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4. That it is hardly denied by the most passionate
of McClellan’s partisans that the way was open before
him to Richmond on the afternoon of the first day;
that being MeClellan’s greatest opportunity.

5. That there was great confusion and discour-
agement in the rebel councils after General Johnston
was wounded and the command had devolved by sen-
iority upon General G. W. Smith.

6. That the Union troops south of the Chicka-
hominy, though wearied by death and wounds, hadyet
suffered no loss of morale; on the contrary, their spirits
had been heightened by the stubborn fight of Saturday
and the easy victory of Sunday.

7. That the Confederates had thrown almost their
whole force against McClellan's left wing (Keyes and
Heintzelman), and on the second day were streaming
back to Richmond in disconragement and disorder.

8. Messrs. Nicolay and Hay approvingly quote
from an official report made by General Barnard in
1863 : “ We now know the state of disorganization and
dismay in which the rebel army retreated. We now
know that it could have been followed into Richmond.”

Oceupying the second place in command, I was in a
position to know that:

(1) General Johnston did not make his plans with-
out providing for the possible initiative of General Mc-
Clellan and the probability of an offensive return, as
the disposition of the troops fully indicates; and his
purpose was not ¢ put in action” with promptitude.

(2) Instead of it being the duty of the forces under
G. W. Smith to strike the right flank of the Union
troops as soon as the assault of Longstreet and Hill
became fully developed, it was their duty to guard
against a possible advance of McClellan’s right wing.

(3) Owing to the swelled condition of the Chicka-
hominy it was physically impossible for General Me-
Clellan to have “crossed his army, instead of one
division.” And, owing to the fact that only a small
portion of Johnston's force was engaged at Seven Pines,
if the other Federal corps could have crossed the Chick-
ahominy after Sumner, they would have found them-
selves confronted on the field by nine Confederate
brigades that were not in action the first day. Besides,
there were three divisions on our left then covering
Richmond. The way to that city, through and over
all these forces, in addition to the five brigades that
had beaten McClellan's left wing (Keyes and Heint-
zelman), and the four brigades that checked Sumner,
would have been no easy “ military promenade.”

(4) The way to Richmond was not open to MeClel-
lan on the afternoon of the first day.

(5) There was no “ confusion in the rebel councils
when the command devolved upon me. It istrue there
was a lack of information in regard to the condition of
affairs on the Williamsburg road, but as soon as I
heard that a large portion of General Longstreet’s
forces had not been engaged there, I ordered him to
renew the attack as early as practicable the next morn-
ing (June 1).

(6) A very large portion of the Union troops that
were beaten on the first day (May 31) suffered great
“loss of merale.” The so-called  easy victory of Sun-
day ” consisted in the repulse of six Confederate regi-
ments that attacked the Federal lines on the second day,
and the repulse —by another Confederate brigade —
of the Federals who pursued the beaten six regiments.
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(7) On the first day the Confederates atlacked Me-
Clellan’s left wing with but five brigades. So far from
streaming back to Richmond in discouragement and
disorder, they remained in possession of the captured
works, on the Williamsburg road, nearly twenty-four
hours after the fighting ended; and on the Nine-mile
road closely confronted Sumner’s corps, at Fair Oaks,
for several days thereafter.

(8) Ten of the eighteen Confederate brigades which
took part in these operations returned to their former
positions, covering Richmond, the day after the fight-
ing ended, and eight brigades remained on or near the
battlefield.

The theory that at Seven Pines * the Confederates
attacked in full force, were repulsed, retreated in dis-
organization and dismay, and might easily have been
followed into Richmond,” is refuted by the official
records and by indisputable facts and proofs elsewhere
published.

Gustavus W. Smith,
Late Major-Geneval C. S. A.

The Mother's Right.

1

AmoneG the many “rights " which women are de-
manding and exercising to-day, the mother’s right fo
forestall “reform " and make “criminal legislation
unnecessary runs the risk of being overlooked. Our
public-spirited women are doing, in many directions,
good and noble work for fallen man ; but it is a serious
questionwith the thoughtful observer whether the aver-
age mother is not guilly of more corruption in the
nursery than can be reformed by her sisters from
the public platform.

That the smallest infant has hereditary tendencies
from ancestors near and remote, whose influence pre-
cedes all exercise of a mother’s power, none will deny.
A father’s strong influence, for good or evil, all will ac-
knowledge. The subsequent benumbing atmosphere
of *“society ” cannot be forgotien. But closer than all
these has throbbed the mother’s heart, and in those
earliest and only years in which man entertains abso-
lutely unquestioning faith in human teaching, it is his
mother who represents to him the law of life.

It would probably startle the great mass of well-
meaning mothers to have the adult errors of their sons
explained as were those of the Hebrew king, * For
his mother was his counselor to do wickedly *; and
yet, let us see what close observation of the home rule
of a large proportion of even so-called *Christian
women ™ reveals.

While the writer was visiting the relatives of a cele-
brated clergyman, the distinguished man, who had not
been in that part of the country for years, accepted an
invitation to meet several friendsinformally. The seven-
year-old son of the family, given to loud roaring when-
ever his wishes were crossed, was allowed to sit up
and was thus exhorted : ““Now, Tom, you must behave
well; for your uncle is a celebrated man, and I want
himi to admire you.” Result: Tom the most perfect of
imitation gentlemen for that evening, while roaring and
kicking as lustily as ever at breakfast the next morn-
ing; the conviction remaining with him that to seem
and not to be is the important thing in life.

A mother, an active and prominent member of vari-
ous public societies for “liberalizing thought” and
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«promotmg reform,” found it difficult to make her
son rise on Sunday morning in time to be ready for
church. She finally adopted the expedient of sending
his little sister to tell him that it was half an hour later
than it really was; and he, too indolent to look at his
own watch, was thus beguiled by his mother’s and sis-
ter’s falsehood to a religious service to which all three
of their lives gave the direct lie. Could the beauty of
truth and the call of duty seem real to those two poor
children ? And yet by whose training were they made
to seem unreal ?

Again, still in the circle of the writer’s immediate
acquaintance, a mother went to confer with the teacher
of a school to which the former had just sent her son.
] know your principle is to appeal solely to the higher
nature, and to make pupils learn by inspiring an in-
tellectual interest in their studies and a sense of duty
in their souls. That sounds very beautiful, but you can
do nothing with my son in that way, Appeal to his
vanity, suggest to him to outshine others, and he will
do all you wish. Ithought I would give you a hint how
to manage him.” It is interesting to know that the
teacher remained true to the higher standard, and that
the second year saw this boy, who, according to his
mother, could be moved only through his selfish vanity,
an alert and interested scholar, holding excellent rank
in a school whose motto was, * Do your best, and re-
joice with him who can do better.” '

The writer’s love for children leading her to make
frequent visits to the luxurious nursery of a friend, she
noticed that a sweet-tempered little fellow was con-
stantly deprived of his playthings and generally im-
posed upon by his brother. The mother’s attention
being called to it, she said placidly, “ It was so fortu-
nate that Willie would submit to such treatment, for
dear Phil. was such a high-spirited boy that opposition
made him frantic.” That amiability had any rights, or
thata « high spirit  could be brutally selfish, had never
oceurred to her. Inanother nursery were the children
of a gentleman who, with his brothers, was noted for
violent outbreaks of temper on the slightest provoca-
tion, the theory of home discipline having been the
common laisser-aller of the last two generations. The
wives of these brothers could not conceal the bitter-
ness brought into their own lives by contact with na-
tures at once so violent and so ignorant of self-control,
Yet in this nursery, where the mother spoke frankly
of the intolerable strain imposed upon her by her hus-
band’s conduct, she still laughingly allowed her tiny
sons o bite and kick and scratch each other,as if they
had been little tigers, instead of creatures with a con-
science to be reached and hearts to be touched. The
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little fellows happened to have hearts as warm as their
tempers, and as quick perception of the right when it
was put before them, so that this giving them over lo
the lower possibilities of their nature was as needless
as it was wicked. When, at twelve years of age, the
eldest boy had to be sent away to school because he
was utterly unmanageable at home, he was as truly
the fruit of his mother’s training as of his father’s
sins.

On a railway train the writer noticed the entrance
of a mother and little son who were unexpectedly
greeted by a friend of the mother’s. The friend was
only going from one way-station to the next, while the
others were on a long journey. There happened to be
but one vacant double-seat in the car; and into this
the boy slipped, taking the seat mext the window.
His mother, eager to improve the ten minutes with her
friend, asked her son to give up his seat and take an-
other for that little time, so that she could sit with her
friend. “No, I won’t; because I want to sit by the
window, and all the other seats have people already
at the windows.”

“ But, darling, only for ten minutes, and then you
can sit by the window all day.”

“No,Iwon’t go. Iwant tositby the window zow.” .

“ But, dear, not lo give mamma pleasure 7"

“No.

“ Not for just ten little minutes, when mamma wants
so much to talk to her friend, and you can sit by the
window the whole day long?

“No! "—with impatient emphasis. And in spite
of humble entreaty from the mother, and good-natured
urging from the friend, that home-nurtured bit of self-
ishness kept his place, the mother never dreaming of
insisting on the right and courteous thing, but mur-
muring gently that ¢ Bobby did so enjoy looking out
of the window.”” When seven-year-old Bobby becomes
Robert the husband, his sad little wife will wonder,
“\Why is it that men have so little tenderness for their
wives? "'

Not for a moment would one seem to forget that
there are wise and noble women whose children rise up
and call them blessed, and whose influence makes for
that righteousness whose fruit is integrity. But such
mothers shine against a dark background of women
who, without any distinct consciousness of the evil they
are doing, are nevertheless training from the very
nursery great numbers of men who, while keeping
within the limits of respectability, are not only the
mere shadows of true manhood, but also the tricky
politician, the unscrupulous merchant, the shameless
sensualist, and the elegant embezzler.
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