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personal motives either of interest or friendship, yet
the safety of the state requires that this should not go
too far.” If a preacher’s forecast made such a warn-
ing necessary then, how much more must be added
now from our bitter experience ? How necessary such
words of solemn and prophetic admonition as those
spoken by Bishop Potter at St. Paul’'s on the chief
day of the centennial celebration —in the presence of
one President and two ex-Presidents.

We saw, thirteen years ago, the scene of enthusiasm
when the dawning of Independence Day commemo-
rated the origin of the festival justa hundred years be-
fore. We may easily imagine the intense excitement
which would characterize it this year if armed and alien
enemies stood in military array within the boundaries
of the Republic. And yet there has never been a timein
our country’s history when the elements of reverence
for the past and anxiety for the present and the future
were more necessary than in the celebration of this first
Independence Day of the Constitution’s second century.
There are many subjects which deserve the most seri-
ous reflection of any American who aspires to good
citizenship. It is high time for him to awake out of
slomber and disappoint the hopes of the intestine foes
of all good citizens. He can no longer afford to believe
that all the voters of the opposite party are rogues;
that he is serving his country when he uses his citizen-
ship for the mere purpose of circumventing them;
that he is under any obligation to transfer to local elec-
tions the issues and passions which are appropriate
only to national elections; or that in general every
man whom he finds labeled with his party title becomes
thereby a Heaven-ordained leader, to be trusted im-
plicitly and followed unshrinkingly: these are the
familiar tricks and devices by which self-seeking poli-
ticians of all parties have kept the good people of these
States divided and neutralized, taking to themselves
the objects of their own desire. To repudiate such in-
fluences may seem an easy task, but human nature
makes it one of the most difficult of human experience.
To meet it with success, there is need of all the re-
sources to be drawn from the training of the past and
the feeling of responsibility for the future ; and for such
considerations there have been few Independence Days
mere appropriate than that of 1889, when the political
passions of the past have cooled and the strong winds
of coming struggles are yet at a distance. The thoughts
appropriate to the day may be less exciting than usual
this year, but it cannot be said that they are less im-
portant.

The Summer Exodus, and what it Testifies.

THE contrast between the past and the present of
American life will hardly find a more striking embodi-
ment than in the changes in the mode of passing the
summer. Within the memory of many of us, a com-
plete change of residence during the hot months was
a luxury confined to comparatively few. Country peo-
ple never thought of it ; and it was believed that in the
cities the first subterfuge of an ambitious family was to
close the front of the house and to live in the back
rooms, if so be that they could thus persuade the world of
their neighborhood that they too had taken part in the
annual flitting. If city children were sent for the sum-
mer to the grand-paternal farm, they were fortunate
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beyond their fellows. Now the case is changed past
recognition. Social conditions seem to be ordered to
meet a general summer exodus. Summer hotels are
everywhere. They form an almost continuous line
along the coast of New England and the Middle States;
one mountain region after another has succumbed to
their invasion; the lakes of the interior have begun to
prove most attractive watering-places; and the rising
tide of summer travel has begun to cut new channels
foritself—along the Pacific coast, on the Gulf of Mexico,
and in the great pine woods and the hill territory of the
South. The summer cottage has been elastic enough
to meet the needs of purses of every grade: it ranges
from that which is almost a palace in its extent and
equipment or the wide-stretching club-park, with its
reserved rights of shooting or fishing, to the economical
boarding-place or the Adirondack cabin. Poor indeed
is the family that cannot contrive by the exercise of
forethought and thrift to secure some brief summer’s
outing; for the bread-winners or for all the members
of the family ; and when the inability seems to exist,
it is more often a certain incompatibility between the
family resources and the family desires. The develop-
ment has even gone further, and many who cannot
afford such a relaxation contrive a substitute by trans-
ferring their scene of work to summer resorts, or have
it furnished for them by * fresh-air funds.”

Much of this change in the habits of the people has
undoubtedly been due to the increasing tendency to a
city life. However great the attractions of the city may
be, man retains something of the nature of Antzeus,
and needs an occasional renewal of direct contact with
mother carth to keep him in full vigor. When the
proportion of those who are habitually confined to an
urban life has increased from one-thirtieth to one-third
it is natural that there should be a correspondingly
increased pressure for summer relaxation and for
accommodations to supply it. Even this explanation,
however, is by no means adequate. It would account
for the increased stream of Americans who wish to
leave the cities during the summer, but not for their
ability to indulge the desire. The fact that school-
teachers, who naturally long for a summer outing, are
many times more numerous than they were fifty years
ago, will not tell us why that sorely underpaid class
of workers, for whom there was no provision then, has
now a store of vacation resorts from which to choose.

The subject may have much more than a merely
curious interest. Mr. Henry George and his disciples
have strenuously asserted that the rewards of labor
are both actually and comparatively less than they were
fifty years ago, and others have as strenuously contra-
dicted them. It is impossible, unfortunately, to array
any undoubted or fairly indubitable testimony on either
side. Those who labored and were paid for their labor
fifty years ago are most of them dead, and can tell us
nothing about the matter. Those who are still alive
are by no means the same persons that they were fifty
years ago; they cannot compare the two periods fairly
and tell us whether the intervening time has given
them more or less for their work. Figures are in-
corrigible liars. They leave out of view all sorts of
conditions, which materially change their size and
weight. A table of comparative wages may tell us in
plain figures the workman’s different rates of wages at
two different periods, while it tells nothing of the varia-
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tions in the price of flour or meat, or in rent or cloth-
ing, all of which the workman would find to be very
serious limitations on the real purchasing power of his
money wages, Even when we get figures for these
latter elements they profit us little. The average price
of flour for a particular year may be a high one, but this
may be due either to continuous high prices thronghout
the year, or to an abnormally high price for some
months, in which the workman has felt it very little
by reason of his ability to provide substitutes for flour
at that time. No mere wage statistics, moreover, will
tell us whether the workman, under the wages current
for either point of time, had work enough for all the
year around, or for but a part of the year. Again, the
price of board or the total cost of living may have
remained the same, while improvements in transpor-
tation have added to the table beef and mutton from
the West, fish from the Pacific coast, and canned goods
from all parts of the country or of the world, thus en-
abling the same money, or the same wages, to furnish
that prime necessity for man, a varied diet. Countless
parallel reasons have led men to impeach the validity
of almost every collocation of figures, and fair-minded
men, while admitting the figures as conclusive upon
their own judgment, have often shrunk from any at-
tempt to impose them upon the judgment of others.
The figures do seem to show that Mr. George is ut-
terly wrong, and that the condition of the workingman
has improved greatly during the past half-century.
Every new collocation of figures which brings out the
same result strengthens the mathematical probability
of that conclusion, and yet we can hardly say that the
inherent weakness of figures has so far been overcome
that the case is decided.

Under such circumstances, the summer exodus may
contain indications which are more trustworthy and of
more real weight than any mere figures can be. A col-
umn of wage statistics may, out of willfulness, inatten-
tion, or pure ignorance in the compiler, omit elements
which are essential to any complete or just conclusion;
but no such imperfection can be attributed to such a
social fact as that which we are considering. The sum-
mer exodus is the mathematical result ofacomposition of
all theforces which bear on the question: it omitsnocon-
sideration whichis essential to the conclusion ; itassigns
to each its comparative importance with an accuracy
which no human compilation of figures can hope to
reach; and its summing-up maybe of the greatestservice
in showing us whether the progressof the past fifty years
has really been accompanied by any relative increase of
poverty. If the summer exodus has grown only as the
country has grown; if it is confined to the same social
classes to which it was confined in 1839; if the num-
bers who take part in it have increased only in pro-
portion to the increase of those classes ; still more, if
there has been any relative falling-off in number — then
we may as well admit that there is the strongest of in-
dications that our progress has not done much for poy-
erty. If, on the other hand, we find that the numbers
of those who can now indulge in the summer’s outing
have grown far beyond the mere numerical increase of
population; that the annual movement has penetrated
further downward to social strata which could not have
thought of it a half-century ago — then we may surely
take the whole development as a fair indication that
progress has done something to take the edge from
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poverty, unless we are to take it that the people are
obstinately bent nowadays on taking vacations which
they cannot really afford. It is from this point of view
that such social phenomena are most worthy of study,
as well as most easy of apprehension. There are not
many who cannot make some contribution to the dis-
cussion ; and the greater the amount of light which is
poured upon it the greater is the likelihood of a just
and permanent decision.

Qutdoor Sports.

THERE comes to the American people, with the hot
weather, the season in which outdoor sports seem to
reign supreme. Boat-races and baseball matches fol-
low one another in bewildering succession. The news-
papers reek with championships and gossip about
champions and would-be champions. You shall find
the spectators at a single game of baseball outnum-
bering the entire population of such a city as Boston a
hundred years ago. Schoolboys are no longer the
only ones who are thought to suffer such amusements
to come between them and their work; an equal in-
terest in outdoor sports is attributed to judges and law-
yers, editors and reporters, merchants and clerks; and
it is even said that our Saturday half-holidays are in
many cases due less to interest in the health of subor-
dinates than to the desire of principals to witness some
outdoor athletic contest. At any rate, it should be un-
derstood that lack of interest in open-air amusements
is no longer to be included among the faults of the
American people.

We may grant at once all thatis claimed for the new
development by its professed admirers. It will doubt-
less exert a strong influence against the intrusion of
weak lungs, hearts, and livers into our pulpits, editorial
and court rooms, and other scenes of professional work,
It will make those who take active part in it more
prompt to think and decide in emergencies. It will
check the feverish eagerness of Americans in their
pursuit of work for the sake of work. And the increas-
ing number of those who are able to take part in it is
merely another fact in evidence of the greater comfort
of modern life and of our people’s stronger leaning to-
wards healthy amusements as a break in the monotony
of unvarying work.

All this and more might be granted without making
out an impregnable case for the modern development
of athletics. It is not enough to prove the objects
good, even with a likelihood of attaining them ; it is
often more important to attend to the correctness of
the methods employed, for they may be such as to
bring with them new evils which more than counter-
balance all the good that has been attained. The
amusements of a people are not at all beneath the at-
tention of a sound social philosophy; they are often
symptomatic of tendencies which cannot yet be seen in
any other way, as the real nature of men comes out
most clearlyin their moments of relaxation. When the
Roman noble went into the barracks of the gladiators
and bet his sesterces upon their chances in the mor-
row’s contest, the evil omen of the scene was not in
the mere brutality of the sport, but in the disappear-
ance of all that had once made up the Roman idea.
No matter whether the sport in question was cruel
or refined, the men and women whose souls were





