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not wither nor custom stale —the books that are
“immortalities” — are dropping into the common fund
by the expiration of the “limited period.” Let us take
these spoils of time freely and without price, under
the policy of all governments, but in all justice and
good conscience let us recompense the author for
his work, under whatsoever skies he writes, for the
statute time.

The United States, whose literature owes more to
the world than that of any other nation, is, in the
matter of intellectual property, behind the age. She
wraps the mantle of selfishness about her and legis-
lates for her own family only, saying to her citizens,
“Thou shalt not rob thine own brother, but if there
be a stranger within thy gates, thon mayest plunder
him with a high hand and a free conscience.” Itis one
against the world, and herplunder weakens her capacity
for producing work that is good at home, or work that
the world will even steal. A governmental policy in
copyright, that would grant common rights to others,
would secure for ourselves rights which we need, and
rights which would largely help us to higher standards,
purer taste, and added nationality in our literature.

John E. Cleland.

InpranaroLis, Inp.
The Piedmont Exposition, Atlanta.

CounTy and State fairs are locally advantageous
whenever they are intelligently conducted. If planned
so as to attract wide attention and induce general in-
terest, they always arouse a spirited rivalry among the
contestants for awards of merit, and such competitive
efforts necessarily result in material benefit to all
branches of industry and all departments of husbandry
that are represented. Likewise inter-State and na
tional expositions, when successfully managed, are
proportionately beneficial throughout the wider fields
of their influence. They are all eye-openers to the
possibilities of energy, incentives to enterprise, and
powerful factors in the creation of thrift and pros-
perity.

In these respects it is impossible to estimate what
they have done for the South within the last ten years.
Probably all of the others together are not equal in the
value of their effect to the Piedmont Exposition, which
occurred at Atlanta, Ga., about three months ago, It
is now sufficiently a thing of the past to be reviewed
calmly, with some chance of determining its practical
results and substantial benefits.

It was only 104 days in course of preparation, and
it lasted just two weeks. The fair-grounds, consisting
of 197 acres, were farm-lands in cultivation when the
Lxposition was organized; and yet 104 days from that
time, when the gates of the great fair were formally
thrown open, all the necessary buildings and other
arrangements, including an excellent race-track, stood
in such admirable readiness that they seemed no less
than the creditable result of many months of laborious
preparation.

The Exposition itself was undeniably higher in its
aim, wider in its scope, greater in its magnitude, and
fuller in its success than any affair of the kind which
has ever been held in the South.

1f asked to express in one word the best result and
most invaluable benefit of the Piedmont Exposition, I
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should say —revelation! Revelation, deep and wide, of
acommon interest in our common country; revelation
of local pride without the slightest disposition to insist
upon the perpetuation of sectional lines between the
States; revelation of a sincere desire for the profitable
development of every resource of our broad land;
revelation of that true patriotism which should make
Massachusetts rejoice in the prosperity of Georgia’s
cotton-mills, and make Pennsylvania glad at Alabama’s
mineral wealth; revelation of the truth that we are
one people, with no violently conflicting interests, no
ground for jealous ambitions, and no cause for internal
dissensions, but bound together by a union of purposes,
asympathy in aspirations, and an indestructible fellow-
ship in destiny. These were the revelations of inter-
State significance.

Locally the Piedmont Exposition was a revelation
of marvelous excellence in all varieties of manufactur-
ing industry ; ofsurprising advance in every phase of
mercantile enterprise; of vast improvement in stock
and cattle-breeding ; of admirable progress in methods
of farming; and of an inexhaustible wealth in mineral
and other natural resources.

It showed too that the Southern people ““have pulled
themselves together,” and so energized their ambitions
as to insure a rapid march in all ways of material de-
velopment and substantial prosperity. In this spirit
of revived hope they are greatly sustained by the con-
stant realization of encouragement from all the other
branches of our great family of States.

It can not fairly be claimed that the immense crowd
which gathered in Atlanta during the Exposition was
all attracted by the exhibition of the Piedmont re-
sources. It must be admitted that the President and
his wife were incalculably strong magnets. No doubt
thousands went to Atlanta to see them who never ap-
proached the Exposition grounds. But the crowd was
great enough to stand a very liberal allowance for the
hero-worshiping element, and still leave a balance
altogether ample to attest a deep and wide interest in
the purposes and success of the Exposition itself.

The visitors numbered more than twice as many as
the resident population. I mean it as no complaint
against the provision which Atlanta made for her
guests, but only as evidence of how the city was
packed do I mention the fact that several churches
and other public buildings were thrown open as sleep-
ing-houses for strangers who were without shelter. I
saw at least five hundred men, women, and children
sleeping on their trunks in the Union Depot; and the
cold marble steps of the Kimball House, for three
flights up, were every night literally packed with men
who dropped down on them in absolute exhaustion
and slept.

If most of these people suffered all these discomforts
merely for a glimpse of the President, it argues power-
fully the Southern interest in national affairs. If, on
the other hand, even a fair proportion of them were
simply in attendance upon the Exposition, it proves a
lively awakening of interest in the vast wealth and in-
finite resources of the Piedmont region. The fair was
the first of its kind in the South which T ever knew to
be profitable. The total cost was $199,530. The total
receiptsfrom all sources were $209,096. Thus is shown
a net profit of $9566. In this calculation the perma-
nent buildings and the grounds are put down in the
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receipts at their cost, and counted as property on hand
fully worth in cash the estimated value.

I think possibly the most astounding fact in connec-
tion with the affair was its freedom from serious casu-
alties. There was but one accident of anysort reported
during the two weeks; a young boy working around
the machinery in one of the main buildings was caught
in a wheel and had his Jeg broken.

When it is remembered that there are eight railroads
running into Atlanta, and that for ten days extra sched-
ules were operated over all of them, and that during
that time no train ever came into or went out of the
town that was not packed to its utmost capacity, the
escape from accidents seems almost miraculous.

The mineral exhibit alone would have justified the
total cost of the Exposition. With one display in this
department there was a casket of jewels (in the rough)
found in North Carolina, which an expert valued at
over $30,000. But I dare not trust myself to specify
even the most conspicuous exhibits. The effect of the
Exposition will be felt far beyond the bounds of the
region it embraced, and its results will be manifested
in endless phases of energy and usefulness. It is only
just to say that to Henry W. Grady is due the credit
for the conception of this important enterprise, as well
as the chief praise for its successful fulfillment.

Marion J. Verdery.

Hawthorne's Loyalty.

AN autograph letter of Hawthorne, dated July 2oth,
1863, has recently been brought to an auction sale,
but without the knowledge or consent of the person
to whom it was addressed.

Its publication touched me deeply, I confess, espe-

'cially as Hawthorne indicates, in the letter itself, the

confidence in which it was written. He says:

I do not write (if you will please to observe) for my
letter to be read by others, for this is the first time that 1
have written down ideas which exist in a gaseous state in
my mind; and perhaps they might define themselves
rather differently on another attempt to condense them."

The publication of this letter has led to harsh and
bilter comments, and to inferences entirely at variance
with Hawthorne’s opinions as expressed to me at dif-
ferent periods during the war, in our various conversa-
tions and in his letters herewith printed. There is in
the letter spoken of intrinsic evidence that all its state-
ments were not intended to be taken literally. Forin-
stance (in controverting the charge that Pierce was a
traitor), Hawthorne exclaims, “ A traitor! Why, he is
the only leyal man in the country, North or South.”
Again, he says, in a jocular strain to the lady ad-
dressed, “I offer you the nook in our garret which
Mary contrived as a hiding-place for Mr. Sanborn.”

Remarks like these show that the letter was written
in a careless manner, and ought not, all, to be taken
seriously.

It should be observed that Hawthorne did not—in
this letter or elsewhere — speak of the Peace Demo-
crats as if he were one of them ; and I believe there is
no proof whatever that he could fairly be so classed.

Did he at any time utter a wish that the “rebels”
might succeed ? Did he ever rejoice in any victory of
theirs ? Did he praise resistance to the military draft ?

or discourage Union enlistments or the granting of
liberal military supplies? Did he, in any case, send
messages to the enemy or encourage them to perse-
vere in rebellion ? Did he express respect or esteem
for the Southern people while at war with us? If he
did none of these things, but, on the contrary, always
approved and applauded the vigorbus prosecution of
the waraflter it had broken out, then there is no justice
in calling him a Peace Diemocral. While Hawthorne
made no pretension to the character of a statesman, he
felt deeply the importance of the national interests at
stake; and some of his expressed views were wise and
far-reaching. Certainly he was an ardent well-wisher
for the success of the North.

Speculating in this letter upon what the rebels might
doin a certain contingency, he gives it as his own opin-
ion that ““the best thing possible, as far as I can see,
is lo effect a separation of the Union, giving us the west
bank of the Mississippi and a boundary line affording
us as much Southern soil as we can hope to digest in
another century.”

Looking at the condition of the country to-day after
the successful termination of the war and the settle-
ment of our national difficulties, it should not be for-
gotten that — during the struggle — there were times
when the most earnest lovers of the Union contem-
plated in sadness the probability of a division of the
States, whose interests were then so widely different.

Letters from distinguished Republican statesmen
and loyal editors are in existence which show that un-
der the terrible financial, political, and military strain
to which the North was subjected, they seriously con-
sidered the prospect of being obliged —especially in
case of foreign intervention — to accede to some such
settlement of the contest as the one suggested by Havw-
thorne in the letter in question.

Many thoughtful men now living, who were of ma-
ture age at the time of the war, will remember that
they themselves, though loyal to the core, from time
to time had doubts and fears as to the outcome of the
struggle, and speculated as to the terms of settlement
most advantageous to the North that could be obtained.
Nor was it cowardly or disloyal, under the trying circum-
stances continually occurring, for any man —while do-
ing his utmost for the success of our cause — to think
and talk in confidence to his friends of the contingency
of separation from the * diseased members,” as Iaw-
thorne called them.

In the dark days of the war (and they were frequent
almost to its end) many true men echoed the opinion
that it would be wise to “let our erring sisters go.”
But, happily, a stronger and wiser policy prevailed.
With these remarks I submit the following extracts
from letters of Hawthorne to myself, which show his
deliberate judgment — expressed at various times—
upon the subject of the War of the Rebellion:

CoNCORD, May 26th, 1861,

DEAR BRIDGE: . , . The war, strange to say, has
had a beneficial effect upon my spirits, which were flag-
ging wofully before it broke out. But it was delightful
to share in the heroic sentiment of the time and to feel
that I had a country — a consciousness which seemed to
make me young again. One thing, as regards this mat-
ter, I regret, and one thing I am glad of. The regretable
thing is that I am too old to shoulder a musket myself,
and the joyful thing is that Julian is too young. He
drills constantly with a company of lads, and means to
enlist as soon as he reaches the minimum age ; but I trust





