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says, speaking of a visit to the house of Thomas Miff-
lin: “Here we had much conversation with Mr. Charles
Thomson, who is, it seems, about marrying a lady, a
relation of Mr. Dickinson’s, with £5000 sterling. This
Charles Thomson is the Sam Adams of Philadelphia.”
In a foot-note to his article Mr. Bowen says, ¢ 7/honison
was the father-in-law of Elbridge Gerry.” Thisalsois
an error. Mr. Thomson was twice married. His first
wife was a daughter of Charles Mather of Chester
County, by whom he had two children, who died in their
infancy. By his second wife ke Zad no children, and
hence it is very clear that he was zof the father-in-law
of Elbridge Gerry. Mr. Gerry’s wife was a Miss Ann
Thompson, danghter of James Thompson of New York
City, aman of great prominence in his day, and on his
mother’s side connected with some of the oldest fami-
lies in New York. For details of this statement I refer
Mr. Bowen to the * Memoirs of Elbridge Gerry,” by
James T. Austin, p. 502.

Mr. Bowen, however, is not the anly person who has
fallen into error about Charles Thomson. In Drake’s
¢ Dictionary of American Biography,” in a sketch of
Gerry, Mr. Drake says: “ He married Ann, daughter
of Charles Thomson, Secretary of Congress,’” and adds
that she died at New Haven, March 17, 1849, aged
eighty-six years. In “Appleton’s Cyclopzedia of Ameri-
can Biography,” a very valuable work, it is stated that
Charles Thomson “had just come to Philadelphia in
September, 1774, with his bride, & sister of Benjamin
Harrison, the signer.”

PHILADELPHIA, Horatio Gales Jones.

Imperial Federation,

Ix the April number of THE CENTURY MAGAZINE
Charles H. Lugrin of Fredericton, New Brunswick,
writes: “I do not recall the name of a prominent
public man who favors the project [of Imperial Feder-
ation]; while several may be named . . . who have
put themselves on record against it.”

Will you allow me to correct this staiement by re-
ferring to the latest list of the council of the Imperial
Federation League in Canada, which I inclose, and
which contains the names of two ministers of the Do-
minion, twelve senators, including the speaker, maore
than fifty M. P.'s of the Dominion, the Roman Cath-
olic archbishop of Halifax, the Anglican bishop of
Nova Scotia, four lieutenant-governors, and many well-
known names in all branches of public life.

Mr. Lugrin also states that “ A few branches of the
Federation League have been established in the Do-
minion.” The facts are these:

A year aco branches were in existence in Montreal,
Ingersoll, Victoria, B. C., Halifax, Peterboro, Ottawa,
and Toronto. Since then branches have been organ-
ized in Brantford, Port Arthur, St. Thomas, Orillia,
Lindsay, and county of Victoria; St. John, N. B.;
Chatham, Ontario; Pictou, N. S.; Wiarton, Belle-
ville, and Kingston; and there are in course of for-
mation, branches at Woodstock, Picton, Cookstown,
Barrie, Calgary; Yarmouth, N. S. ; St. Mary's, Van-
couver, B. C.; Winnipeg, Paisley, Brampton, and
Hamilton.

Arthr H. Loring,
Secretary Imperial Federation League.
Loxpox, ExcLAND.
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Salmon P. Chase’s Training for Finance.

I arecent number of THE CENTURY the biographers
of Mr. Lincoln, speaking of Mr. Chase, say :

Without any fmiai previous experience, without any other
preparation for his exacting task than great natural abili-
ties, unswerving integrity and fidelity, and unwearying in-
dustry, he grappled with the difficulties of the situation
in a manner which won him the plaudits of the civilized
world and will forever enshrine his name in the memory
of his fellow-citizens.

The statement above, italicized by me, is perhaps not
strictly correct. Itistruethat Mr. Chase was primarily
a lawyer, yet itis also true that he was a trained finan-
cier., So early as 1834 he was appointed solicitor at
Cincinnati of the old United States Bank.

In that year the Lafayette Bank of Cincinnati was
established. T have before me as I write the original
minutes of the Board of Directors of that bank for the
first ten years of its existence. From these I find that
Mr. Chase was one of the first Board of Directors, and
continued a director for nearly ten years. In addition
to this, he was made Secretary of the Board at its first
meeting and solicitor of the bank. The latter office he
held also for nearly ten years. At the time of this
clection he was but twenty-six years of age. I have
looked carefully through the minutes, and they disclose
the fact that he was in constant attendance at the meet-
ings of the Board, and took a controlling direction in
the affairs of the bank. He was constantly placed at
the head of the most important committees, such as that
of preparing the by-laws.

It also appears from the minutes that he gave
minute attention to the business, and was severely ex-
acting. The resolutions in his handwriting, which I
inclose, evidence this.1

At the time he took so prominent a part in the affairs
of this bank, while so young a man, his associates
numbered among them some of the most famous men
of that city of that day— Josiah Lawrence, the presi-
dent, Judge Este, Neff, Jones, and others. This bank
became a leading bank of the city, and now, trans-
formed into a national bank, maintains its original
high character. Here, as elsewhere, his work is en-
during. Thus for ten years, in the formative period
of his life, from twenty-six to thirty-six years of age,
he had the double training of a bank director and so-
licitor of the bank—and this in one of the chief cities
of the country.

As a bank lawyer, he ranked first in his profession.

Before he became a member of Mr. Lincoln’s Cabi-
net he had been for six years United States senator.
While excluded by the pro-slavery majority from the

1 The resolutions are as follows: “ Reselowed, 1. Thatin no case
shall any mortgage upon real estate be received as security for any
loan or discount, unless the applicant for suchloan or discount shall
have furnished a eomplete abstract of the material parts of the title
papers of such real estate, and also of all adverse elaims, legal and
equitable, to such real estate, to the solicitor whose duty 1t shall
be carefully to examine such abstract and to furnish to the Presi-
dent his written opinion t} , which opinion, together with the
abstract, shall be lodged with the cashier. 2. That in all cases
where any real estate, received as security for any loan or discount,
shall be released from the operation of any mortgage before the
debt secured thereby shall have been fully paid, the attendant ex-
penses shall be paid by the applicant for such release. 3. No
discount or loan shall be granted to facilitate the payment of any
debt on which suit has been commenced or judgment rendered
unless the applicant for such loan or discountshall pay the costs of

such suit or judgment, including attorney’s fees.’
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committees, because he  belonged to no healthy po-
litical organization,” it was yet his duty to consider
the finances of the nation ; and where duty called him
to act it was his habit thoroughly to inform himself.
He had also been for four years Governor of Ohio,
with a general supervision of the finances of that great
State. During this time occurred the famous defal-
cation of Breslin, the State Treasurer. Mr. Chase, as
governor, at once took possession of the treasury,
and with a master’s hand brought order out of chaos,
and so satisfactorily to the State that what seemed at
first to be a blemish to his administration redounded to
its honor. So it would seem that he had had that
special training which fitted him for his mighty task.
When he met the great bankers of New York he
met them not as a stranger, but as one of them, initi-
ated into the mysteries of their craft. Tt was well.
Mr. Chase’s achievement was not the flash of gen-
ius that bewilders, but the natural result of trained
PD\\’C]‘S.

Allow me a word in another relation. The extracts
from the diary and letters of Chase given in this
history of Mr. Lincoln are not pleasant reading. But
the picture has its relief. They were written chiefly
in the weary, waiting year — 1861-62. The most
effective pages of this history are, perhaps, those re-
lating to McClellan. The grouping of the facts presents
a progressive climax that is simply crushing — but
is it not reactionary? Is not the emotion it excites
one of painful pity for McClellan and something akin
to indignation that those in power should have borne
solong withhim ? Remember that Chase was present
and saw all—saw the grand army of the Union
wasting away in hopeless inactivity ; saw it again, led
to battle in a desultory way, defeated piecemeal by
a foe inferior in numbers ; saw it when victorious re-
treating from its vanquished enemy; meanwhile saw
the debt of the nation piling up mountain high, threat-
ening a financial abysm that would engulf all.

The situation was without precedent. No other
nation could have borne those loans. IFor many months
Mr. Chase was in daily apprehension of a catastrophe,
blasting alike his country and himself. The responsi-
bility was his. Others spent; “ he smote the rock ”;
and yet he wasignored! He felt himself neglected, and
chafed as the strong man bound. Perhaps it would
have been better had he suffered in silence; and yet
perhaps complaint brought relief.

Born to command, a courtier he could not be.

A letter he wrote me of date August 29, 1862, por-
trays his feelings during the McClellan régime. I close
with this extract from it:

Since the coming of General Halleck, I have known
no more of the progress of the war than any outsider. [
mean so far as influencing it goes. My recommendations
had been, before he came in, generally disregarded, and
since have been seldom ventured. I did,in one or two
conversations, insist on the removal of General McClel-
lan, andthe substitution of a more vigorous and energetic
and able leader; on the clearing out of the Mississippi ;
and the expulsion of the rebels from East Tennessee — all
which might have been done. But though heard, I was
not heeded. I hope for the best. Those who reject my
counsels ought to know more than I do. At all events
little is now left for me, except to administer as well as [

may under existing circumstances the complicated and
difficult concerns of my own department.

CINCINNATL W. M. Dickson.
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Retaliation in Missouri.

THERE are errors in the April installment of the
“Life of Lincoln” relative to the part taken by me
in the execution of ten rebel guerrillas at Palmyra,
Missouri, in October, 1862, in retaliation for the ab-
duetion and murder of a Union citizen of that town,
With the opinion of Messrs. Nicolay and Hay on what
they term “a punishment tenfold as severe as that
demanded by the Mosaic law” I need not concern
myself. The statement that my action was under the
authority of the State of Missouri is an error. The
letter of General Curtis quoted to sustain that state-
ment appears (according to a foot-note on page 860 of
Vol. XXII. of the “ Official Records ) never to have
been sent; or, if sent, he was afterwards ashamed of
its misstatements, for he forwarded to Washington a
copy of a letter taking entirely different ground for re-
fusing to treat with the rebel authorities in their inves-
tigation of the execution.

The fact is that while I was at the time a brigadier-
general of Missouri State troops, I held a commission
as colonel of the 2d Missouri Cavalry, a regiment of
State militia mustered into the United States service.
As such I had been assigned, June 4, 1862, by the depart-
ment commander, General Schofield, to command the
district of North-east Missouri (see Vol. XIII., page
417, of the *“ Official Records "), and instructed by him
to « take the field in person and exterminate the rebel
bands " infesting that section. General Schofield ex-
pressly enjoined (see Vol. XIII., page 467, of the * Of-
ficial Records™): “ Do not be too moderate in the
measure of severity dealt out to them. Carry out Gen-
eral Orders No. 18 and No. 3 thoroughly.”

General Order No. 18 (see Vol. XIII., page 4oz,
 Official Records ') states that :

Rebel officers and men are returning to their homes,
passing stealthily through ourlinesand endeavoringagain
to stir up insurrection in various portions of the State where
peace has long prevailed, and there still remain among
the disaffected who never belonged to the rebel army
a few who avail themselves of every opportunity to mur-
der Union soldiers and destroy the property of citizens.
. . . The utmost vigilance and energy are enjoined upon
all troops of the State in hunting down and destroying
these robbers and assassins. When caught in arms en-
gaged in their unlawful warfare they will be shot down
upon the spot. All good citizens who desire to live in
peace are required to give their assistance to the military
authorities in detecting and bringing to punishment the
outlaws who infest this State, and those who shelter and
give them protection. Those who fail to do. their duty
in this matter will be regarded and treated as abettors of
the eriminals.

It will thus be seen that I was acting directly under
Federal authority as an officer of the United States
Army and in accordance with my official instructions as
such. Moreover, the ten guerrillas executed (not one
of whom but had committed murder under circum-
stances of atrocity) were selected from twenty-two who
had previously been formally tried by a United States
military commission and sentenced to death, so that
their death was but hastened by the act of retaliation,
the remaining twelve of the twenty-two convicted
being soon afterwards shot in pursuance of their sen-
tence by the officers in command at Macon City and
Mexico, Mo. Nor was there unseemly haste in thus
carrying out the sentence already pronounced against
these unfortunate men. Public notice was given that
the ten men would be shot unless within ten days the





