OPEN LETTERS.

and these vagrants perfectly understand this. They
are, therefore, absolutely compelled to seek work, and
every effort made in this direction assists them to throw
off the lethargy of laziness. There should not be one
so-called “loafing-place ** in our cities, and especially
should the Church and Christian institutions under-
stand that the severe rule which compels a man to dis-
cipline himself is the wisest in the end. The Guard
of Honor has often been censured for turning the men
out in the morning at seven o'clock, whatever the
weather. Being an association of workingmen, it is
the intention to make these ““lodgers ’ live by the same
fules which control the mémbers, and the plan works
satisfactorily. The society provides no food except
broken crackers, which prevent the lodger from going
to bed hungry. The contemplation of a meal which
consists of cold water and crackers is not sufficient
inducement to a man to neglect to work, but it does
prevent the hopelessness that accompanies hunger. A
man coming drunk to the building is usually taken in
for one night, but he is told in the morning that if he
presents himself again in the same condition he will
be refused entrance. The knowledge that he will have
a clean bed, free of charge, if he refrains from drink,
acts as a great restraint, and in many instances it has
proved a means of overcoming the habit. Upon Sun-
day the building is open all day, for a man cannot seek

employment then, and at evening a meal, consisting of

coffee, bread and butter, and cold beans, is served free
of charge —proving to the inmate that in enforcing
strict rules the principles of Christianity are not
forgotten.

Charlotte Mulligan,

The First Female College..

Ix the October CENTURY, under the caption, “A
New College for Women,” occur these lines: ¢ There
have been three distinctly marked stages in the
higher education of women in America: co-education
pure and simple, first tested at Oberlin, in 1833; then
separate colleges for women, in which line Vassar, in
1865, made the first departure,”1 ete.

The charter for Oberlin was, according to a letter
from the clerk of the Oberlin Faculty, dated March
13, 18809, issued in 1834: according to the same au-
thority, the first diploma to a woman graduated there
was dated 1838; but T have been unable to obtain
anywhere the name of any woman who graduated at
Oberlin in 1838, or evenin 1839. If no error has been
made in this matter,— and I do not intimate that there
has,— the holder of the Oberlin diploma is entitled to
the honor of the first diploma ever issued to a woman,
and her name should be recovered and preserved fo
complete the record of one of the most interesting facts
in the progress of civilization.

But the history of the first female college isless ob-
scured, and is easy of access. After an agitation of the
higher-education-for-women idea, extending through
fifteen years, the Georgia legislature in 1836 chartered
the Georgia Female College, and it was built at Macon
at a first cost of $80,000.

1 The Wesleyan Female College of Ohio, incorporated in 1846,
the Mary Sharp College, of Winchester, Tenn., founded in 1848,

and Elmira College, Elmira, New York, which graduated its first
class in 1850, all long antedate Vassar.
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The State charter conferred full collegiate powers
upon the institution. The first faculty was made up
of eleven professors and teachers, and while the course
does not compare with that of the same institution of
this day, it was equal to that afforded by most contempo-
rarycolleges for men. Noris the standard of the educa-
tional course then of moment now. The point of deepest
interest is the enlightened thought that, finding public
expressionthrough legislativeaction and individual sub-
scription, placed woman upon equal footing with man.
This privilege was at once taken advantage of. Upon
the opening of the college, January g, 1839, ninety
young ladies came forward and were enrolled. Eleven
of these had been advanced in seminaries to a point,
that permitted of their entry with the senior class, and
in the latter part of the same year they graduated.
Their names were Misses C. E. Brewer, Sarah V.
Clopton, Elizabeth Flournoy, Ann E. Hardeman, Mar-
tha F. Heard, Julia M. Heard, Sarah M. Holt, Matilda
J. Moore, Harriet M. Ross, Mary L. Ross, and Mar-
garet A. Speer. These are family names honorably
connected with social and public life in Georgia for
upward of a century,

‘When this class of eleven girls was drawn upin line
to receive their diplomas, the advantage of alphabeti-
cal position brought Miss Brewer the first. Into her
hands, therefore, went, it is confidently believed, the
first diploma issued by a college exclusively for
women — the first fruits of that growth which to-day
is productive of so much for the wemanhood of the
world., This lady, with several of her class, is still
living. Inthe summer of 1887 a semi-centennial cele-
bration was held in the chapel of the college, and there
were gathered much of the wealth, beauty, intellect,
and culture of the South. Upon this occasion the * Miss
Brewer ” of nearly fifty years previous, now a gray-
haired matron, Mrs. C. E. Benson of Macon, advanced
in front of the trustees, bearing in her hand the very
document she had received from their predecessors.
With a graceful little speech, she returned to them
the diploma for preservation among the sacred relics
of the college, and to-day it hangs upon the walls, an
object of deep interest to all visitors.

Not as pertaining necessarily to the topic, but yet
of value and interest, I beg to add a few lines to this
sketch. The Georgia Female College, coming into con-
trol of the Methodists, became, without interruption to
its course or existence, the Wesleyan Female College.
Indeed, the doors of the institution have never been
closed but thrice in its history — two weeks during the
passing of Sherman, two days during the occupation
of Macon by General Wilson, and six weeks because
of small-pox in 1873.

Through the generosity of George I. Seney, the
noted Brooklyn philanthropist, the Wesleyan College
was remodeled a few years since at a cost of $105,000.

During the existence of the college it has sent forth
1990 graduates — girls who have gone into the life of
the South. The majority of these girls, naturally, be-
longed to Georgia, and to their gentle and intelligent
ministry is due perhaps, more than to any other cause,
the proud title so justly won by Georgia — * The Em-
pire State of the South.”

Harry Stillwell Edwards,
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