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the white-oak, could spy out greenstone and granite,
and could tell which was snakeroot and which saxi-
frage, or name the bird whose song was heard in the
green hedge beyond, if his knowledge were the natu-
ral growth of healthy methods; and if he found that
his words were to the point and his sentences well
constructed and idiomatic, that he knew his vocabu-
lary thoroughly and could write it automatically, un-
hampered by ignorance of words or expressions, he
would have but a large and kindly fellow-feeling for
him if he knew that he had defined guaternions as
“a religious convention held every hundred years,”
and he would certainly wonder why a child were
asked such a question; and if he found that the boy
had been taught to think, and bore himself well, he
would not be greatly troubled if he knew nothing
about the chyle, and had a very fleeting knowledge of
Chaucer and Addison. Now, it would be well enough
to let the boy learn of Chaucer and Addison, of Bry-
ant and Byron, and the host of other names of wham
he had committed dreary and barren paragraphs, if it
were the beginning that would lead him up to litera-
ture and wide reading. But too often it is the end, so
far as public-school teaching goes. There is no be-
yond to such teaching. It bears with it a sense of
completeness ; it incites to nothing; it is content with
low results and incompleteness ; it has no high aims;
it is satisfied with itself.

The Growing Independence of American Journalism.

WHILE there are phases of current journalism which
are discouraging, there are others which are most hope-
ful. Chief among these is the remarkable development
of the spirit of independence, Until comparatively re-
cent times the party newspaper — and every political
journal in the old days was a party newspaper — was
an organ, which made it a part of its regular business
to praise every action of its own side and to condemn
whatever was done by the opposition. To admit that
the other party had nominated an unexceptionable can-
didate, or had taken a praiseworthy position on some
issue, was a thing not to be thought of.

The course of the press since the advent of the pres-
ent Administration at Washington shows that a change
has occurred which amounts almost to a revolution,
We have only to refer to the support given by a
large part of the Republican press to certain of Presi-
dent Cleveland’s vetoes during the Forty-ninth Con-
gress. There has been remarkable independence, too,
among Republican party papers in the reception of the
views of the President on the surplus as given in his
Message to the Fiftieth Congress.

The Southern press, being very largely Democratic,
has not had such opportunity as that of the North for
the display of fairness towards a political opponent in
the White House. But the leading newspapers in the
South have manifested of late years a spirit of inde-
pendence quite as striking and even more creditable.
Throughout the whole period of the renaissance in
that region the conductors of the chief journals, as a
rule, have been far in advance of their readers. They
carly saw that the new South must learn the necessity
and dignity of labor ; that it must drop the ““ code,” and
abandon the false social theory upon which the code
was based ; that it must make the education of blacks
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as well as whites the corner-stone of its future, and
must tax itsell to provide schools for the children of
the men and women whom under slavery it had been
a crime to teach the alphabet. To a large element in
their constituency —in some cases, at first, probably
to a majority — this was an unwelecome gospel, which
it required no little courage and faith to preach. Tt is
now so generally accepted that we are in danger of
forgetting that there has really been a revolution in
public sentiment throughout a great region within a
score of years, and that the chief element in bringing
it about so quickly has been the independence of a
small number of journalists, who were brave enough
to speak frankly to those upon whom they depended
for support.

It is thus evident that a spirit of real independence
characterizes the press of the whole country more
generally now than at any previous time in our history.
Discouraging as certain manifestations of journalism
may appear, they are offset by this pronounced drift
in the right direction of the underlying motives of
action.

American Architecture in English Eyes.

“THE progress of American architecture has been
remarkable within the last few years, and though there
is much that is bad, vulgar, and pretentious, it has begun
to exhibit artistic and peculiar features of a very high
order. The best specimens are scholarly and refined
in detail, but adhere less slavishly to precedent than
European work, New combinations are introduced,
dictated by, and growing out of, the necessities of the
building, without violating the character of the style.
The best work is accordingly living and interesting-—
less the production of a dry-as-dust archeology, and
more in accordance with the true principles of all great
architecture.”

These words sound like an echo of many that have
already been printed in these pages, but gain a new
significance from the fact that they were spoken by an
Englishman and an architect. At the annual meeting
of the Royal Institute of British Architects in March,
1886, Mr. John B. Gass, an Associate of the Institute,
submitted full reports upon the architectural works
which he had seen during a recent trip through the
United States and Canada, and exhibited a collection
of pictures representing many among them. He also
read a paper in which the results of his observations
were summarized, and it is from an abstract of this
(as published in the Institute’s official report) that the
foregoing sentences have been quoted. The mere fact
that his journey had been thought worth making speaks
a great deal for the growing reputation of American
art; for he made it, not as a tourist seeking private
pleasure, but as the holder for 1885 of the Godwin
Bursary —a prize which entails upon its recipient the
obligation to study for a time foreign works of sufficient
importance to promise that his report shall be of interest
and profit to the profession at large.

Most of Mr. Gass’s address was devoted to the
consideration of American methods of construction, to
which he gave great praise;, especially as regarded
fire-proof construction and systems of ventilation. In
the discussion which followed, and in which several
eminent architects took part, his views in regard
to these matters were echoed with emphasis. Mr.
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John Slater, for example, remarked : * It appears o
me that with regard to the structural methods of Amer-
ica there is a boldness, a thoroughness, a dircetness of
aim, and lack of conventionality which are extremely
refreshing. Whether the same lack of conventionality
on the art side is a success is open to question, but as
to the structural part there can be no doubt of the suc-
cess attained 7’3 and Professor Kerr said: * With re-
gard to ingenious construction the Americans, in their
own language, beat all creation. The whole population
of America seems to grasp the necessity for new in-
ventions, and when an invention is brought to bear
fully upon any requirement it seems to be done, not in
the rough-and-ready way as we are too much accus-
tomed to think it is, but in a precise and practical way
which, to my judgment, shows the Anglo-Saxon intel-
lect at its very best. . . . I have no doubt in my
own mind that in the course of the next generation
American inventors in respect of building will do a
great deal, for there is a great deal to be done. We
seem in this country to be too much trammeled with
old traditions ; we do not seem to get beyond the in-
struction that we received at school. The Americans
throwall that to the winds and strike out for themselves.”

As regards the purely wsthetic side of American art
there was less unanimity of almost unmixed praise,
But enough praise was here also given to fill us with
a righteous pride. Most of the speakers had visited
America themselves, and spoke, therefore, with full
knowledge of the relative proportion which our good
works bear to our bad, and of the rate of speed at which
the former are increasing. Mr. Thomas M. Rickman
remarked : ¥ Seeing the buildings in Canada and the
United States, one sees in all their phases a very great
change from the architecture of this country. One sees
the survivalism which we have here, which has been
transplanted, and also buildings in every style corre-
sponding to our own ; but one also sees, when one gets
to the United States, a class of buildings altogether
different. There architects have thrown aside survi-
valism and have worked according to their own ideas.
Now, one thing I noticed when there was, that, though
there were buildings most objectionable according to
any canon of taste, one was not so much struck with the
dizarrerie of their appearance as was to be expected.”
The President of the Institute, Mr. Ewen Christian,
spoke in a similar strain: “Nobody can pass through
any city of America without learning at every step.
He will see much that will disgust him, no doubt, be-
cause people who go ahead in the way the Americans
do, do a great many things that we should be ashamed
of here in matters of art. But the impression that I
derived from what I saw in America was that there
was a great revolution going on, that a great deal of
bad work had been done, but that there was a founda-
tion of good work laid, and that a grand future was be-
fore its architects,”

“With regard to Mr. Richardson’s work " (which
naturally had received the chief share of praise from
more than one speaker), the President added, “1I was
never more surprised in my life than when I saw the
tower of the church that he built at Boston. Itisa
tower that is a real pleasure to look upon on account
of its enormous mass. It must be double the size of
any tower with which I am acquainted that has been
erected in modern times in England. . . . Itis nota
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lofty tower, but its grand square mass is very striking
indeed. Then the plan of the church itself is very
good. . . . I cannot say that I agree with Mr. Gass
as to the details, because I do not think them up tothe
mark; but it is a question of growth. American art is
a giant that has grown rather too rapidly, and there-
fore there is not the amount of finish about it that
there should be.” As against these last phrases, how-
ever,we may quote Mr. R. Phené Spiers, who called es-
pecial attention to the photographs of Mr. Richardson’s
Harvard Law School, saying that they © contain a large
amount of original and peculiar refinement mixed with
extreme breadth and boldness of treatment. It would
have been impossible,”” he continued, “for an English
architect to have dared to go to that extent; he would
have had against him all the criticisms of all those who
are afraid of sinning against the laws of recognized
archweology. I remember I could not help thinking
that when Professor Ware went home he would be in
one sense a happy man, because he would be able to
found a style upon principles; his pupils would not
always be bound by precedent, and he would be able
to bring materials into use which we find it difficult to
do in England. That has been borne out, I think, in
the work of his pupils.”

Not the least welcome part of the praise given by
various speakers is that which refers to this same
point of education. One gentleman said that he heard
Mr. Richardson was not only producing exceedingly
good work himself, but * doing one of the most useful
things that can be done for American architecture in
that he is training in his office men who will worthily
succeed him ' and another referred to the course of
study at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
because it seemed to him that ©the student in that
country has before him an opportunity of acquiring
which is wanting here. . . . Theyarea young nationand
we are an old one, yetthey have done infinitely more
[in respect to providing thorough courses of training].

The degree to which we recognize the necessity for
supplementing home instruction by foreign study and
travel was also commented upon with approval, and
many judicious references were made to the strong in-
fluence which French architecture has had upon Amer-
ican in recent years. In some instances, however, the
extent of this influence was exaggerated — as, for ex-
ample, with regard to Mr. Richardson, who owed France
an enormous debt for the thorough training which he
received in her schools, but chose to owe her modern
art a very small debt as regarded the conceptions, fea-
tures, and details which he put touse in his subsequent
work.

It has seemed worth while to quote these verdicts
here because, as regards matters of art at least, we are
still timid in estimating our own successes — we are
still too apt to appreciate them and believe in their
prophecies only in proportion as they are indorsed by
foreign eritics, Many Americans certainly now appre-
ciate the exceptional excellence of our best recent build-
ings, the exceptional talent of our foremost architects,
and the rapid way in which their influence is spreading
through the profession at large. But the public as a
whole does not appreciate them, intrinsically consid-
ered, and is very far from knowing how great is their
excellence when judged by the standards set by contem-
porary work abroad. The praise of these distinguished
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Englishmen may therefore do a useful work among us ;
but at least as useful a work ought to be done by the
sentences of blame with which it was interspersed.

It would be well, for instance, if we should give ear

to the note of warning struck by one speaker, who re-
ferred to Mr. Gass’s statement that when he went to
examine the ventilating-shafts which we had so
cleverly constructed, he most often found them all
closed up. It would be well, too, if we could realize the
pity of the fact that, despite most excellent opportuni-
ties for study, “the Americans cannot bear to go slowly.
They will not give the time for studying which they
ought to do.” But it would be still better if we could
distinetly realize and determine to remedy an unfortu-
nate state of affairs to which the President of the In-
stitute referred as * the universal tendency to jobbery
in public work. This he truly affirmed to be the most
damaging thing with which we have to contend in our
public buildings. “AtChicago,” he explained, “T saw
a great building in progress, and T do not know how
many architects had been employed upon it. When
the Government changes the architect changes, and the
consequence is you get all kinds of styles mixed up,
and a building which ought to be a fine one is ulterly
discreditable. There is only one comfort— that in a
place like Chicago, where they think more of business
than of beauty, they cover up the whole fagade with such
a net-work of telegraph and telephone wires that you
cannot see it. This tendency to jobbery is a very serious
matter for archilecture : we are not entirely free from
it in this country, but we are freer from it than they
arc.7’ .
In conclusion, a fact may be referred to which our
visitors overlooked, or the unfortunate nature of which
they were not in a position to understand. It is not
only jobbery in municipaland State architecture which
makes our public buildings inferior as a class to those
built by private enterprise. It is not only because the
architect of the United States Government is changed
from time to time that the works for which that Gov-
ernment is responsible are so often discreditable. The
whole system by means of which the Government man-
ages such matters is a bad one — bad not merely in
the sense that it is not always well administered, but in
the sense that it cannot be so administered as to result
in an average of works which would rightly represent
the standing of American architecture to-day. Until the
system is radically changed—until the architectural
business of the United States Government is put upon
such a basis that it will tempt the hands of our very best
architects, and will permit that many of them shall join
in devoting to ita portion of their time —until this
good day comes, American ¢ifizens may feel sure of be-
ing as well served (if they wish) as any individuals in
the world, but the American pegple must be content
with a worse service than any other nation accepts. It
must be satisfied to put itself on record as too blind or
too indifferent to see and appreciate and secure a qual-
ity of work which year by year excites an ever-grow-
ing admiration among our foreign visitors. Tt must
submit to perpetuate the sins of a past generation of
architects when it might be giving immense assistance
to the virtues of the generation which is now at work
and of those others which are to follow in its steps, if
we may trust our English critics, with still greater free-
dom of effort and power and skill.
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Landscape Gardening and Forestry.

A FEW months ago we spoke in these columns of
the status and needs of the landscape-gardener’s art in
America. Alittle later we drew attention to the relative
value of native and foreign trees for American plant-
ing. In both cases we believed that the subject would
prove as interesting to the public as it certainly was
important, and in both our belief has been justified.
Many letters have come to us asking where further
information could be obtained. Perhaps the most wel-
come have been those which showed a desire on the
writers’ part to study landscape gardening with a view
to its professional practice. As was said before, few
professions offer so good a future to the young Ameri-
can of to-day. There are few in which laborers are so
scarce and in which a growing demand for intelligent
labor is so clearly promised. The renewed interest
with which New York City has turned to the improve-
ment of its partly completed parks and to the estab-
lishment of others is but one hopeful sign among very
many. The success of Tuxedo Park has already led to
the projecting of other suburban resorts of the kind.
A scheme is on foot in Boston to redeem the islands
in the harbor from the deplorable state of nudity to
which they have gradually been reduced. In Boston
also and in many Western towns new parks are under
way. Everywhere there seems to be a nascent desire
to preserve or to restore the beauty of the water-fronts
of cities. And to those who keep a keen eye upon such
matters, private owners as well as corporations seem
to be taking a new interest in the art. Senator Stan-
ford, for instance, in establishing his great university
for California has chosen a rural site, and has associ-
ated Mr. Olmsted with his architects in its arrange-
ment ; and the same artist’s services were demanded
not long ago for so purely utilitarian a scheme as the
building of a new hotel near Salt Lake City.

One of the most encouraging facts to be mentioned,
however, as affecting both the subjects discussed in our
previous articles is the recent establishment in New
York of a weekly journal devoted to the interest of
horticulture, forestry, and landscape gardening. Tt is
not a botanical journal properly so-called ; but the name
of its editor — Professor C. S. Sargent of Harvard
University — guarantees scientific accuracy to all its
presentations of facts, and its special departments have
been intrusted to gentlemen as well entitled to confi-
dence as he. Its discussion of flowers, shrubs, and
trees will supply a necessary basis for its discussion
of the forest interests of the country and of the artistic
aspects of the gardener’s art. There is no place in
America where this art can be studied asa whole.
There is no place where preparatory teaching in its
problems can be obtained except the office of one of the
few artists who practice it with success. The hooks
which relate to it are not very numerous and are some-
times hard to get, and the best of them are in foreign
tongues. We have had no medium for popular instrue-
tion with regard to our existing forests or to questions
of economic tree-planting, and no recognized organ
for bringing such subjects to the notice of our legisla-
tors. All these wants “Garden and Forest” gives
good promise of meeting in so far as they can be met
by printed words. We have therefore called attention to
it as the best way of answering our numerous corre-
spondents.
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