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Although historically an episcopal church, its gov-
ernment is largely synodical and conferential, and thus
presents an example of a church combining these two
forms of government.

It has from its origin always been of strong union
tendencies, and of a truly catholic spirit, ever recog-
nizing, even in times of prevalent bigotry, all sister
churches, and standing in friendly relations with them
where they would let it. It possesses this same spirit
to day, and hails with delight all signs of union in the
great denominations of our country, for its churchly
watch-word has ever been the high-priestly prayer of
Christ, ¢ that they may be one.”

Paul de Schweinitz.
MEeDFIELD, Mux.

To the Deaf.

THE conditions and troubles of defective hearing
may not interest the general reader, for none but the
sufferers themselves have any idea of the burden of
sorrow imposed by the impairment or deprivation of
the sense of hearing. Nothing save blindness is so
hard to bear, especially for those full of ambition, and
otherwise capable of the full enjoyment of life.

But there are comforts even in deafness. We can
see the faces of our loved ones, we can enjoy all beau-
tiful sights,— the lovely flowers, the rich landscapes,
the glorious sunsets, and all the beauties of nature,—
while all arts save music lay their treasures and achieve-
ments at our feet. The pleasures of travel, too, are not
less to us,— perhaps in many respects they are rather
enhanced.

We can make the pen available by correspondence,
and so benefit ourselves and our friends. We can use
the brush, and enjoy our labor at the easel; and we
can employ our hands for our own and others’ comfont
and happiness in a thousand ways.

Deafness is far more common than is generally sup-
posed, and is especially prevalent among the middie-
aged. Medical works assert that fully one-third of our
population between the ages of twenty-five and fifty are
partly deaf, the trouble having come on so gradually
that fully one-half of those afflicted are unaware of it
until sufficiently advanced to become troublesome.

We believe the best aurists agree that there isno help
for hereditary and congenital deafness, or those cases
where the nerves are paralyzed. A very common cause
of temporary deafness is hardening of the wax of the
ear; and the trouble may become serious if not relieved
by prompt and proper treatment at the hands ofa good
aurist. Where such aid is not available, it is safe and
possible to remove the wax by putting into the ear
two or three drops of pure glycerine three times a
day for three days, and then syringing with warm wa-
ter (as warm as can be comfortably borne) in which a
little carbonate of soda has been dissolved. Use a tea-
spoonful to one quart of water.

The ear being a very intricate, delicate, and sensitive
organ, no patent nostrum should ever be introduced
into it nor any quack ever allowed to tamper with it.
Only the very best aurists should treat it. Many dis-
orders and conditions of the inner parts of the organ
are beyond the reach of medical skill. Such cases are
disheartening. Obstruction of the Eustachian tube (the
tube that connects the tympanum, or ear-drum, with
the back upper part of the throat) is a frequent cause
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of deafness. Inflammation of the throat, affecting this
tube, also causes it. In either case, a good aurist can
aflord speedy relief by removing the obstruction or
allaying the inflammation.

Catarrhal deafness usually disappears when the cause
is removed, if the trouble has not become too deeply
seated. Farly manifestations of deafness should not be
overlooked or neglected. Elderly people are often deaf
because vitality is declining generally ; the hearing, in
common with the other powers, shows the approaching
weakness and decay of age. Some persons whose hear-
ing is ordinarily very acute are quite deaf when ex-
tremely weary.

Rupture of the drum membrane by an accidental
puncture, by whooping-cough, or by a blow on the
head, is among the causes of deafness. The sudden
concussion of air against the delicate tympanum,
caused by the discharge of heavy artillery, has often
more or less impaired the sense of hearing, and,
strangely enough, in some reported cases where the
hearing was already weakened, has restored it. Many
soldiers were made deaf during the war. The ears
sometimes seem entirely stopped up by a severe cold ;
but let them alone, treat and remove the cause, and
the effect will probably disappear.

Climatic causes produce deafness. We have visited
a county in central Pennsylvania where deal people
are the rule and those with good hearing the excep-
tion. In districts in Alpine Switzerland the same
peculiarity has been observed. Another cause of deaf-
ness is thickening of the lining membranes of the ear,
and for this there is no known remedy. Itmay be con-
stitutional, or caused by ulceration after scarlet fever,
or by other diseases ; butit sometimes comes on with-
out any known or apparent cause. All that can be
done in this case is to palliate the trouble by using an
ear-trumpet, or, better still, an audiphone. The latter
is now oftenest made in the form of a fan of vulcan-
ite, and being black, and a seeming accessory to the
toilet, is in no respect objectionable, as was the large
ear-trumpet of former days. There is a very small
ear-trumpet made that is helpful. These instruments
are of great assistance in hearing lectures and the like,
as well as in lending distinctness to conversation.

It has been said that “Deaf people are always
proud.” Call it pride, if you will; but why needlessly
proclaim a misfortune (which, unlike blindness, is not
often evident) by using a conspicuous and forbidding
instrument? One does not care to emphasize his own
personal afflictions for the observation and comment
of others.

If people only knew how to talk to the deaf, a great
many heart-aches would be saved. First, have a little
consideration, and by a very trifling motion, which
they readily see and understand, call their attention
to you; then articulate clearly and distinctly — not too
fast, and not too loud. It is this shouting into the
ear of a deaf person that fills him with confusion and
sends all the blood to his face; by his wavering and
equivocal responses he sometimes hardly gets credit
for due intelligence, although he may really be very
well informed on the subject under discussion. He
had hoped you would speak low and distinctly; he
could then have heard you, acted like himself, and been
himself; but now all within hearing know he is deaf,
think he is very deaf, and look upon him with com-
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miseration perhaps, as well they may; perhaps gaze at
him much, and long and rudely too. This only adds
to his perplexity, and induces fresh resolves never to
go again where there is any danger of the occurrence
being repeated. Strange as it may seem, some deaf
people often hear much better in the noisy street, or
traveling in the cars, than in a quiet place.

This is the reason why deaf people shun society, for
there lie the rough places in their pathway, because few
know /ew to talk to them. We do not mean the very
deaf, but those who enjoy a chat or a conversation with

a friend without discomfort. Their greatest trouble

is to hear mixed conversation, sermons, and the like.
Familiar voices are easily heard by the partly deaf:
so they are happiest at home, and avoid general so-
ciety. The annoyances that seem to accompany the
deaf are numerous, and often very hard to bear. It
leads them very often to renew their determination to
stay closer at home, plunge deeper into books, and try
there to find compensation for the unattainable pleas-

ure of social intercourse.
Katharine Armstrong,

Names.

AN amateur painter was once strolling through the
streets of a coast town, when he suddenly espied,
standing in the door of a little cottage, a beautiful
young woman with a sturdy child in her arms. The
pretty picture framed in the dusky doorway attracted
him, and with an eye to a “study” he accosted the
unconscions Madonna. The young mother answered
that she was n’t particular about herself, but that she
should admire to have Iddy’s picture taken. * Iddy!”
rejoined the painter; “what’s the rest of his name?”
«Oh,” said she, with an air of pardonable pride, *yon
know he ’s our first baby, and we did n't want him to
have a name like everybody else; so /e found some
nice words in a book, and Iddy’s name is one of 'em—
Idiosyncrasy !

That the above is a true storyas to the main fact makes
it none the less melancholy. But at the same time
there was the germ of reform wrapped up in the idea
of an original name for the child. This motive gov-
erned our friend Mrs. Kenwigs, when she composed
the immortal coenomen of herMorleena; and [ knew a
lady who bravely carried about the appellation of Gara-
phelia Mohalba. This was certainly unique, though for
purposes of convenience it had to be dwarfed to the
commonplace and every-day Garry.

In these complex times it is useless to hope that the
simplicity and truth of the old Hebrew nomenclature
can ever be restored. Butwhat an amazing effect might
be predicted if names were all at once to resume their
old-time elasticity, and could be donned and doffed as
character suggested. Think of being known as “Sup-
planter,” or “ Dishonest,” or “ Repentant,” as the case
might require. And what an immense stimulus to self-
righteousness there would be, supposing a man had
really begun to mend his ways, in being addressed as
“Virtuous,” or *Ixcellent,” or “Pure.” It would
never do. It would be “living in a lantern” with a
vengeance, The present fashion of newspaper pub-
licity would be retirement and secrecy compared with
it, and something more serious than ‘ dramatic situ-
ations  would inevitably result. It is probably for
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the general good, therefore, that the moral condition of
language renders such a state of things impossible.
No doubt speech was orignally an honest interpreter
of thought, but the interpreter has trifled with his
moral sense until it is hopelessly degraded, and he
has no longer even the courage of his opinions left.
So we give a child his father’s name just because it
is his father’s name, and not from any special fitness.
Indeed, the whole question of fitness seems to be lost
sight of, except in rare cases. The original significance
of baptismal names is buried under a mountain of as-
sociations, and we characterize certain ones as stately,
or somber, or piquant, chiefly because of the qualities
of some former possessor. And as with ¢ Iddy’s”
parents, the mere sound of a name goes far to recom-
mend it to many people. The melodious arrangement
of vowels and consonants is, after all, one of the main
motives; and as tastes differ in regard to what consti-
tutes melody, the standard has to vary in a somewhat
trying manner. A large class of excellent people con-
fine themselves with praiseworthy fidelity to Bible
names, on account of which a girl now and then finds
hersell weighted in the race of life with such a burden
as Keren-happuch, or a boy is forever jeered by his
mates on account of being known as Tiglath-Pileser.
Even this, however, is an improvement on the Crom-
wellian style of using whole formularies of theology,
such as, “ Through much tribulation we enter into the
kingdom of Heaven” (which was irreverently con-
densed to Tribby), or the famous Praise-God Bare-
bones. That was a quaint and not unpleasing usage
of two generations back which gave our aunts and
grandmothers such names as Patience, Mercy, Thank-
ful, Submit, etc. Buthow an oceasional ¢high-strung *
maiden must have rebelled against the meekness of
such an appellation. A mode which finds more or less
favor in the Western States has at least the merit of
being patriotic. Thus a boy born on the Fourth of
July was christened Independence, and I remember
such combinations as Indiana Martin, Peoria Frye,
and Minneapolis Forsyth, There is a certain breadth
and freshness, as it were, about these specimens which
smack of wide rivers and wider prairies.

There is one aspect of the case against which the
writer feels bound especially to protest. Tt is the ne-
farious practice of altering a child’s name, now happily
taking its place among other relics of barbarism—a
very different thing, you will perceive, from the hon-
esty of the Hebrew usage; but it has been largely
sanctioned, even among the most intelligent people.
Say, for instance, that a child has, after much anxious
thought and search, been given her great-great-grand-
mother’s majestic and honorable name. All the asso-
ciations of early infancy naturally cling about it. The
baby’s silver cup and the little spoon and fork bear
the three stately initials, and various precious heir-
looms are held in trust for the future pleasure of the
fortunate namesake. But an elder sister dies, and
straightway, through some occult law of sympathy or
sentiment, away goes the grand old name to give place
to—Susie! Itis nothing short of robbery. That ob-
noxious “ie ”’ reminds me of another practice which
is almost too absurd to combat. Can any reasonable
being give a valid excuse for the strange fatuity which
makes grown-up women, and business women at that,
announce themselves to the world as Jennie, Mattie,





