Mr. Lincoln appeared, and,
after listening to the adverse criticism, expressed his
opinion that “there was something in it, as the West-
ern girl said when she put her foot into her stocking !
After the President had withdrawn, Messrs. Bushnell
and Winslow secured from Admiral Smith and Com-
modore Paulding a promise to sign a favorable report,
provided Captain Davis — the remaining member of
the committee — would join them. This he declined
to do, and the enterprise seemed hopelessly blocked.
Mr. Bushnell, after consulting with Secretary Welles,
then started for New York, and by persistent persua-
sion succeeded in inducing Captain Ericsson to go on
to Washington, where he had no difficulty in satisfying
Captain Davis of the stability of the Monitor, and in-
ducing him to join his associates in recommending a
contract for its construction.

Mr. Benedict’s statements, that * Days lengthened
into weeks while Bushnell labored ineffectually to re-
move the prejudices and obtain the approval of the
Board,” that “ His own efforts having proved thus
unavailing,”” he applied to Messrs. Winslow and Gris-
wold, and that they “decided to take the scheme
past the Naval Board, directly to the head of the na-
tion,” etc., are wholly misleading. The fact is, that
the entire enterprise was managed with the greatest
expedition. The plan was never presented to the
Board until the Tuesday morning when President
Lincoln met Mr. Bushnell and his associates at Ad-
miral Smith’s office, and was accepted three days later,
after Mr, Ericsson’s arrival from New York.

¢ Mr. Bushnell says that [ the hard conditions exacted
by the Government were] never an embarrassment to
Captain Ericsson and himself. If so, may it not have
been because their pecuniary risk was so much less
than that of their associates?”

The real reason was because of the unbounded faith
which Ericsson had — and which Mr. Bushnell shared
—in the ability of the vessel to do all that was required
of her. It may also be said that Mr. Bushnell had
secured other parties to take the place of Messrs.
Winslow and Griswold in case they finally refused to
sign the contract. After hesitating for a week, they
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decided to share in the enterprise, but only on condition
that Mr. Bushnell should secure Mr. Daniel Drew of
New York and Hon. N. D. Sperry of New Haven as
bondsmen for all parties. Mr. Bushnell was both able
and willing to take all the risks involved in his share
of the work, and has always felt more than satisfied
with the public appreciation of his effort to aid the
country in its darkest days. He has never had the
slightest wish to appropriate the lion’s share of the
credit, and joins most heartily with Mr. Benedict in
honoring all gentlemen whose names are given such
well-carned distinction in Mr. Benedict’s article.

George H. Robinson.
The Flag first hoisted at Mobile.

THE June CENTURY, page 300, speaks of the flag
hoisted by Lieutenant De Peyster over Richmond as
“the same one that had been first hoisted at Mobile
on the capture of that city.”

Now the jfirst flag hoisted over Mobile was hoisted
by men from the ironclad Cincinnati. On April 12,
1865, a fleet of transports took the force that had been
operating on the east side of Mobile Bay against
Spanish Fort, reported to be about fifteen thousand
men, over to the west side of the bay. The naval
force accompanied them, ready for action. On landing,
a white flag, or its equivalent, was found on every
house. The citizens reported Mobile evacuated. Two
boats left the Cincinnati to hoist a flag over one of the
batteries in the harbor. The gig commanded by Acting
Master J. B. Williams, executive officer, reached
Battery McIntosh first and hoisted the flag there.
They found everything in order except that the powder
had been thrown into the bay befére the evacuation.
After some little time spent in rummaging, the two
crews started for the city. They found no opposition
to their landing, and hoisted the ensign they carried
on the roof of the Battle House, climbing up on each
other’s shoulders to get to the flagstaff on the roof.
Twenty-five minutes after our ensign was hoisted a
party of cavalry came tearing in, their horses all in a
foam. They went up to the roof of the custom house,
across the street from the Battle House, and the first
thing they saw was our flag and our men across the
way. They were chagrined, and set up the flag they
bore against a chimney, where it could not be seen
from the street. Our men went over and helped them
hoist it where it could be properly seen, then we took
down our ensign and returned to the ship. Our flag
was hoisted while the mayor was surrendering the city.
Amibrese S. Wight,
Late Clevit o the C ey of the ** Cincinnati”
LixpeEx, MicHIGAN.

A Letter from Lincoln when in Congress.

THE following copy of an autograph letter of Con-
gressman Abraham Lincoln to the Hon. Josephus
Hewett of Natchez, Mississippi, evinces a spirit of fair-
ness and kindly feeling towards the South, and may be
found of interest to readers of THE CENTURY. The
original is in possession of Mrs. M. E. Gilkey of this
place.

Duncanssy, Miss.

L. L. Gilkey.

WasHINGTON, Febrnary 13, 1848.
DeAr HEWETT: Your Whig representative from
Mississippi, P. W. Tompkins, has just shown me a
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letter of yours to him. I am jealous because you did
not write to me— perhaps you have forgotten me.
Don’t you remember a long black fellow who rode on
horseback with you from Tremont to Springfield nearly
ten years ago, swimming our horses over the Macki-
naw on the trip? Well, Iam that same one fellow yet.
1 was once of your opinion, expressed in your letter, that
presidential electors should be dispensed with, but a
more thorough knowledge of the causes that firstin-
troduced them has made me doubt. The causes were
briefly these. The convention that framed the Consti-
tution had this difficulty: the small States wished to
so form the new government as that they might be
equal to the large ones, regardless of the inequality of
population ; the large ones insisted on equality in pro-
portion to population. They compromised it by basing
the House of Representatives on population, and the
Senate on States regardless of population, and the
execution of both principles by electors in each State,
equal in number to her senators and representatives.
Now throw away the machinery of electors and this
compromise is broken up and the whole yielded to the
principle of the larger States. There is one thing
more. In the slave States you have representatives,
and consequently electors, partly upon the basis of
your slave population, which would be swept away by
the change you seem to think desirable. Have you
ever reflected on these things?

But to come to the main point. Iwish youto know
that I have made a speech in Congress, and that I want
you to be enlightened by reading it; to further which
object I send you a copy of the speech by this mail.

For old acquaintance’ sake, if for nothing else, be
sure to write to me on receiving this. I was very
near forgetting to tell you that on my being introduced
to General Quitman and telling him T was from
Springfield, Illinois, he at once remarked, “ Then you
know my valued friend, Hewett of Natchez”; and on
being assured I did, he said just such things about you
as I like to hear said about my own valued friends.

Yours as ever,
A. LiNcoLn.

Horace Greeley at Lincoln's First Nomination.

ON reading “ The Inside Facts of Lineoln’s Nomina-
tion ’ in the July CENTURY, I am reminded that I was
in that large house in the Chicago “Wigwam "’ the
day Lincoln was nominated, and was very desirous
of the nomination of William H. Seward, as were a
large number with me from Wisconsin. After the nomi-
nation of Mr. Lincoln, before proceeding to the nomi-
nation of Vice-President, the convention adjourned
until the afternoon. I went from the convention to
the Tremont House. Shortly after arriving there Hor-
ace Greeley came into the reception hall of the hotel
with some of his friends. T then thought his face never
showed more feeling of triumphant satisfaction that
his political antagonist was defeated, that Seward and
Thurlow Weed were humbled. I noticed this the more
as I knew of the bitter feeling existing between Greeley
and Seward and Weed. -

Mr. Greeley’s friends were gathering around him in
the hall, congratulating him on the result. Theard one
ask him: “Now what next? Who is it best to bring
forward for Vice-President ? ” Mr. Greeley said, “ The
friends of Mr. Seward are very sore, and they must
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have their own way as to Vice-President.” On being
asked if he had in his mind the proper name, Mr.
Greeley put his open hand to the side of his mouth and
in an undertone said, *“ Hamlin of Maine” ; and Mr,
Hamlin was nominated in the afternoon.

G. H. Stzwart.

Cororapo Serings, CoL.

An Error in “ A Single Tax upon Land."

IN his article on “A Single Tax upon Land,” in
the July CENTURY, Mr. Edward Atkinson says:

It was presented more than a century since by the
economists of France known as the physiocrats ; it was
af)p{:ed in France under Turgot, before the French Rev-
olution, with very disastrous results.

This is a remarkable statement for a man to make
who ¢ has endeavored, to the best of his ability, to ex-
plore the subject,” for the proposition of the physio-
crats holds about the same relation to the modern
proposition as Fulton’s steamboat holds to the Um-
bria. Besides, it was not applied by Turgot, though he
attempted an approach to it, and as a result he was
swept out of power by the privileged classes whose
monopolies were threatened.

Henri Van Laun says in “The French Revolution-
ary Epoch,” Vol. 1., p. 35:

At all events, Turgot, ‘* the man with the brain of a
Bacon and the heart of a Chancellor de L'Hépital," is re-
garded as the likely savior of France. His fame had
preceded him, and this led the people to expect a re-
newal of administrative marvels, such as his intendant-
ship of Limoges brought tolight. If regeneration without
a revolution had been possible for France, Turgot would
have accomplished it. Plans vast and numerous, com-
prising everything the Revolution afterwards effected,
were incubated : the abolition of feudal rights, of laboring
upon the highways, vexatious restrictions of the salt sys-
tem, interior imposts, liberty of conscience and of the
press, unfettered commerce and industry, disestablish-
ment of the monastic orders, revision of criminal and
civil codes, uniformity of weights and measures, and
many others.

When at last Parliament was convened (see p. 41),

to them Turgot, with honest straightforward eloquence,
unfolds his scheme. ‘“No bankruptey, no increase of
imposts, no loans " ; to which are added free trade in
corn, the abolition of gilds, and last, but not least, equal-
ity of territorial imposts for all. What matters it to them
that in less than two years, with provisional measures
of this kind, he has paid twenty-four million francs to
the public creditors, redeemed twenty-eight millions of
installed money, and moreover discharged fifty millions
of debt. Let him do so again, but not ask them to abate
one iota of their privileges. They refuse to be taxed like
the common herd ; they consider such demand prepos-
terous, and flatly decline to listen to it.

As a last resort Turgot prevails upon the king to
register the edicts in a bed of justice, but the pressure
of the privileged classes is so great that Turgot is com-
pelled to resign (p. 44).

Good Malesherbes, Turgot’s trusty helper, disgusted
with all these vile cabals, voluntarily quits the Ministry ;
the latter, more courageous, waits until he is sent away,
uttering these memorable words at his first dismissal:
‘! Sire, the destiny of kings led by courtiers is that of
Charles 1."

Says John Morley, # Critical Miscellanies,” Vol. 1L,
pp. 150-151 ¢

He suppressed the corvées and he tacked the money
ayment which was substituted on the Twentieths —an
impost from which the privileged classes were not exempt.





