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Executive Responsibility.

N this centennial year since the framing of the Fed-
eral Constitution—¢ the most wonderful work,” as
Gladstone has styled it, “ever struck off at a given
time by the brain and purpose of man"—nothing
could be more timely and fortunate than the occur-
rence of incidents in the administration of the govern-
ment which pointedly demonstrate the wisdom of its
distribution of powers. The closing weeks of the Forty-
ninth Congress were fruitful of such illustrations.
Throughout its existence this body seemed strangely
devoid of any sense of responsibility to the people.
The Democrats controlled the popular branch, and
their leaders in the House should have been prompt in
responding to the wise suggestions of their President,
especially in the urgent matter of reforming the tariff,
and thus reducing the surplus. Democrats in each
branch should have welcomed the opportunity to sig-
nalize the restoration of their party to power by a
revival of its traditional principles, particularly those
which restrict within proper limits the prerogatives of
the general government, the undue enlargement of
which was becoming a source of danger. The Repub-
licans, as the minority, were not expected to attempt
the initiation of any policy, but they were none the less
bound because they were out of power to treat upon
“their merits questions which might arise, and to throw
their influence in favor of economy and efficiency.
Each party violated its obligations to its constitu-
ents. Withonly a very few exceptions, the Republicans
in the House twice cast their yotes against even the
consideration of a measure aiming at tariff reform ; and,
despite the most binding pledge of their party plat-
forms, enough Democrats joined the minority on this
point to make it a majority, and thus prevent any
legislation toreduce the surplus. This pledge broken,
there were found Democrats ready to violate still
another by championing extravagant measures as a
proper way of getting rid of the surplus. A House
committee, of whose fifteen members nine were Demo-
crats, reported a bill which came to be known as
“the Pauper Pension Bill,” and which, had it become
a law, must inevitably have added tens of millions of
dollars to the annual expenses of the government for a
generation to come. This committee even had the
assurance, when its course was challenged, to attempt
justification by the demagogic plea that, from the
standpoint of “money expediency’ alone, *the sur-
plus will be best restored to the people in the manner
proposed by this bill,” inasmuch as “no bonded inter-
est or huge monopolies can claim it as their own,”
and “it will go among the people in small amounts
and will be spent in their midst.” The bill received
the support of every Republican in the House and of
enough Democrats to give it more than a two-thirds
vote, while it passed the Senate without a division.
Meanwhile Congress had committed another piece
of folly. A bill appropriating ten thousand dollars of
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the money raised by taxation for the support of the
general government to buy seeds for some farmers in
Texas, who were in want through a long-continued
drought, slipped through the House, and was passed
by the Senale with its eyes open, eleven out of cighteen
Democrats supporting it, although its grossly unconsti-
tutional nature was forcibly pointed out by Mr. Haw-
ley, of Connecticut, a Union soldier and a Republican,
who has stoutly defended State rights more than once
of late. Both these bills, bad in themselves and even
worse as precedents, went to the President. Senators
and representatives had thus done their part toward
committing the country to one measure which would
in all probability add hundreds of thousands of names
to the pension roll, and to another which would help
to overthrow the constitutional restrictions upon the
powers of the Federal government. They had done
this, too, without the slightest sense of personal re-
sponsibility being manifested by the overwhelming
majority of those who had voted for the bills.

Inhis admirable exposition of the Constitution, which
so wonderfully vindicates his prevision, Story points
out that “unity in the Executive is favorable to energy,
promptitude, and responsibility.” After alluding tothe
bad effect of dividing the power among several persons,
Story enforces this feature of superior responsibility in
the single Executive. * His responsibility,” he says,
“is more direct and efficient, as his measures cannot
be disguised, or shifted upon others; and any abuse
of authority can be more clearly seen, and carefully
watched, than when it is shared by numbers.” Else-
where, in vindicating the bestowal upon the President
of a qualified negative on legislation through the veto,
Story remarks that © the power is important, as an ad-
ditional security against the enactment of rash, imma-
ture, and improper laws,”

Story’s language could not have fitted the case bet-
ter if he had foreseen, half a century before, what was
to happen in the year 1887. They were “ rash, imma-
ture, and improper laws ** which Congress had tried
to enact, passed with scarcely a pretense of discussion
in either branch. The responsibility for their passage
was so “disguised ” that any senator or representative
could * shift upon others” his share. But when they
went to the single Iixecutive, the situation was imme-
diately revolutionized. Now there was one man whose
responsibility was ¢ direct and efficient.”” The Pau-
per Pension Bill would become the law of the land, and
commit the government permanently to a radical and
unjustifiable departure in legislation regarding Union
soldiers, unless within ten days after he received it the
President should return it to Congress with his objec-
tions. The public appreciated the exigency, and the
press appealed to the President for aveto. Union sol-
diers of high character and standing, hostile to the bill,
who would have despaired of affecting either the Sen-
ate or the House, where abuse of authority was * shared
by numbers, ”” wrote to the Executive with assurance
that their words would be duly weighed. For days the
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attention of the country was fixed upon the incumbent
of the White House, and he was made to realize that,
if the bill should become a law, the country would
hold him alone more responsible than both branches
of Congress together.

Primarily, of course, it is to the Constitution, which
created a single Executive and invested him with a
qualified negative upon legislation, that we owe our
escape from the Pauper Pension Bill folly and from
the vicious Texas Seed Bill precedent, for without
these provisions the measures would inevitably have
become laws. But the constitutional possibility of thus
defeating the schemes would have been of no avail if the
man who enjoyed this power had not employed it. The
President of the United States as an official possessed
the prerogative of vetoing the bills, but it was Grover
Cleveland the man who exercised a veto power which
the President of the United States need not have em-
ployed, and which many another man in the place would
not have employed.

In concluding his discussion of the Executive depart-
ment, Story declares his conviction that it will be found
impossible to withhold from this part of the Constitu-
tion a tribute of profound respect, if not of the liveliest
admiration,” but he adds that in order to realize public
expectation it is essential that the man who occupies
the office be “one who shall forget his own interests
and remember that he represents, not a party, but the
whole nation.” If he had consulted his own interests
ina narrow personal sense, Mr. Cleveland would have
signed the pension bill. Tt is notorious that sell-inter-
est was a potent motive with the average senator and
representative who supported it. “The soldier vote™
was supposed to be behind the measure, and in all the
States north of the Potomac only three congressmen
out of both parties in both Houses were recorded against
it. As the representative of a party solely, Mr. Cleve-
land would have signed the bill. Democratic congress-
men insisted that a veto would hurt the prospects of
the Democracy in Indiana and other close States where
it wants to gain votes.

But Mr. Cleveland examined the bill with great
care, and became convinced that it was a thoroughly
bad measure. He perceived that “the race after the
pensions offered by this bill would not only stimulate
weakness and pretended incapacity for labor, but puta
further premium on dishonesty and mendacity.” He
believed that “ the probable increase of expense would
be almost appalling.” He held that the measure would
“have the effect of disappointing the expectation of
the people, and their desire and hope for relief from
war taxation in time of peace.”” He concluded that
the interests of the whole nation required him to with-
hold his approval.

The Texas Seed Bill called for no such display of
moral courage as the pension issue, but it offered an
opportunity, no less striking, for enforcing a similar
lesson, which Mr. Cleveland is to be commended for
improving. The pension bill proposed to assist,through
the Federal government, those old soldiersin the North
“who are willing to be objects of simple charity and
to gain a place upon the pension roll through alleged
dependence.” The seed bill proposed to relieve,
through the Federal government, some suffering farm-
ers ina Southern State. It was more than a chance
coincidence that the two bills were in the President’s
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hands at the same time, They represented a long-grow-
ing tendency, which was fast coming to pervade both
sections of the country, and which needed to be repro-
bated in a way that would impress both sections. The
twin vetoes served this purpose almost ideally. Their
force was strengthened by Mr. Cleveland’s use in the
later message of a most telling phrase, one destined
to a long and useful life: “The lesson should be
constantly enforced that, though ihe people support the
government, the government should not support lhe
people.”

Mr, Cleveland has made some unpardonable errors
and committed some grievous faults since he became
President, but he has gone far to atone for them by
the manly way in which he met the responsibility that
a demagogic Congress devolved upon him in these
measures of legislation. The great danger which
threatened this nation when Congress met for its last
session was the drift toward paternalism, the disposi-
tion to seck aid from the Federal treasury, the decay
of the ancient American spirit of self-reliance. That
this danger has already so largely vanished is due
chiefly to Mr. Cleveland’s wise and courageous use
of the veto power in behalf of what he so well calls
“ the sturdiness of our national character.”

The Nation's Recent Debt to the South.

Tue North fought to save the Union because it be-
lieved that it would be better for all the States, South
and North alike, that they should continue for all time
one nation. The Union was preserved, and for years
its members have again stood upon an equality in the
government of the country. Southern men who vainly
sought by force of arms to establish the right of se-
cession have sat in Congress beside Northern men
who shared in overthrowing that claim on the field of
battle. They have voted together for generous pen-
sions to soldiers of the Union army, and an ex-officer
of the Confederate service now presides over the Ex-
ecutive Department which includes the Pension Bu-
reau, while the present head of that Bureau was
an officer on the Union side.

The vote in the House on passing the Pauper Pen-
sion Bill over the veto brought into strong relief the
advantage which the North already reaps from having
the South back in the Union. While the measure was
in the President’s hands, many old Union soldiers,
Republicans as well as Democrats, besought him to
disapprove it, *“ It originated with claim agents and
professional pension-seekers,” wrote a western Massa-
chusetts veteran, “and is not the cry or plea of the
great body of veterans.” 1 constantly meet with sol-
diers, privates as well as officers, who repel with deep
feeling the assumption that they desire more money
in return for the purely patriotic service they gave the
country,” wrote General J. D. Cox, of Ohio, a Repub-
lican ex-governor, in urging Mr. Cleveland not to
approve the bill. “I think the President justified in
vetoing such a bill as this,” said General Joshua L.
Chamberlain, of Maine, another Republican ex-gover-
nor, “and believe he will be supported by the sentiment
of the country.” No candid person who watched the
expression of public opinion can doubt that the Presi-
dent’s course in this matter was approved by the sobex
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second thought of the North, including the great mass
of self-respecting and self-reliant veterans themselves.
The President was not only “ supported by the sen-
timent of the country,” as General Chamberlain pre-
dicted he would be, but his veto was sustained by
Congress. It was, however, only through the votes of
“the States lately in rebellion” that the action of Con-
gress was made to conform with the sentiment of the
" country. This is rendered plain at a glance by the fol-
lowing summary of the vote on passing the bill over
the veto:

. Yeas. Nays.
From the eleven seceding States.....ovvvvenss % 71
From the rest of the country......oovovveenne . 16 54
P OB A ORS i s waek ie iboe w 175 125

In other words, if the question whether the Presi-
dent’s veto should stand had been submitted to the
representatives of those States only which adhered
to the Union, Mr. Cleveland would have been over-
ruled, more than three to one, and a bill would have
become a law which, in the opinion of such a Union
soldier as General Chamberlain,  offers an incentive
to frandulent claims, which degrade the deserving, and
to too ready a resort to a plea of dependency, demor-
alizing to manliness.” That there were cast on the
right side twenty-four more votes than were necessary
to sustain the veto was due to the fact that the States
which sought to secede from the Union joined in de-
ciding the issue. “The only cry they [the great
body of veterans] have now,” said the western Mas-
sachusetts soldier from whose letter to the President
we have quoted, “is that you will spare them the
honor of having served their country because they
loved her, and not as mere bounty and pension seek-
ers.” That honor has been spared the Northern
soldiers, but only through the help of Southern rep-
resentatives, many of whom fought against them a
quarter of a century ago.

In a broad and elevated view it may well be doubted
whether history has ever recorded a sweeter triumph
for the victors in arighteous cause than men like Gen-
eral Cox and General Chamberlain have thus lived to
witness. They fought to keep the South in the Union,
and they have survived to see the honor of the North-
ern soldier preserved from the taint which dema-
gogues and claim-agents would have cast upon it
through the votes of the Southern men in Congress.

Looking back over the history of the nation, we can
now see that the civil war was inescapable. The view
of the Constitution in which the South had been edu-
cated rendered an attempt al secession inevitable, and
as Webster said in his famous 7th of March speech,
“peaceable secession is an utter impossibility.”” Or,
as Lincoln put it in his second inaugural: “Both par-
ties deprecated war; but one of them would make war
rather than let the nation survive ; and the other would
accept war rather than let it perish.,” That the time
would come when the South would rejoice that the
war ended as it did, and when the North would find
itself indebted to the South for efficient help in secur-
ing the good government of the reunited nation, was
also inevitable; but it might well have been expected
that it would not come till after the generation which
fought the war had passed from the stage. Less than
a quarter of a century, however, has sufficed. The New
South frankly confesses its satisfaction with the issue
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-of the struggle for secession ; the New North has now

been brought to realize its indebtedness to the South
for indispensable help in maintaining good government.
Such champions of the Union cause twenty-five years
ago as General Bragg of Wisconsin, Colonel Morrison
of Illinois, General Warner of Ohio, and Mr. Curtin,
the “War Governor” of Pennsylvania, spoke in de-
fense of the President’s veto during the debate in the
House, and at its conclusion the veto was sustained,
in part through the votes given by men like them from
the North, but chiefly through the votes of men who
came from the States which once sought to disrupt the
Union. Fair-minded Northern men thus see that they
owe to the South this arrest of the pension craze and
of the alarming drift toward paternalism which the
Panper Pension Bill typified. The confession of this
indebtedness is the epitaph upon the grave of section-
alism in American politics.

The Problem of Government by Guilds.

AN “Open Letter,” on another page, grapples with
the problem of municipal reform in a courageous fash-
ion. It is not to be wondered at that thoughtful men,
confronting the extravagances and abuses that secem
to have intrenched themselves in most of our city
governments, and observing that the dispersion of one
swarm of the vermin that infest our city-halls and
court-houses only makes room for another and hun-
grier swarm, should be reaching out after some radical
reforms in the methods of government. They are
not at all mistaken in supposing that the case is becom-
ing critical ; they are justified in bestowing upon it
patient and anxious thought. The typical citizen is too
much inclined to exult over the material gains of a
“ triumphant democracy,” and to ignore the chronic
villainy of his city government.

It is a little curious that this New York merchant,
pondering the question of municipal government,
should have hit upon the same device as that which
the great German philosopher, Hermann Lotze, has
been proposing. Lotze deplores the haste and passion
with which “the antiquated forms of companies,
guilds, and corporations ”” were swept away in the
rush of the revolutionary movements that ushered in
“the modern era,” and declares that they ought to
have been transformed, not abolished. The most es-
sential fault of modern society is, he declares, “its low
estimation of the corporate element.” * Of course,” he
argues, “ we do not want to go back to corporations
for the subsistence of which we can find noeven plausi-
ble reason, in order to accumulate privileges for which
there is still less any conceivable rightful claim; but
on the one hand, a living bond between those whoare
really connected would maintain the discipline which
we so greatly need, but which yet we cannot enforce
by means of general laws; on the other hand, such
combinations, representing partly the most important
callings (agriculture, manufactures, commerce, art, and
science), partly the special local interests of different
districts,— would form the true unities, the representa-
tives of which, by equilibration of the interests of each,
would cover the wants of the whole.”

Can it be true that the medizval communities held,
in these ancient craft-guilds and fraternities, a form of
social organization which it was unwise to destroy, and
to which we would do well to return? Wise or unwise,
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their destruction was inevitable, Not merely for the
economical reason that they obstructed the free move-
ment of labor from one occupation to another, but still
more for the political reason that they furnished no
soil in which the sentiment of nationality could take
root, they must have been abolished. The “ notion of
a citizen of the State,” of which Lotze speaks rather
slightingly, but which is the one great conception of
modern times, needed to be planted and nurtured in
the minds of men. When the member of the guild
found himself the citizen of the State, his horizon was
widened, and his thoughts were enlarged. There was
reason then, underneath the rashness and passion
which Lotze deplores, and by which the guilds were
destroyed. Reason there almost always is, even in the
blind fury of the populace. Wickliffe denounced the
guilds, and Bacon stigmatized them as “fraternities of
evil.” Itwas the Zei¢ Geist who said that they must go,
and they went. Butitis not at all certain that they may
not return. Many customs, fashions, social forms have
been pushed aside by one age and taken up by another.
The organization of government by guilds was ob-
structive to liberty five hundred years ago, but it might
be conservative of liberty to-day. Atany rate the prop-
osition is worth considering.

Two of the reasons urged by our correspondent for
this reform seem to be cogent. That it would break
the connection between municipal government and na-
tional politics, and that it would give all classes of the
people a voice in the municipal government, seems
probable. Both these results are greatly to be desired.
The root of most of the evils of city government is in
partisan politics and in the mischiefs which either
accompany or flow therefrom. It is doubtful whether
city politics will ever be permanently divorced from na-
tional politics unless some such radical reorganization
as is here suggested can be eflected ; and it is pretty
certain that until municipal government can be sepa-
rated from national politics, the vilest elements of our
cities will generally bear rule. Doubtless under the
plan proposed, the machine politicians would make
strenuous attempts to capture the several guilds; nev-
ertheless the desire of each guild to be represented by
its ablest men, and to secure by this means the pro-
tection of its own interests, would greatly interfere with
the schemes of the office-seekers.

The other result promised — the fair representation
of every class of citizens in the city government—is
equally desirable, and under such a plan it would prob-
ably be secured. The enormous preponderance of some
classes in our municipal councils is now notorious; and
there are large classes, and these the most intelligent
and capable of government, that are now rarely rep-
resented in these councils. Any scheme which would
bring them into an active participation in the manage-
ment of municipal affairs deserves to be patiently
studied.

It is almost certain that a city council, chosen ac-
cording to this plan, would be incomparably superior,
intellectually and morally, to those which are usually
found in our council chambers.

Several practical difficulties suggest themselves. The
classification of the voters might not be easily accom-
plished. In the smaller cities, especially, it would not
be possible to give to each separate trade its repre-
sentatives, for the number of trades and professions is

156

THE TIME.

great, and the number of those practicing some of

these trades and professions is small. It would be

necessary, therefore, to combine those of several differ-

ent, though related, vocations into one guild —as, for

example, the metal-workers might include blacksmiths,

tinsmiths, boiler-makers, etc.; and the guild of in-

struction the clergy, the teachers, the authors, etc.

The arrangement of these classes would be attended

with some difficulty; nevertheless, the problem is not i
hopeless.

The serious question is whether the representatives
of these guilds would act unitedly for the public wel-
fare, or whether their devotion to the interests of their
several classes would not lead them to sacrifice the in-
terests of society. Would the feeling that Lotze curi-
ously deprecates, the sentiment of loyalty to the state
or the municipality, be strong enough to hold in check
the class feeling to which the system makes direct ap-
peal? Could these representatives of guilds and classes
agree together to promote the general good of the com-
munity? The danger would be that those who now
give up to party what was meant for mankind would
then make the same debasing surrender to the interests
of their guild. The misery of that state into which
we are now fallen results from the fact that public
spirit is overborne by private greed and party passion;
would not the same causes continue to operate under
every possible form of political organization? In a
government by guilds the obvious method by which
these evil tendencies could find expression would be
the device that is known among the politicians as log-
rolling. There might be combinations among guilds,
by which some would help others and receive help in
return, at the expense of the rest. Itis scarcely nec-
essary to say that this kind of abuse is prevalent un-
der existing conditions. Everybody knows the way in
which appropriations for internal improvements are
secured in Congress and the way in which the tariff
is adjusted. Something of the same nature often oc-
curs in municipal governments, There is log-rolling in
the interest of wards, as well as of States and sections.
The only question is whether this organization of gov-
ernment by guilds would not foster these corrupt and
selfish methods. Obviously, the guilds whose num-
bers would be largest and whose interests are most
closely related — the various guilds of wage-laborers —
might, by combination, control the government. Itis
possible that they could do as much now, if they knew
their power, and there are signs of such anissue; but
the adoption of the scheme which we are considering
would offer new facilities for an enterprise of this na-
ture.

Under any form of political organization selfish men
will behave selfishly; but there are some political meth-
ods that offer larger opportunity and more encourage-
ment than others for the exercise of the virtues of
public spirit and patriotism; and the question to be
determined is whether the organization by guilds would
have this effect. Some of the more obvious objections
have been suggested above, rather for the sake of elicit-
ing discussion than with the design of pronouncing
against the measure. In fact, the discussion of any
branch of this subject cannot fail to do good, as it will
call attention to the crying evils that exist. But there
is a more immediate and practical reform now “in
sight,” which we shall discuss in a future number.



OPEN LETTERS.

Food.

Frw of those who toil for moderate returns will take
exception to Mr. Edward Atkinson’s conclusion, that
half the cost of living is the price of materials for food ;
their grocers and butchers have long since convinced
them of that. But the reader who prides himself upon
sometimes being thoughtful must be able to recall
certain discouraging moments in his early housekeep-
ing days, when ignorance of the laws of nutrition and
the economy of foods had led him into extravagance
and waste; perhaps he is quite aware that ignorance
and extravagance and waste followed his purchases
home to his kitchen and his table, and there became
not only a drain upon his modest purse but a sapper
of his health and vitality. Very probably, too, he in
time ceased to grow thoughtful over the subject, and
continued to walk the path his ignorance trod out.
There seemed no other path. Now make our supposed
buyer not a reader, and not thoughtful, and only a
common laborer, his purse not merely modest, but
well nigh empty, and you have come face to face with
the portentous problem of the hour.

Some one has, in effect, said that certain forms of
religious doctrine bore thorns and bitter fruit, and not
rose leaves and sweetness, for the simple reason that
their founders’ digestive organs were impaired. We
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may neither agree nor disagree with this, but if we
were to become prophetic, and were to call it a truth
of coming generations, that our civilization came to
its downfall through the neglect of its wise men to
teach its poor how to Zze, we would not be treading
entirely upon air. For what can we expect in the fu-
ture from the sons and daughters of men and women
who starve while we in ignorance lay waste the fruits
of the earth? We are glad to know of the site of
ancient Troy and the presence of sodium in the stars,
but to make plenty where want now cries for bread, to
teach the poor to live well on the half of what they now
starve upon, to shame anarchy with universal sweet
bread and strength-giving foods,—we might with
advantage barter many of our boasted wonders for
this.

No one has gone so far upon this road as Professor
Atwater, of the Wesleyan University, Middletown,
whose series on “ The Chemistry of Foods and Nutri-
tion ' is begun in this number. He has studied food
and nutrition as no other student in this country has
studied it. He has had one of the rewards of patient
endeavor, inasmuch as his success is beyond all ques-
tion. What he has found no one can afford to ignore.
His discoveries are like the discovery of a new food-
producing earth, since he can teach us to double the
value of this,

OPEN LETTERS.

City Government by Guilds.

HAT is the cause of the failure of municipal
government in our larger cities ? Itis useless to
disguise the fact that it has failed. Inmost of the cities
government is becoming corrupt, inefficient, burden-
some to an intolerable degree. It cannot be that the
majority of the people wish to have it so. Doubtless
the root of the evil is the indifference and neglect of
the honest citizens ; yet the question arises whether the
present forms of municipal organization do not discour-
age and prevent the active participation of the best citi-
zens, and whether other methods might not secure this
desirable result,

QOur present methods of nomination for office were
devised when we were a rural people, and they stillan-
swer very well for that portion of our population. But
we are rapidly changing the character of our social
life, and concentrating our population in commercial
and industrial centers ; and these social changes make
a change in our political methods indispensable.

If the political unit of a democratic government must
always be a geographical one, and if we must always
vote by wards or districts for municipal officers, then
the voters are almost certain to range themselves ac-
cording to party lines, and national politics will com-
plicate and disturb municipal elections.

Is there not a better way? Would it not be possible
to group the people of New York by occupations, and
allow them then, by guilds, to elect their representa-
tives to the city council? Some of our citizens have now
their trades-unions. Might not the whole city be organ-
ized into trades-unions, to each of which representation
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in the city government should be allowed in proportion
to its membership ?

The census enumerates the males of lawful age
according to their vocation. These might be grouped
into one hundred guilds, more or less, and each allowed
one or two or three representatives in a city council,
which council should elect a mayor with full power to
appoint and remove heads of departments. This coun-
cil should also make appropriations and frame city
ordinances. There should be a guild hall, where all
elections should be held. Each guild should have al-
lotted to it one or two days in the year for its meetings
and one day for its election. If the membership were
so large as to cause delay at a single ballot-box, the
list of members might be divided alphabetically,— A
to G; — H to N, etc.,—and thus several ballot-boxes
might be brought into use. The records of each gnild
could be kept at the guild hall. Each guild should
control its own membership and canvass its own elec-
tions,

It seems to me that such a method of electing a city
government would shut out partisanship, and give to
the very lowest classes an opportunity not now en-
joyed to exercise their right of suffrage intelligently.
Can we expect a man who cannot read to judge wisely
of the qualifications of the candidates nominated for
the office of mayor? He does know his fellows, and
of his companions he can select the best. Have we
not expected too much of our humble voters ? Could
not a man see one step ahead of him who could not
see from the bottom fo the top of the political ladder?

This method of voting would emancipate the lower
classes from the domination of professional politicians.
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The 'longshoremen would no longer be mere retainers
of some shyster lawyer or rum-seller, but would have
the privilege and the duty of selecting one or more of
their own class to represent their craft and its inter-
ests. The entire guild would watch the official course
and conduct of its representatives and hold them to
account. But what, in the meantime, has bscome of
their quondam leader, the lawyer ? He has retired to
his own guild and dropped to the bottom, helpless and
harmless. The rum-seller, too, in his own guild would
have a voice in the selection of one of its members to
represent its interests; but never more could that fra-
ternity alone have the whole city council under its
control.

A man’s associates, whether he is professional man,
merchant, or artisan, are more likely to know what his
qualifications are than are his neighbors, residing in
the same ward. The voter in the city knows very few
of his neighbors. Geographical divisions are, there-
fore, purely artificial ; it would be better to sweep them
away, and substitute for them the existing lines of so-
cial organization. In a word, let us take men as we
find them, already harnessed in business or occupa-
tion, and require them thus grouped to perform their
political duties, instead of calling on them once a year
on election day to break ranks, scatter, and vote as a
mob.

Joln D, Cutler.
New Yorx, Feb. sth, 1887,

Toynbee Hall, London.
AN INTERESTING SOCIAL EXPERIMENT.

ONE of the most interesting features of London of
to-day is the work of the “ West End” among the
poor of the “ East End,” and chiefly in this the Uni-
versity settlement housed at Toynbee Iall, Commer-
cial Road, Whitechapel, next to that center of work-
ing religion, St. Jude’s Church. The Rev. Samuel A.
Barnett, rector of St. Jude's, whose name is known to
all students of charity organization, is also senior
warden of Toynbee Hall, and his assistant, the Rew.
T. C. Gardiner, is sub-warden, With them are fifteen
or twenty men, most of them graduates of Oxford or
Cambridge, some of them busy in the city, others men
of leisure and wealth,— all of them giving more or less
of their time to the work of making the lives of the
East End poor more wholesome and beautiful than
they could be without such help.

The hall is named after Arnold Toynbee, one of
the scholars of Balliol College, Oxford, who had inter-
ested himself deeply in social questions, and through
whose efforts in great part the Cotperative Congress
was invited to Oxford in 1881. ITe was a reader in
political economy in his college and its bursar or
business man, so that he had both a theoretical and
practical knowledge of economics, and his interest in
the subject was therefore two-sided. When Henry
George’s lectures attracted so much attention in Eng-
land, Toynbee thought that some features or results
of them should be counteracted, and he therefore ar-
ranged to give two lectures at St. Andrew’s Hall,
London, in which he discussed the betterment of the
condition of the working classes from his point of
view. The audience, I was told, was a curiously
mixed one, containing a good many from the social
stratum to which Toynbee belonged, as well as the
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workingmen hearers whom he particularly invited ; and
among the latter there was a decided undercurrent of
criticism and not a little interpellation of the speaker.
In the course of the lectures he had confessed that his
own class was largely responsible for the discontent
among the working classes, and he said frankly that
the evil would not come to an end until “we " were will-
ing to live for and if necessary to die for “ you.” He
was frail; the lectures had excited him greatly; and
at the close of the last he fell back in his chair fainting.
He was taken to the house of friends in the country,
and there died. His sudden end threw a halo of
pathos upon his lectures and his work, and when the
University men decided to start this colony in London
the buildings became a memorial to him. His family
is well known in London for its devotion to philan-
thropic work, and several of his brothers and sisters
are still active in the work to which he gave his life.

Toynbee Hall had its actual origin in Oxford. Inthe
spring of 1884, a few months after Toynbee's death,
Mr. Barnett read a paper at a small meeting in St.
John's College, in which he shadowed forth his idea of
what a colony of University men might do for industrial
centers such as East London. The paper, though read
to a small knot of men, was published and soon won
its way, and a small group of University men made an
experiment in associated life at a disused public-house,
under Mr. Barnett’s guidance and help, when the suc-
cess of the experiment justified a permanent home.
The friends of Arnold Toynbee, who had been anxious
to erect some memorial of his work and enthusiastic
self-devotion, provided most of the funds for a lecture-
hall, and the cost of the rest of the buildings was defrayed
by a company formed for this purpose, which raised
about /10,000 on the security of the freehold land,
bearing interest at 414 per cent. Toynbee Hall, while
a memorial to Arnold Toynbee, is also a monument to
Samuel A. Barnett, whose ideas it embodies.

One enters from the Commercial Road through the
ordinary English gateway into a sort of quadrangle,
on one side of which is the residence part of Toynbee
Hall, and on the other a lecture-hall which is filled
nearly every evening for some purpose or other with
East End people. This latter building is also used
as a general headquarters for organized charity in
the district, including, for instance, the office of the
Beaumont Trust, from which the People's Palace,
prophesied in Kingsley's ¢ Alton Locke,” and made
almost real in Walter Besant’s « All Sorts and Con-
ditions of Men,” is now rising into solid fact. The
East London Antiquarian Society, the Adam Smith
Club, the Toynbee Natural History Society, the Edu-
cation Reform League, the Pupil Teachers’ Debating
Society, the Toynbee Shakespeare Club, the Students’
Union, and still other organizations, hold their meet-
ings in Toynbee Hall or in St. Jude’s schoel next door.
The hall is as beautiful a club-house as one would wish
at the West End itself, and certainly no more charming
host. could be found through Belgravia and May-
fair than the junior warden. Each man has his room
or suite of rooms, as he would haveat college, and the
charming drawing-room, with comfortable and cozy
furniture and beautiful adornments, forms a general
gathering-place for the club-men and their guests.
We had “afternoon tea'’ there, in strange contrast
with the surroundings of poverty and squalor in the
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streets about, and here Mr. Gardiner told us some-
thing of the practical work of the colony and its diffi-
culties.

Four evenings of the week are devoted, in the lecture-
room opposite, to courses of lectures respectively on
history, physiology, astronomy, and English Liter-
ature, the fee being one shilling for each complete
course. Another evening there is a concert, and always
on Saturday evening a “popular * lecture. The sixth
evening of the week is given to a social reception in
the drawing-room of the club-house, where the men
of Toynbee Hall are assisted by friends from the West
End in receiving and entertaining the poor people of
the neighborhood. The difficulties of mingling classes
are, after all, much the same in England as at home.
There is a good deal of human nature everywhere. I
asked Mr. Gardiner what kind of people proved the
best entertainers. He replied that those who were
popular at the West End were popular at the East,
and there was, indeed, great difficulty in getting the
right sort of people, because they were so much in de-
mand in their own class of © society.” Some practiced
“ entertainers,” as they call them, could interest easily
eight or ten of the poorer people, whereas others could
take care of only one or two. The chief difficulty to
overcome was the narrow sphere in which the poorer
people did their thinking and their talking, and the
whole purpose of these receptions, and of much of the
other work, was to broaden the mental horizon of
these people, and give them more and pleasanter things
to think and talk about outside of the narrow circle of
their tenement-house or neighborhood gossip. These
men were hoping to accomplish much through the“na-
tional teachers,” — young men and women selected
from the ranks of trades-people and the like, without
much culture themselves, but who could be made the
means of spreading the wider life among their pupils
when they came to teach. To this end they organized
reading-parties, as was the fashion at the universities,
for those who showed special interest in the weekly
lectures, and one or two of their best outdoor men
were charged with forming cricket and tennis clubs
and other outdoor circles, to broaden the life of their
Protigds in those directions.

The classes and reading-parties are organized into
groups, each under the management of an Honorary
(unpaid) Secretary. One group comprises one class
studying the Old Testament, another studying moral
philosophy, a course of Sunday afternoon lectures on
the Ethics of the Ancient and Modern World, three
classes in Victorian literature (one entirely of women),
one in English history, two in political economy. A
second group includes reading-parties on Mazzini,
Ruskin, and literature, to each of which admission is
by election, and classes in French, German, and Latin.
Another group covers the physical sciences and in-
cludes an ambulance class. A fourth comprises sing-
ing-classes, instruction and entertainment for deaf
and dumb, drawing-classes, elementary evening classes
for boys, lantern illustrations in geography for boys,
musical drill for boys, and several classes in short-
hand. A fifth provides instruction and practice in
carpentering, in wood-carving and in modeling, both
for boys and men.

The work of Toynbee Hall is in the right direction,
and, moreover, it is justified not only by its results but
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by the enjoyment which men have in the doing of it.
“T could not give up this East End work,” said one
of them to,me; “I could not live my life in content
away from the people I have learned to know and love

here.”
R. R. Bowker.
Notes.

LINCOLN AND EMERSON.

BEFORE our editorialin the April CENTURY on “ Lin-
coln and Lowell” was published, Mr. Lowell had
added another to his sayings concerning the martyr
President, in his speech at Chicago on the evening of
Washington’s Birthday, in which he referred to Lin-
coln as, “on the whole, the most remarkable statesman
of all times.”

In this connection it should be noted that while Em-
erson did not write in verse of Lincoln, yet in prose
he divides with Lowell the honor of early appreciation
and fortunate characterization. In* Miscellanies® will
be found an essay entitled “American Civilization,”
which, according to a note by Mr. Cabot, is “part of a
lecture delivered at Washington, January 31st, 1862, it
is said, in the presence of President Lincoln and some
of his Cabinet, some months before the issuing of the
Emancipation Proclamation.” Mr. Lincoln may have
been present, but his secretaries have no memorandum
showing the fact, and the Washington papers of the next
day thrownolight on the subject: infact, Mr.Emerson’s
son now believes that Lincoln was probably not present.
The lecturer praised the “angelic virtue” of the Ad-
ministration, but urged emancipation; and at the close
ofthis essay, as printed,is asupplement commending the
President for his proposal ¢ to Congress that the Govern-
ment shall cobperate with any State that shall enact a
gradual abolishment of slavery.” Next comes his ad-
dress on the Emancipation Proclamation, in which the
President is greatly praised for his moderation, fairness
of mind, reticence, and firmness. “All these,” Emerson
says, “have bespoken such favor to the act, that, great as
the popularity of the President has been, we are begin-
ning to think that we have underestimated the capacity
and virtue which the Divine Providence has made an
instrument of benefit so vast. He has been permitted
to domore for America than any other American man,”
etc. After this, in the same volume, comes Emerson’s
brief but memorable essay on the death of Lincoln, in
which he says: “He is the true history of the Ameri-
can people in his time. Step by,step he walked before
them ; slow with their slowness, quickening his march
by theirs, the true representative of this continent; an
entirely public man; father of his country, the pulse
of twenty millions throbbing in his heart, the thought
of their minds articulated by his tongue.”

Again, in the essay on “ Eloquence” (* Essays and
Social Aims "), Emerson praises the Gettysburg speech,
and in the essay on “ Greatness ” in the same volume
he gives Lincoln as an example of the  great style of
hero** who “draws equally all classes ' : “His heart
was as great as the world, but there vas no room in it
to hold the memory of a wrong.”

SINCE the publication of the reference to the death
of Black Hawk given in the # Life of Lincoln,” in the
December CENTURY, the authors have learned that
Black Hawk was not buried on the bank of the Mis-
sissippi, as certain authorities have stated, but on the
Des Moines river, and without unusual honors.
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Lord Wolseley's Estimate of General Lee.

ROMPTED by the appearance of General Long’s

« Memoirs of Robert E. Lee,” Lord Wolseley has
followed in the trail of the expert reviewers who allude
to a new book as an excuse for enlarging the subject
with the fruits of their own study and observation. His
critique is printed in * Macmillan’s Magazine” for
March, and is worthy of general perusal for two rea.
sons: It affords a view (from the English standpoint)
of the war of secession and the best-known Southern
chieftain; and although it has little to say that is im-
portant or true with regard to General Lee, it sheds a
flood of light on the military learning and mental
strategy of the most conspicuous general in the British
army.

No people are better acquainted with Lee's merits
as a soldier than the Army of the Potomac. They
admire also those traits of character which endeared
him to his fellow-Confederates. So if Northerners
cannot assist Lord Wolseley in placing him “oz an
equal pedestal with that of Washinglon,” it is from
no contempt of his abilities. The chief reason is the
fact that Washington labored to create a Union of
States and that Lee, with sorrow, but with greater
love for a particular State, labored to divide the Union.
But now that the Union he would yet have been glad
to see preserved, & preserved, General Lee is for the
whole country an American hero,”

In 1862 Lord Wolseley was a visitor at General Lee’s
headquarters, where he undoubtedly had opportunities
of taking a studious interest in Confederate persons
andaffairs. Heassures us frequentlyin the course of his
paper that he has been a student of our war, and the
following sentiment, alone, would point to such study
as a duty for a man in his responsible position,since he
says that © the influence whickh the result of this Con-
federate war is bound lo exercise upon man's fulure
history will seem very greal.”’

Lord Wolseley's enthusiasm for Lee springs from
personal knowledge, for he says that Lee * is stamped
wpon my memory as a being apart and superior toall
others, in every way.” Butit is fortunate for Lee's fame
that the admiration of his countrymen, North and
South, rests upon solid facts, and not, as in Lord
Wolseley’s case, upon misconception of his charac-
ter and ignorance of the leading events of his career.
It is remarkable also that with all his admiration Lord
Wolseley has not allowed his opinions to be influ-
enced by those of his hero, even where Lee might
be supposed to be an authority; nor consulted Lee's
orders and reports for clews to his motives in strategy
and battle. He would seem also to have imitated the
traditional reviewer who found it bad method to read
a book before criticising it, for certainly he has not
leaned heavily on General Long for information,

* In his recent speech at Nashville, Senator John Sherman, re-
ferring to the losses and sacrifices of the war, said in part:
“ The courage, bravery, and fortitude of bhoth sides are now the
pride and heritage of us all. Think not that 1 come here to re-
proach any man for the part he took in that fight, or to revive in
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For convenience let us catalogue some of the points
in which Lord Wolseley differs from General Lee and
other esteemed authorities :

1. At the outset he says that any “wunprejudiced
oulsider will admit the sovereign right, both histovical
and legal, which each State possessed under the Con-
stitution fo leave the Union when ils people thought fit
fo do 50.”” But General Lee thought differently. Ina
letter to his son dated January 23d, 1861 (see General
Long's © Memoirs,” page 88), General Lee says :

“ Secession is nothing but revoluiion. The framers of
our Constitution never exhausted so muchlabor, wisdom,
and forbearance in its formation, and surrounded it with
so many guards and securities, if it was intended to be
broken by every member of the Confederacy at will. It
is intended for ' perpetual union,' so expressed in the
preamble, and for the establishment of a government,
not a compact, which can only be dissolved by revelu-
tion or the consent of all the people in convention assem-
bled. Itis idleto talk of secession.”

2. « As I study the history of the secession war,” says
Lord Wolseley, presumably with a wink at the Muse of
History, “#/kese [ Lee and Lincoln] seem fo me the two
men who influenced it most.”’

Whatever parallel might be drawn between the na-
tive integrity and manliness of Lincoln and of Lee, it
has been accepted hitherto that Lincoln was the chief
executive on one side, and that Lee, shrinking from
the responsibilities of civil war, *save,” as he writes,
“in the defense of my native State,” devoted his ener-
gies to the command of the Army of Northern Virginia,
while other Southerners of great abilities wielded the
executive power, and other Southern generals, whose
services Lee was great enough to admire, worked faith-
fully under the executive power, like Lee hims elf, for the
common cause, The early victories that nerved the
Southern heart for great sacrifices were won by other
men. Lee’s first service in the field, in West Virginia,
though wisely conservative in view of the difficulties, was
a public disappointment. Later he fell heir to John-
ston’s good beginnings at Seven Pines, in which action
the latter was severely wounded. Though almost a
fruitless battle, it checked McClellan’saggressive policy,
so that Tee had to do at the outset with an enemy
whose ardor had subsided; who, in fact, was more con-
cerned about his own safety and “ a change of base”
than about the capture of Richmond. Lee’s daring cam-
paign in the Seven Days’ fighting was no compliment
to General McClellan, though Lord Wolseley remem-
bers that Lee expressed greater admiration for Me-
Clellan than for any other Union general. From this
time on Lee was, without question, the chief proptothe
military confidence of the South; but he was respon-
sible only for the leadership of the Army of Northern
Virginia, until—and now comes a fact for which
Lord Wolseley should have the credit of accuracy —

the heart of any one the triumph of victory or the pangs of defeat.

No man in the North questions the honesty of purpose or the

heroism with which the Confederates maintained their cause, and
ou will give credit for like courage and honorable motives to
nion soldiers, North and South.”
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he “was given the command over all the Confederate
armies a month or two only before the final collapse.”

3. Lord Wolseley with superfluous inaccuracy strips
Mount Vernon of its historical associations and moves
them up the Potomac to General Lee’s home of Arling-
ton, which he describes as © General Washington's
beawliful property™ and as “the cherished home of the
JSather of the United States.”

4. With calm fatuity he mentions a Confederate
“folly” which “led to a serious evil, namely, the
enlistment of soldiers for only ninety days”; and he
adds that « Lee, who understood war, pleaded in favor
of the engagenient being for the ternt of the war, but he
Pleaded in vain.” Tt is true that Lincoln issued a call
for 75,000 three-months mien, but at that time Virginia
was disregarding the “call of Abraham”; nor is there
any record that Lee made an opportunity to plead with
Lincoln on the subject. Lee was soon after busy with
the organization of the foreces of the State of Virginia,
that were required to enlist for twelve months or for
the war. Most of them favored the longer term be-
cause public as well as military opinion favored it, and
public opinion at the South was inexorable. Anybody
who entered the Southern army was in effect enlisted
for as long as he could get about and shoot.

5. Lord Wolseley recalls that in describing to him
the constitution of his army General Lee most deplored
the fact that the politicians insisted upon the officers
being elected by their men. In this his lordship wounld
appear still to have oneleg on the Federal side of the line,
for such things were done at the North. In Virginia,as
General Lee’s orders show, all field-officers were ap-
pointed, “in conformity to the ordinance of the conven-
tion,” by the “ Governor and Council.” In fact,after
the demand for field-officers had been met, there were
no professional soldiers leftin Virginia to fill the cap-
taincies, even if it had been desired to do so by
appointment.

6. He states that Lee in two months “ created a little
army of 50,000 men,” though Lee’s report to Governor
Letcher of June 15th —seven days after the State troops
had been transferred to the Confederate authorities —
estimates the Virginia forces at, surely, 35,000, and
possibly 40,000. This error would be trivial but for
the aberration to which it leads, for with this army of
50,000 in his mind, Lord Wolseley adds that “s
another month this army at Bull Run gained a com-
plete wiclory. over the Northern invaders, whe were
driven back acvoss the Polomac ltke herds of frightened
sheep.” The Union soldiers who were there remem-
ber the precipitation. But Confederates will wonder
whether his lordship, in omitting to state that John-
ston and Beauregard led the Confederates to that vic-
tory, intended to imply that the credit belonged to
General Lee. Lord Wolseley will surely pardon a lit-
tle doubt as to the meaning of his omissions when the
fog of uncertainty so completely shrouds his explicit
information.

Nor was it the army that Lee had created which
fought the battle of Bull Run. The State troops
‘were scattered at points between Norfolk and West
Virginia, and were blended with forces from other
Southern States. Of the 50 regiments in the armies
of Johnston and Beauregard, only 2o were Virgin-
ians.

7. Lord Wolseley offers a novel reason for the fail-
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ure to follow up the Bull Run victory by seizing Wash-
ington. He ascribes it to “ political considerations at
Richmond,” where the politicians, as he conceives, were
engaged in an “atlempt to allay the angry feelings of
the North,” while the dogs of war were being held in.
Lord Wolseley evidently has not read the writings of
Johnston, Beauregard, and Davis on this subject, or
he would know that the political power in Richmond
ascribed the failure to the dilatoriness of the generals,
while they, on their part, claimed that there was a lack
of resources for such an enterprise. ‘

8. In some places Lord Wolseley’s aim is more wild
than in others, but he sweeps the whole horizon in the
remark that “a battle fo the Confederales meant a new
supply of everything an army rvequived. It may be
truthfully said that, practically, the Government at
Washington had to provide and pay for the arms and
equipment of its enemies.”” To be sure, there was con-
siderable exchange of the materials of war, and in the
East, Lee’s army got rather more than its share; but
in the West the Confederates had to make the Eastern
reckoning more than good. The Federals were waste-
ful of clothing, and the Confederates were economical
by dint of bitter want that drove them even to the dead.
Union soldiers did not covet the threadbare raiment of
the Confederates, or find much use for their equip-
ments, unless the surrendered muskets and cannon
had been made by Federal means or, as often happened,
were of the newest English brand.

9. “ What most strikes the regular soldier,” contin-
ues his lordship, “ iz these campaigns of General Lee is
the inefficient manner inwhich both he and kis opponents
were often sevved by their subordinate commanders.”
If General Wolseley might have had another conversa-
tion with General Lee, after the war, that magnani-
mous chieftain would have told him something about
Stonewall Jackson, Longstreet, D, H. Hill, Ewell, A.
P. Hill, “ Jeb” Stuart, and scores of other able subor-
dinates who were maimed or killed in the perform-
ance of brilliant deeds. Only one opinion; we believe,
prevails either North or South with respect to Lee's
army: It was a splendid body of fighters, surprisingly
well officered.

10. Lord Wolseley has cultivated the belief that
Lee’s strategy and tactics were always “ everything that
could be desired, up to the moment of victory, but there
his action seemed to stop abruptly.” True, the Confeder-
ates were not Titans. They seemed never to be wound
up for more than a week or more of hard marching on
scant rations, followed by two or three days of contin-
uous battle, usually against superior numbers, which left
them at the end without fresh reserves. After a terrible
and exhausting victoryalonging for rest seemed to over-
come them. General Lee could not furnish physical
strength to his men from his own sinews, but he did
know how to fight them to a shadow and then how to
keep them going on something that from the other side
of the line looked like very thin hope. Once, as Lord
Wolseley recollects, but with vagueness as to its events,
there were seven days of continuous fighting near Rich-
mond. Lee with sublime daring dashed his columns
time and again upon McClellan’s superior but separated
forces. His losses were frightful, but the bravery and
energy displayed by his troops were tremendous, and
possibly might have proved fatal to his cause if
McClellan had assumed the aggressive after Malvern
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Hill instead of retiring six miles to a secure position
at Harrison’s Landing.

11. Yet Lord Wolseley exclaims: “ JWas ever an
army so kopelessly at the mercy of another as that of
MeClellan when he began his velreat lo Harrison's
Landing after the Seven Days' fighting round Rich-
mond?” For succinct ignorance, there is something
unexampled in this statement. Malvern Hill was a
staggering repulse to Lee's exhausted infantry, who
were not able to confront McClellan at Harrison’s
Landing until the third day after that battle. And even
then Lee withdrew, as he says, on account of “the
condition of our troops.” McClellan was well-nigh im-
pregnable at Harrison’s Landing. If Lee had been able
to get at him there, the military situation would have im-
proved, for the Confederates could not long stand such
destructive fighting as “ the Seven Days’.”” But Lee pre-
ferred toleave McClellan in his camp security resting at
the outer gate of Richmond, while hestartedin theoppo-
site direction to bowl over Pope and startle Washington.

12. Equally remarkable for visionary confidence is
Lord Wolseley's next question, “ What commander
conld wish to have his foe in a *tighter place’ than Burn-
side was in after his disastrous attack upon Lee al Fred-
erichsburgy 2?7 Lee has explained in his reports, in ef-
fect, that he was so much pleased with the tight boot
Burnside was wearing, so long as Burnside was the
aggressor, that he had no thought of exchanging foot-
gear with his enemy, as he surely would have done if
he had attacked Burnside within range of the Union
cannon on Stafford Heights, across the river. So se-
cure was Burnside at the town that when it was pro-
posed, on deciding to recross the river, to keep hands
on Fredericksburg the council of officers believed that
10,000 men was a sufficient force for the purpose.

With less particularity but more discretion, Lord
Wolseley concludes the subject with the remark, * ¥e?
in both instances the Novihern commander got safely
away, and other similar instances counld be mentioned.”’

13. * The critical military student of this war,” says
his lordship, with a fine compliment to himself, “zwi//,
I think, agree that from first to last the codperation of
even one army corps of regular troops world have given
complete victory to whichever side it fought on.” There
is something in this suggestive of Gilbert and Sulli-
van’s “modern major-general.” Inasmuch as this was
an American war, it had to be fought in the American
way. As neither side had a standing army of any im-
portance, each side must create an army out of nearly
raw material. But there are those who remember that
American “ raw material ” once battled with “ regular”
troops, during the scrimmage of 1776, and again
at New Orleans in 1815, and that the “ regulars”
did not then complain of the inferiority of their
foes. McClellan’s army had a splendid division of
regulars, well officered, that did good service, but
their deeds do not shine brighter than those of the
volunteers on either side. It was not the need of “‘reg-
ular "’ troops which prolonged the war, but the equality
of grit, and daring, and skill, and devotion to ideas.
Lord Wolseley cannot  dlind himself to the lyperbole
of writers who refer to these armies as the finest that
have coer existed.” Ttis true that they were not handled
in the “regular” European fashion; for the rough,
wooded country over which they fought would not
permit; but will he deny that the two armies which
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grappled for the death-struggle from the Wilderness
to Appomattox were sufficiently “regular” as regards
discipline, experience, and valor ?

14. With Lord Wolseley’s historical method, an
anecdote or two is sufficient data for such a state-
mentas this: « ke uswal proportion throughout the
war belween the contending sidesin cack action ranged
Srom about twice to three times more Federals than there
were Confederales engaged.” His lordship would ap-
pear to be unaware that there were Western battles
in which almost equal numbers fought terrible battles
with surprisingly equal losses. But to confine our
examination, with him, to the Eastern armies, the rec-
ords tell us that, save at Antietam, Lee always had on
the field of battle within a fourth or a third as many men
as his opponent, and that when he was the aggressor
he was clever enough as a soldier to strike his blow
with forces superior to the wing or detachment smitten;
as witness Gaines’s Mill and the blow on the Eleventh
Corps at Chancellorsville. When Grant began his
Wilderness  campaign of attrition,”” the Army of the
Potomac was for once twice as large as the Army of
Northern Virginia, and, considering the relative advan-
tages of assault and defense and the steel-like temper
of the Confederates, Grant’s army was none too large
for the job. But his lordship condenses his opinion
of those veteran armies in this complaisant simile:
“ A4 trial heat between two jockeys mounted on un-
trained hovses may be interesting, bt no one would ever
quote the performance as an instance of greal racing
J'Pfﬂ'd.”

15. In repeating Lincoln’s playful reply to the man
who wanted the President’s opinion of the number
of Confederates in the field, which Lord Wolseley does
“cith reference to the velative numbers employed on
both sides,” the drift of Lincoln’s humor would have
been more apparent if his lordship had stated a fact
which has interested students of the ¢ Seven Days’
fighting.” The day before the battle of Gaines’s Mill
Lincoln telegraphed to McClellan acknowledgment of
three dispatches reccived the day before, and added,
#The later one of 6.15 P. M. suggesting the proba-
bility of your being overwhelmed by 200,000, and
talking of where the responsibility will belong, pains
me very much.” But McClellan on July 11th, when
safely encamped at Harrison’s Landing, returned to
the subject with this: * Prisoners all state that I had
200,000 men to fight. A good deal more than two to
one, and they knowing the ground.” Lincoln did not
need the after-testimony of the Confederate records to
convince him that this was nonsense; and he must
have been aiming at that unique incident when he
waggishly said, « Whenever one of cur generals engages
a rebel army he reports that he has encountered a Soree
twice his strength. Now I know we have half a mill-
ion of soldiers in the field, so I am bound to believe the
rebels have twice that number.”

16. But the most surprising of Lord Wolseley’s
conclusions on the Confederate war pertains to
Lee’s ©faulls,” such as his softness of Jeart)! his
« dewotion to duly and greal vespect for obedience,
[which] seem at times to have made Fine too subser-
vient to those charged with the civil government of
kis country 'y also his appearing “ % fave forgotien
that he was the great Revolutionary chicf engaged in @
great Revolutionary war' when * the South conld only
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hope to win under the rule of @ Military Diclator.” Tn
other words, his lordship is disappointed that General
Lee, after obeying the commands of his native State to
fight for a new constitution and government, did not
prove a traitor to the trust reposed in him. Alfter this
confession of the character Lord Wolseley would have
preferred to find when he visited General Lee, if his
lordship’s shade (when there is no longer waging or
studying of war) should seek to renew the acquaint-
ance with the calm spirit that bowed its head, in honor,
at Appomattox, it is to be feared the insulted chieftain
would exclaim : “ Insatiate Englishman, will not one
Benedict Arnold suffice ?

17. Lord Wolseley has as little sympathy with Gen-
eral Lee's real virtues as with his illusory “ faults.”
Apparently he is far away from any possible compre-
hension of a great leader raised up to command wisely
and unselfishly an army of democratic freemen. Nor
can he appreciate how General Lee would feel, to know
that the most famous English general of the time has
written about him as though there were only one side
to the civil war, and that the Confederate ; and only one
soldier on that side, and he Robert 1. Lee.

Landscape-Gardeners Needed for America.

THE architectural profession, we are told, is already
crowded, and bids fair soon to be so overcrowded that
even creative ability will find it hard to make a path
for itself, and executive intelligence will be a drug
in the market. Demand strictly limits supply in this
art at least; whenever it comes to pass that there are
not enough architectural commissions to “go round,”
some aspirants will be compelled to turn to other tasks.
But, fortunately, the demand for the services of a
sister-profession seems to be fast outgrowing existent
sources of supply. Our landscape architects are very
few, and we are yearly awakening to a clearer recog-
nition of our need for them,

As yet we do not recognize it half clearly or half
generally enough. But it is only a few years since the
case was even worse with the architects themselves,—
in their true estate as differentiated from the  builder.”
And ideas develop rapidly in America — wants and
wishes define and extend themselves with marvelous
celerity when once a first faint prompting has been
felt. Therefore that young American will be wise in
his generation who takes note of current signs and
now begins to fit himself to answer the imperious call
that will soon be made upon the art of the landscape-
architect,—or, to use the older, equally dignified, and
exacter term, the landscape-gardener.

It is interesting to remember that — far as it lags
behind to-day in the number of its professors and in
the degree of public interest which attends it— this art
showed earlier promise of vitality in America than ar-
chitecture. Downing wrote excellently of landscape
almost forty years ago, when certainly no American
had written well of brick and stone; did admirable
landscape work when our building was at its very
worst; and published helpful illustrations of schemes
of planting side by side with the most helpless and
hideous designs for cottages and villas. The Central
Park, which was planned in the ’fifties, when Rich-
ardson wasstill at college, may be called —considering
the difficulties of the site, and allowing for the incom-
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plete way in which first intentions have been carried
out —almost as great a work of art as any Richardson
created. But the public, now so quick to recognize suc-
cess in the one art, did not then, and does not now, really
appreciate success in the other. As a consequence, a
hundred aspirants are ready and eager to tread in Mr.
Richardson’s footsteps, while the path which the success
of Messrs. Olmsted and Vaux ought to have made
tempting remains almost untrodden by younger feet.
If we name these artists, Mr. Parsons, and but one or
two others, we name all who are known by repute, it
appears, even to those architects who are seeking help,
— certainly all who stand visibly before the public as
professed landscape-gardeners, anxious to work, as
the landscape-gardener always should work, hand in
hand with the architect.

Yet how vast is our need for the ministrations of
such men. How immense is the number and how
various the nature of the tasks which should no more
be intrusted to the gardener-artisan than should the
construction of public buildings and beautiful homes
to the carpenter or mason. A whole huge continent
has been so touched by human hands that over a large
part of its surface it has been reduced toa state of un-
kempt, sordid ugliness; and it can be brought back
into a state of beauty only by further touches of the
same hands, more intelligently applied. Public parks
are yearly being laid out in our larger towns. Our
customary schemes of village building call imperatively
for the landscape-artist’s help. And there is an ever-
growing demand for country homes of a more sumptu-
ous sort, where the best of architects can but imper-
fectly do his work if he must do it quite alone. Look
at the chdtearx of France, for instance; at the older
country homes of England; at the villas and palaces
of Italy, and we see how intimate a union of the two
arts produced their magnificent charm. We find it
hard to decide where the work of the architect ended,
the work of the gardener began. But we find it easy
enough to imagine how infinitely less would be the
impressiveness of the architect’s work had not the
gardener’s been as good,— had he not set off and em-
phasized constructed beauty by making nature beau-
tiful about it, and helped to connect and unify the two
by an intermediate arrangement of terraces, fountains,
balustrades, and more or less formal plantings.

Let it not be supposed that because the landscape-
architect works with and in deference to nature,
he can trust the light of nature to teach him how to
work. The training he needs is as long and as serious
as that needed by the architect, and even more varied
in its character. He must begin — since his work so
emphatically demands good fasfe — by cultivating him-
self in every possible way, and especially by cultivat-
ing his powers of observation and that feeling for
natural beauty which comes by effort quite as often as
by birth. He must study botany,— must acquaint him-
self not only with the aspect but with the habits and
needs and idiosyncrasies of all sorts of plants, and in
particular of all sorts of trees and shrubs. He must
know of soils and drains and exposures and fertilizers,
and all such maiters, as the practical agriculturist
knows of them. He must study architecture in a gen-
eral but not a superficial way. He must travel widely,
—in his own land to see how nature works towards
beauty, and in older lands to see how men have worked
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with her materials and with architectural materials
towards the same great end. He must go through a
term of pupilage in a busy office like Mr. Olmsted’s
to learn how the new problems of our own day may
be met, how complicated are the considerations which
affect any large problem, and how fully it must be
worked out on paper before a spade is lifted. He
must cultivate patience and imaginative power,—for
his works will grow very slowly to completeness, and
their final estate will be scarcely foreshadowed in
their first. And he must cultivate tact,—the art of
dealing with men,— even more diligently, perhaps,
than the intending architect must; for he will have to
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meet and often “manage " not only the client and the
artisan, but the architect himself. 1

All this is slow work and costly work, But most of
it will be found pleasant work, provided pleasant is not
thought a synonym for easy. And once well accom-
plished it will open a delightful life, an ample outlet for
the broadest and deepest artistic endowment, and, we
believe, a surely prosperous career. The day is very
certainly at hand when the gardener-artisan must and
will be relegated to his proper place,— beside the
builder ; and wise, we repeat, will be the youth who
will then have fitted himself to stand in this artisan’s
former place,— beside the architectural artist.

OPEN LETTERS.

Church Union.*
FROM A UNITARIAN POINT OF VIEW.

THE simple truth seems to be that Christian Unity
exists in America now, for any one who wants it.
Those people have it who were born, out-of-doors, in
the open-air freedom of the Christian church, and those
also who, having been born in one or another Egypt
or closed tabernacle, have had the courage to go out
into the freedom of the world of God.

This would never be doubted, but that, as T dare
say you have seen, people not used to the freedom of
the open air are at first a little puzzled by it. Itis
somewhat as, on your summer “outing,” you have
seen people who have been so much shut up in the
winter that they do not at first enjoy the strong light
of the sea-shore or the open pastures. But, indeed,
they soon learn. Most people really want Christian
Unity. I observe that most of your correspondents
do. But some people are hand-tied, and, may be,
tongue-tied, by some old shred of what is called a
symbol, written in a dead language and in another
time, which they are expected by somebody to sub-
scribe in good faith. So you may see a boy on the
sea-shore who wants to go into the ocean, but does
not, because he is afraid to wet his clothes.

But when there is any real Christian work to do
these people almost always strip off enough rags to be
able to plunge into God’s own infinite sea, and help
the others whoare doing it. At first, very likely, some
stickler, or Pharisee, insists on a formula to say who
may come and help and who may not. The word
¢« Pharisee ”’ means sectarian or lover of division. But
once past this reefat the harbor’s mouth, when they are
all out on the infinite ocean, the initial difficulty is all
forgotten. I belong to a society which had to meet
many times before it could adjust the delicate balance
of its formula. It discussed, even to a syllable, the
language of its constitution. Finally, all were happily
agreed, and it went to work. Tthas now been at work
for nearly a generation. New members have joined it,
eagerly, without so much as asking what was the lan-
guage of its constitution. If they did ask, they would

*See Professor Shields on ‘The United Churches of the
United States,” CenTUrY for November, 1885; also subsequent
Open Letters from ministers of various denominations.

not learn. For I have put away my copy so carefully
that I do not know where it is, and the secretary’s
was burned in the Boston Fire; but fortunately he
does not know that. There are no other copies. The
society itself, all the same, does good work for God and
for man, every day. Itis judged by its fruits, as every-
thing else is judged and must be judged, in the heav-
ens above or in the earth beneath. And yetno man can
tell in words what are the conditions of membership.

Any one who wants Christian Unity in America
at the end of the nineteenth century has simply to
wallk out of his own house and go to work with other
men in some enterprise which the good God wishes
to have carried through. He will find all the unity
he wants. This is nobly illustrated in the charity or-
ganization societies which are now at work in all the
larger cities of the country.

A man may enter any one of these charity organi-
zation societies, whether he be Arminian, Baptist, Cal-
vinist, © Disciple,” Episcopalian, Free-Baptist, Greek,
Gentile,or Galilean, Hicksite,Independent or orthodox
Friend, Jew, Karaite, or Coptic, Lutheran, Methodist,
New-Church, orthodox, Presbyterian, Roman Catho-
lic, or Reformer, Sandemanian, or Supralapsarian,
Trinitarian, Unitarian, or Universalist; or, indeed, if
he be one of those Variorum or Wild-Cat come-onters,
the unorganized and un-creeded believers in Xavier,
Yahveh, or Zinzendorf, or Et-cetera himself, who bring
up the alphabet of the older and the younger churches.

All these people are eagerly welcomed in any of
these practical organizations. Dr. Wayland’s rule was,
is, and will be, the only working rule. * Can they cast
out the devils?” he used to ask. If they could, he
did not push his questions further. Before the charity
organization has been running three months these
people are at work together, without a thought of the
verbal or technical formulas by which, on occasion, they
could divide into their several companies.

It is easy to say that the work of the church is bet-
ter done by its several sections when they keep up &
strict organization among themselves, and each lets the
other sections severely alone. But this is only “say
s0,” and Americans are not ready or apt to believe it.
They have read their own history enough to understand
the lesson taught in the twelve years between 1775 and
1787, when Massachusetts governed herself, and kept
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up her own army and navy; when New York did the
same, and Virginia the same. The common enemies
were not kept at bay as they are by the United States.
Now there are so many common enemies that the
United Church may well wish to act as a unit in the
business of advancing against them and securing the
adyance of God's Kingdom. I suppose it was Dean
Stanley who, in England, first of all, devised that real
Union of the Church for one purpose, which was
brought about when a commission of members, from
every communion, united for the Revision of the Bible.
The objective result, an improved English Bible, is
a great reward for that enterprise. But the great
truth, that the church can unite for such a purpose, is
a result still nobler.

There is no lack of similar enterprises which the
United Church can undertake in America. This of
charity organization is one, and the result, in the
harmony and good-fellowship which it brings about,
is admirable. Such work might be pushed a great
deal further, and will be.

Take Castle Garden, to-morrow, for an instance.
There will arrive there, probably, one or two thousand
exiles from Europe, perhaps five or ten thousand. If

by good luck they are Mormons, they will be met at .

the landing by kind, intelligent, and skillful agents,
who know they are coming and where they are going,
who are on friendly terms with the officials, who are
experienced in the whole matter. Within three hours,
perhaps, of their arrival, without one hitch or jerk,
they will all be on their route, under competent super-
intendence, to their new homes.

But what if, by bad luck, they are not Mormons?
What if it chance that they are only  Christians ' ?
Nay,— it may happen,— by bad luck that they are ey
sons and daughters of the good God. Is there not in
the Christian church of America intelligence enough,
love enough, tenderness enough, resolution enough, to
treat these poor people as well as if they happened to
swear by Joseph Smith’s Bible, or to believe it? And
if the Christians of a dozen different communions
chose to unite, to maintain at Castle Garden a minis-
try of welcome, such as the Mormon church alone
does choose to maintain there, does any one believe that
the difference between Ultra-Montanism and ultra-
montanism will prevent the two extremes of Chris-
tianity even from harmonizing in such an enterprise?

Or if this reader, by good or bad fortune, as he may
consider it, does not live in the city where THE CEN-
TURY is published, let him lay down this journal and
look in the Police-Report in the daily paper of the
city nearest to him. It is certain that he will read the
names of one, two, or three poor creatures who have
been sent, on the yesterday, to the nearest House of
Correction. Would he not return to his CENTURY the
more cheerfully if he knew, as he does not, that there
was waiting at the court which sentenced these poor
criminals an official minister, sustained by the United
churches of that city, simply and only to go to the
families of the criminals, and to make sure that pun-
ishment does not fall where it is least deserved. There
is a place where Christianity, pure and simple, may
be at work every day, without the slightest danger of
quarrel about symbol or formula.

Such are my reasons for saying that when people
want Christian Unity they can find it by going
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out-of-doors. But if they prefer to live in their tab-
ernacles or badger-skins, they will probably not find it.

Ldward . Hale.

CHRISTIANITY in the concrete, as believed and pro-
fessed by the various sects calling themselves Chris-
tians, consists of Divine truth on its manward side,
Divine truth on its Godward side, and the forms and
observances by which Divine truth is made efficient for
man’s moral and spiritual well-being. Under the first
head we must of course include the attributes of God
so far as man is affected by them, the relation of Jesus
Christ to man, the consequences of moral good and
evil, and the eternal life of the soul. These all have
an essential bearing upon character, furnishing man
with adequate reasons for doing, and, still more, for be-
coming and being all thatis just and true, pure and
good. God’s attributes are motives to trust and love,
praise and prayer, obedience and service. Christ in
the divineness of his humanity shows all that man
can fully know of God, and all that he must be in order
to make his own humanity in any humble measure Di-
vine; and by his sacrificial life and death he in the
intensity of his love makes the strongest possible ap-
peal to man's emotional nature in persuading him to
repentance, virtue,and holiness. The certainty of retri-
bution not only works upon man’s hope and fear, but
— what is of ineffably more importance — it affixes to
moral distinctions the seal and sanction of Omnipotent
Wisdom and Love, thus making the characteristics of
the right and the wrong not arbitrary and mutable,
but intrinsic and indelible. The eternal life alone can
attach their true value toobjects of desire and pursuit in
the present life, so as to give the due preponderance to
the interests of man’s moral and spiritual nature over
those of his brief and precarious earthly being.

Astothese truths there isa virtual and — when techni-
cal terms are excluded —even a verbal agreement among
persons belonging to widely different Christian bodies.
It might not seem so at first view. Thus the several
creeds of Christendom give statements as to the nature
of Christ that appear mutually inconsistent and ir-
reconcilable; but yet the phrase * Divine humanity
expresses all that Christ can ever be to man in this
world, and embodies what is felt and owned by those
of every name who are conscious of Christian disciple-
ship. So, too, the human side of all the various theories
of the atonement resolves itself into this,— that there
is between the deserts even of the penitent and believ-
ing soul and the pardon and blessedness for which it
hopes an immeasurable distance, an impassable chasm,
which can be spanned and filled in only by the mercy
of God as revealed and manifested in Christ,

Still further, Christians, however far apart they seem,
agree in defining the Christian character as consisting
in the soul’s vital union with Christ, in fine, in its con-
scious Christlikeness. Now this Christlikeness those
who possess it cannot but recognize in every section
of the visible church, and with equal distinctness and
with equal beauty of holiness in Ritualists and Quak-
ers, Calvinists and Unitarians, Romanists and Swe-
denborgians. What is common to them all is what
they have received from Christ, and this common part
of their Christianity is confessedly the greatest part,—
that without which the soundest belief or the most
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truly apostolic ritual would be utterly worthless. Why
.should not then the possession of this common element
of Christlikeness constitute a bond of union that should
far transcend in strength all separating dogmas and
rituals ?

As to the Godward aspects of Divine truth there are
and there probably always will be irreconcilable antag-
onisms. This is the case in philosophy. From Thales
till now many of the strongest minds of our race have
made it their specialty; the theories have been innu-
merable; but in this entire field there is not a single
principle or proposition established beyond coniro-
versy. The reason is that philosophy has for its scope
a realm which no human mind can comprehend. In
this sense the Godward side of Divine truth corresponds
to the philosophy of mind and of the universe. Its
subjects transcend the capacity of the human intellect.
They are infinite and many-sided, while man can take
in but a finite portion of a single aspect; and who
knows but that his errors may often be partial truths,
and falsities only because he makes them universal?
But these separating doctrines, though worthy and
ennobling themes for speculation, have no shaping
power over character. Thus the triune conception of
God— not without a philosophical basis — cannot be
an aid to devotion. Every Christian, however he may
formulate his theory of the Divine nature, worships
God and prays to him as Father, Redeemer, and Sanc-
tifier. So thereis, no doubt, profound trath in Christ's
words, “ No one knoweth the Son but the Father; "
but there is no possible way in which a dogma pro-
fessing to solve this mystery can enhance or diminish
the reverence, trust, and love which we owe to Christ.
As to the atonement, there may have been government-
al reasons, so to speak, on God’s part for the death of
Christ; but no theory concerning them can add to or
take from the fervor with which he who has received
the atonement, in looking at the cross, exclaims with
his whole heart, “ Herein is love,” and expresses the
mandate of that love in the simple and sweet words of
the old hymn:

“ Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

As to the ritual of religion we can hardly expect
agreement, so long as there remain several tenable
theories as to the authority from which that ritual is to
be derived, whether from the Scriptures, or from the
church, and if from the church, at what age or from
what branch of it, But that outward forms, however
important, are unessential, is manifest from the fact
that the spiritual influences that can come only from
Christ have come through very diverse mediums, and
with manifestly equal genuineness, to some through the
open Bible, to others through the preaching of the
Word, to this person through parental example, to
that through sacraments and holy rites, to many im-
mediately, as to all the rest mediately, from the Spirit
of God, which has avenues of entrance to every soul.

Now the union possible and desirable among Chris-
tians is not the ignoring of differences in dogma or in
ritual. Each theory of the philosophy of religion has
its own natural and accustomed dialect, which its be-
lievers may fittingly prefer in the services of Christian
worship ; and attachment to the ritual which has been
the special medium of spiritual benefit is as inevitable
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as home-love in a well-ordered family. But the union
which is both desirable and practicable is, first, a
heartfelt recognition, without abatement or reservation,
of the Christian estate of all who manifest a genuine
Christlikeness; secondly, a cordial readiness, on the
part of those of every Christian name, to work to-
gether in all means and measures for the advance-
ment of Christian righteousness; and #kézd/y, union
in worship whenever and wherever the interest of the
common faith may be best promoted by such union,
or must of necessity suffer detriment by the multipli-
cation of separate churches beyond the capacity of the
worshipers to sustain them honorably and usefully.

A. P. Peabody.
Applause as a Spur to Pegasus.

1 L1GHTED the other day upon these things in my
reading. Byron writes to Murray, his publisher :

“ Dec. ro, 187g. 1 have finished the third Canto
[of ¢Don Juan’ ], but the things I have read and heard
discourage all further publication,—at least for the
present.

« Figh. 7, 1820. 1 have not yet sent off the Cantos,
and have some doubt whether they ought to be pub-
lished, for they have not the spirit of the first. The
outcry has not frightened but it has /AusZ me, and I
have not written con amore this time.”

Moore, biographer of Byron, relates:

“So sensitive, indeed,—in addition to his usual
abundance of this quality,— did he at length grow on
the subject, that when Mr. W. Bankes, who succeeded
me as his visitor, happened to tell him one day that
he had heard a Mr. Saunders (or some such name),
then resident at Venice, declare that in his opinion
¢« Don Juan™ was all Grub-street,’ such an effect had
this disparaging speech upon his mind (though coming
from a person who, as he himsell would have it, was
¢ nothing but a — salt-fish seller’), that for some time
after, by his own confession to Mr. Bankes, he could
not bring himself to write another line of the poem,
and one morning, opening a drawer where the neg-
lected manuscript lay, he said to his friend, ¢ Look
here, this is all Mr. Saunders’s Grub-street.’ ”’

Mr. Ruskin has in his ¢ Arrows of the Chace” a
striking passage about the intolerably depressing ef-
fect experienced by his friend Turner, the painter,
from the disparagement with which his efforts in art
were met by the public. As for Byron, in the particu-
lar case of his ¢ Don Juan *’ one might perhaps well wish
that his sense of discouragement had been sufficient to
prevent altogether the finishing of the poem, splendid
as is the iridescence of genius that plays over the sur-
face of that dark and miasmatic water. Still, the illus-
tration serves all the same. Immediate appreciation
is a great stimulus to production, a stimulus which
only the greatest can miss and yet go on successfully
producing.

Shelley, I remember, dashed, dazed, browbeaten by
his il fortune with the public, obliged to be his own
publisher, or at least to defray himself the expense of
his publishing, exclaimed, in a fit of despondent self-
reassurance, of despairing triumph, over his Adonais”
completed, « This, let the critics say what they will,
this at least, I fnow, is poetry.” How much costly
and exhausting effort in sustaining himself for the
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great task of poetical creation underlies expressions
such as that from a genius such as Shelley !

Webster testified that he never before spoke in an
atmosphere of such sympathy and appreciation as
braced him on the occasion of his Reply to Hayne.
That atmosphere was no doubt an indispensable con-
dition of the supremely triumphant effect of the
speech, Who that has read the memorabilia of that
remarkable man, Robert Hall, but has noticed how his
pulpit oratory was fed and supported by the praise
that surrounded him.

It takes a man enormously buoyant with self-esti-
mation, like Wordsworth, for example, to do without
the help of present appreciation and sympathy, And
under the inspiration of applause Wordsworth would
have written better poetry than he did, merely and
sheerly persistent through that inextinguishable sense
inhim of his own genius which was at once the strength
and the weakness of this least inspired of all real
poets.

I, for my part, should like to know what the result
would have been in the case of Walter Scott, had he
lost for a term of years his standing with the reading
public. Scott wasa vastly courageous man, and he had
quantity and reserve of animal spirits, the fruit of
health and temperament, on which to draw for self-
support against a slack time in his popularity. But I
feel sure that heaviness of heart would have clogged
that joyous play of the great brain had the sense
haunted him that he was writing what no one would
praise.

Almost ten years of his early manhood Tennyson
was voiceless, chilled, as would seem, from singing,
by the neglect or the contempt with which his poems
had been received. Fortunately he lives long enough
to outlive several of those reactions and vicissitudes
of alternate challenge and acclamation which assure
at length the poet’s fame.

How it enhances one’s estimation of the majesty of
Milton, his genius and his character, that, « unchanged
to hoarse or mute,” he could go on, amid the ribald
noise of the Restoration, to chant the great symphony
of the “Paradise Lost.” This, with a contemporary
authority in letters like Waller to say of his work:
“The old blind schoolmaster, John Milton, hath pub-
lished a tedious poem on the Fall of Man; if its
length be not considered a merit, it hath no other e
and with, no matter whom, to express the “general
feeling of his age” in saying, “ That * Paradise Lost’
of Milton which some are pleased to call a poem !

Well, what of it all? Shall we agree together to
praise more, that we may have more to praise ? Doubt-
ful wisdom. There is, in fact, praise enough bestowed,
and dispraise enough. The trouble is that these, both
of them, get famously ill distributed. What remedy ?
None, To admire wisely is one of the last triumphs
of wisdom. There is at least nothing for us, but to be
as wise here as possible and do our utmost to make
others so. Our authors will have to get on as best
they can with what chance praise, fit or unfit, falls to
them. Let each man and woman live and write, as far
as possible, in hope to deserve the fame that God him-
self pronounces lastly on each deed, and other hope of
fame surmount and forget.

William C. Wilkinson.
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John Tyler.

MR. JaMES O. HARRISON, on “ Henry Clay,”in Tug
CeENTURY for December, 1886, page 182, says:

‘It is well known that Mr. Tyler signalized his ad-
ministration by betraying the confidence of the Whig
party, by which he had been elected Vice-President,
Suspicions and rumors were soon afloat that Mr. Tyler
would not be true to the platform on which he was
elected, and . . . these suspicions were absolutely con-
firmed by his own subsequent actien,” etc,

Messrs. Nicolay and Hay, in THE CENTURY for Jan-
uary, 1887, page 303, say :

‘*After the treachery of Tyler had turned the victory
of the Whigs to dust and ashes," ete.

Certain facts should be recalled to the attention of
your readers, in connection with the above erroneous
statements, as follows :

Lirst. There was no “ platform,” and none was in-
tended or implied.

Second. The “ Whig party ”” did not nominate Har-
rison and Tyler. The Harrisburg Convention which
nominated these candidates, December 7th, 1839, was
known at the time to be a joint convention of Whigs
and Democrats, in which the Democrats accepted Har-
rison, while the Whigs accepted Tyler. Tt would be as
just to accuse Harrison of * treachery ” to the Demo-
crats as to accuse Tyler of “treachery ” to the Whigs.
The case was one of pure political bargain, in which
each side took its chances.

Third. Harrison and Tyler were agreed as to the
state in which affairs were when they were elected.
After Harrison’s death, when Tyler became President,
an entirely new state ofaffairs came up, in which Tyler
not only had the right, but was bound to follow his
Democratic principles, even to the disappointment of
his Whig allies.

Ben. E. Green.

DavTon, GEORGIA.

The Cosmic Day.
AN OBJECTION ANSWERED.

THE objection made to the adoption of a Cosmic
Day, ¢ that it would be impossible for us to associate
noon with 7 o’clock instead of 12,” as stated in a recent
number of THE CENTURY, is altogether fanciful and
has no basis in fact. This assertion rests on no mere
theory, but on actual personal experience. The Turks
have a theory that the sun sets at the same time
throughout the year, and that the apparent difference
from day to day is but a popular delusion. Accord-
ingly they have called sunset 12 o'clock, and begin
reckoning the hours of the day from that point.
Watches, to be correct, have, of course, to be changed
every day, and are regulated by the muezzin’s sunset
call to prayer.

On first coming to Turkey, it seemed as if we should
never become so accustomed to this anomalous method
of reckoning time as to adopt it mentally as our own.
But a residence of only a few months has shown how
easy it is to adapt one’s self to prevailing customs,
even when so entirely contrary to those we have been
born and bred in as is this method of chronology, and
now it seems as natural to look for our noonday meal
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at about 7 o'clock as six months ago it did to expect closed her eyes. I arose and stepped to her seat,
it at 12. Without any thought of former times and sea- opened the window, and found her dead. Then it was
sons, we breakfast (at this time of year) at 2 o’clock, that the Rev. Mr. Wallace said, *The chariot has
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take tea at 12, and if mindful of the proverbial recipe
for acquiring health, wealth, and wisdom, go “ early
to bed " at 4 and rise at 1.

Unless the opponents of the adoption of the Cosmic
Day can bring forward some more valid objection than
the alleged difficulty of associating certain periods or
certain acts with certain names of hours, their objec-

arrived.”
Yours truly,
Francis M. Hayes,
Pastor Methodist Episcopal Church, Colfax, liinois.

“Shall Young Men go to Vassar? If not, Why not?"

A CORRESPONDENT of ours fails to appreciate the

tions may, in the language of pleading, be dismissed g\ 0 o \Ir, C. 8. Percival's open letter with the above
as frivolous, irrelevant, and impertinent,” on the tes- g o e .CEN‘FU‘RY for January. After stating
timony-of actusl experience. that Smith, Vassar, Bryn Mawr, and Wellesley are
too expensive for the poor, and at the most can only
accommodate a limited number of students, she asks
what is to become of the Western girl who has college
aspirations, with not a single college for women west
of the Alleghanies or south of Pennsylvania? Is she,
she asks, to rest in the hope that time may bring to
her grandchildren what she herself had craved, or
ought she to bless, with reasonable men, the colleges
that have thrown open their doors to women ?

H. M. Jewell.
Sivas, Asia Minor.

The Death of Mrs, Cartwright.

ON page 522 of the number for February there is a
note on the death of Mrs, Cartwright. The meeting re-
ferred to was in charge of the Rev. Hardin Wallace,
now a resident of California. By request of the Rev.
John P. Brooks, editor of the * Banner of Holiness,' 1
was at Bethel Chapel as a reporter for that paper, and
I wrote the account of “ Mother ” Cartwright’s won-
derful death for that paper. IN an article on “Ashland, the Home of Henry

Permit me again to state the facts of her death as I Clay,” in THE CENTURY for December, 1886, Mr.
witnessed it all, seated as I was not more than six feet Charles W. Coleman, Jr., suggests that Mr. Clay may
in front of her, and with my eyes upon her at the mo- have called his home Ashland in tender memory of
ment. Tt was about two o’clock in the afternoon. Some Ashland, his native place in Virginia. A correspond-
ten persons had spoken, or given their “ testimony.” ent informs us, however, that Mr. Clay’s birthplace
She was not called upon to speak, but was about to was called Slash Cottage, and was not given the name
rise from her seat, when the Rev. Mr. Wallace re- of Ashland until many years after the Kentucky Ash-
quested her not to rise, and turning to the congregation Jand received its name.
said, * We will now listen while Mother Cartwright Another correspondent writes that Mr. Clay did not
gives her testimony.” She spoke of her long and ardu-  study law with Francis Brooke, but with his brother,
ous life as the wife of an itinerant Methodist Episco- Robhert Brooke, who was afterward Attorney-General
pal minister, of the goodness of God, of the joy and  of Virginia, and subsequently a governor of that State.
peace she then enjoyed, and with much feeling con- The correspondence that Mr, Coleman refers to was
cluded by saying, ¢ The past three weeks have been with Francis Brooke, and not with Governor Brooke,

the happiest of all my life; T am waiting for the char-
iot.” I wrote her words as she spoke them. The meet-
ing continued in a quiet way, others speaking for about
twenty-five minutes longer, when I observed that
Mother Cartwright leaned her head on the shoulder
of Mrs. Huett, who sat beside her, and as she did so,

as Mr. Coleman states.

For “of all times,” read “of our times,” in the
quotation from the report of Mr. Lowell’s speech,
in the May CENTURY.
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Uncle Esek's Wisdom.

THE world has had but few teachers ; a score of men
have furnished us all the wisdom and philosophy we
POSSESS.

THE man who knows but little, and tells only what he
knows, is a hard man to bother in a cross-examination.

IT takes the evidence of two or three witnesses to
prove a man's virtues, but one is enough to fasten his
vices upon him.

THE reason why there is so little real friendship in
the world is because most of the compacts are based
upon policy rather than upen principle.

A WEAK man is harder to steer than a vicious one,—
he won't take the bits.

Prry is treacherous ; most of it is a secret satisfac-
tion that I am not so badly off as you are.

A LAZY man in a great hurry is very amusing ; he s
continually stepping on himself.

Ir we ever do reach the top round of the ladder, we
shall find it a dreadfully cold and lonesome place.

WHOEVER reasons from the heart will make many
blunders, but none that will not be forgiven.

THE line between folly and wisdom is often an im-
aginary one, and men are often seen traveling along
with one foot on each side of it.

A GREAT deal of learning has been lost, but not one
single precept of wisdom.
Uncle Fsek.
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A New Era in our History.

EYOND question the feature of the national admin-
istration since the 4th of March, 1885, which has en-
gaged the largest share of public attention has been its
attitude toward the civil service. This very significant
fact marks the opening of a new era in our history, an
era in which, for the first time, the proper conduct of
the government, Federal, State, and municipal, assumes
the first rank among political questions.

The United States as a nation started with a Constitu-
tion which challenges the fresh admiration of each new
generation of Americans, and with methods of adminis-
tration well suited to the small population of a thinly
settled region on the eastern slope of the continent. In
local affairs asa rule the town-meeting excellently served
all the purposes of the community at a time when there
were only about half a dozen cities, and the present
metropolis itself, then barely ahead of Philadelphia, had
but thirty-three thousand people. The young Republic
had scarcely reached its majority before there came an-
other war with England, and the “ era of good feeling
which succeeded was soon disturbed by the first Nullifi-
cation mutterings of the rising storm over the extension
of the slave power. There were brief periods, as notably
upon the introduction by Andrew Jackson of the spoils
system in 1829, when statesmen found time and se-
cured attention for the consideration of vital questions
concerning governmental methods ; but all the while,
and more and more with the passage of the years, much
as they tried to conceal it from themselves, people were
chiefly concerned with the more fundamental question
as to whether the Union itself were to endure. At last
came the four years’ struggle to determine whether the
Government should survive. That ended, there ensued
a long and most engrossing controversy to decide how
““the fruits of the war” could most surely be garnered,
and how the relations of the reconstructed States to the
reconstituted Union should permanently be adjusted.

Meanwhile the nation had been growing from less
than four millions of people to more than fifty; cities
of great size had sprung up in what a century before
had been a wilderness; nearly a quarter of the pop-
ulation had drifted into the cities and large towns;
the office-holders of the Federal government alone
had become an army more than one hundred thousand
strong; old methods had been outgrown and become
antiquated ; new questions of administration, previ-
ously undreamed of, had arisen in national, state, and
municipal affairs alike. The salvation of the Republic
from the danger threatened by secession was no sooner
assured than far-sighted men pointed out a fresh peril
to its perpetuity. The war, which so largely widened
the scope of government operations and increased the
number of office-holders, greatly aggravated the evils
which men like Webster, Clay, and Calhoun had pre-
dicted as certain to come when that most immoral
of dogmas, “To the victor belong the spoils,” was
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adopted by both political parties as an article of faith.
The late Thomas A. Jenckes, who unhappily died in
1875, a dozen years too soon to witness the triumph
of his principles, must always be remembered for
having possessed the insight to detect the danger,
the wisdom to perceive the cure, and the persistence
to extort attention from a reluctant Congress in the
troublous years of the Andrew Johnson administra-
tion. Looking back to that stormy period and recall-
ing the grave character of the reconstruction disputes,
which culminated in the impeachment of the President,
the country can better appreciate the force of the man,
who, coming from the smallest State of the Union,
secured a hearing for civil-service reform in 1866.

But it was scarcely more than a hearing that even
Mr. Jenckes could secure, and he could not long keep
the public ear. The slave had been freed; he was soon
after enfranchised; but “the negro question’ still re-
mained the engrossing one, The attitude of the Fed-
eral government toward the States which had attempted
secession was a subject of constant discussion for years
after their Senators and Representatives again sat in
Congress, and the frequent recourse to the use of Fed-
eral troops for the settlement of disputes in State capi-
tals made the condition of the South the overshadowing
subject of national attention. An experiment in the
direction of carrying out the ideas of which Mr. Jenckes
had been the apostle was made during Grant’s admin-
istration, but although it received the hearty support
of many thoughtful men, it never gained a strong hold
upon the general public. There was always something
else which the politicians insisted, and made the peo-
ple believe, was the main issue. When Congress
killed the experiment in 1874 by refusing the modest
sum required to keep it going, only a small element
felt any indignation, or, indeed, had any pronounced
feeling on the subject either way.

Mr. Hayes rightly declared, in his letter accepting
the Republican nomination for the Presidency in 1876,
that the plank regarding civil-service reform in the
party platform was “of paramount importance,” and
during his Adminisiration the subject secured more
general attention than ever before. But two great
events were needed to make the proper conduct of
the Government the most prominent question of the
day. One was a proof, so startling as to impress the
dullest mind, of the danger to the Republic which
lurked in the spoils system. This was furnished by
the assassination of Garfield at the hand of a disap-
pointed office-seeker. The other event was a change
in the control of the Government without the dreaded
ruin to national interests and prosperity.

In 1881 the nation was made to feel the necessity of
reform; in 1887 it sees that it can give its well-nigh un-
divided attention to the consideration of reform, and it
is evidently going to do so, not merely so far as Federal
offices are concerned, but State and municipal offices
and administration as well.
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Reform in Municipal Government,

THE passage by Congress early in 1883 of the Pen-
dleton bill, applying the competitive principle to the
minor places in the Washington Departments and in
the chief custom-houses and post-offices of the country,
was the corner-stone of a system which it is already
certain will ultimately be developed throughout the
TFederal government. The contemptible failure of the
feeble attempts in the Forty-ninth Congress to repeal
the Pendleton law and to starve out the civil-service
commission show that the reform “ has come to stay.”
The public is far ahead of Congress in this matter. The
changed tone of those newspapers which have always
ridiculed the new system shows that they recog-
nize their defeat. Experience has spoiled all their old
arguments. There was the “ college graduate ” bogy,
for instance. If we were to have examinations for ad-
mission to the service, it was declared “ only college
graduates would stand any show,” and the young
man who had never been beyond the common school
“would be nowhere.” Statistics showing that more
than four-fifths of the successful contestants were men
who had received only a common-school education
have effectually disposed of this ad caplandum plea,
and the other clap-trap appeals to prejudice have
fared no better. The old-time champions of the spoils
system in the Federal government virtually confess
their defeat, and the success of the competitive system
in the State governments and chief cities of New
York and Massachusetts assures its ultimate adoption
by other States and municipalities.

Another reform no less important is now to be
achieved, What is commonly called civil-service re-
form, so far as it has hitherto been carried in Federal,
State and city governments, is chiefly a system for
procuring good clerks, whose competency has been
established by a competitive test, This is a matter of
great importance, because it is fundamental. With the
entrance to the service properly arranged, it is only a
question of time when the whole service will be con-
ducted upon sound principles. But this is only one
phase of the great undertaking involved in a thorough-
going reform of governmental methods. Ina popular
government the health of the body politic depends upon
pure elections. The theory of the fathers was that when
an office, like that of congressman, was to be filled, the
people of a district would look about to see who was
the fittest man to represent them, and elect him with-
out the necessity of his doing anything in the matter.
Cases are still known where the theory is carried into
practice. A dozen years ago certain citizens of a
Western Massachusetts district, disgusted with the
ring which dictated the course of the dominant party,
nominated President Seelye of Amherst College as an
independent candidate for Congress, and elected him.
His only connection with the canvass was to write a
letter in reply to the notification of his nomination,
consenting to be voted for. It was in the days when
postage stamps were a cent higher than now, and Mr.
Seelye used to say that his campaign expenses were
only three cents— the cost of the stamp which he
placed upon his letter of acceptance.

In New York City now, it costs a man from $5000 to
$10,000 to run for Congress. In other words, he must
pay out beforehand the salary for one, if not both, of
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the years of the term. If he aspires to a position on
the bench, J}e must expend in advance of the election
$10,000 or [h15,000 for one of the lower courts ; per-
haps $20,00 for a place in the Supreme Court, Ifhe
is ambitiou} to become mayor, he must be willing to
contribute 4s large a sum as $z24,000. These are only
samples of fhe astonishing facts as to “assessments
which Mr. William M. Ivins, who has enjoyed excep-
tional oppoftunities for learning the truth, made pub-
lic in his sgeech to the Commonwealth Club not long
ago. Mr. Iyins showed exactly how the system works;
how the “ nfachines ”’ which have been built up contrel
on election flay a well-disciplined force of 45,000 men,
or one-fifth pf the entire voting population, all of whom
are under ppy and have a pecuniary interest in the re-
sult. Mr. J¢seph B. Bishop, in a speech at the succeed-
ing meeting of the same club, presented the remedies,
which he found in removing the necessity for assess-
ments, by having the ballots printed and distributed by
the city and at the city’s expense, thus doing away with
the army of machine workers at the polls ; in limiting
by law the expenditures of candidates; and in enact-
ing a statute similar to the English “ Corrupt Practices
Act,” forbidding bribery and undue influences of all
kinds and fixing penalties.

The speeches of Mr. Ivins and Mr. Bishop, which
were printed in full, attracted the notice not merely of
the New York public, but of intelligent people through-
out the country. The press of other cities appreciated
that they must anticipate, where they have not already
begun to suffer, the same evils unless a halt were
called in New York ; the rural press realized that the
counftry cannot escape the introduction of similar
abuses if they are allowed to remain permanently in
the cities.

College Expenses.

THE commencement season brings its usual supply
of newspaper articles on the inordinate expense of ed-
ucation in our modern colleges. In this case, as in so
many others, the supply of articles meets a general de-
mand. It is not easy for a father to foot enormous
bills for his son at college with any patience, when he
remembers the narrow fund which carried him through
college, or for want of which he was compelled to give
up the idea of going to college altogether. The news-
paper article not only states his feeling in vigorous
English, but gives him a tangible foundation for his
feeling. It meets his case, and the case of countless
others, too exactly not to find favor in their eyes. And
s0 the newspapers brim with notes of the “average
cost”’ of going through this college and that, and with
reflections on the extravagance which is encouraged
by the methods of the modern college life. There are,
however, certain correctives which should go with the
annual statistics.

An average may be mathematically true, and yet al-
together delusive. © I make a statement that the average
age of my friends is 20 years. If my friends are 18,
19, 20, 21, and 22 years of age, the average 2o is a
useful and true expression. If, however, they are 10,
15, 20, 25, and 30, it is less useful; and if they are 4
of them 1o years old and 1 of them 6o, the average
20 is still numerically correct, but it is absurd and un-
truthful in the impression it gives.” The last case is
quite parallel with the “ averages " of the expenses of
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classes at the various American colleges, as they are
annually published in the newspapers. The few ex-
travagant students are able to do so much more effec-
tive work at their end than the great body of the stu-
dents can do at theirs, that the “ average ”” goes up to
a figure which is quite misleading. Meantime, in the
teeth of all the averages, the great body of the students
go on as their fathers did, and, even at those colleges
which are selected as the most expensive of all, there
is always a smaller body of students who are working
their way through college and showing that the “ aver-
age " has no real relation to the question. There is
not a college in America from which poverty alone
need debar a student; there is not one from which he
may not graduate, provided he has that amount of abil-
ity which will make a college education a benefit, and
provided, also, he is willing to work before and through
his course, and deny himself, as was the custom in our
fathers’ days.

It is this last custom which is going out of existence;
and that is enough to show that the root of the evil does
not lie in the college, but in the home. The very par-
ents who speak so bitterly of the encouragement given
to young men’s extravagance by the modern college
life have carefully trained their sons for just the life
which they have found. Usually men in moderate
circumstances, they have never compelled their sons
to earn a dollar in their lives, or to know the cost or
value of money, or to deny themselves anything within
their reach, or to do anything except spend money
when a favorable opportunity offered. The sons, pass-
ing for the first time beyond the father’s eye,and able
to plead circumstances which parents cannot deny from
personal knowledge, are in a fair position to deplete
the paternal pocket-book, and have never been trained
to refrain from improving such an opportunity. Itis
not for his own selfish gratification that the son joins
this or that college society, or takes all the college
papers, or “goes with the nine” to watch an inter-
collegiate game in another college town, or does any
of the other things for which his Tather has to pay,— not
atall ; itis onlybecause he would be ostracizedin college
if he refrained from such indulgences. Such are the
statements which accompany the periodical petitions
for checks; and the father, finding it easier to curse col-
lege extravagance than to take the trouble of ascer-
taining the true state of the case, continues his mis-
training of the boy by paying his bills until, at the
end of the college course, the son is turned loose
upon the world, to find at last what a dollar really
means.

In nine cases out of ten, the student’s self-control, if
it led to a refusal to be enticed into unnecessary expen-
ditures, would be simplyignored by the other students
of his college. There are always cliques which would
ignore himself as well; and, to this extent, the dreaded
“taboo” might be endured. But this difficulty is
purely subjective; it is in the student himself, and
its roots are in his home-training. If he has come
to college to cultivate or value the sociely of such
cliques, the penalty has an effective force; if he
has been trained to undervalue or ignore the pen-
alty, it has no power over him. When he yields to
it and writes home that he “must have’” money for
this, that, or the other purpose, the father who supplies
this demand is cultivating further the son’s vanity, and
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further preparing vexation of spirit for himself. For
him to pay the money and thus increase the evil,
while he considers it the unperformed duty of the col-
lege authorities to suppress all the societies, expel the
editors of all the college papers, and abolish the inter-
collegiate games, is merely another example of the
decadence of American home-life and discipline. The
father expects the college to do for the son what the
home no longer does for him; he sends the college flab-
by material, and expects the material to be turned into
such strong, self-poised, self-controlled manhood as the
American home once furnished to the college. If the
children’s teeth are set on edge, it is largely because
the fathers have eaten sour grapes.

There can be little doubt that two-thirds of the
material now sent to college would be bettered by
being put into a workshop of some kind for two years °
between the ages of twelve and sixteen. The spread
of comfort among the people has been steadily in-
creasing the number of those who can spare their
sons the necessity of work even through their years
of early manhood; and we have not yet come to un-
derstand the full measure of the injury which is thus
done to the character of the boy. At the same time,
the colleges have been developing in a direction which
gives greater and still greater freedom to the student,
and thus brings into constantly greater prominence
the evils resulting from the modern American system
of home-training. To check the college in its natural
course of development, to demand that it shall cease
its proper work and attend to wrapping the student in
cotton-wool and keeping him from the temptations
incident to every really manly life, would be merely
to make permanent and irreparable the damage which
is being done to young American manhood. Things
must be worse before they can be better. American
parents must learn that education is not an affair of
books alone; that it is not complete when so many
books have been finished and so many term-bills
paid; that a true education consists even more largely
in the training of the character and of the will than
in book-knowledge. When American homes send to
American colleges boys who have been trained to dis-
criminate between the accidents of life and its essen-
tials, the complaints of college extravagance will
disappear, and a good many other evils will go with
them.

The Metropolitan Spirit.

THE current year has been remarkable for its con-
spicuous proofs that matters sesthetic and scholarly are
taking a wider and deeper hold upon the people of the
leading American city, New York is becoming metro-
politan not merely in intention, but in fact. The metro-
politan spirit is abroad in society, and the year 1887
will be memorable for the long step then taken in ad-
vancing our gigantic community in the right direction.
The city has never been behind in religious and char-
itable exertion; of late years its politics have been
not a little improved, and the work of purification
was never. more active than now, nor ever was urged
more strongly and directly toward fundamental re-
forms. But the artistic revival of a dozen or fifteen
years ago has had a sudden fruition within the last
year or two that goes along with a revival in all
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wsthetic matters and should be especially noted for
encouragement and example.

The recent celebration of the centennial of an impor-
tant date in the history of Columbia College has drawn
public attention to an institution which shows abun-
dant signs of rejuvenation, The college isstill a college
in name, but its tendency toward a genuine universily
establishment is emphasized in many ways; notably
in the conduct of its library, which, in its printed
treasures and in its lecture courses, is a college
in itself, the benefits of which are wisely and gen-
erously extended with few restrictions to the entire
community.

The dinner to James Russell Lowell, Charles Wald-
stein, and the trustees of the American School of Clas-
sical Studies at Athens, was an event in line with the
* general movement; and it is evident that the proper
endowment of this school is sure to follow soon. The
Metropolitan Museum has shared in the msthetic gen-
erosities of the time, and has received some splendid
legacies and gifts. There is already the surety, also,
of the generous endowment of a new and highly im-
portant scheme for the direct advancement of Amer-
ican art, in all its branches. Along with these signs
of the times have come annual exhibitions of special
interest — exhibitions which proclaim that the new
generation of painters and sculptors have something
in them beside suggestion and promise.

The prosperous and growing Free Library scheme,
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and the Tilden bequest to the same general purpose,
are a part of the new movement.

It is evident that New York is yearly becoming a
better city to live in.

The Lincoln History.

THE current installment of the Life of Lincoln ard
History of his times reaches and inciudes an account
of the famous Lincoln-Douglas Debates. Although
Lincoln had for years been opposed to Douglas in
political discussions, the great struggle between these
giants of debate did not occur till in 1858 they simul-
taneously appealed to the people of Illinois for elec-
tion to the United States Senate. The readers of the
Life will fully appreciate the necessity felt by the
authors to record amply and clearly the occurrences
in Kansas, in Congress, and in the Supreme Court
which led up to the political situation of 1858 and the
celebrated canvass of that year in Illinois. This mo-
mentous debate, which sent Douglas to the Senate and
Lincoln to the White House, cannot be fully under-
stood, in all its subtleties of argument and allusion, by
those who are unfamiliar with the political events of
immediately preceding years.

The Life, which will certainly lose nothing in interest
as it approaches more nearly the war period, will deal
in August with Lincoln’s Ohio speeches and the
Cooper Institute speech, and in September with Lin-
coln’s nomination and election.
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Labor and Capital.

A CONKECTICUT EXPERIMENT.

F Mr, Walter Besant wishes to see a working model of

the © Palace of Delight” so movingly described by
him in that *impossible story * of his which bears the
preposterous title, “ All Sorts and Conditions of Men,”
let him cross the ocean and visit the thrifty Connecti-
cut town of Bridgeport. The novelist's notion is that
the chief trouble with the working people is their lack
of pleasure ; and that pleasure enough is within their
reach, cheap and wholesome, if they only knew where
and how to find it. His theory is, therefore, that the
philanthropist who can show the poor how to enjoy
themselves is a better friend than the one who can in-
crease their income; that he who can make one innocent
pleasure grow where there was none before is a greater
benefactor than he who puts two dimes into a purse
where there was one before. Therefore he would
turn the efforts of those who seek to improve the con-
dition of the people in our cities toward the problem
of brightening their lives by providing them with social
amusements, or, better, toward the task of teaching them
how to amuse themselves. That this kind of philan-
thropy, like every other, will cost something, his fable
teaches; but his contention is that money and effort
expended along this line will produce the best results.

What Mr. Besant would see, if he came to Bridge-
port, is a beautiful building, nearly ready for occupa-
tion, somewhat less magnificent than the airy nothing
of his erealion, and bearing the less ambitious desig-

nation of “Seaside Institute.” Tt stands near Seaside
Park, in the western suburb of the city, directly across
the street from the factory of the Warner Brothers, by
the side of which it has grown as the honeysuckle grows
upon the cornfield wall,— the flower drawing its beauty
and its fragrance from the same kindly soil that nour-
ishes and ripens the grain, The Warner Brothers are
manufacturers of corsets, and they employ about one
thousand women of various sorts and conditions, most
of them young and unmarried. A bright, comely,
wholesome-looking company of young women they
are; four or five hundred of them might be picked out
who, judging their intelligence by their faces, would
not look out of place in the chapel at Smith, Wellesley,
or Vassar. The average weckly wage of this thousand
is about seven dollars each,—a larger amount than
women in such callings generally earn,— which indicates
that the dealings of the firm with its employees are not
wholly regulated by competition.

Tor along time these employers have been study-
ing the problem of the working-gir], and trying to find
out how they could best improve her condition. They
knew that a large share of the earnings of these girls
must go for board and room-rent; that it was possible
for few of them to afford any but narrow, ill-lighted,
ill-ventilated, unwarmed lodgings, and that no cheer-
ful and comfortable place was open to them in which
they might spend their leisure hours. They knew that
the presence of so many of these girls in the skating-
rinks and on the streets in the evening was due, in
large part, to the fact that they had nowhere else to
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go. They knew, moreover, that the kind of food fur-
nished in such boarding-houses as they must patronize
was in many cases inferior and unwholesome. Under
such conditions it is not strange that the working-girls
of the cities often develop abnormal appetites, and
vicious tastes, and rude manners; the wonder is that
so many of them keep their health unbroken and their
characters unsullied. And these men of good-will,
studying with what seems to be a sincere philanthropy
the welfare of the thousand women by whose labor
they are accumulating their fortune, determined to build
for them, if not a “ Palace of Delight,” at least a Hall
of Comfort, in which shelter and care and companion-
ship and opportunities of wholesome diversion and of
mental cultivation should be freely furnished them.

This *Seaside Institute” will cost the builders
about forty thousand dollars. It is a shapely building
externally — no mere barracks, but a well-proportioned
and winning structure, seventy-five feet square and
three stories in height, proclaiming in its very form
the presence of other than “economical’” motives. In
the basement is a large refectory, with kitchen attached,
in which the best of plain food will be furnished at
cost. Those who wish will be permitted to order by
the card; a glass of milk for a cent, or a cup of coffee
at the same price, indicate the scale of the charges.
An experienced and popular caterer tells me that the
actual cost of the food is not more than this — that the
project is feasible from this point of view. Those girls
who wish may obtain regular board at this refectory,
at prices not to exceed two dollars and a half a week.
It is hoped that the charge may be less than this.
“The food will be prepared,” say the proprietors,
“by experienced cooks, and served in the best manner.”
The value of this provision for the comfort and health
of the girls can be estimated only by those who have
tested the cooking of the average cheap boarding-
house. To be permitted to sit down in a bright and
airy room, at a clean and prettily furnished table, to a
well-cooked meal, will seem to many of these young
women a foretaste of Paradise. In the determination
to make this part of their plan serviceable to their em-
ployees, the proprietors will not haggle about the
cost. If the refectory should not quite pay expenses,
the bill of fare will not be cheapened, but the deficiency
will be provided for.

The floor above is entered from the street by a
wide porch which opens into a generous hall, on the
left of which is a reception and conversation room,
connecting by sliding doors with a music-room in the
rear. Back of this is an ample lavatory with numerous
bath-rooms —a most sumptuous provision for the com-
fort of the girls, and one which they are sure to appre-
ciate. On the right of the hall is the great reading-
room or common-room, a spacious and beautiful
apartment, and in the rear of this, and communicating
with it, the library, surrounded by low cases whose
shelves will be filled with books for the use of the
girls. Here, too, will be found numerous writing-
tables and full supplies of writing-materials.

An easy stairway leads to the second floor. The
first apartment on the right of the hall is a room to be
furnished with sewing-machines, where the girls will
be able to do their own sewing.  Farther on are two
or three class-rooms, in which evening classes will be
taught in any branches which the young women may
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desire to study. The plan is to permit them to organ-
ize these classes for themselves, in any branch in
which they may desire instruction,— singing, penman-
ship, book-keeping, type-writing, stenography, fancy
needlework, or whatever they wish; for all classes
so organized, containing a certain number, teachers
will be provided. The other side of this story is occu-
pied by a large assembly-room, seating five or six hun-
dred, with stage and anterooms, in which lectures,
concerts, and entertainments of all kinds may be given
to the inmates. It is hoped that they will take
Mr. Besant’s hint with respect to the use of this room,
and learn how to furnish with these facilities a large
part of their own diversion.

Several pianos will be located in different parts of
the building, on which students of music will be per-
mitted to practice. A competent matron will be put in
charge of the Institute, to whose wisdom the general
management will be largely intrusted. The whole build-
ing is warmed by steam and lighted by electricity.

The design is to furnish an attractive and delightful
home for these young women during all the hours when
they are not at work or asleep. The question about
lodgings has been considered by the Messrs. Warner,
but they have not been satisfied of the wisdom of fur-
nishing these. It is possible that they may yet need
lodging-houses in the neighborhood of the Seaside In-
stitute; but at present they are not convinced that it
may not be better for their women to keep their rooms
in private families. The proprietors have found by in-
vestigation that half of their employees live within half
a mile of the factory, so that the Institute will be eas-
ily accessible to most of them. Several rooms in the
third story will be furnished as lodgings into which any
of the women who are ill, or temporarily without homes,
may be received, under the matron’s care,

“ All of the benefits afforded by the establishment,”
say the proprietors,  will be substantially free, except
food, which will be furnished at or below cost. All the
women who are in the employ of Warner Brothers will
be entitled to any of the educational, literary, musical,
and social privileges that may be furnished.”” There has
been a question whether a small fee, say one dollar a
year, might not secure a more general and freer use of
the privileges of the Institute; whether the girls would
not more readily avail themselves of a provision which
was not entirely gratuitous. If any such charge should
be made, it would be nominal, and only for the purpose
of extending the benefits of the Institute.

Another feature of the institution is thus described by
one of the proprietors: “We shall have connected with
the building a savings bank, in order to encourage our
hands to save some portion of their earnings. I have
long since learned that what one earns has little to do
with what he saves. One with an income of ten thou-
sand dollars is no more likely to lay aside a portion of
his earnings than one with an income of one thousand.
The principle of saving is either inherited, or it must
be cultivated, and it is to encourage this principle that
this branch of the institution will be established. This
privilege will be extended to all our help, male and
female.” Every employee who deposits two dollars a
month is also promised that a half-dollar will be added to
the deposit by the employers ; and interest will be paid
on all deposits, besides the bonus allowed.

It is evident that a considerable amount will be re-
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quired to pay the operating expenses of this institution,
and although this will be taken, at present, from the
profits of the business, it is not to be left unprovided
for in the event of a change in the proprietorship ; for
a sum of money is being set apart as a permanent fund
for the endowment of the Institute, that it may go on
doing its beneficent work after its proprietors have
passed to their reward.

.In these days, when the hearts of the compassionate
are torn by so many harrowing tales of man’s inhuman-
ity to working-women, it is pleasant to be able to set
forth the good deeds of these two chivalrous employers,
Under the law of competition, which always pushes the
weakest to the wall, women are the slaves of the labor
market. They have not learned to combine; they have
no power to resist the oppression of conscienceless cap-
ital; the price of theirlaboris therefore fixed by the most
rapacious employers. Against them # the iron law of
wages,” in its bitterest sense, is continually being en-
forced. By a logic which is as inexorable as the grave,
their compensation tends to starvation-point, nor does
any merely ‘“ economical ”’ force appear for their de-
liverance. The less they receive, the less they are able
to earn; the labor-force in them is weakened by their
impoverishment. The pictures that Helen Campbell
has been showing us of the * Prisoners of Poverty"”
in New-York exhibit the natural result of unrestrained
competition. If the women who work are to be rescued
from their wretchedness, it must be done by the ap-
pearance on their behalf of suchknightly employers as
these, who decline to build their fortunes upon the
woes of women, and who determine to share their gains
with those who have helped to gather them. Of course
all thisis donein sheer despite of the economical maxims.
In the thought of such employers,*“businessis business,”
and something more: itis opportunity ; it is steward-
ship; it is the high calling of God. Notbeing omnis-
cient I cannot pretend to discern all the motives of these
employers, nor have they shown in my presence any dis-
position to make any parade of their philanthopy ; but I
visited their manufactory, by the side of which is planted
this fair flower of their charity, and T have seen with
my eyes what they are trying to do, and the thing which
appears is this : that these two men are working as
studiously, as resolutely, as patiently to improve the
condition of their employees as they are to enlarge their
fortunes. I believe that the one purpose lies as near
their hearts as the other.

Are they alonein this? By no means. The number of
those employers who find the vocation of the captain of
industry to be a humane and a benign vocation is
steadily growing. It was never growing so fast as itis
to-day. The past two years, with all their strifes and
turmoils, have wrought wonders in this realm. It begins
to be evident enough that no organization of industry is
stable and productive which does not bring in good-
will as one of the working forces. Itis just as true of
industry as of art, that

“* He that shuts Love out, in turn shall be

Shut out from Love, and on her threshold lie

Howling in outer darkness."
The age of the soulless money-maker is passing ; the
new nobility is coming to its own.

It may be asked whether a higher justice, if not a

true charity, would not require these employers lo
distribute directly in wages the money which they are
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devoting to this institution. I do not think so. They
are giving their employees more than the market rate
of wages for such service; and this institution will be
worth far more to these women than the money which
it costs would be if it were divided among them. The
aggregate amount of comfort, of enjoyment, of health,
and of welfare which this institution will produce will
be indefinitely greater than they could purchase for
themselves with the same sum. Thisis due, in part, to
cconomical causes ; for comfort is a commodity that like
most other commodities can be far more cheaply pro-
duced on the large scale. The benefits of cobperative
housekeeping, after which a generation of burdened
housekeepers have struggled in vain, are secured for
these employees by the good providence of their
employer. There are moral reasons, also, for prefer-
ring this method of distribution; for many of these
beneficiaries would not, in their present state of mind,
be likely to receive any real benefit from an increase
of wages; alittle more candy, a few more ribbons, an
additional number of evenings in the skating-rink or
the cheap theater would tell the story of their added
income. They need, most of all, higher tastes, simpler
enjoyments, and habits of frugality; and the Seaside
Institute is intended to lead them gently toward these
higher things, When they have found this kingdom,
many things can be added unto them.

Washington Gladden.

Christian Union.
FROM THE BAPTIST POINT OF VIEW.

THE recent articles in THE CENTURY on the general
subject of Christian union have been in a high degree
interesting and instructive. He must be a very blind
observer of ¢ the signs of the times *” who does not dis-
cover strong tendencies toward a closer union among
all denominations of Christians. At the New York
State Baptist Pastors’ Conference heldlast fall at Pough-
keepsie, a unanimous resolution was passed expressing
this desire in explicit and emphatic terms. No body
of Christians is more earnest than is the great Baptist
denomination — numbering in the United States its
millions — in offering the prayer of our Lord: ¢ That
they all may be one.”” By no formal appointment do
I represent the denomination in this ¢ Open Letter " ;
but I am quite sure that I do not misrepresent its spirit
and efforts.

Three facts seem very plain to many at this time.

Fiirst. The great denominations are drawing nearer
together in their forms of service. Churches which have
not a liturgy, in the technical sense of that term, are
adopting more elaborate forms of worship than they
formerly used. On the other hand, some churches,
which come into the category of liturgical churches,
are omitting, in some of their services, some of their
usual forms. In some of the revival or “mission”
services everything which once distingnished liturgical
churchesis wanting. One might think in attendingthese
services that he was at one of Mr. Moody’s meetings.
These “missions ”’ are themselves an illustration of
the tendency here named. They are simply “ revivals,”
as the term has been used for generations among the
more fervent Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists.
The Roman church adopted them in forms adapted to
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their other methods of work; and some Episcopal
churches have now come into the line of work long
followed by other bodies. The same unifying tendency
is seen in services in connection with the reception of
new members and in preparation for the observance
of the Lord’s Supper. This two-fold modification of
services indicates progress along the line of union;
it is prophetic of greater progress soon to be made.
It is greatly wise in every way. The oldest forms of
creed, prayer, litany, chant, and hymn are the property
of no one denomination. To claim a monopoly in their
use is to manifest hopeless ignorance and unpardon-
able bigotry. As well might one claim a monopoly of
the sunshine or the evening breeze.

Second. The different denominations to-day have es-
sential union. At present organic union is undesirable.
It is possible only by making dangerous compromises.
A union whichis possible only to those who believe any-
thing or nothing to secure it, is bought at too dear a
price. Honest convictions must be respected. Better
that men differ honestly than agree by being indiffer-
ent to all creeds. Essential union is possible and ac-
tual to-day among the great majority of our Protestant
churches. There are to-day wider differences among
some of the branches of the Roman church than be-
tween some of the different churches in our great Prot-
estanthost. There are churchesin this city, not Roman,
of the same name, which differ more widely in spirit
and life than do certain other churches bearing differ-
ent denominational names. Rationalism and Roman-
ism, in many of their distinctive features, may be found
under the same church name and authority. Here is
organic but not essential union. When churches of
different names work along the line of their honest
convictions of the teachings of God’s word, they have
essential union ; coming near to their common Lord,
and coming near to lost men, they come genuinely near
to one another. Such union is worth much. An or-
ganic union, secured by concessions, compromises, and
concealments of honest convictions, is a positive dam-
age to all concerned.

Zhird. Christian union, both essential and organic,
is greatly retarded because many Christians refuse to
accept the plain teaching of God’s word, and the con-
clusions of the highest scholarship regarding the sub-
jects and the act of baptism. Baptists hold that Christ
alone can make laws for his church; and that the
Bible is the only rule of faith and practice. They be-
lieve that this word teaches with unmistakable clear-
ness that believers are the only subjects of baptism,
and that baptism is the immersion of believers into the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. If
the Bible does not clearly teach these truths, what truths
does it clearly teach? More explicit are its utterances on
these subjects than regarding the divinity of Christ, or
any article in the orthodox creeds. As a matter of fact,
there are in this country to-day millions who cannot ac-
cept sprinkling or pouring as baptism. But all men, al-
ways and inall places, accept immersion as baptism; not
to accept it,is not to accept baptism. If ever there is or-
ganic union it will be at the baptistery. Baptists care
dttle for the mode of baptism. The person to be bap-
tized may kneel inthe water, and be baptized forward;
or he may stoop until the water flows over his head;
or he may be baptized backward. But Baptists insist
upon baptism. They cannot accept a substitute for the
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act honored by the audible or visible presence of each
Person in the Trinity when Jesus was baptized ; hon-
ored in this respect as was no other act of obedience
in our Lord’s life. The so-called “ Teaching of the
Apostles " does not call anything baptism but immer-
sion. Tt gives directions for baptism, and then, when
the conditions of baptism are wanting, although we
find them always possible, it gives permission for
something else, not called baptism. This “ teaching”’
Baptists alone live upto; it is especially their docu-
ment. Their views the highest scholarship indorses.
Lexicographers such as Donnegan, Schleusner,
Greenfield, Stourdza, Liddell and Scott, Robinson,
Wahl, Grimm, Wilke, and many more distinctly and
emphatically affirm that baptize, which is properly a
Greek word, means to dip, to immerse, to plunge. Such
religious teachers as Calvin, Luther, Melanchthon,
Archbishop Leighton, Wesley, Conybeare, and Dean
Stanley say that immersion was the original mode.
Such commentators as Chalmers, Zwingle, Ewald, De
Wette, Meyer, Godot, Alford, Plumptre, Bishop Elli-
cott,and many more, representing various churches and
countries, say in substance that same thing. Such his-
torians of our Lord’s ministry and of the apostolic
church as Mosheim, Neander, G. A. Jacobs, Geikie,
Pressensé, Conybeare and Howson, Lewin, Dean
Stanley, Edersheim, Farrar, Weiss, Hagenbach, and
Dollinger, and such recent learned theologians as
Luthardt, Van Oosterzee, Schmidt, Dorner, and Rothe,
agree substantially with the learned Dr. Schaff when
he says, “ Tmmersion, and not sprinkling, was unques-
tionably the originalform.”” Luther, Dr. Wall, Neander,
Olshausen, and Professor Lange agree with Dr. Hanna
when he says, “ Scripture knows nothing of the bap-
tism of infants.” If scholarship can prove anything, it
has established the Baptist position regarding the sub-
jects and the act of baptism.

The point I makeis this: All are agreed on immer-
sion as baptism ; all cannot agree on anything else. All
can be baptized without doing violence either to con-
viction or to conscience. High Roman, Episcopal,
Presbyterian, and Methodist and other aunthorities can
be cited — and their exact words given — to prove all
these statements regarding the teaching of the highest
scholarship; and the plain teaching of the Bible to the
unlearned is in harmony with the conclusions of the
highest scholarship. Baptists have no option but to be
separate so long as others refuse to follow Christ in
baptism, If a pastor in any of the churches not Bap-
tist were to teach and practice our views, he would be
driven out. What then could he do but be separate from
his former brethren? If others than Baptists will not
do what conviction and conscience permit them to
do, it is certain that they do not much desire union.
Surely in such a case the charge of bigotry and schism
does not lie at the door of Baptists, We shall con-
tinue to pray, “that they all may be one, as thou,
Father, art in me, . . . that the world may believe

that thou hast sent me.”
R S, MacArthur.

Carvary BartisT Caurcn, New York.

American Students in Germany.

Now that multitudes of American college graduates
annually migrate to Berlin, Leipzig, Géttingen, and
Strasburg, it may not be out of place to call attention
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to some widespread misapprehensions concerning the
charms and advantages of life in a German univer-
sity town.

No impression concerning Germany is more wide-
spread than that the cost of living there is exceedingly
cheap. This is always a potent argument in deciding
studénts of limited means in favor of life in Germany.
This is certainly, however, a wrong impression, as far
as it applies to the expenses of the American student
in Germany as compared with his expenses at most
of our colleges. A few figures will put the facts in
the most definite shape. In Leipzig, which is prob-
ably the cheapest city in the German empire, the aver-
age price of the boarding-houses which rank as good
—though their fare would be counted rather scant and
poor in America —is about twenty-five dollars a month,
for room, fuel, and board. In Berlin the best hoard-
ing-houses set somewhat better tables than those of a
corresponding grade in Leipzig, but their prices are
much higher.

Many German students, it is true, subsist upon much
less, but how they do so must be to an American an
insoluble mystery, unless there be a marvelous potency
of nourishment in beer. Thereare also Americans who
keep soul and body together at rates considerably lower
than those mentioned. But in a good many such cases
it is perfectly apparent that these students are working
with only half their native force. The writer is cognizant
of several cases in which men broke down entirely
cither during their stay in Germany or shortly after
their return, their failure of health being almost un-
questionably due to lack of proper diet and self-care
while abroad. Cheap German living is not adapted to
an American constitution.

As far as the social life of Germany is concerned,
the American student must in the main content him-
self with an outside view. The ideal German house-
hold into which he is to be received as one of the
family, and whose members are to devote themselves
to teaching him the language, is a pure illusion, or at
best a boarding-house where he joins with a tableful
of his countrymen in speaking poor German. In fact,
the presence of a host of English-speaking people in
every prominent German city is a serious hindrance to
the facility with which the American might otherwise
learn the language and assimilate himself to the man-
ners and customs of the country. Itis probably bet-
ter, however, to submit to this hindrance than to refuse,
as some do, to mingle at all with those who speak
English ; for, in so doing, one loses the opportunity
to become acquainted with many of the finest rep-
resentatives of English and American learning. The
students who gather from America and England in
Gottingen, Leipzig, and Berlin, are, in the main, a
choice representative company. Not even in America
itsell can one gain so comprehensive a view of the ed-
ucational work of our nation, as by mingling in a Ger-
man university town with students from almost every
State of the Union.

A great mistake of fully half the American students
in Germany is that they have fixed upon no definite
department of study before coming, or, if they have
done so, have not prepared themselves sufficiently at
home to undertake it to advantage in the university.
As is well known, the German student, on esnfering the
university, decides what his profession is to be, and se-
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lects his studies accordingly. The thorough drill of
the Gymnasizm or Realschule has fitted him for the in-
dependent study demanded of him in the university.

Now the American just out of college has not only
the difficulty of the langnage to cope with; he finds
fully as great a difficulty in the lecture system and in
the use of books of reference. He has had no adequate
training for the work he must do, and he is pretty sure
to end his first semester, if not his first year, in a state
of almost hopeless confusion.

I think no American can listen to many courses of
lectures in a German university without becoming
convinced of the superiority of the better class of
American college professors in the art of fnstruction.
Except in the occasional interviews of the Seminar,
the German professor has none of that training which
comes {rom meeting the intelligent questions of a clever
class. An American professor learns in the course of a
few years’ experience to feel the pulse of his class, as
it were, and to know in an instant whether he has
made himself understood. Many of the most famous
German professors, on the other hand, elaborate with
tedious detail the simplest matters, and sometimes
merely hint at the explanation of real difficulties. They
are for the most part closely confined in their lectures
to what they have carefully prepared beforehand, and
any occasion to think or to answer on the spur of the
moment is pretty sure to throw them into confusion.
With some brilliant exceptions, remarkable for their
clearness, systematic arrangement, and beauuty of lan-
guage, they pay no attention to the “art of putting
things,” their style frequently being execrable.

One thing that greatly annoys the American student
in Germany is the lack of such library privileges as he
can enjoy in the best colleges at home. Not but that
the German libraries are very large and complete, but
their availability is so limited by various restrictions
as well as by the lack of comprehensive and accessible
catalogues, that in despair many American students
soon give up trying to obtain books.

I have purposely spoken only of certain disappoint-
ments and disadvantages which the American student
is likely to experience in Germany. Of the delightful
sensation of personal freedom from all rules and re-
straints, and the powerful inspiration to independent
study which he also experiences, as well as of the enor-
mous debt of gratitude which American scholarship
owes to the German university, it is needless to speak
— as, indeed, it would be difficult to speak in too glow-
ing terms.

Morris B. Crawford.

Photography and American Art.*

THERE is a great deal that is worth watching in
American Art at the present time; and one of these
things is the effect of photography upon art,—not
merely the effect of the Muybridge revelations, which

**Book of American Figure Painters,” with introduction by
Mrs. Schuyler van Rensselaer. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co.

“The Blessed Damozel,” by Dante Gabriel Rossetti, with
drawings by Kenyon Cox. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co.

‘“She Stoops to Conquer,” a comedy by Dr. Goldsmith, with
drawings by Igdwin A, J;}hhcy, decorations by Alfred Parsons, in-
troduction by Austin Debson. New York: Harper & Bros,

““ A Book of the Tile Club," with sketch of the club, by F, Hop-
IR(:inSOn Smith and Edward Strahan. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin

Co.

“The Art Review,” Vol. I., Nov., "86, to May, '87. New York:
George F. Kelly, 5o Carmine street.
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though of great value may easily be overdone as as-
sistants to the artist; not merely the general and un-
doubted effect of all photography from nature —an
effect extended and made more intimate by the spread
of amateur photography; not merely the general
diffusion of art instruction and influence by means of
photographic copies of the old masters, etc.; not merely
the great and important use of photography in wood-
engraving, but also the growing use of photography
in various reproductive methods, and the effect of their
use upon illustration in particular, and upon current
art in general.

The success of Elihu Vedder’s ¢ Omar Khayyam,”
and of William H. Low’s  Lamia " in previous years,
was the occasion of such volumes in the last season
as the “ Book of American Figure Painters,” and
Kenyon Cox’s “ Blessed Damozel "’ ; — possibly such
success may also have had something to do with the
book form in which Edwin Abbey’s illustrations of
“She Stoops to Conquer ” were brought out. These
photographic processes have, therefore, become a strong
factor in American art development, and have given
the opportunity to publishers to employ our better ar-
tists upon continuous series of congenial subjects; as
well as to present to the public good-sized reproduc-
tions of unrelated original designs, either made for the
purposeor already completed, as in the “ Book of Amer-
ican Fligure Painters.” This volume, though its pictures
are not of uniform merit, deserves the attention of the
connoisseur. Kenyon Cox has not yet surpassed his
“ Evening " in this collection. Here,too, are Dewing’s
exquisite ““Days,” Winslow Homer’s “ Lost on the
Grand Banks,” and Bunker’s “ Dozing Tar” —with
examples of La Farge, Wyatt Eaton, Vedder, Julian
Weir, Eastman Johnson, Volk, Dielman, Shirlaw,
Millet, Chase, and other painters of ability. A better
collection is easily imaginable,— but single pictures in
this gallery are worth the cost of the whole sumptuous
volume. The * Blessed Damozel ”’ of Cox, it is natural
for each critic to assume, is not the ** Blessed Damozel
of the poet; and we find moreover, in this series,
that tendency to stick too closely to the model,
which is this artist's danger; but we find also a keen
and unusual decorativeand pictorial sense, as well as un-
doubted evidences of imagination. Mr. Abbey is in-
debted to the actinic, and other processes in which
photography comes into play, in the preparation of his
illustrations for “ She Stoops to Conquer,” a work as
near perfection in its illustrative and artistic qualities
in its own line as contemporaneous art can show.
The delightfully illustrated “ Book of the Tile Club ”
also owes much of its attractiveness to the photographic
processes. If we were not speaking especially of the
photographic side of the subject, we should like to en-
large upon the art qualities displayed in the covers of
all the four books here mentioned ; but instead will
call attention to the extremely successful use of the
photogravure in the new American “ Art Review,”
whose bound volumes are aninvaluable storehouse of
current American art,
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THE NEW ENGLAND EMIGRANT AID COMPANY.

To THE Eprtor: There are what I regard as
grave errors in relation to Kansas, in the life of Lin-
coln, in your April number, which I would gladly cor-
rect in your columns without delay. But you inform
me, in your note of the 25th inst., that it would be some
time before a reply could appear.

‘1 beg leave, therefore, to say that these errors are
partly refuted in some lectures which I gave by re-
quest of the Worcester Society of Antiquity. In its
“Proceedings for 1886 " an abstract of these lectures
has been published. A much more full and elaborate
refutation will appear in the book which T am now
writing, to be called “ The History of the New England
Emigrant Aid Company, and its Influence, through the
Kansas Contest, upon our National History.” TItis my
purpose to have this book ready for the reader by the
end of the present year.

Eli Thayer,
. WorcesTeR, Mass., April 30, 1887.

THE GOVERNMENT OF CITIES.

THE plan of John D. Cutter, in the May CENTURY,
to better the government of cities by securing in the
City Council members elected by guilds which represent
various business interests, to be complete should in-
clude a representation from the house-mothers.

The home-makers represent the largest and, in a
sense, the most important of all the interests. The
women who compose it are preéminently law-abiding
and orderly. Their chief occupation is the care of the
children and of the family. Hence, all their interests
are opposed to everything that endangers the peace
and well-being of the whole community.

Any change in the form of city government which
looks to its improvement should include women, with
the right to vote,

More than thirty years ago Wendell Phillips said,
“The sufirage of women has much to do with the gov-
ernment of great cities.” Has not the time fully come
when it should be brought in as an added power on

the side of law and order ?
Lucy Stone.

A CORRESPONDENT objects to the phrase, “ Treeless
and birdless,” in a poem on Dakota recently printed
in THE CeNTURY. He writes that many ten-acre
groves have been planted, and that the Territory is
noted for its birds.

In the  General Recollections of Louis Blanc,” by
Karl Blind, on page 80 of the May number, the sen-
tence: “Thiers cast his vote against declaration
of war, first, last, and ever,” ought to read thus:
“Finally, Thiers practically voted for ‘the war by way
of granting the supplies, like the other members of the
Opposition.”



TOPICS OF

weave together certain lines which, though not entirely
suited to the John Brown music, were yet capable of
being sung to it. T lay still in the dark room, line
after line shaping itself in my mind, and verse after
verse. When I had thought out the last of these, I
felt that T must make an effort to place them beyond
the danger of being effaced by a morning nap. I spran
out of bed and groped about in the dim twiFight to find
a bit of paper and the stump of a pen which I remem-
bered to have had the evening before, Having found
these articles, and having long been accustomed to
scribble with scarcely any sight of what I might
write in a room made dark for the repose of my infant
children, I began to write the lines of my poem in like
manner. (I was always careful to decipher these lines
within twenty-four hours, as I had found them per-
fectly illegible after a longer period.) On the occasion
now spoken of, I completed my writing, went back to
bed, and fell fast asleep.

A day or two later, I repeated my verses to Mr.
Clarke, who was much pleased with them. Soon after
my return to Boston, I carried the lines to James T,
Fields, at that time Editor of the “ Atlantic Monthly.”
The title,  Battle Hymn of the Republic,” was of his
devising. The poem was published soon after in the
magazine, and did not at first receive any especial men-
tion. We were all too much absorbed in watching the
progress of the war to give much heed to a copy of
verses more or less. I think it may have been a year
later that my lines, in some shape, found their waly
into a Southern prison in which a number of our sol-
diers were confined. An army chaplain who had been
imprisoned with them came to Washington soon after
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his release, and in a speech or lecture of some sort, de-
scribed the singing of the hymn by himself and his
companions in that dismal place of confinement. Peo-
ple now began to ask who had written the hymn, and
the author’s name was easily established by a refer-
ence to the magazine. The battle hymn was often
sung in the course of the war,and under a great variety
of circumstances. Among other anecdotes, I have
heard of its having once led a ¢ forlorn hope ” through
a desperate encounter to a successful issue.

The wild echoes of the fearful struggle havelongsince
died away, and with them all memories of unkindness
between ourselves and our Southern brethren. But
those who once loved my hymn still sing it. In many
a distant Northern town where I have stood to speak,
the song has been sung by the choir of some oné of
the churches before or after my lecture. I could hardly
believe my ears when, at an “entertainment at Baton
Rouge which I shared with other officers of the New
Orleans Exposition, the band broke bravely into the
John Brown tune. It was scarcely less surprising for
me to hear my verses sung at the exposition by the
colored people who had invited me to speak to thém in
their own department. A printed copy of the words
and music was once sent me from Constantinople, by
whom, T never knew. But when I visited Roberts
College, in the neighborhood of that city, the good
professors and their ladies at parting asked me to lis-
ten well to what I might hear on my way down the
steep declivity. I did so, and heard, in  sweet, full
cadence, the lines which scarcely seem mine, so much
are they the breath of that heroic time, and of the feel-
ing with which it was filled.

Julia Ward Howe.
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An Urgent Measure of National Defense.

ASIDE from the construction of ships and fortifica-
tions, to which there is reason to believe that the
next Congress will give serious attention, the most
pressing question of national defense relates to the na-
val personnel. Not that our officers and blue-jackets are
of inferior quality: far from it. Given the materials nec-
essary for training in modern war, and our naval force,
as far as it goes, will challenge comparison with any
of its rivals. The difficulty is not that it is inefficient,
but that it is insufficient. It is a mere nucleus, a navy
on a peace footing. Alike in the Revolution, when our
enemy had a powerful navy, and in the Civil War,
when he had no navy at all, the Government felt from
the outset to the close the urgent want of a large body
of trained man-o’-war’s-men. Men were gradually en-
listed, but the absence of a previous enrollment made
it difficult and expensive to get them, and the absence
of a previous training deferred the period of their effi-
ciency until long after they were got.

In accordance with that sound maxim of American
policy which forbids the maintenance of a large stand-
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ing force, our regular army will probably never exceed
twenty or thirty thousand men, and our regular navy
ten or twelve thousand. But the army makes up for
its small size by an ample reserve, composed of a well-
organized, well-equipped, and well-trained militia. If
a war should break out to-morrow, it would be easy to
put into the field, in the course of a fortnight, from fifty
to one hundred thousand men, officered, armed, and, to
some extent, trained for war. They would be raw troops,
no doubt, but they would still be troops: all the pre-
liminary work — the enrollment, by which the Govern-
ment could lay hands on them immediately, the ar-
rangement in working organizations, the elementary
training — would have been provided for beforehand,
and when the crisis came, would be an accomplished
fact.

The navy, on the other hand, upon which the coun-
try must place its first reliance for defence, whose
forces are always scattered, and whose statutory num-
ber, of seven thousand five hundred seamen, falls short
of actual peace requirements, is absolutely without
a provision for enlargement. In ourpopulation of sixty
millions there is not a single individual known to the



TOPICS OF

Navy Department by name, residence, or occupation,—
and much less is there any organization,— upon whom
or upon which it could call in an emergency to perform
duty in ships of war. Plenty of men there doubtless
are who would be glad to offer their services, and who
might in the course of time be enlisted, assigned to
duties, and made available for purposes of training;
but the enlistment and assignment of any large num-
ber would take two months at least, and the training
would require a month or two more. During the four
months thus consumed, a properly prepared enemy
would have destroyed all our construction-yards and
naval stations, to say nothing of our commerce and our
commercial cities.

To remedy this glaring defect, a plan must be pre-
pared which shall receive the substantial approval of the
mercantile and maritime community on the one hand,
and of the Government on the other; for these are the
two forces whose cobperation is necessary to insure
success. Its two underlying features are the enrollment
of volunteers from the merchant service, the fishing
fleet, and the yacht squadrons, as officers, petty officers,
and seamen of the United States Naval Reserve; and
secondly, their training from time to time, for short
periods — three weeks or a month at the most—in
regularly commissioned ships of war, organized, if pos-
sible, as a squadron of evolutions. The volunteers
should receive compensation while actually in service,
and, the period of training finished, they should be
free to return to their vocations, retaining their con-
nection with the service by a permanent registration.
The details of the plan require careful deliberation,
but they present no serious difficulties, and call for
no great outlay. Registers opened at the commercial
seaports should be inscribed with the names of those
desiring to associate themselves with the naval reserve.
The Navy Department should devote to the work
some of the modern ships of which its home squadron
will shortly be composed, with selected officers in
sufficient numbers to provide for the instruction of
the volunteers. The latter, wearing the uniform of the
service, and subject to its regulations, would perform
their tour of duty at periods that would cause the least
possible interruption of their ordinary occupations.

The plan would not make sailors out of landsmen,
but that would not be its object. The volunteers, be-
ing seafaring men, already know half their business,
and they would be given an opportunity to learn the
other half,— the handling of weapons, the routine and
discipline of a ship of war, and the intelligent use of
its manifold mechanical appliances. The adoption of
such a plan would enable the Government, at the first
sign of war, to fit out at once all the ships laid upat its
yards, instead of marking time while its squadrons
returned from distant stations, or, worse still, while
Congress deliberated upon the best method of mobil-
izing a force that wasnot yet organized, trained, or even
recruited. Certainly no measure of national defence
is more reasonable or practical than this, and there
is none that calls more urgently for immediate action.

The Niagara Reservation.

Few public measures, based upon considerations
other than those of economic benefit, have met with
such wide-spread and hearty approval as has greeted
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the establishment of the Niagara Reservation. No
question involving simply the public’s chances of future
pleasure can have a greater interest than the question,
What now is to be done with this property which the
people of the State of New-York hold in trust for the
people of all the world ?

Entrance-fees have already been abolished, and
many eyesores and incumbrances in the shape of mills
and fences and vulgar places of amusement have al-
ready been removed. But it will easily be under-
stood that a great deal of further work—and of a
constructive as well as of a destructive character—
will be required if the Reservation is to show that
its owners appreciate its value and the responsibility
which its possession lays upon them. We are sorry
to say that there is no immediate prospect of this
work being undertaken. That is, no money has yet
been appropriated by the Legislature to begin it. But
the Board which has the Reservation in charge has
accepted the plan of improvement suggested by the
landscape artists to whose consideration the matter
was submitted;* and we think it only needs that the
outlines of this plan should be laid before the public
to excite a strong wish that it shall as soon as possi-
ble be put in execution. Seldom, we think, has a task
of the kind been approached in a spirit which so
unites common sense with artistic feeling, and so
carefully holds the balance true between whatis due
to the property itself and what is due to the persons
who will visit it.

The problem was by no means an easy one to
master. Its very first theoretic stages were, indeed,
simple enough. Of course, as Messrs. Olmsted and
Vaux begin by saying, it is desirable  that whatever
is done shall tell toward a general result that shall be
lastingly satisfactory, nothing being wasted on maiters
of temporary expediency ”’; and of course this means
that preparation must be made for the presence of
even greater crowds of visitors than have been in the
habit of assembling in the past. Again, it is obvious
that « the greatest good of the greatest number ” is the
one aim to be kept in view. The rights of local prop-
erty-owners have already been made to yield to it;
and to it must be subordinated also the privileges of
individual tourists in so far as they seem likely to
conflict with general enjoyment.

Up to this point no great difficulty presented itself.
But then to decide what really is the greatest good in
such a case, and, this having been settled, so to elab-
orate a plan of improvement that it might be thor-
oughly well secured, but that individual privileges
might be interfered with no more than strict neces-
sity compelled, and in such a manner as to excite
the least possible feeling of constraint in the most
selfish of tourists— these were matters which de-
manded the exercise of patient thought, clear judg-
ment, wise foresight, and that practical knowledge
which could only have grown from long experience
with similar problems.

As revealed in their lucid, full, and logical statement,

## General Plan for the Improvement of the Niagara Reser-
vation,” New York: Martin B. Brown, 45 & 51 Park Place.
1887. (A pamphlet containing the report :A(?drcsscd to the Hon.
William ]gorshcimr:r, President of the Board of Commissioners
of the State Reservation at Niagara, by Frederick Law Olmsted
and Calvert Vaux, Landscape-architects; and a large map of the
property as it will appear if remodeled in accordance.)



632

Messrs. Olmsted and Vaux’s primary idea is that the
greatest good which they can secure to their clients is
the enjoyment of natural scenery in as pure and una-
dulterated an aspect as the decent, safe, and comfortable
accommodation of great throngs of visitors will permit.
That is to say, people will in future be expected to come
to Niagara to look at Niagara, not to picnic or to play,
and not to gaze at mountebanks, or peep-shows, or * gal-
leries of art,” or collections of natural curiosities. And
they will be shown it as nearly as possible as nature
made it, neither desecrated nor, in the cant sense, #im-
proved,” and under the beams of the sun and moon,
but never again of colored calcium-lights. Its beauty
and its wonderfulness are to be given the freest chance
to speak to our emotions, while the petty and discord-
ant tones of humanity’s creations are as much as pos-
sible to be suppressed. And, with keen artistic taste,
this rule is so extended as to war against all artificial
accentuation of natural charms, all deliberate empha-
sizing of natural impressions. Every opportunity will
be given the visitor to see all there is to see, but no ef-
fort will be made to enhance astonishment, to excite
amazement, or to stimulate mere curiosity.

Surely these decisions are wise. So, also, is the cog-
nate decision that, as ¢ the more artificial features
fill the eye the less will be the effect of natural feat-
ures,” no object or arrangement ¢ of an artificial char-
acter should be allowed a place on the property, no
matter how valuable it might be under other circum-
stances, and no matter at how little cost it may be had,
the presence of which can be avoided consistently
with the provision of necessary conditions for making
the enjoyment of the natural scenery available.”
Those objects and arrangements which, in the pursu-
ance of this end, cannot be avoided will be only too
numerous, and will be only too conspicuous despite the
care that will be taken to make them unobtrusive in
both form and color. Roads and walks must be con-
structed in greater numbers than they exist to-day, if
all other portions of the surface are to be guarded as
carefully as they should be —much more carefully, that
is, than they have been in the past. Standing and
turning places for carriages must be laid out. Abun-
dant seats and various bridges and stairways are of
course a necessity. Shelters must be built contain-
ingample accommodations for the guardians of the place
and for the comfort of the greatest possible crowds of
visitors. Especially when the narrowness of the long
belt which forms the Reservation is considered, do we
feel how wise, therefore, is the judgment which would
exclude all other objects save those which nature in-
tended the ground to bear ; not only all appliances for
“amusement,” but all works of art, all exotic ornamen-
tal frees and shrubs, all #decorative ” flower-beds,—
everything that could further interfere with the natural
aspect of the place or (quite as important a point)
could attract the eye to details when it should be con-
templating broad general effects.

Another thing which this precept obliges (and which
the comfort of the great body of visitors also necessi-
tates) is that there shall be no places of entertainment,
or of more than temporary shelter except at the very
entrance of the Reservation, and that stringent care
shall be taken to prevent the monopolizing of attract-
ive spots by picnic parties and the littering of the
ground with sandwich-papers, soda-water bottles, and
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tomato-cans. Vast numbers of people — sometimes
as many as ten thousand a day — come every summer
for a brief look at the Falls, who neither would nor
could come were they obliged to refresh and rest
themselves at the village hotels. For these, and their
babies and baskets, ample and even luxurious accom-
modation will be provided in a large (but low) recep-
tion-building at the entrance to the Reservation in the
Upper Grove, and in adjacent half-open pavilions.
But beyond these buildings no carrying of food will
be permitted, and nowhere else will it be supplied.
The hardship resulting from this rule will be very
small, for the distance from the site of the old eating-
house on Goat Island to the new reception-rooms or
to the village hotels is scarcely greater than a ten
minutes’ walk will cover. In truth, it will be no
hardship but a positive benefit to the average unthink-
ing tourist if he is thus persuaded to rest and refresh
himself before he does his sight-sceing.

The good sense shown by another decision is per-
haps less immediately obvious, but is quite as evident
when the reasons for it are studied in the report and
by the aid of the map. Involving as they do calcula-
tions with regard to the numbers who are likely to
visit the Reservation in future years, statements as to
the insccurity of certain portions of the water-front,
descriptions of the lay of the ground in various direc-
tions, and a balancing of the relative claims of accom-
modation and of natural beauty, these reasons are far
too long and complicated to be quoted here. But they
clearly show, we repeat, the wisdom of the decision
that the carriage-drives and halting-places, both on
the mainland and on Goat Island, shall be kept a little
away from the shore, and that the best points of view
shall be approachable only on foot. Nor is the hard-
ship which this decision may seem to involve much
more than an apparent one. To make some thirty
paces on foot is but a small exertion for the able-bod-
ied, and wheeled chairs are to be supplied for the use
of invalids. The greatest good of the greatest number
will be promoted by this arrangement almost more
than by any other that is proposed.

One or two additional intentions may be noted. All
hazardous points along the brink will be rendered as
safe as possible, and carefully guarded against over-
crowding. All plantings will be made with native
trees in desirable varicty, more regard being paid
to permanent than to speedily effective results; and
they will be so arranged as to screen off the vil-
lage from the Reservation, while allowing constant
views or glimpses of the water from all the roads
and paths. The shore line above the falls will be re-
stored to naturalness of aspect and protected against
the encroachment of the water in inconspicuous Ways.
The present staircase to the Cave of the Winds will
be retained for immediate use; but as the recession
of the cliff will eventually necessitate its removal, it is
advised that at some future day a shaft and tunnel con-
taining an elevator should be built, the entrance to be
placed some fifty feet from the edge of the bank.
Further to reduce the inconveniences and expenses
which hitherto have afilicted the tourist, a cheap om-
nibus-service will be established, and modest guide-
posts will direct pedestrians.

This then, in its main outlines, is the scheme for the
execution of which we hope the next Legislature will
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be asked to vote sufficient funds. Of course not every-
thing which it suggests need be done at once; but
with regard to some things there is the greatest
necessity for immediate action. It is especially desir-
able, for instance, that the new drives on Goat Island
should be at once constructed, for those which exist
are so insufficient that visitors are seriously incon-
venienced, and many intervening streiches of ground
are month by month more seriously injured by tram-
pling feet. But the truth is that there is scarcely a
yard of the entire Reservation which does not need
treatment of some sort —either for alteration or for
conservation; and as all the work requires much
time for its completion, none of it can be begun too
‘soon.

Even after it is, so to say, completed, much ad-
ditional time must elapse before its full results will
be apparent, for a landscape-artist must wait years for
his labors to finish themselves after he has finished upon
the soil the plan he had sketched on paper. The main
thing, therefore, is, to begin. But when once we have
begun, the main thing will be to remember through all
coming years that the property must not only be made,
but kept, what its wisely chosen name implies,—a
picee of nature defended as strictly as possible againstall
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intrusion of artificiality. As such it will have no more
room for certain kinds of beauty to display themselves
than for any kind of ugliness. To try to prettify it
with fountains and statues, and exotic shrubs and
brilliant flower-beds, would be as unwise, as inartistic,
and as vulgar almost, as to try to add to its at-
tractions by merry-go-rounds and menageries, and
illuminations, and ice-cream stalls. One feels sure that
the Reservation will never again wear that disgrace-
ful resemblance to a country fair-ground which it has
worn so long. But we wish one could feel just as
sure that it will never be made into a park or a garden
or a pleasure-ground of any kind, even the most
sumptuously “ aristocratic.”

We wish too that it were entirely certain, that if the
year of Queen Victoria’s jubilee is indeed to be signal-
ized by the forming of a Government Reservation on
the Canada shore, this too will be planned and man-
aged in accordance with this general idea. The views
from the Canada bank are much more extensive and
imposing than those from our own. There is all the
greater reason, therefore, why their effect should not
be lessened by “ ornamental ” park-like foregrounds,
or forced into unworthy rivalry with the attractions of
places of amusement and bodily refreshment.

OPEN LETTERS.

Education of the Blind.
NO, 1. AS CHILDREN.

OTWITHSTANDING the attention given to this
subject during the past two or three decades by
able and philanthropic persons, and the excellent,work
in certain directions and within certain limits now
done in many of our State institutions, the matter is
still but very imperfectly understood, even by those who
make it a specialty, and scarcely at all by the general
public. Yet it is one of almost universal interest.
There are, comparatively speaking, but few families in
this or any other country which are not sooner or later,
directly or indirectly, called upon to exercise their
thoughts and sympathies in behalf of some afflicted
member, friend, or acquaintance, for whom, in their
ignorance of possibilities and precedents, they entertain
the most exaggerated compassion, the most needlessly

doleful and hopeless ideas.

The experience and observation of many years en-
able me to speak with definite, vivid, personal know-
ledge upon this theme; and though I have by no means
the intention, nor perhaps the ability, to formulate a
complete system of study and training for those deprived
of sight, I may possibly, by a few practical suggestions,
throw a little light into some darkened existences, ren-
der less appalling the roar of life's battle to some about
entering it under fearful disadvantages, or show a gleam
of hope to the heavy heart of some discouraged mother,
who sees her child, in all the glad bright promise of
the futare which her fond maternal pride has pictured
in advance, entombed alive in midnight blackness,
blighted with the curse of useless, joyless dependence —
for such its fate appears to her. If I can succeed in
giving aid or comfort to any of these, my labor will be
repaid tenfold.

The chief difficulty in the past, and perhaps an una-
voidable one in the way of more satisfactory results in
the education of the blind as a class, has been that most
of the theorizing and experimenting, as well as the
practical work in this direction, has been done by see-
ing persons, who are never wholly able to divest their
minds of certain prejudices and misapprehensions with
regard to those under their charge, nor to enter fully
into their real condition and actual needs. Many of
them have been intelligent and earnestly devoted to
their task, and a few have really hit upon some very
rational projects and ingenious contrivances to ameli-
orate the condition and add to the comfort of their pu-
pils and protégés; but the majority have been led
astray by erroneous conceptions of the state with which
they had to deal, which rendered their best-meant en-
deavors fruitless; while no small number have been
fantastic dreamers or pig-headed hobbyists, erratic
cranks of every description, who have either used this
form of philanthropy as an easy means of gaining a
livelihood, or have regarded the unfortunates under
their charge as only important in the light of suitable
and legitimate subjects for every variety of experi-
ment, psychological and physical, from fanatical, mo-
nomaniac piety, to hydropathy.

Some of the theories put in practice, in defiance of
common sense, by men whom the state supports and
the public applauds, would be boundlessly ludicrous,
if their results were not pitifully sad. For instance,
the superintendent of a large and richly endowed in-
stitution for the blind at Naples maintains that all
sightless persons should be kept in utter ignorance of
sight ; that in justice and mercy they should never be
allowed to know what they miss,— that is, should never
be permitted to meet, either in their specially prepared
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literature or conversation, any reference whatever to
light, color, or any purely visible phenomena; in short,
should never be told of anything which they cannot
themselves hear, taste, or touch; should live in vast
cloister-like asylums, supported by charity, strangers
to every experience of actual life — pictures, scenery,
sight ifself, to them unknown, even by name. Follow-
ing this theory out to its logical conclusion, it is diffi-
cult to comprehend how any brain outside a madhouse
could conceive it, still less harbor it for a moment ;
yet upward of three hundred wretches are to-day
being educated, as it is termed, in accordance with this
theory,

Another superintendent of a similar establishment
in Germany told the writer, not long since, that
“prayer and Christian resignation” were the only
things of value which the blind could learn or prac-
tice ; that for them, as for the lepers of old, life in this
world was over, and it was their duty and privilege to
fit themselves early for the next; that any effort to
change their condition materially, besides being en-
tirely fruitless, would be equivalent to rebellion against
the restrictions of their divinely appointed sphere. In
his establishment, therefore, the chief and only impor-
tant exercise of the pupils was to kneel regularly every
half-hour at the stroke of a bell and mutter through
a lot of senseless prayers, learned by rote, to render
them more contented with their lot and resigned to
its necessary limitations, as was claimed by their judi-
cious instructor, who, like many others, was entirely
satisfied with divine restrictions for other people.

In America the conditions, prospects, and educa-
tional opportunities of this numerically important
class are of course incaleulably superior to those in
Europe. There the outlook, even to the casual ob-
server, is hopeless and heart-rending; here it presents
many elements of encouragement. Our sound national
common sense helps us to take the lead in this, as in
most practical matters; but we have still very much
to test and demonstrate.

An important source of misunderstanding and con-
sequent mismanagement in dealing with the blind,
especially as children, is the exaggerated sympathy and
commiseration felt and expressed toward them by par-
ents, teachers, and others. Those to whom total dark-
ness is synonymous with mental depression, vague
terror, and utter physical helplessness, naturally sup-
pose that never to see the light at all must mean posi-
tive, poignant, perpetual misery. To them it would,
for a time at least; and they cannot realize how com-
pletely circamstances alter cases. The blind child
knows nothing of this feeling, and never would, if it
were not dinned into his ears by the stupid, over-offi-
cious kindness of those about him. He is accustomed
to his condition, has pretty much forgotten or has never
known any other, and lives his life contentedly enough
within its necessary limitations, unconscious of any
lack, save when reminded of it by some practical diffi-
culty to be overcome, or, far oftener and more painfully,
by the injudicious remarks and demeanor of others.
Many a day that for him would have passed cheerfully,
filled with play or study, withont a thought of his
misfortune, is embittered and made wretched by a few
ill-timed, ill-chosen words from some well-meaning
friend or curious neighbor. For he is, as a rule,
abnormally sensitive upon this score; and though it
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should be his aim and that of his guardians to over-
come this tendency, it cannot be done by continually
and heedlessly irritating the sore spot.

Let him alone ; treat him and think of him as if he
were not different from other children, and he will
become far less so than you suppose. Assume that he
is to feel, think, and enjoy as others do, and he will
surprise you by the clearness of his perceptions, the
accuracy of his intuitions, and the thoroughness of his
participation in things which you had supposed were
wholly beyond his scope. Help him to forget or ignore
rather than to realize and lament his infirmity; not
by anxiously avoiding every subject that has any con-
nection with sight, but by tacitly granting that he has
other not necessarily inferior means of obtaining the’
same impressions of the outer world as yourself, which
is approximately true. Youwill thus greatly contribute
not only to his practical well-being and personal com-
fort, but to his good opinion of your own tact. It may
be here remarked that the sufferer from blindness or
other bodily affliction is always able to gauge the taste
and breeding of those he meets by the length of time
it takes them to get round to this, for him, disagree-
able topic. With the coarse, illiterate man, it is the
first and about the only thing spoken of ; others arrive
at it by more or less ingenious colloquial meanderings,
displaying a rude curiosity behind a flimsy veil of
every degree of transparency. Comparatively few
succeed in overlooking it altogether, and these are
proportionally appreciated. Fred Douglas is reported
to have said: “I regard Mr. Lincoln as the finest
gentleman I ever met, for he is the only one who
never directly or indirectly reminded me of my color,”
a pregnant and suggestive remark, well worth a sec-
ond thought.

Another terrible obstacle to the proper develop-
ment of the blind is the overweering caution of their
friends for them, and the unreasonable, incredulous
distrust of their capabilities which they must meet on
every hand, and either combat, with all but superhu-
man energy, or succumb to, as they, alas, too often do.
One is reminded of a man who has all his life long
taken the same local paper, till he has come to live in
and swear by it, and finds it impossible to believe that
his neighbor, who subscribes for a rival sheet, can be
posted upon current events, or capable of judging of
anything, merely because his communication with the
world is through a different medium. Those who
have all their lives been in the habit of depending upon
sight for everything, from the study of philosophy and
the Scriptures to the tying of a shoestring, cannot
seem to understand that hearing and touch may with
practice be made to serve nearly all purposes about as
well, and some very much better. For example, be-
cause they cannot find the door of their own parlor at
first trial if the lamp suddenly goes out, they consider
it incredible that a person without sight can go all
over a large city alone as independently and safely as
they; yel he finds it just as hard to believe or under-
stand that they can tell, through the glass of a closed
window, how many persons are in a passing carriage,
or whether the gas is lighted, from the other side of
the room., Both judge from limited personal expe-
rience, a very unreliable criterion when applied to
things outside its range. The fact is that the blind
child, if given a chance, will discover or develop
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means to do nearly everything that others do, in its
own way and with somewhat more trouble, it is true,
but well enough for all practical needs and for its own
satisfaction. If not hemmed in at every turn, antici-
pated in every wish and effort, warned against and
prevented from making every self-reliant attempt, the
sightless child will gradually attain to an independence
as natural and necessary to his well-being as it is mar-
velous to his over-anxious friends. Here, again, leave
him to himself; let him meet his own necessities, find
his limitations, test and train his powers. Let him
hunt his own lost playthings, even if he be slow about
it, and your tender patience be tried almost beyond
bearing by the spectacle. Let him grope for them;
the next time it will not take half so long, and in ten
years he will find a dropped coin or cufi-button as
quickly as you can. Let him help himself at table, at
the toilette, and on all occasions as others do. Let him
go alone, not only over house and grounds, which
many think so wonderful, but on the streets of town
or city, wherever he pleases and others of his age are
allowed to go. Encourage him to compete with them
in all they undertake, whether physical or intel-
lectual, and he will very likely astonish you often by
excelling them. In a word, help him to independence,
the first essential of his happiness, the corner-stone
of his life’s edifice, the key-note of its harmony.

Fortunate indeed is he who, when entering earth’s
lists, the odds against him doubled, his own forces
crippled by such an infirmity, finds himself blessed
in a mother with brains as well as heart, who can curb
maternal fondness and fears in accordance with a far-
sighted plan for his good. To the credit of such a
mother and for the encouragement of others like her
who may be beginning a similar task, the writer may
be permitted to state in support of the above as-
sertions that, thanks to such a judicious training, he
was able, without either memory of or aid from sight
and without material assistance from any institution
or corps of teachers, to compete fairly and successfully
with his boyhood companions, not only in the different
grades of the public-school and the higher branches
of academical study, but in most of the bodily exer-
cises and sports, such as swimming, skating, running,
rowing, etc.; to ride horseback alone anywhere within
ten miles of his suburban home; in short, to take an
enjoyable part in nearly every occupation and amuse-
ment entered into by other boys; later, to travel
alone over the greater part of this country and Europe,
to wander through the streets of many foreign cities,
enjoying their different languages and customs.
Though this required, no doubt, a closer attention
and a greater keenness and alertness of the faculties
than the average person would have needed to exer-
cise, it was not therefore less beneficial or pleasur-
able, and was certainly done with as great freedom,
safety, and comfort, and as few mishaps or inconven-
iences as fall to the lot of an ordinary traveler. Only
another proof of the old saying that there is more
than one road to Rome and more than one means to
an end, if one searches with a will.

The question is often asked: By what means doesa
person unable to see find his way from place to place,
or know when to turn a corner, or even keep on the
sidewalk, etc? That some such power is possessed, lo
a greater or less degree, by most blind people, is well
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known; but just what it is or hos far it may be car-
ried, few understand ; and even among those using if,
to whom it is a matter of course, a simple every-day
experience, few, if any, have succeeded in analyzing it
satisfactorily. Though the faculty is as difficult to ex-
plain clearly to those not gifted with it as would be
the perception of the difference in colors or as sight
itself to the blind, I will try to give some little idea
of it for the bencfit of those wishing to learn for
themselves or others.

It does not consist, as is sometimes fancied, in the
skillful use of a cane or the exact memory of distances,
though these are minor aids. It results from the union
of hearing and the sense of touch, both trained to ex-
traordinary delicacy and habituated to unusual services,
coming to form a sort of sixtk sense, as instinctive, in-
stantaneous, and trustworthy in its activity as any of the
familiar five. To illustrate: If you walk rapidly along
a quiet street, listening carefully to your footsteps, you
will notice that the solid buildings and walls close to
the sidewalk give back a distinct echo, which instantly
ceases at the openings and crossings. This to the
blind is equivalent to light and shadow, and is in its
crudest beginnings the first element in the #sixth
sense” above mentioned. Again, if you walk slowly,
in the dark, up against a wall or closed door, you
will feel, just before striking it, upon the delicate
nerves of the exposed portion of the face a slight
sensation like that which might be produced by an
infinitely fine and light gossamer veil. It is caused by
the increased compression or resistance of the elastic
air when forced up against one solid body by the ap-
proach of another. Repeat the experiment, and you
find that the same thing is noticeable at a greater dis-
tance than at first. This is the germ of the second
element already spoken of. These two perceptions,
blended into one consciousness and trained to perfec-
tion by long years of practice, enable one to become
aware ata considerable distance of any obstacle in his
path, to determine the size and approximate shape of
objects he is passing, to tell the height of a wall
without touching it; in short, to take cognizance of
any and all landmarks necessary in making his way
or finding a given locality.

This faculty, based upon simple though generally
unfamiliar natural laws, is, in some of its many forms
of application, the source of most of the seemingly re-
markable feats performed by sightless persons in this
connection ; and it is with them so habitually in use,
so much a part of daily life, that its exercise is instinc-
tive and unconscious, and the blind scarcely realize that
others employ a different process to arrive at the same
results. It is susceptible of almost immeasurable de-
velopment. The writer has known a namber besides
himself who could count the shade-trees when riding
at full gallop along the middle of the street, tell the
difference between a close or open fence, the distance
of buildings from roadways, etc. The position of cor-
ners, gateways, and the like are much more easily
learned. In walking, everything is of course much
nearer, and the difficulty is greatly diminished. So
every change in sidewalk or fence, every inequality
beneath the feet or smallest post by the wayside, is a
guide, as definite and trustworthy as are buildings or
signboards to him who sees.

The only things which seriously interfere with the
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exercise of this faculty are a high wind, which prevents
the differences in atmospheric density being perceived,
and a constant monotonous noise, like the clatter of
machinery or the rapid roll of wheels over a haid road,
by which all echo is drowned, These make the real
darkness. Hence, though many are able to ride with
ease and safety, I never knew one who could drive in
a carriage at all, and I do not think that will ever be
feasible. T will also say that wheelbarrows, trucks,
etc., left in the way by careless boys, are the blind
man’s bane. They make no noise, and have no voice
of echo in them, nor are they high enough to give
warning of their presence to any exposed portion of
the skin; but humble and unpretentious though they
are, they may prove a grievous cause of stumbling in
the path of the peaceable pedestrian.

Save for these hindrances, which after all are no
worse than being tied toa candle half of one’s life, one
may make sight quite easy to be dispensed with in
most matters. Courage then, heartsick mother, de-
spondent youth! The greater the odds, the more
tempting the victory. Arouse ambition; sirive, not
to equal, but to excel what others do with better
chances ; at first in the little commonplaces of life,
later in its more important work. What has been done
can be; and what never has been done is not there-
fore impossible, but is rather the more worth doing.

Edward B, Perry.

Ministerial Bureaux.

IN most of the great Protestant communions in the
United States much complaint is heard of a failure
to utilize the ministerial forces. On the one side is
a greal array of vacant churches, on the other a multi-
tude of unemployed ministers. Churches are begging
for teachers, and preachers are praying for churches,
and there seems to be no way of bringing the demand
and the supply together. In the statistics of one re-
ligious body now before us, out of a total of 4016
churches, 941 are reported vacant; and out of a total
of 3796 ministers, 1137 are “not in pastoral work.”
A large proportion of these last are employed as
teachers, or as journalists, or in the work of benevolent
societies, or in some other calling; nevertheless it is
certain that several hundreds of them are available
for the supply of the 941 vacant churches, if only the
proper adjustments could be made. What a misfor-
tune that so many flocks should be shepherdless, while
there are so many shepherds searching for flocks !

A state of things quite similar exists in nearly all
the Protestant denominations. The Methodists alone
escape the reproach. It is their boast that everyminis-
ter who desires to work is furnished with a field of la-
bor, and that every church wishing a pastor is sup-
plied. Over against the confessed disadvantages of
their system, arising out of its imperfect adaptation to
work in the larger cities, this great fact must be set.
Some degree of freedom and flexibility may well be
sacrificed to secure so perfect an economy of force, It
is not likely, however, that any of the other denomina-
tions will adopt the itinerant system; it is much more
likely that the Methodist church will relieve its string-
ency by important modifications; but it is a question
often asked whether some advisory agency might not
be contrived that would bring the idle ministers and

OPEN LETTERS.

the empty pulpits into communication ; and whether,
in this way, the advantages of the itineracy could
not be secured without suffering its drawback.

In the Protestant Episcopal church the bishop ful-
fills precisely this function; and it is probable that he
accomplishes as much in this direction as is possible
under any system which leaves to the local church un-
limited power in the choice of its minister. The num-
ber of unemployed clergymen and of vacant parishes
is smaller in this church than in any of the non-episco-
pal churches, and this is a strong reason for episcopal
supervision. ““ A church without a bishop " has, beyond
a doubt, many advantages; the liberty which it boasts
is a great good; whether it more than compensates
for the lack of episcopal oversight and direction is a
question into which we do not propose to enter; we
only wish to point out that the polity which the non-epis-
copal churches deliberately renounce works well in the
matter now under consideration.

It has been proposed in some of the non-episcopal
churches that each local ecclesiastical body — synod,
or presbytery, or conference —appoint from its own
members a ministerial bureau or committee of minis-
terial exchange, to serve as a medium of communica-
tion between ministers wanting churches and churches
wanting ministers. One of the most distinguished
of the Presbyterian ministers, the Rev. Dr. Crosby,
of New-York, forcibly urged this plan in a lecture at
the New Haven Theological Seminary. “The church,”
he says, “should have an organized system of bringing
together unemployed ministers and vacant pulpits, by
which, in a quiet way, consistent with the dignity of
the church and the self-respect of ministers, churches
will be able to act intelligently, without the pernicious
practice of candidating. A committee should be in-
trusted withthe delicate matter,—a committee of expe-
rienced and judicious men appointed by the chief
ceclesiastical body of the district, and to this committee
churches should apply, and on this committee minis-
ters should rely.”

This plan seems entirely rational and feasible; can
any one suggest a serious objection to it? How great
would be the gain, if the ministers who are now writ-
ing and traveling hither and thither in search of work,
and the churches that are reaching out blindly after
pastors, could be introduced to one another by some
such judicious committee! No flaw appears in this
reasoning, yet when the method is tried it does not
succeed. The great Northern Presbyterian church,
to which Dr. Crosby belongs, has made full experi-
ment with it, and with discouraging results. This
church would seem to possess, in its centralized organ-
ization and its admirable discipline, better facilities
for the working of such a scheme than most of the other
non-episcopal churches can command, yet a strenuous
effort, continued through several years, to put it into
operation, almost wholly failed. The presbyterial and
synodical committees of supply were duly organized,
and announced themselves as ready to mediate be-
tween vacant churches and idle pastors, but they have
had little to do. Neither ministers nor churches re-
sorted to them; the evil against which they were to
provide is not abated ; the *“ hungry sheep ' still ¢ look
up and are not fed”; the starving shepherds still
wait in the market-place because no man has hired
them. The result of this experiment indicates, in the
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words of a late temperate report on the subject,  that
neither churches nor ministers can be brought, by any
‘new form of machinery, to leave their concerns in
other hands than their own. The committees are left
idle, while the parties transact their business for them-
selves.”

The reasons of the reluctance of churches and minis-
ters toavail themselves of suchan agency does notimme-
diately appear. Is it partly a result of an overstrained
independence — an excessive jealousy of ecclesiastical
control? Is it due to a fear that the committee thus
appointed would learn to domineer over the churches ?
Such an apprehension seems altogether irrational.
The Episcopal churches appear to have preserved
all their liberties of choice: they avail themselves
constantly of the good offices of the bishop in the
selection of their rectors; but it is probable that they
are as free in their action as the churches of any
other communion. The danger that an advisory com-
mittee, appointed by themselves year by year,
would usurp authority over the churches in this mat-
ter, seems to be exceedingly remote. The fear of los-
ing liberty sometimes degenerates into a ludicrous
apprehension. “ Give me liberty or give me death !” is
a heroic sentiment, no doubt; but the man who prefers
to die in the woods rather than surrender the liberty
of finding his own way out by inquiring at the door
of the wood-chopper’s cabin, is a cheap variety of hero.

So far as the clergy are concerned, this unwilling-
ness to make use of the ministerial bureau arises prob-
ably from a different cause, The larger number of these
vacant churches are weak churches, and the unemployed
minister hesitates to ask advice of such a committee lest
they should commend him to one of these places where
the labor is abundant and the support meager. To re-
fuse such an opening would be ungracious ; to accept
it would imply a degree of self-denial to which he has
not attained. Therefore he thinks it more prudent to
keep his own counsel and conduct his own negotiations.

If such are the reasons which operate to dissuade
the pastorless churches and the churchless parsons
from availing themselves of this sensible provision
for their mutual benefit, it is to be hoped that they may
be reconsidered. A slight accession of common sense
and consecration would be likely to make both parties
willing to receive advice, and to agree upon some plan
by which the neglected vineyards and the waiting la-
borers may be brought together.

In the absence of such a plan much labor of this na-
ture falls on those who are already overworked. Home
Missionary secretaries and superintendents in all the
new States are necessarily burdened with such cares,
in behalf of the teebler churches. Yet even they might
be relieved to a considerable extent by the codperation
of local committees. Every pastor of a prominent
church, East or West, by no consent of his own, finds
himself regularly installed as a ministerial bureau.
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No small share of his time is consumed in mediating
between idle ministers and vacant churches. If this
work could be organized and subdivided, much relief
would be afforded to a few very busy men.

In some of our larger cities loeal bureaux of tempo-
rary supply have been established. Ministers on their
vacations, and ministers without charge, resort to these
bureaux ; and churches of the vicinity, needing supplies
for their pulpits, make application during the week
and take whatever is sent then on Sunday morning.
Such a bureau may be a great convenience at times;
but, considered as a benevolent institution, its indirect
results are questionable. The value of such an agency
cannot be estimated until it is known to what extent
the churches are encouraged by its presence to neglect
or delay the settlement of pastors, and to rely upon a
hand-to-mouth provision for their pulpits which saves
them considerable money; and also to what extent
restless ministers in distant townsare led to resign their
pulpits and make pilgrimages to the places where the
bureaux offer employment. The comparison is rude,
and may seem invidious; but, if things sacred may
be likened to things profane, the establishment of such
an agency may be said to operate, to some extent, like
the opening of a soup-kitchen; and the wisest philan-
thropists are now agreed that the effects of free soup-

Lkitchens are not salutary.
Washington Gladden.

Landscape-Gardening.

To THE EpiTorR oF THE CENTURY:

Allow me to thank you for your* Landscape-Garden-
ers Needed for America,” in vour “ Topics of the Time,”
for June.

The so-called landscape-gardener is in many cases
not as intelligent as an ordinary every-day laborer ; his
object seems to be to have as manynarrow and contorted
walks as possible where they are not needed, to plant
many trees and shrubs in the most inappropriate
places, to make ridiculously-shaped beds, and to plant
them with but one object,—to use as many plants as
possible without regard to suitability. Itis surely worth
the attention not only of those engaged in the business,
but of gentlemen who have country houses, to consider
at least the fundamental features of landscape-work
and landscape-art. There can be no stereotyped plans
for the embellishment of grounds; each domain calls
for different treatment and different grouping.

The natural surroundings should be the first con-
sideration, instead of being, as now, often ignored.
Unfortunately, we have but few good works which
treat this important subject in a right manner; but,
in spite of all this malpractice and ignorance, it is
evident that we are progressing, though slowly.

Sl Thorpe,

Secretary of the New-York Horticultural Society.

Vor, XXXIV,.—88.
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The First Century of the Constitution.

HE month of September, 1887, naturally suggests

the completion of the work of the Convention of 1787,
just a hundred years ago, in its successful formation
of the Constitution of the United States. The difficul-
ties which attended the Convention’s work are detailed
elsewhere in this number of THE CENTURY by a distin-
guished historian, and a discussion of an important
feature of it occurs in two Open Letters, one by a
lawyer of Indiana, and the other by one of our leading
historical students. It may be well for us, with the
light of a century’s practical experience of the Con-
stitution, at the end of which that instrument fits the
new nation as comfortably as in 1739, to consider what
the difficulties of the Convention would have been if
it had been called upon to frame, with prophetic vis-
ion, a Constitution for the United States of 1887,

The strongest argument which the ¢ Federalist,” and
the defenders of the new Constitution in the State con-
ventions, could advance in favor of ratification and in
justification of the expectation of the practical success
of the Constitution, was the comparatively small size of
the country. Hamilton, in the © Federalist,” lays down
this rule: ¢ The natural limit of a republic is that dis-
tance from the center which will barely allow the
representatives of the people to meet as often as may
be necessary for the administration of public affairs.”
He estimates the length of the country, from north to
south, at 8683{ miles, and its breadth at 750, adding
this comfortable comparison: * It is not a great deal
larger than Germany . . . or than Poland before the
late dismemberment.” In another place he says: “If
there be but one government pervading all the States,
there will be, as to the principal part of our commerce,
but one side to guard,— the Atlantic coast.” With what
feelings would he and the Convention have set about
their work, if they could have realized that they were
in reality framing a scheme of government for a coun-
try which was to stretch from north latitude 25° to
49°%, and from the 67th to the 125th degree of west
longitude, 2600 miles by 1600 through the center, to
say nothing of Alaska, in itself two-thirds the size of
the country of which Hamilton was speaking? That
the commerce for which they were caring was to whiten
the waters of both the Pacific and the Atlantic, of the
Gulf of Mexico as well as of the Great Lakes ? That
the Congress which they were providing was to deal
with an énfernal commerce greater than all the for-
eipn commerce that the country has ever known; with
a manufacturing capital of $2,800,000,000 and an an-
nual product of $35,400,000,000; with a population of
60,000,000, instead of 4,000,000? That the time would
come when a member of Congress would be compelled
to travel 6500 miles in going to the Federal Capital
and returning to his State? It is a fortunate thing for
the United States that the Convention which framed
its Constitution knew nothing of the future, and de-
voted its care and energies to the establishment of a
government for the country which it knew.

THE TIME.

The Convention sent forth the instrument which it
had framed to meet the future, and the most marvel-
ous feature of its first century of trial has been its
apparently inexhaustible power of accommodating
itself to the growth and changing necessities of the
people. Its judiciary system has expanded in its ter-
ritorial jurisdiction from thirteen districts to sixty; its
Presidential office has had control of a million of armed
men; its imports have risen from $22,000,000 to
$640,000,000, and its exports from $20,000,000 to
$720,000,000; steam, electricity, and all the other
forces which modern civilization has harnessed for
the service of man, have altered the life and needs of
the people; and still the national government estab-
lished by the Constitution remains unchanged in sub-
stance. The natural divergence of its lines has brought
larger and still larger fields within their scope; the
few employees of 1789 have increased in number until
they are an army; but the Treasury officer of 1789, if
he could examine the organization of to-day, would
still be able to trace clearly the lines of the original
formation, though he might be bewildered in the effort
to follow out all the ramifications by which the system
has met the requirements of later development. The
case is the same in every department of the national
system: it has developed, but it has not changed.
The Convention of 1787 could hardly have provided
a more satisfactory system for 1887 if, with prophetic
vision, it had been able to forecast the needs of 1887
and adapt its work to those needs.

Nations, like individuals, can live but one day at a
time, and their business is to live that day as wisely,
honestly, and justly as may be; not to essay the part
of a Providence, and attempt to legislate for millions
yet unborn. They cannot legislate for posterity : they
can only provide the molds into which following
generations must be poured; and, unless those molds
are wise, just, and honest for the generation which
makes them, they will assuredly be broken by some
succeeding generation, or they will compress and mar
the whole life of the people. In this sense, we, who
stand on the threshold of the second century of the
Constitution, are as actually constitution-makers as the
members of the Convention of 1787. Let it be our
care to make our institutions wise, just, and honest for
the people of 1887, and to hate and repudiate every
proposition that savors of dishonesty or of injustice,
however it may seem to our temporary advantage,
knowing that we are thus doeing all that man can do
for the people of 1987.

A Great Teacher.

THE teachers of men are many; the teachers of
young men are few. To turn the faculties of a mature
mind to the education of youth is something willingly
undertaken by many, but success does not depend
upon willingness or knowledge, or even enthusiasm,
The art of teaching is a gift and an inspiration equally
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with poetry and music. In the vast majority of even
good teachers, it is impossible to resist the conclusion
that they become accommodated in their own minds
to the minds of their pupils. Sympathy being the es-
sential requisite, they unconsciously fall into the habit
and scope of thought of their students,—*subdued to
what it works in, like the dyer’s hand.” Itis the fatal
tendency in teaching to shrink towards the capacity
of those taught — a tendency that able teachers resist
by constant watchfulness and severe studies.

When a great man gives himsell to teaching young
men, and successfully resists this tendency, and when
also he has the gift or genius for teaching, we have that
rarest of men—a great teacher. This century has fur-
nished two eminent examples : Dr. Arnold, of Rugby,
and Dr. Hopkins, of Williams College. There have
been other great teachers, but these two men pre-
eminently wear these marks,— greatness and genius
in their work. Dr. Arnold taught boys, but he kept
even with his own powers, and was as great as if he
had spent his days at Oxford or in Parliament. Dr.
Hopkins taught young men, but it is difficult to con-
ceive of him as greater in any other possible sphere.
The success of each is due to the fact that they pre-
served the full measure of their mental powers, and at
the same time had the faculty of laying powerful hold
of the young mind. A great mind, enlisting young
men, and drawing them by the secret charm and power
of his divine gift up to himself without descendinginhis
own mental habit to them,— such was Dr. Hopkins.

It would not be quite correct to say that Dr. Hop-
kins had a theory of teaching. Great men do not
work by theories. He taught spontaneously, out of
his own nature ; and here lay the value of his work.
He carried into the class-room the free action of his
own mind and also its total action. Many men are
able to do this who fail as teachers, but Dr. Hopkins
possessed the knack of bridging the space between his
own lofty thought and the mind of the pupil, and so
getting him up to his own level. This is true teach-
ing — inducing in the pupil the thought and feeling of
the teacher.

But Dr. Hopkins did far more to get his pupils to
share in his thought and ideas: he taught them to
think in the same fashion. It was nota prime or even
a subordinate purpose with him to induce his pupils to
agree with his opinions. He rather aimed to get them
to thinking in a certain way. His idea was that if he
could arouse the nature of the man to the full, and
start him into vigorous natural action, he would think
safely. Hence he taught principles, and, above all, the
nature of man. Scholasticism, formal logic, dogma —
these were remote from his methods, as they were re-
mote from himself. “Know thyself” is the heathen
phrase which-he put to a use that carried his pupils to
the heights of Christian morality. It is for this reason
that his teaching and his pupils wear the plain marks
of freedom and catholicity.

It was also a distinguishing mark of Dr. Hopkins’s
instruction that it had a peculiarly germinant quality.
Teaching by principles and by the nature of man, and
avoiding a too close deduction, his pupils were left
free to develop in their own way. Dr. Hopkins taught
the catechism for many years, but the students carried
away more of their teacher’s breadth and rationality
than of the dogmas of the Confession.
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It was a characteristic of his teaching that it had a
directing rather than a binding influence. Room was
left in it for growth, for variation, and adaptation to new
conditions. He founded no school of philosophy, but
did the better work of grounding young men in the
fundamental principles of thought and feeling and con-
duct. If his teaching had a specialty, it consisted in
unifying truth; the truth of one realm was the truth
of all realms. Thus a well-taught pupil stood with the
whole earth under his feet and all heaven above his
head.

Dr. Hopkins’s long life was spent in one of the most
rural parts of New England, and one of the most re-
mote from the centers of culture. Shut in between
the Hoosac range on the east, and the Taconic on the
west, miles of untouched forest on every side, in a little
village that clustered about the college as cottages nes-
tled at the foot of a friendly castle, he drew to himself,
like a medieval teacher, pupils from all parts of the
country, kept them about him for four years, and
sent them out, stamped with his impress, to the towns
and cities to repeat in themselves what he had taught
them, and to convey far and wide something of the
keenness of thought, of moral earnestness, and relig-
ious wisdom which they had learned and felt in him.
Such a life is at once great in its humility and in the
breadth and power of its influence.

Shall we Plant Native or Foreign Trees?

THE relative value for planting in America of native
and foreign trees is a question of wide and deep
and of rapidly increasing interest; yet it is one to
which the public has scarcely begun to give the atten-
tion it deserves. As the destruction of our native for-
ests progresses, planting for the sake of timber must
be ever more largely engaged in; and this destruc-
tion cannot but progress with considerable rapidity,
even though the legislation which is so greatly to he
desired as a check upon it should soon be brought to
bear. Year by year, too, it becomes more desirable
that the worn-out fields of our Eastern States should
be put to arboricultural service, and that the settlers
on the prairies of the West should be accurately in-
formed as to what trees they may best set out. And
as our love for art increases we shall wish to do even
more than we are doing now in the way of private and
public planting for ornamental purposes. In short,
there is no American who is not interested, directly or
indirectly, in the question as to the kinds of trees which
are best adapted to American uses.

The extent to which we have hitherto planted foreign
trees is probably ignored by a great majority of our
readers. Not indeed in very earliest years, but ever
since the first advent among us of the nursery-gardener
we have given them the preference, in our more thickly
settled districts, over trees of native origin. The first
nurserymen were Europeans, and brought both their
stock of knowledge and their stock of plants from the
Old World; and even when their knowledge had ex-
tended itself their stock remained largely the same;
for, from some inexplicable reason, a great many spe-
cies of European trees may be far more easily raised,
and therefore more cheaply and profitably sold, than
our own. Thus the private planter, getting his mate-
rials from nursery gardens, has generally been led to
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choose foreign trees. Again, those who first began to
plant on a large scale with an eye to economic results
—to the production of timber —were inspired by Eng-
lish examples, and naturally selected those species
whose utility had been proved by centuries of experi-
ence. So when ornamental planting over large
areas was undertaken, what more natural than that the
landscape-gardener should most often try to reproduce
European successes and guide himself by the recom-
mendations of those European books which were his
only printed helpers ?

The result has been that the foreign representatives
of many important genera are as familiar to American
eyes in populous districts as their native cousins, and in
certain cases—in the case, for instance, of the willow,
of the spruce, and of the horse-chestnut— are much
more familiar. Signs of a change in practice may now
be perceived. A few years ago it was impossible to
buy American trees in any quantity in any nursery,
but now they may more easily be had and are more
often chosen. Still, the comparatively recent introduc-
tion of novel species from Asia has added to the exotic
temptations of the purchaser, and even uow, we are
told, “where one native tree is planted in Massachu-
setts, five foreign trees are planted here.” *

It will easily be guessed that this is not a desir-
able state of things. But how deplorable a state of
things it really is, few understand as yet, save those
who have specially studied the behavior of foreign
trees upon American soil. Such studyhas been carefully
carried on by more than one scientific observer during
a number of years, and of late an effort has been made
to test the value here, as sources of timber supply, of
many of the species which had made the best records
in their native habitat. Of course all observers do not
agree upon all points, and of course it is too soon yet
to decide dogmatically with regard to many imported
species. But with regard to many others the evidence
is practically conclusive and of a most unfavorable
sort.

Take, for instance, the Norway spruce (Adies ex-
cedse), which all through the Northern and Eastern
States has been planted in such numbers for so many
years thatit can surely be said to have been fairly tested.
It is a most remunerative tree to nurserymen, and a
most tempting one to planters — easily raised and
transplanted, and growing with remarkable rapidity
and great beauty of form while young. Bat in the
pamphlet just quoted, Professor Sargent says that its
general introduction into our plantations “ must, never-
theless, be regarded as a public misfortune. . . . In
spite of its early promise, it must be acknowledged to be
a complete failure in eastern America. It has passed
its prime here, and is almost decrepit before it is half a
century old; it will never produce timber here, and it
becomes unsightly just at that period of life when
trees should be really handsome in full and free de-
velopment.” The most cursory glance at the condition
of this tree in the neighborhood of New York will
prove that it is not unsuited to the climate of Massa-
chusetts only. The Central Park is disfigured by
hundreds of half-dead specimens which are not yet

* #Some Additional Notes upon Trees and Tree-planting in Mas-
sachusetts.”” By C. S. Sargent, director of the Arnold Arboretum
of Harvard College. (Reprinted from the Annual Report of the

Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture.) Boston: Wright and
Potter. 1886.
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half grown ; and even where the soil is better, ragged,
blackened forms alnost invariably prove a want of
health and vigor. Again, Mr. Robert Douglas, of
Waukegan, Ill., one of the oldest and most widely
known nurserymen in the country, writest that he has
never seen a Norway spruce in the East fifty years
old that was not failing in its upward development, or
one in the West forty years old ; and that when he went
purposely to Canada to examine a large number which
he had seen planted forty-nine years before (believing
that they might have done especially well in a north-
ern climate), he found that not one was living, and that
many which had been planted in later years were al-
ready failing. And he adds, that he speaks with a
sense of responsibility, as he has “grown more Nor-
way spruces than any man in America and than all
other men in America.”

As it is with this favorite conifer, so it seems to be
with many others almost as often planted. The Scotch
pine ( Pinus sylvestris), for example, will bear more
exposure than any other tree, and will sooner make
an effective ¢ wind-break.” It is therefore invaluable
in certain positions to planters on the prairies; but as
regards long life and the production of timber, Mr.
Douglas pronounces it “an abject failure ” in any part
of the country where he has ever seen it, and his
words are fully confirmed by the Massachusetts report.

With deciduous trees the case is similar. Neither
the foreign lindens nor the foreign ashes are long-lived
in this country. The sycamore maple (Acer preudo-
platanus) —so widely cultivated abroad for its valua-
ble timber — grows rapidly at first, as is the way with
many other European trees, but seems likely to prove
quite worthless at least for economic purposes. Of the
European oak (Quercus wrobur) Professor Sargent
writes: “Tens of thousands of these trees have been
planted in this State during the last century, but it is
now almost impossible to find anywhere a healthy
specimen more than thirty years old, while all the
older trees have now almost entirely disappeared from
the neighborhood.”

These few instances are examples of a number more
which might be given of the proved unfitness of Eu-
ropean trees to withstand our climate. With other
species, as has been said, the question still remains an
open one ; and with others, again, the evidence seems
distinctly favorable. The white willow of Europe
( Salix alba) not only flourishes, but has become thor-
oughly naturalized, in New England, and is of greater
economic value than any native species. Though as
much as this cannot be said of any other European
tree, the English elm ( Ulmus campestris) does thor-
oughly well and affords by its very different habit a
desirable contrast to our native elms, while the Nor-
way maple (Aeer platanoides ) and the European larch
( Larix enropea) also promise to thrive. In such cases
the needs of the landscape-gardener justify their con-
tinued cultivation, even though related native species
may be still better fitted to supply us with timber.

As the climate of eastern Asia is much more like our
own than that of Europe, one is not surprised to find
the trees which have been brought thence giving, as a
whole, a better account of themselves. Their chiel
value is for ornament and shade, but from these points

tIn one of a number of letters recently published in the
¢ Philadelphia Press."”
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of view some of them are very precious acquisitions.
The curious gingko-tree, which has a beauty all its own,
is now largely planted in the streets of Washington
and is perfectly hardy as far north as Massachusetts.
The paulownia, so interesting in form, so valuable for
shade, and so splendid in its spring bloom, thrives in
all the cities of the Middle States; and its masses of
purple flowers appearing every now and then in the
wild woods of Maryland show that there at least it has
made itself perfectly at home. Of the ailantus it is
hardly necessary to speak. Despite the disagreeable
odor of its blossoms, it is one of the most valuable of
all trees for city planting— growing very rapidly,
affording a wide expanse of shade, being free from
insects, and keeping the freshness of its foliage unin-
jured through the heats and dusts of summer.

But it is not our present aim to weigh the evidence
for and against this tree or that. What we desire is
simply to show that such evidence has already been
collected in a considerable body ; that it is the duty of
every experienced planter still further to inform the
public; and that it is for the interest of every intend-
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ing planter that he should consider carefully before he
buys his stock. Yet we feel justified in adding to these
general statements a word of strong recommendation
in favor of native as against foreign, or at least as
against European, trees. At the best the latter are un-
certain in almost every case, while the former have an
inborn and a well-proved title to be trusted. The most
suceessful ornamental planting that has ever been done
in America shows its results in the strects of such towns
as Stockbridge, Great Barrington, Salem, and New
Haven, and was the work of men who went to the for-
est and not to the nursery for their infant elms and
maples. Certainly our more recently planted parks
offer small promise of a like maturity of beauty, with
their European oaks and ashes, their Scotch and Aus-
trian pines, in almost as deplorable a state as their Nor-
way spruces. When not ornamental but economic
plantations are in question, past experience tells very
strongly against European trees, while the evidence of
recent experiment with native trees—as in the plan-
tations of indigenous conifers in eastern Massachusetts
—is of the most encouraging kind.

OPEN LETTERS.

Centennial Considerations.
Two Views of the Relation between the State and the
General Government.

I. GOVERNMENT BY THE PEOPLE.

F a small community can govern itself, and do it bet-
ter than others can govern it, a larger community
composed of like individuals can do the same, and so
any still larger community of like individuals, even to
the largest. ;

There is no reason why a government by the peo-
ple, through their representatives, should not wisely
and well govern the inhabitants of a whole continent,
provided the people are sufficiently civilized to enable
those occupying the various parts of it to govern them-
selves.

This will appear more clearly the more accurately
we distinguish what are the proper functions of goy-
ernment, and all that is necessary for it to do.

The only warrant for the existence of government
of any kind is, that it makes possible for the people a
greater degree of happiness than would be possible
without it. In the earlier stages of civilization, war is
the chief business of the government, and success in
war is the chief good, and to it all else is made subser-
vient, When civilization has advanced somewhat, it is
found that in some degree each individual should be
protected from aggression by other individuals, and
then the power of government is, to some extent, ex-
erted for that purpose; and as civilization progresses,
this purpose increases in importance as compared with
the other, and could we imagine wars entirely to cease,
it would be the only necessary function of government.

From our position in relation t6 other nations, and
from our strength as compared with those on this conti-
nent, the danger from aggressions by other nations is
exceedingly small, and the probability of any resort to
arms, unless we are the aggressors, is very remote,
so that the preventing of aggressions by other nations

has come to be with us of comparatively small impor-
tance, Our government should every year become less
military and more industrial ; that is, less occupied
with the duty of preventing foreign aggressions, and
more occupied with preventing the aggressions of
individuals on each other, and promptly and sufficiently
repressing the wrongs done by such aggressions.

This, the paramount duty of government, has been
very imperfectly performed in the past, and thereislittle
reason to hope that it will be better done in the near
future.  Much of this imperfection is due to the low
standard of the average morality of the people. But is
not more of this imperfection the result of our govern-
mental machinery notbeing adapted to the performance
of this duty?  Can it be performed efficiently so long
as the national and State governments coéxist, and
each is expected to perform undefined and undefinable
parts of this duty?

‘When our national government was formed, slavery
existed in most of the States, and presented an insuper-
able objection to any arrangement by which the people
of the whole country could be intrusted with unlimited
power over any part of it. The part of the people
among whom slavery existed, and who intended to re-
tain it, would not, and could not, consent that the part
among whom it did not exist should regulate the re-
lations between master and slave. Where these rela-
tions existed, laws were required which would not have
been tolerated elsewhere, and it was only by the agency
of the State governments thatslavery could becontinued.

For the repression of crime and for dealing with the
criminal class, the single agency of the nation would
be more efficient than the one compounded of the nation
and the several States, each acting separately. There
are as many criminal codes defining crimes and the
mode of dealing with them, and with the criminal class,
as there are States, and to them is added the code of
the nation.

Whatever is properly a criminal act in one locality
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should be so in every place in the nation, and the
criminal laws with the mode of enforcing them which
would be the best possible in any subdivision would
be the best in every subdivision. How to prevent
the ingress of paupers from abroad, and how to deal
with those here, would be problems more easily
solved through the single than through the complex
agency.

There are many matters which in the near future
will need regulation. Among these may be mentioned
the relation of employers and employees; gambling in
stocks, grain, etc. ; the extent to which accumulations
of wealth in the hands of individuals or corporations
shall be permitted ; what restraints shall be imposed
on monopolies of every kind ; whether there should be
a limit, and what one, upon the right to acquire and
hold lands. With these and like questions the State
governments are incompetent to deal, for if one State
legislated effectually as to any such matters, its only
effect would be to drive from its territory those who
regarded themselves as injuriously affected by such
action, and they would seek a State where there had
been no such legislation.

As to matters with which each of the civil codes
of the States deal. Why should there be different land
tenures, why different rules of descent and distribution
of decedents’ estates, different laws as to wills, as to
marriage and divorce, as to parent and child, as to
guardian and ward, as to contracts, as to corporations,
etc., etc. ? Why should there be as many different
modes of administering justice? Why should that be
held to be just in the courts of a State which is held
unjustin the courts of the nation, or in the courts of other
States ? why a right enforced, if claimed against a citi-
zen of the same State as the claimant, and denied as
against a citizen of another State?

If there was but one code of laws and one judiciary,
that of the nation, justice would be the same in every
locality, and the rights and duties of the individual and
all aggregates of individuals would be alike every-
where within the national limits. Is there any reason
why this should not be?

The tendency has been in the direction of the exer-
cise of larger powers by the nation and restrictions
on the power of the States. Exceptas toa few matters,
this has not been the result of changes in writfen con-
stitutions, or conscious action on the part of the people.
The nation, through its courts, from time to time,
has asserted jurisdiction not given by the Constitution,
as understood at and soon after its adoption. As in-
stances may be mentioned the rulings of the Supreme
Court of the United States in 1806, that the courts of
the nation had no jurisdiction of a controversy between
a citizen of one State and a corporation of another
State, if any of the stockholders of the corporation were
not citizens of the last State. This ruling was repeat-
edly followed; but in 1844 the court overruled all these
cases, and asserted the jurisdiction over all such con-

# Without any desire to inject counter-arguments into the arti-
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troversies, without reference to the citizenship of the
stockholders. It is under this later ruling that the
courts have assumed jurisdiction over all matters in
which the railroad, telegraph, and other great corpora-
tions are interested. The same court, in 1823, ruled
that courts of the nation had no jurisdiction over any
navigable waters except where the tide ebbed and
flowed, and repeatedly so decided until 1851, when it
asserted jurisdiction over the great lakes, and in 1857
extended it over all navigable rivers. Now Congress
has but to declare any locality navigable water, and’
legislate in regard to it, and the courts of the nation
hold that Congress has not exceeded its powers.

Congress has assumed a supervision of elections, it
has declared certain promises to pay to be money and
a legal tender, and the courts of the nation affirm its
power. It is unnecessary to multiply instances. As to
no matter has the nation exercised a doubtful or pro-
hibited power, but in a short time such power has been
recognized as belonging to it, and a new reading given
to the Constitution as the proper warrant for it.*

The small powers still exercised by the States over
railroads and telegraph lines will probably soon be
taken from them and absolute control of them be as-
sumed by the nation, and this with the approval of
the people. TFor they feel that it is almost intolerable
that the rights of these great corporations should
change with the passage from State to State; and this
feeling will grow until it finds expression in legislation
by the nation, and its assumption of entire control.

The nation has assumed the power to make regula-
tions for the preservation of the health of the people,
and for the extirpation and prevention of cattle-plagues,
etc., and there is no limit to the powers it will exer-
cise for such purposes whenever it is deemed proper
by the people.

Public education is likely soon to be declared a mat-
ter of national concern, and if the people so wish, the
nation will take charge of it and exclude the States,
This will probably be, in the future, the history of
every matter which equally interests and affects the
whole people.

Why should it not be so? Why should not all law-
making be done by the nation? Why should not all
general laws operate alike everywhere within thenation,
making the rights and duties of each individual, and of
all aggregates of individuals, the same in all places ?

It may be asked, How can the nation deal with the
matters which are of interest only in particular local-
ities? The answer is that, under proper general regu-
lations and restraints, all such matters should be
placed within the control of minor subdivisions. Each
county, each city, or other subdivision, should be given
full power over whatever affects only the people of the
subdivisions. If the State governments should cease
to exist, the only class which would suffer would be
the office-holders. Almost, if not quite, half of the
great army of office-holders could be disbanded, and a

ess by the Constitution, within well defined limits, and those
F:.nu'g have been carefully respected. ({3) The Supreme Court's

cle, an exception may be taken to this very essential ])nrlmn of it.
Four “instances of the of d ful or prohibited pow-
ers " are here assigned, but at least three of them are quite :m:l
evant. (1) Admiralty law, like equity, is “ judge-made law "
the Constll:ulmn merely gives Federal courts * Admirally j uris-
diction,” leaving the judges to work out the jurisdiction for them-
selves. The change of ruling in 1851 was therefore clearly m-
vidad for, and made possible by, the Constitution itself.  (2)
power to pass a general election law is explicitly given to Con—

in favor of the constitutionality of legal- mnd&.r paper
currency has not been received with unani or

applause. At best it is but permissive, and the decision of but
one branch of the government.  When we shall have a Con
which will Zsswe legal-tender paper in time of peace, and a Presi-
dent who will not veto the act, the ** instance ** will be a fair one ;
until then, »# dicimns.— EpiTor.
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like part of the great sum now yearly paid to this army
would be saved to the people.

Is there a single duty performed by the State gov-
ernments, or any of them, which could not be done
as well, or better, by the government of the nation?
If not, why should the State governments continue to
exist? Why not dispense with them, erase the State
lines, make of the whole population one people, gov-
erned by one code of laws, and have in reality a govern-
ment “ of the people, by the people, for the people”?

LAFAYETTE, Ixn. Robert Jones.

1I. THE FEDERAL BALANCE.

ON the deck of a westward-bound Atlantic steamer,
one breezy September day, some years ago, I was
asked by a distinguished gentleman, who had indeed
been an English cabinet minister, to recommend some
book from which he might get a rudimentary knowl-
edge of the system of government in the United States.
% For,” said he, “we don’t understand you. We can-
not see why your vast size does not lessen cohesion
and make you fall apart; nor do we understand why
you will not go to pieces in the dangerous process of
electing a chief magistrate.” Of course T pointed out
to him the fact that the President had neither the
power nor the responsibility of an English prime-
minister, and, in short, that ours was not a parliamen-
tary government. This surprised him, and he replied
with frankness: “Ah! we do not understand you.”

But on thinking over the words of this right honor-
able and very intelligent gentleman, I have to confess
that one of the dangers that he pointed out was a real
one. So longas a hope of party advantage prevents the
legislature of the country [rom agreeing upon some
authoritative board of arbitration in case of a difference
regarding an electoral count between the two Houses
of Congress, the national peace will be threatened when-
ever we have to pass the ordeal of electing a chiefruler.

Against the danger from incohesion I urged the good
fortune of our Federal system — that the central govern-
ment was relieved of severe strain by the localization
of a great part of our legislative work. Massachusetts,
with her Puritan history, regulates all matters pertain-
ing to morals and manners — all matters that have to
dowith the degree and character of civilization — by her
local legislature. Louisiana, with her French antece-
dents, is allowed to respect her traditions and those
sentiments that are the slow growth of generations,
and to evolve a civilization on her own soil, in her own
way. The danger which this English statesman saw
in the vast extent of our country and the heterogeneity
of its people would be a real one, ifit were possible for a
body of Pennsylvania Presbyterians and Massachusetts
Puritans to organize a party to make Sunday laws for
New Orleans. It would be real if reformers could not
pass a law regulating the liquor traffic in Maine with-
out consulting the representatives from Nevada, Ar-
kansas, and the Bourbon district of Kentucky.

This notion of a lack of stability in the American
government from the heterogeneousness of its people
is an old one with Englishmen. In 1759, not to men-
tion any earlier example, there came to this country
the Rev. Andrew Burnaby, afterward Archdeacon of
Leicester, who entered the colonies by way of York
River and journeyed to the northward as far as the
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Piscataqua. When the American opposition to English
schemes for taxing the colonies had raised the whirl-
wind, he published in 1773 his # Travels Through the
Middle Settlements in North America.” In this he
ventures to make some forecasts. IHe does not think
that the colonies can ever be voluntarily associated in
one government, “ for fire and water,” says he, “are
not more heterogeneous than the different colonies
in North America. Nothing can exceed the jealousy
and emulation which they possess in regard to each
other.” * Indeed,” he says in another place, it ap-
pears to me a doubtful point, even supposing all the
colonies of America were to be united under one head,
whether it would be possible to keep in due order and
government so wide and extended an empire.”

The trouble with Burnaby’s forecast is a trouble with
all such predictions. It is impossible to take into ac-
count beforehand all the elements of a complex prob-
lem. Among a good many elements here which he
did not foresee is the Federal system, which is more
the offspring of fortunate accident than of wise
statesmanship. The centrifugal jealousy of the sev-
eral colonies, with their separate histories, local senti-
ments, and particular interests, offered resistance to
the centralizing theories of statesmen ; the result was
not a perfect balance between central and local govern-
ments, but an adjustment that has proved itself to be
most useful and truly conservative. Railroads, news-
papers, telegraphs, and the abolition of slavery have
made us much more homogeneous than we were. But
differences of climate and productions, of inland and
sea-coast location, of mountain and plain, of local his-
tory, derivation, and traditional sentiment, will hap-
pily intervene to prevent our falling into a flat uni-
formity of character. And society will advance more
rapidly and more safely if each State is allowed to work
out its own destiny by the attrition of the forces that
make up its life. Among these forces history and tra-
dition are everywhere of the strongest. To all time
New England will show traces of the town-commu-
nity, independent-church, and common-land systems
of her infancy; Virginia must on the other hand grow
by counties, for there every county has its traditions
of the ancestors who administered justice on the bench
of magistrates in the county court, and who now and
then maintained the old notions of gentlemanliness by
notifying royal governors of their unwillingness to sit
with a man, no matter how high in court favor, who
was of doubtful integrity. Louisiana again will cast
her history into the mold of a territory checkered off
into parishes, as that of Delaware is into hundreds.

I do not discuss the Federal system with any appre-
hension of danger that in any proximate time a serious
attempt will be made to change the skeleton of the
government. Any arguments for or against a radical
change in our system can have only an academic in-
terest. Itishard toabolish organized history by enact-
ment. Political zis énertie is too great. Even among
an idealistic people like the French, so great a change
could be wrought only by the devastations of some
great social upheaval. Our danger is of a different sort.
The Federal system offers a barrier to many respectable
movements for social reform, where reforms seek the
aid of law, and there is always a temptation to take a
short cut by appealing to Congress. There are temper-
ance reformers, for example, who think that if they can
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prohibit the making of spirits bya clause in the Consti-
tution of the United States they will dry up the foun-
tains of evil. There are labor-reformers, anti-monopo-
lists, and anti-divorce reformers who believe that the
- easiest way to achieve their ends is to get sweeping
enactment by Congress. Even socautious a paperasthe
New York # Evening Post ™' has advocated the passage
of auniform marriage law. Reformers are prone to for-
get the impotence of law when it is not reénforced by
public sentiment. Noris it to be expected thata special
reformer, consecrated to one cause the importance of
which is naturally magnified in his own eyes, should
be publicist enough to understand that every load of
this sort put upon the Federal government isa disturb-
ance of adjustment in a system that is strong enough
to hold a great and growing empire only so long as
its balance is maintained. Civilizing work must in the
main be done locally. A short leverage is highly
advantageous in the distribution of funds.

A better illustration of the necessity for cherishing
the independence of local communities can hardly be
found than the evil harvest reaped by all attempts to
govern the city of New York at Albany. City bills are
oil-wells for the local legislator, who knows that con-
stituencies on the lakes will hardly ever inquire why
the streets of the metropolis are voted to corporations,
and its funds wasted on fruitless jobs.

Pennsylvania, in making laws for capital and la-
bor, keeps her eyes on the multitudinous miners and
toilers in car-shops, blast-furnaces, and rolling-mills,
with their trades-unions, sometimes their Molly Ma-
guires. The conditions are very different in South
Carolina, where the planter often hires a negro laborer
ata stipulated price “with board,” which board means
a peck of meal and a definite ration of bacon for each
week, to be cooked and eaten at the pleasure of
the working man, who also is content to add to this
allowance any * luxuries " at his own expense, All
such questions, in so vast a country, ought to be
handled on the ground in the light of local customs ;
any attempt to regulate them from Washington would
produce an unheard-of crop of demagogism and cor-
ruption. How poorly the central government of a re-
public can administer local affairs is shown in the
abuses of the reconstruction peried and in the calami-
ties of the District of Columbia.

The Federal arrangement which came to us by the
good fortune of the diversity of interest and character
of the thirteen colonies, is now in process of application
with deliberate purpose to the British Empire, which
will have its American and its Australian confederation.
One day it will have, perhaps, an East Indian system
of a similar sort. Thehold of Great Britain on her col-
onies has not been weakened but visibly strengthened
by the gift of local autonomy to remote provinces.
The laws for Scotland are virtually made by the Scotch
members before they are finally adopted by the British
Parliament. And the only apparent solution to the
Irish difficulty will be in some similar division of power
between the local and the imperial authority.

The moral for us on this side is that we must keep
the imperial government of the United States for im-
perial purposes, that it may be strong and free to deal
with the collective interests of a vast empire, liable some
day to become yet greater by the force of gravitation
and absorption ; and that we ought to resist the best re-
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form in the world if its ends can only be achieved by re-

ducing the liberty of the States to deal with questions of
manners, morals, minor commerce, and local interests.

Ldward Lgglesion.

Pundita Ramabai Sarasvati.*

Tuis distinguished high-caste Brahmin woman is
the daughter of a Marathi priest who suffered persecu-
tion for educating the women of his family. But, re-
tiring to the seclusion of the Ganga-mil, their studies
were continued amid the sublimities of nature, which
have left their impress on Ramabai’s mind. At the
age of sixteen years Ramabai was left an orphan,and
three years later, fully convinced of the importance of
woman’s education, she traveled under the protection
of her brother across India, urging in all places the
emancipation and education of women. Arrived at
Calcutta, the older pundits paid her homage, and the
title of Sarasvati was conferred upon her. The sim-
plicity of her manners and her earnest, eloquent
arguments won distinction at home and commanded
attention abroad. In her travels Ramabai had mingled
freely with the people, disregardful of caste, not elect-
ing to be the leader of a new sect, but everywhere
seeking truth for truth’s own sake and inspiring others
with the same wholesome ambition. After a short ill-
ness her brother died, and six months later she married
a Bengalese gentleman—a Sanscrit scholar and a
pleader-at-law, the man of her own choice. His death
in less than two years after marriage left her at twenty-
four years of age to face the future as a Hindu widow.
Again she sought the rostrum. Two particular meas-
ures now filled her mind,— the introduction of women
physicians and the preparation of widows for teach-
ers in girls' schools. The plans now taking shape in
India for the establishment of hospitals and the in-
vesture of women physicians are believed to have had
their origin in the faithful labors of Ramabai. The fruit-
age of her efforts for girls’ schools has also appeared.
In the city of Poona, Ramabai formed a society of the
leading Brahmin ladies, called Arya Mahila Somaj,
for the encouragement of the education of women, with
branch societies in the cities she visited. Poona now
has not only primary schools for girls, but also two
high schools; Bombay has two or three high schools,
and Calcutta has the Victoria school, from which wo-
men may enter the university.

To acquaint herself with better methods of advanc-
ing her work, Ramabai went to England. Anotherbook
in native language to speak in her absence was her part-
ing gift to India. In England, whither her fame had
preceded her, Ramabai was warmly received. Professor
Max Miiller and other Oxford professors approved her
scholarship, and she was appointed to the chair of Sans-
critin the Woman's College at Cheltenham. Here she
remained until February, 1886, when her cousin, Dr.
Joshee, also a Hindu Brahmin lady of high caste, took
the degree of doctor of medicine at the Woman’s Medical
College of Pennsylvania, and the Pundita extended her
travels to ¢ this holy land of America.” That a Hindu
woman should leave her country and journey alone
beyond the seas, could not be without a tinge of romance

*See also “ The High-caste Hindu Woman,” by Ramabai,
with an introduction by Dean Rachel L. Bodley, of Woman’s
Medical College, Philadelphia.
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or a spirit of lofty courage and consecration. In thisin-
stance it was the latter, and even the heart of this reso-
lute woman, who had twice crossed the kingdom of
India, would have quailed had she not trusted in him
wholed Abraham forth to find riches, honor, and power.
The conversion of Ramabai to Christianity illustrates
her sincerity of soul and her love of truth. Havingre-
nounced Brahminism and not yet accepted Christianity,
hermarriage ceremony was performed by a civil magis-
trate. Withother progressive Hindus, Ramabai accepted
Theism as an advance on Hinduism, and, without be-
coming identified, was closely associated, with the
Bramo-Somaj. The progressive Hindus accepted
Ramabai’s leadership and hoped through her philos-
ophy “to regenerate society and establish a pure
Theistic religion.” But Theism vanished with a clear
conception of Christianity. Ramabai says of her brother,
“His great thought during his illness was for me,
what would become of me left alone in the world.
To relieve his anxiety, I answered, ¢ There is no one
but God to care for you and me.” ¢ Ah,’ he replied, if
God cares for us, I am afraid of nothing.”” Ramabai’s
soul was gradually unfolding to divine truth, and she
and her daughter Manorama were baptized, after their
arrival in England, into the church universal, and ac-
cepted the Bible and the Apostles’ Creed. Ramabai
believes in the unity of the world and the unity of the
Church.
Emily J. Bryant.

A Ministry of Welcome.

IN Dr. Edward E. Hale’s paper on % Church Union,”
in the June CENTURY, he says : “And if the Christians

BRIC-A-BRAC.

of a dozen different communions choose to unite, to
maintain at Castle Garden a ministry of welcome, such
as the Mormon Church alone does choose to maintain
there,” etc. Will you permit me to say that the Mor-
mon Church is not a/oze in maintaining such “a min-
istry of welcome”’?* More than a score of years ago the
Evangelical Lutheran Church placed a missionary at
Castle Garden to welcome, direct, and assist emigrants
from Germany. This work was subsequently enlarged,
to embrace those coming from Scandinavia. Out of
this there came, in time, two large buildings, opposite
Castle Garden, in which the spiritual and material in-
terests of immigrants are cared for. These institutions
are in correspondence with similar institutions in the
old world, so that emigrants leave the old world with
letters to the “ ministry of welcome ”’ in the new.

G. F. Krotel,
Pastor of the Evan. Luth, Church

New York, June 17, 1887, of the Holy Trinity.

The Lincoln History.

To THE EDITOR OF THE CENTURY.

Sir: If your note on the “ Lincoln History ”* in the
July CENTURY was intended as an apology for the
space given to preliminary facts, let me have the
pleasure of saying that not many of your older readers,
and certainly not exe of your younger readers, could
afford to have one sentence in the chapters thus far
published omitted. Let us have a fitting historical
perspective for such a grand figure as the writers of
that history are painting.

Sincerely, M, D. J.

AmsTERDAM, N. Y.

BRIC-A-BRAC.

Transformation,

IF it be true that Time doth change

Each fiber, nerve, and bone,

That in a seven years' circling range
New out of old hath grown,

Time’s a magician who hath made
A mystery passing stran

No outward symbol is displayed
To hint the subtle change.

Whate’er the magic he hath wrought
Within his seven years’ span,

Your life is yet with beauty fraught
As when the charm began.

The rounded form of other years
Still keeps its crowning grace ;
And June, for April’s earlier tears,

Plants roses on your face.

But your great beauty touches me
Now, in no other way

Than doth the splendor of the sea,
The glory of the day.

I dreamed I loved you in past years,
Ah! that was long ago.

How far the time-blown love-vane veers
This rhyme may serve to show.

The shifting seasons soon enough
Beheld the bright dream fade: -

I learned to know the fragile stuff
Of which some dreams are made.

‘We meet now, with a kid-gloved touch,—
Mere courtesy, each to each ;

That earlier hand-clasp overmuch
Outvies our later speech.

And so, perhaps, it may be true
That, as you pass me by

In careless wise, you are not you,
And I'm no longer 1.

A, C. Gordon.
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Soldier and Citizen.

ENERALJ. D. Cox, in writing of the policy of the
War Department in 1861 of retaining the old or-
ganizations of the regular army instead of assigning its
officers to command volunteer regiments, has recently
said :

““Less than a year afterward we changed our policy,
but it was then too late to induce many of the regular
officers to take regimental positions in the volunteer
troops. I hesitate to declare that this was not, after all,
for the best; for, although the organization of our army
would have been more rapidly perfected, there are other
considerations which have much weight. The army would
not have been the popular thing it was, its close identifi-
cation with the people’s movement would have been weak-
ened, and it perhaps would not so readily have melted
again into the mass of the nation at the close of the war."*

Herein is recorded one of the chief glories of the
Union veteran. Like Grant, he was without any liking
for war. His enlistment was for a definite purpose and
as a solemn duty, its term being in most cases for
# three years or during [not after] the war.” He never
had any doubts as to what he was fighting for, and when
that object was accomplished, so far as it could be ac-
complished by his musket, he came home rejoicing as
from exile and without resentment, and looking upon
himself wot as a soldier whose duty it was lo wvole, but
as @ citizen whose duty it had been fo fight. His theory
was that he came back to be part of a restored civil
government, and not of a perpetual standing army.
Valuing peace thus highly, it is natural that he should
have become the chief of peacemakers. The distribu-
tion of the military element into the employments of
ordinary life was a hardly less wonderful phenomenon
than its composition from the farms, offices, and work-
shops of 1861. In a few months these men became
again an integral part of our civil life, abreast of their
fellows in the pursuits of peace. This recuperation from
the ravages of war and absorption into the life of the
citizen, was naturally even more noticeable in the South,
which has since given not inferior evidences offorbear-
ance and good citizenship.

Since the war the country has owed much to the Union
veterans for services in many capacities —as Pres-
idents, Governors, Senators, Representatives, and in
other stations to which a grateful people has elevated
them. Itwas natural that they should receive honor and
distinction: moreover, so long as there could possibly
be any doubt of the faithful acquiescence of the South in
the results of the war, it was natural that, in a political
point of view, they should receive special consideration
and exercise special influence as aclass. Individually,
such will doubtless be the case for years to come, but
there are distinct evidences that as a factor in the poli-
tics of the future the “soldier vote,” inthe mass,is likely
to play a less important part. Such an event will be
fortunate for their fame and for the country. The tra-
ditions of the veteran will always be held in honor, and
the story of his deeds in the greatest war of modern
times — one of the few moral and necessary conflicts of
arms — will never cease to be a cherished part of our

* Article on * War Preparations in the North,"” in * Battles
and Leaders of the Civil War.”
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literature, But it is as true as the equation of action
and reaction, that the soldier vote must disappear with
the conviction on the part of the veterans that their
cause, the cause of national unity,— which all now
clearly see to have been the cause of human progress,
—isnolongerin danger. Many came to this conclusion
years ago ; the man who does not admit it now must be
deficient either in intelligence or in candor. For what
sentiment of alarm can exist in the presence of the re-
iterated expressions of loyalty and patriotism which
have been heard from all parts of the busy South with-
in the past three years,—a sentiment which even the
burning discussion of the disposal of the battle-flags
has not served to diminish in the least! With some
opportunity of knowing the feelings of Southern sol-
diers on this subject, we believe that they are ex-
pressedin the fullest measure by the speech of Colonel
Aylett of Pickett’s division at the memorable meeting
of Union and Confederate veterans on the battle-field
of Gettysburg last July. * The flags which have been
won,” said he, “ are yours, and what is yours is ours ;
we have made them lustrous with American heroism.
Keep them, return them, destroy them, as you will.”
The cordial feeling on the Union side was not less no-
ticeable. To take a true measure of the importance of
such reunions (and this is but one of scores) the
reader has but to fancy how impossible their counter-
part would be twenty-five years after the battle of
Sedan between survivors of that memorable field. No,
it would be unwise to send back the flags in a body so
long as their voluntary return by the separate com-
mands who took them thus widens the area of inter-
sectional good feeling.

In the face of these multiplied evidences of a Union
restored in sentiment as well as in fact,— and it was
surely for the larger and truer Union that the North-
ern soldier fought,— we hold that the man who at-
tempts to revive or trade upon the dead issues of the
war should be regarded as a public enemy, to be held
in deeper contempt than an ordinary disturber of the
peace as his offense is more far-reaching and his mo-
tives more deliberate. There can now be no motive
for sectional feeling that is not personal, partisan, or
mercenary, and we believe that recent events indicate
that the public is in no mood to tolerate its revival,
whether exhibited in the cant of ambitious party leaders,
in the public bad manners of political boycotters, or
in the adroit and interested flattery of pension agents.
Not the least of the reasons why the veteran should dis-
avow this misuse of his honorable history is that the
ultimate object of all such class movements is to dis-
tract public attention from the evasion by political
parties of their real business and their only reason
for existence,— namely, to take a definite stand on
questions of the day, to the end that the public will may
have through them an unmistakable expression in the
guidance of the government. Any other conception of
party is a farce and a delusion, under which the pur-
poses of the party managers and not those of the vot-
ers become successful. This tergiversation of parties
can measurably be reduced by the completer fusion of
the soldier element, as well as of every other class,



TOPICS OF

with the great body of citizens. The endeavor to play
the veteran as a pawn in the political game is one which
may well excite his indignation, since it degrades that
which should be his highest honor.

It would result in an enormous service to the coun-
try if the men who fought for the preservation of the
Union would ask themselves whether their work is
complete,— whether, unapproachable as is our system
in theory,” it is, as administered, the model which they
would be satisfied to hand down to posterity. Let vet-
erans who are properly sensitive in regard to the em-
blems be sure that also they do not fail to cherish the
substance, of their victory. Many evils menace us —far
too many for us to waste our energies in combating fan-
cied ones. What has been preserved by the war, funda-
mental as it is, is merely the possibility of a continuously
great and happy nation. Constitutions and laws * can
only give us freedom”; it is the use we make of this
freedom that will determine the value of our national
life and its place in history. The Union, therefore, will
have to be saved over and over again, first from one dan-
ger and then from another. Just nowit needs very much
the help of the best thought and energy to save it from
% the mad rush for office ”’ which has wrung despairing
cries from our later Presidents. At this most critical
stage of the Merit System,— the stage of partial suc-
cess,— and when special efforts are making to array the
veteran element against it, one may bespeak for it the
thoughtful consideration of those who gave their best
years that % government of the people, for the people,
and by the people should not perish from the earth.”
We regard the complete reform of the civil service as
the cause of the people, and as the reform before all
others, since itis the reform of the machinery by which
other reforms are to come. So long as the personnel
of the executive and legislative service is in the control
of party workers, the expression of the people’s will is
in the control of partisan conspiracies, backed, as they
always are, by the capital of vested interests. Have
our people not already suffered enough on this score?
Let veterans consider whether they will lend their
influence to the impairment (even, apparently, in their
own favor) of a system which substitutes for the will
of the party henchman an equitable test of fitness for
that part of the civil service which properly has no more
relation to party policy than has the regular army.

Personal Records of the War.

ANY one who has attempted to settle a disputed point
of war history or to construct a map of an engagement
knows how desirable it is to have the fullest consensus
of evidence in order to establish the smallest circum-
stance. The official records are invaluable and in them-
selves compose a large part of the history of the war.
But they are far from justifying the blind faith with
which they are appealed to in some quarters. Who,
from the unassisted reports, would be able to recon-
struct the character, the eidolon, of Grant, or McClel-
lan, or Hooker, or Lee, or Jackson, or Hood ? — and
yet, in war, the personal equation is everything.
Moreover, the official records are often inconsistent
with themselves, because they are not free from hu-
man imperfections and the bias and exaggerations of
the moment ; and they will therefore acquire a larger

* Lord Salisbury is said to have called it recently the most con-
servative government in the world.
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value as time goes on from comparison with the often
more candid and circumstantial diaries and letters of
the time and even with general recollections. In the
preservation of extra-official history much has been
done by the veteran organizations and historical so-
cieties —on the side of the South (where many data
remain to be supplied) by the Missouri and Virginia
Southern Historical Societies, among others; in the
North notably by the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Historical
Society of Rhode Island and by the Boston, Philadel-
phia, Cincinnati, and other Commanderies of the Loyal
Legion. It would be well if these bodies could add the
important function of editing to those of collecting and
publishing historical data. This could often best be
done locally, by comparing the concurrent testimony
of the survivors of each regiment in the neighborhood
in which it was recruited. In this way it may yet be
possible, by the aid of letters from the field, to sift out
errors and to establish a body of historical evidence
concerning the regiment which will have authority in
the verdict of the future. The regimental record is,
after all, the unit of army history. Happily regimental
and State pride have produced a considerable body of
this writing. But no veteran should consider himself
released [rom the service until he has made the most
accurate record possible of what he saw and knew.
The large number of such manuseript narratives which
we have received in the past three years, and which
lack of space and the topical plan of our series have
made unavailable, have included many of importance
as cumulative or direct evidence. This material, care-
fully edited, and prefaced by a schedule of the subject-
matter, may well be deposited with the archives of
some historical society where in years to come it will
be accessible to those students who will take the trou-
ble to examine and weigh it. We have already presented
to our readers many important narratives of the mili-
tary events of the great struggle, written by privates
and officers on both sides. We are now about to take
a broader look at the War for the Union from another
point of view,— through the kindly eyes of him who
wisely directed its policy, and whose principles tri-
umphed to a fuller nationality. From the story of the
man in the ranks to that of Abraham TLincoln let no
true record of the contest perish and no lesson of it
be lost to the new, united nation.

The Last Hope of the Mormon.

THERE comes a time, in pitched battle, when one of
the two opposing lines begins to show those signs
which, to a military eye, indicate failing energy and a
readiness to give up the struggle. The charges which
have hitherto been rapid, successive, and resolute are
succeeded by an inexplicable pause and a wavering of
the whole line; or the crowning charge, on which the
eyes and hopes of the whole line have been fixed, be-
comes slower and slower in its advance until it halts
irresolute ; or the last reserves are hurried into action,
without increasing the energy of the defense. Itis at
such an instant that Waterloos and Gettysburgs are
lost and won ; and the indications are that such an in-
stant has come at last to the Mormen hierarchy.

No warfare has been more intolerable to the Amer-
ican people than that which its Government has been
compelled to wage for years past on the so-called re-
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ligious system known as Mormonism. For the warfare
has never been directed against any tenel which could
in fairness be called religious. The Mormon has as
much constitutional right as any other American citi-
zen to found his faith on Mormon, Moroni, Lehi, and
the rest of the tribe, to look with reverence to the hill
of Cumora, and to govern his practice by the revela-
tions of any leader who pleases him. The American
Government has never attempted or desired to inter-
fere with this right. But, when the practice inculcated
by the revelations is criminal by the laws of the land,
equal-handed justice to the non-Mormon citizen de-
mands that the Mormon be compelled to obey the
laws, as others are compelled to obey them, or to find
another land which will allow him superior privileges.
Such a government is responsible to God, to history,
to international public opinion, and to the opinion of
those who make the laws, but not to the Mormon, any
more than to any other law-breaker. The influences
which admittedly control the Government’s action may
produce a modification or repeal of the law; but, so
long as the law exists, the Mormon must obey the law
of the land in which he condescends to live.

It has thus been necessary, not for religious but for
political reasons, that the Government should wage ac-
tive warfare upon action which Mormons have claimed
to be an article of faith and practice. And as the mass
of the Mormons reside in a Territory, which is under
supreme control of the Congress of the United States,
the penal laws have been stringent and severe. It has
been possible, and in the judgment of Congress nec-
essary, to disfranchise the whole body of Mormons,
as well as to punish any detected case of bigamy or
polygamy. Such a course, involving the refusal of self-
government to so large a community, and the reten-
tion of Utah as a Territory instead of a State, for an
indefinite time to come, is abhorrent to every political
instinct of the American people; and many of them
have been inclined to doubt the wisdom of the whole
policy. To such, it must be reassuring to note the
symptoms of yielding which mark the attempt to put
Utah before the coming Congress as an applicant for
admission as a State.

On the first day of July last, a constitutional con-
vention met at Salt Lake City. The official represen-
tatives of the two national political parties in the
Territory unite in declaring that the convention repre-
sented only the Mormon Church, and their assertion
has never been denied. The presiding officer of the con-
vention admitted, with general agreement, that * pre-
vious obstacles to the admission of Utah must be faced
frankly ”; and this is the “frank’ manner in which
the Mormon Church proposes to face them. Provision
for the punishment of bigamy and polygamy, even
without State legislation, is made a part of the State
constitution, and the repeal of this provision is for-
ever forbidden, without the present assent of Con-
gress, This, in brief, is the Mormon solution of all
the difficulties which lie in the way of the admission
of Utah as a State.

The solution is not altogether novel, nor was the
success of it in its most prominent application such as to
give very hopeful anticipations for the present proposi-
tion. After it had been decided, by the Compromise
of 1820, that Missouri should be admitted as a State,
an examination of her proposed constitution showed
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that she refused to free negroes the rights given to
them in other States. All the excitement which the
Compromise had allayed was renewed; and it was
with the greatest difficulty that another Compromise
was adopted, admitting Missouri, on the fundamental
condition that the inchoate Stateshould pass just sucha
‘ public and irrevocable Act "’ as Utah proposes, agree-
ing never to construe or to execute these provisions
of the State constitution so as to bar free negroes from
the right of entrance to the State. In June, 1821, the
legislature assembled and passed the Act required,
with a preamble long afterward stated by Senator
Douglas as follows :

‘ Whereas, Congress has prescribed these terms asthe
only condition on which the State of Missouri can be ad-
mitted to the Union on an equal footing with the original
States; and Whereas, the said terms are in palpable
violation of the Constitution of the United States, and
grossly insulting to the people of this State, and such as
Congress had no right to pass and as the people of this
State ought not to accede to; and Wihereas, the people
of Missouri do not intend to respect or be bound by the
said conditions, or to acknowledge the right of Congress
to impose them ; but inasmuch as we cannot obtain our
constitutional rights in any other mode than by giving
our assent to the same, with the protest that we shall
not respect them: Therefore, be it known that we, the
people of Missouri, do declare by this fundamental and
irrevocable Act,” ete., ete.

The State was declared admitted, by President
Monroe’s proclamation of August 1oth, 1821, but, re-
marks Douglas, the President took good care not to
publish the terms of the # public and irrevocable Act’
of Missouri.

If the establishment of bigamy or polygamy, asa
legal relation, depended upon the positive action of a
State legislature, one might see some force in the pro-
posed “ public and irrevocable Act” of Utah; but,
even then, the preamble of the Missouri Act should be
added to it in order to reach its full significance. But,
in the Utah case, no positive action is needed ; the
State authorities need only take a negative position,
and do nothing, in order to give the Mormon Church
all that it wants; and no State constitution can bind
State authorities to do anything which the mass of their
constituency support them in refusing to do. It is evi-
dent, then, that the plan of a fundamental condition,
worthless as it has proved in practice, would bea mere
farce in the case of Utah.

But what more can Utah do ? This proposition is not
only the last hope of the Mormon; it is our last hope
of getting anything from him, for he can do no more
at present. It is true that he may repent and do works
meet for repentance ; but are we to keep this miniature
Ireland on our hands until we are satisfied of his re-
pentance ? How many years can we afford to wait?
And after all, when we become satisfied as to his re-
pentance and admit Utah as a State, what are we to
do if we find that his repentance was feigned, and
he is still really unregenerate! He will then in his
legislature have complete control of the subjects of
marriage and divorce, and of all offenses connected
therewith.

The fact is that every new development only adds
force to the beliefl that the only solution of the question
is in making bigamy and polygamy Federal, not State,
offenses. When this subject of marriage is transferred
to Congress, then, and not until then, will it be safe to
admit Utah as a State. Until then, the Federal Gov-
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ernment cannot solve the problem, and must keep
Utah under tutelage as a Territory; until then, the
Mormon himself can give us no assurances which a
man of ordinary prudence would be justified in ac-
cepting. From the latter point of view, this proposi-
tion of the Mormon Convention, encouraging as it is
in its indications of weakness, is even more important
inits warnings of the future. The crisis of our battle
has come, and it finds both parties stalemated; the
successful line cannot win the battle, and it is just as
impossible for the conquered to lose it. We have now
come to the end of discussion, under present condi-
tions, *
The Jury System.

SCARCELY any other wheel of our political system is
in such constant motion as the jury system. From
the little country court-room, where a petty jury sits
to decide a matter of debt or ownership of property,
to the crowded city building, where a jury sits to de-
cide on the facls in the prosecution of a great criminal
for murder or fraud, or on the existence of a great cor-
poration, juries, in all degrees of importance, are at
work on every calendar day of the year. Remove this
one wheel suddenly from our system, and every other
wheel would run whirring toa stand-still. Even though
an entire removal of it be impossible, any influence or
set of influences, which tend to sap the power of the
jury system, is evidently at work on all the rest of the
system, and may bring with it results which are quite
impossible to measure.

The English jury has gone through many and fun-
damental changes fromits original form until the pres-
ent day. Originating in the Teutonic notion that all
disputes between man and man were to be decided by
the popular meeting, before which each disputant
brought his “suit,” his following of friends and sup-
porters, the deciding body, was gradually reduced to a
definite number, selected from the citizens who made
up the popular body. But this jury” was carefully
taken from the ¢ vicinage,” from the immediate neigh-
borhood of the seat of the dispute, and was composed
of men who were presumed to have complete knowl-
edge of the circumstances, and to decide the dispute
from antecedent knowledge. When this condition had
become an evident failure, outside persons, the modern
““ witnesses,” were added, with the power of imparting
their knowledge to the jury, but not of taking any part
in the ultimate decision. As this new feature became
more firmly established the antecedent knowledge of
the jury became antagonistic to the general system,
and the law was slowly settled that the juror who had
antecedent knowledge could only use it as a witness.
This was diametrically opposite to the original notion,
though the forms and purpose of the jury were gener-
ally preserved, But, from that time, whatever the law
may say, the fact of antecedent knowledge has been an
objection to a juror: he who knows anything of the
facts of a case in advance may be a good juror, but the
prejudice is against him, Counsel for one side or the
other, or for both sides, regard his appearance as an
intrusion if not a gross injustice; and the court is
sometimes driven to bring in its whole force in order
lo secureas a juror a man who has knowledge and an

*See Topics of the Time,

Tue CENTURY for September and
October, 1886.
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intelligent opinion, but can nevertheless give a verdict
on the weight of evidence.

How is this feeling to be reconciled with fhe existence
and characteristics of the modern newspaper? The
reconciliation might be possible if a criminal could be
caught, the legal machinery set in motion, and a jury
empaneled, within twenty minutes after a crime had
been committed. But, in the natural course of events,
the newspaper is weeks, months, even years ahead of
the law. It spreads before all the world the facts, col-
ored and uncolored, which are to be in dispute in the
coming trial. The citizen who desires to be exempted
from the troublesome jury service has only to read the
newspapers with assiduity, to form an opinion and to
express itin good set terms when summoned as a juror,
and his object accomplishes itsell. Thus the system,
instead of a school of instruction, has become a cor-
rupter of citizenship. It might be made a means of
teaching the citizen a lesson which would be of the high-
est service to the State in all his relations to it and to
his fellow-citizens,— the lesson that an intelligent and
reasonable man may and should hear statements of
fact, and still be able to hold his final judgment so far
in abeyance as to take into the balance any new evidence
which may be offered. This is to be not only a good
juror, but a good citizen, a good politician, and a good
member of society in all its relations, The man who,
when examined as a juror, states with regret that he
has read the newspaper accounts of the case, and has
formed an opinion which is too strong to be overcome
by evidence, ought to receive a public rebuke from the
court, and be sent from the court-room to read, in his
newspapers of the following day, the record of this
rebuke. If exemption on this ground must come, let
it come in this shape, and it will be the less longed
for,

But the more serious danger is in the administration
of our cities. It has come to pass that more than a
fourth of the American people dwell in cities; and the
percentage is increasing. Inefficient, slovenly, or fran-
dulent methods in the preparation of the lists of citizens
from which jurors are to be chosen come in with bad
city administration, and they constitute an influence
which, acting directly on the jury system, acts indirectly
on the whole political and social system of the United
States. Even a tolerably good administration in other
respects could never keep pace with the increasing
dangers which city life tends to array against the jury
system. The conditions are no longer the same as
those' under which the jury was born and bred: the
locality is no longer one in which everybody knows
his neighbor, and can tell whether the person sum-
moned as a juror is lying or speaking the truth; the
nearest neighbors in a city may know nothing of one
another, and the statement of opinion on the exami-
nation of possible jurors has been very much released
from the control of public or social opinion. Under
these circumstances, that part of city adminisiration
which deals with the enrollment of citizens liable to
jury duty can no longer be simply tolerable : it must be
the best, the most intelligent, and the cleanest feature
of the city government. How far this department of
American city governments answers these requisites
may be learned from any city lawyer in active practice.

Lawyers, however, do not like fo say anything on
the subject. The lawyer who has lost a case by reason
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of a jury’s incompetence or faithlessness, would not
wish to bear the additional odium of seeming to throw
the responsibility upon the jury: it is better to say
nothing. It is not safe, moreover, for one man in act-
ive practice to get the ill-will of a debased system, and
he will prefer to take his chances another time. The
judges alone are in a position to do the state this ser-
vice. When they speak, the public listens; the news-
papers direct publicopinion to the exact point of the evil ;
and the whole system feels the influence. It is hardly
possible to overestimate the weight with which the
sharp words of a competent and respected judge come
to the public intelligence and conscience, or the ser-
vice which he thus does for the whole political system.

If these conclusions are correct, the judiciary is the
key to the whole difficulty. The judge can hold the
citizen to his duty as a juryman, can hold the city au-
thority to its duty as an enrolling power, and can di-
rect public opinion in the punishment of any dereliction
on either side. The dangers which surround the jury
system in this country, then, are another lesson to im-
press us with the necessity of obtaining good judges.
“Whether they be appointed or elected, the citizen who
feels that their character is no concern of his, that he
never expects to go to law and has no interest in the
selection of judges, and that he may allow the political
prostitution of the judiciary to pass without a protest,
may as well understand that he is aiding to corrupt
the very springs of our social and political system. For
the influence of the judges on the selection of juries is
vital to more than this one feature of our governments;
the distinct failure of our jury system would indicate
a political degeneracy of which no man could see the
end.

Shall Immigration be Restricted?

HARDLY any other change of feeling and expression
in the American people is more significant of the en-
trance of a new political era than the rising and already
very general demand for some restriction of immigra-
tion. From the beginning of English colonization in
North America until now, the feeling has been dia-
metrically opposite ; the material gains from immigra-
tion have been paraded in books and speeches; the
more sentimental influence of the country's almost
unique position, as the natural refuge of the down-
trodden and the oppressed of every clime, has come in
to reénforce the material arguments ; and the occasional
outbursts of Know-nothingism have served mainly
as a background, to set off and bring more plainly into
view the general and fixed popular aversion to any re-
striction upon the right of immigration.

In this feeling, also, the future historian will proba-
bly find an explanation of a large part of the process
which led up to our civil war. Tmmigration affected the
North and West almost exclusively. There were Macs
and O’s, Vons and Des, both North and South,and in
both armies; but there was this great difference: in
the North and West they were the product of a com-
paratively recent immigration, while in the South they
were the really native product of two centuries of a far
slower immigration. Even in 1880, excluding Florida
and Texas, the South had a foreign population of only
about two per cent., and that, too, after slavery had
ceased for fifteen years to oppose its silent but almost
impregnable barrier to immigration. Between 1847
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and 1861, the North and West had received an influx
of foreign-born population amounting to nearly half the
aggregate population of the seceding States, Whatever
feeling this new Northern and Western population
had was for “ America ™ it had neither comprehension
of nor sympathy with the intense loyalty to a State be-
gotten by decades of common trials and the traditional
reverence for the State’s supreme power ; and the in-
fluence of this new element could not but affect popu-
lar opinion and the action of public men at almost every
critical point in the history of those pregnant years.
The Carolinian of 1780 and 1860 were very much the
same; the New Vorker of 1860 and 1780 were very
different beings. The North and West were constantly
changing and developing, while the South was stand-
ing still; and the result could hardly have been any-
thing but a rupture in the end, even though it had
not been forced in 1860-61.

But now it is from the North and West that this cry
for restriction of immigration is coming ; the South is
neutral or indifferent, for it has little interest in the
matter. Sectarian differences have little to do with this
new phase of the demand. The very immigrants of
1847-61 are now the leaders in urging that the bars be
put up, at least for a time; and the restrictions on
Chinese immigration stand as a precedent and a tempt-
ing suggestion. The Protectionist, who has taken the
“ protection of American labor” as a conclusive argu-
ment, begins to think that * a tariff on Castle Garden”
is a necessary corollary to the argument. His natuial
opponents, more intent on securing individual free-
dom than protection for the workman, see with dis-
gust that the individual workman is subjected to a
tyranny of selfish imported stupidity. The sober,
work-a-day citizen, compelled to stop his work and lis-
ten to the ravings of an imported mob, whose natural
platform is Drink, Dirt, and Disorder, begins to won-
der whether he has really been given the providential
mission of bearing with this scum. And the tax-payer
begins to feel some concern when he finds his country
regarded as a preordained poorhouse by every local
board of magistrates from Ireland to Hungary. Prot-
estants of every sect hurried forward to resist the tide
of Native Americanism when sectarian passion was its
moving force. But where are we to look fora voice which
will be raised against the coming attempts to restrict
immigration, impelled by the notorious happenings
of the past two or three years ? The system of unre-
stricted immigration, which was so lately the standing
refuge of every Fourth of July orator of the North and
West, waits only for the first shock of attack, and there
will be few to do it reverence as it falls.

The restriction, when it comes, can hardly take any
other shape than the requirement of a consular cer-
tificate as a prerequisite for passage to the United
States, leaving the consuls to the guidance of instrue-
tions from the State Department in the performance
of their duties. To the returning tourist or business
man, to him whose record of previous American citi-
zenship is clear, or to the dona fide farmer or working-
man, whose immigration is as clear a gain to the re-
public as ever, the consular certificate would be almost
a matter of form. To him who cannot read the consu-
lar certificate, or sign his name to the affidavit on
which it is granted ; to him who is merely leaving his
own country for his country’s good ; to him who comes
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not as an intending American citizen, butas areénforce-
ment to a hierarchy which the United States Govern-
ment has proclaimed to be its enemy; to him who is
the known and irreconcilable enemy of society itself,—
to all such, the law may easily be so framed as to make
the necessity of a consular certificate, under the in-
structions given to consuls, a very serious impediment
to immigration. It would be impossible, no doubt,
for such a filter to catch all the objectionable elements
which might assail it ; but the result would be at least
somewhat clearer water than we have been receiving
from the old continent for years past.

The desire for such a purification of immigration is
no mere product of a sentimental admiration of clean-
liness. Our “dangerous classes *’ have been increased,
of late years, by the addition of a still more dangerous
class, one which is amenable to none of the influences
by which society has hitherto dealt with the others.
Its numbers are no larger than those of our bears or
panthers or other wild beasts. But it has human in-
telligence, superimposed upon the instincts of the wild
beast; its members have the power and will to work
destruction to which the mere brute is incompetent;
and yet their human lineaments prevent society from
dealing with them in their proper capacity until after
they have wrought their evil work. They are in,
though not of, the country; and their presence has
only added to the responsibility of those men to whom
the preservation of the public peace is intrusted. But
why should their base of operations be left unattacked ?
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Why should they be left to draw reénforcements from
abroad ad /Zibitum ? Such a restriction on immigration
as has been suggested would cut off at least a percen-
tage of their reénforcements; and every chief of police
in the United States would feel that, difficult as his
task in dealing with this class might still be, it would
no longer be an absolutely hopeless one: daylight
might be indefinitely in advance, but it would be day-
light at least.

The hardships of the proposition lie mainly in the
visions, which the imagination unconsciously conjures
up, of United States marshals lining the shores of the
great republic, ready to treat as criminal the desire
of any immigrant to enter her jurisdiction. But the
reality would be far from correspondent with any such
spectacle. There would be a few cases of stowaways,
whom the steamships or sailing-vessels which brought
them would be compelled to carry back at their own
expense; and then the mere fact of the known restric-
tion would obtain all the good that can ever be hoped
from it. Nor is there any constitutional objection to
the power of Congress to enact such a restriction,
The section of the Constitution, forbidding Congress
tointerfere with the * migration or importation of such
persons as any of the States now existing shall think
proper to admit’’ until the year 1808, carries with it
a complete power to interfere in later years. The im-
portation of negro slaves, of Chinese, and of contract
labor has already been forbidden; are there not other
classes of immigration which yearn for restriction ?
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Christian Union and Baptism.

N the July number of THE CENTURY, an “ Open
Letter” writer says:  Christian Union, both es-
sential and organic, is greatly retarded because many
Christians refuse to accept the plain teaching of God's
word, and the conclusions of the highest scholarship
regarding the subjects and act of baptism. Baptists
hold that Christ alone can make laws for his church ;
and that the Bible is the only rule of faith and practice.
They believe that this word teaches with unmistak-
able clearness that believers are the only subjects of
baptism ; and that baptism is the immersion of be-
lievers,” ete.

Now, all the world knows that, in these matters,
other Christians hold, and Presbyterians, among oth-
ers, plainly declare, just what this Baptist represents
as the great faith of his denomination,—namely,
% That Christ alone can make laws for his church;
and that the Bible is the only rule of faith and
practice.” Therefore, if they differ from Baptists,
why? This writer says: They “refuse to accept
the plain teaching of God’s word,” etc. To “refuse
to accept the plain teaching of God's word,” they
must know that teaching. And if, as this writer
charges, they believe that God’s word does not teach
what they practice, as to the mode and subjects of bap-
tism, then they are all hypocrites, acting in opposition
to “ conviction and conscience.” To brand them all
the more deeply and darkly, as living in the impeni-

tent practice of known sin, he says of God’s word :
“ More explicit are its utterances on these subjects
than regarding the divinity of Christ, or any article
in the orthodox creeds.” That is, as he means:
 Belizver's baptism ™ and immersion — fo the exclusion
of all other modes and suljects — arve more explicitly
taught in God’s word, than is the divinily of Christ,
ar any other doctrine ! Is this true or not? All other
Evangelical denominations accept the divinity of
Christ as a teaching of God’s word, and hold that it
is heresy not to acceptit. So clear is the teaching of
the Bible on this subject. Now, as this writer
says, the baptism of believers only, and immersion as
the mode, are wmore explicitly taught in God’s word,
than this essential doctrine of the common acceptance
and faith, we do utterly and emphatically deny the state-
ment. . We affirm that there is not one werse in the
Bible proving immersion as the only mode of baptism
or the only baptism, and not one verse in the Bible
proving that only believers are to be baptized, and not
one verse in the Bible proving beyond doubt or con-
troversy — that is, in express words — that any one was
ever immersed in being baptized.

But this writer claims that “all men, always and in
all places, accept immersion as baptism ; not to accept
it, is not to accept baptism.”

And we ask: Why is it secopmized as baptism?
(We do not say it is accepied,—for that would not be
true.) Simply because, thereby we wish to recognize
Baptists as an Fvangelical denomination, and be-
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cause we wish to respect every brother’s conscience in
all things doubiful, or not essential, This, God’s word
commands.

Good and wise men differ as to the Bible-teachings
touching the mode and subjects of baptism. Since these
differences are not about *“things essential,” ought we
not to show Christian charity ? If it be said that we
are disobedient to a plain command of Christ’s own
giving, we must deny it. We believe that baptism
is commanded ; and we belicve we obey the command in
our mode and subjects. We believe this more firmly
than we believe that the ¢ Baptists ” are right! And,
certainly, in the Presbyterian Church (South, at least,
if not North also) we do not accept nor practice
immersion, Some cases of immersion there were, for-
merly; but, because of our great doubt as to the Serip-
turalness of this mode, it is now disapproved among
us, in practice. Notwithstanding all that this Baptist
writer says, we do not “agree on immersion as bap-
tism”’ for ourselves; and we cannot be immersed
“without doing violence either to conviction or con-
science. "’

As to the “highest scholarship,” etc., we have
good reason to know and say that when writers and
others are fairly and jfully represented or quoted,
their “ Concessions ”’ to Baptists are worthless, and
in many cases merely imaginary. But were it other-
wise, we cannot depart from our law, “that Christ
alone can make laws for his church; and that the
Bible is the only rule of faith and practice.”” The bap-
tism given in the example of Christ is found in Acts
ii. 12 is the only case in the Bible where mode cannot
be argued at all. It came from above, was * poured”’
(v- 18) upon the heads of these receiving it. Not
one case of immersion is mentioned in all the Book !
This is not the place to argue the meaning of
the original word, as used before Christ adopted
it. Suffice it to say that neither classic Greek, nor
any other, justiies immersion as the one mode;
and #he Bible does not justify it at all, in our
wiew [

We must not conclude without remarking upon the
very strange assertion that  the so-called ¢ Teaching of
the Apostles’ does not call anything baptism but im-
mersion ”’ ; that it gives directions for baptism, and
then, when the conditions for baptism are wanting, . . .
it gives permission for something else, not called bap-
tism.” In the directions about baptism in that docu-
ment, immersion is not once wmentioned, nor even hinted
at! Twokinds of water are mentioned ;  Living,” that
is, fresh, or running water, is preferred. “ But if thou
hast not both (kinds), pour water (the kind thou hast)
upon the head,” ete. And this is called baptisin, after-
wards! ““mpode too Bunnioputos” No one can read
that document, then say truly, “ Baptists alone live up
fo:afd

His further claim that “all are agreed on immersion
as baptism . . . All can be baptized (immersed) with-
out doing violence either to conviction or conscience,”
we object to, most emphatically. We have explained
why we recognize immersion. But for ourselves we
cannot conscientiously accept it, nor administer it to
others.

Herbert I, Hawes,

Pastor of the Second Presbyterian
Church, Staunton, Va.

.-'/_
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Christian Union and Pending Public Questions.

THE discussion which has been maintained of late,
in THE CENTURY and elsewhere, on the subject of
Christian Union, has thus far established at least these
three propositions :

First. That there is a strong and a growing desire
for such union —a desire discovering itself among
some of the leading ministers of several distinct de-
nominations.

Second. That the Christian union so desired is not
only nearer and more harmonious relations between
different and still separate churches, but, certainly by
some, an e¢ffective organic unity ; not the general ab-
sorption of all others by any one, but reunion based
on reconciliation of differences or on the discovery of
mutually satisfactory terms upon which those distine-
tive differences can be codrdinated.

But, 7%ivd, that in none of the churches is there
felt, as yet, any great motive power pressing them on
with sufficient force to overcome either the general in-
ertia or the many and serious practical difficulties and
obstacles which arrest actual progress in that direction.

In other words, while many Christian thinkers
greatly desive, the churches clearly do not, as yet,
feel the mecessity of Christian unity.

Meanwhile, however, it is evident that a question is
beginning to present itself, as perhaps worthy of seri-
ous consideration, which is nearly allied to this, and
which must practically involve this very issue of Chris-
tian unity.

From no principle of English social and political life
did the revolution separate our fathers more effectively
and more thoroughly than from that which recognized
an established religion of the State. That the new na-
tion should have, as such, no religion, was assumed to
be one of the corner-stone principles on which rested
the guaranty of our liberties. So far has this assump-
tion been carried, so widely and continuously has it
entered, ever since, into all our writing, speaking, and
thinking upon matters of public interest, that it has
come to be accepted as a virtual axiom of American
social and political philosophy, that religion is con-
cerned only with a personal and private life of the in-
dividual ; and that it has no natural, much less neces-
sary, relation with social problems and political issues.

This experiment of relegating Christianity to the
individual and to private life,— the attempt to conduct
business, to develop social interests, to work out an
American economic science, and, above all, to admin-
ister the affairs of the nation without reference to
Christian laws or to Christian principles,—on the
ground, that is, that these laws and principles do not
apply to the affairs of this life, has, in consequence
been tried thoroughly; and there are not a few who
are now beginning to look around them, to consider
the utter disorganization of our accepted economic
system; to analyze and search for the causes of the
labor troubles and of the inchoate anarchy of the last
few years, of the confessed moral failure of our boasted
public-school system, and of the corruption of our
politics,— and to ask how far these are the outcome
of that experiment.

Without attempting to anticipate the results of such
inquiries, it may, at least, be said that they open up be-
fore us some of the most serious questions ever pro-
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posed to American thinkers and students. They re-
mind us of the plain, direct language of Isaiah : * The
nation and kingdom which will not serve thee shall
perish,” and they constrain us to consider whether
those words be not deserving of a larger and a more
modern application than we have been wont to give
them.

But this inquiry also brings us face to face with an-
other grave question. If we should be led, eventually,
to admit that Christianity is a necessary factor in the
settlement of our labor troubles, in the solution of the
most perplexing problems which now present them-
selves in sociology and even in public politics, how
is it possible to bring this factor into effective action,
so long as Christianity presents itself to the public em-
bodied only in a number of wholly distinct and at least
supposedly antagonistic sects and churches ? Even were
the community to be persuaded of the necessity of tak-
ing counsel, in its extremity, of the church of Christ,—
who shall or who can decide for the community, from
which one of all these several Christian bodies, each
claiming to be at least the nearest approximation to the
ideal of that church and most faithfully to teach Chris-
tian doctrine ? — society is to ask and receiveinstruction
in the oracles of God. Even were the business com-
munity ready to accept a new Christian social economy
or the nation to conform its public policy to Christian
principles, is not Christian reunion a condition pre-
cedent of the power of the Church to give such guid-
ance or to teach such principles ?

National Christianity, where it still exists, has come
down from a period which antedates these divisions
among Christians. In a pure monarchy, so long as the
ruling family —in an aristocracy, so long as the ruling
class, continues to be identified with one organic form
of Christianity, so long can that national Christianity
be maintained, even after Christian unity, among the
people, had been broken up. But, in proportion, as

. the actual power of government passes into the hands
of those who are themselves divided on organic relig-
ious issues, in that proportion must such divisions
prove fatal to anything like a national Christianity.
The exclusion of Christianity from all but purely per-
sonal and private interests is, therefore, the inevitable
corollary of Christian divisions in a democracy.

Conversely, then, among us, must the restoration of
such a lost Christian unity precede all hope of any-
thing like a real social or economic or national recog-
nition of Christianity; and any one who honestly
believes that a non-Christian social economy and a
non-Christian political philosophy have been failures;
every one who is convinced that the great issues which
have been raised by the conflicting interests of labor
and capital can only be adjusted stably on Christian
principles; every one who is now ready to confess
that a public-school system, in accordance with which
the intellect only is educated, while the conscience is
left undisciplined, is worse than a failure; every one
who believes that the attempt to ignore the laws of
Christ in national politics is fatal to all national pros-
perity and stability ; —all these must, of necessity,
therefore, whatever their personal or private relig-
ious convictions or character, sooner or later seek
the restoration of some effective Christian unity.

That the social disturbances of these times and the
present state of party politics have brought many to
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consider these questions as never before, is not to be
denied. That they will awaken and stimulate discus-
sion, in the drawing-room and at the table, in the re-
ligious press, the magazine and the review, on the
platform and in the pulpit, is equally beyond a doubt.
In the presence of such considerations and questions
the wide distinction, heretofore so generally accepted
and so steadily maintained on both sides,— between
the domain of public interests and duties and that of
private and personal Christianity,— fades away and ut-
terly disappears. The Christian finds himself called
upon to consider his relations, as such, to every social
question and to every political issue of his times. The
economist, the publicist, and the statesman find them-
selves equally called upon to ask what Christianity
has to say upon the question in hand, and what modi-
fications are introduced into the problems of the hour,
by that which, at all events potentially, if not in actu-
ality, is the overruling factor — the law of Christ.

Wm. Chauncy Langdon.

51, James' Rectory, BeEprorp, Pa.

Secret Societies in College.

THE time has arrived again when the classes are
gathering in our various institutions of learning over
the land, and many young men are just beginning the
new and strange life embraced within those eventful
four years which mold and in a great measure fix their
after career among scholars and professional associates
in the real world outside.

I should like to say a few words about one matter
concerning the societies which have place, rightly or
wrongly, in most colleges. The process of what used
to be called “ electioneering” commences almost at
once when the freshmen come on. The secret and the
anti-secret associations alike select their members;
and so most of the new students are compelled to take
sides on a question which grows more and more in-
tricate as they advance in years, and are able to mark
the workings of an experience thoroughly unique and
prodigiously influential, upon themselves and upon
others. The least that can be said at the beginning,
and the least that can be urged to the end, is that men
should be conscientious at the beginning and consist-
ent to the end of their course.

Let me tell an old true story: When I was in col-
lege, it was an admitted custom for the secret-society
students to attend at pleasure the regular meetings of
the anti-secret association, then called there the Social
Fraternity. On one occasion the news went around
that the delegates of a number of affiliated institutions
had assembled in some central city during the vaca-
tion, and formed a guasi national consociation, embrac-
ing all the local ones, which hereafter were to be under-
stood to have become auxiliaries. Curiosity was at its
height, and the assembly convened to accept the re-
port was visited by a large number of outsiders also,
and the small chapel was nearly full. Even the “neu-
trals” doffed their dignity in order to witness the
novelty.

The committee proceeded to read their preamble
and constitution for a formal adoption. It was in the
regular form. It began by saying that the name of the
new organization should be the # Anti-Secret Society
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of the United States.”” It then rehearsed the purposes,
the aims, and the hopes of the members in thus band-
ing themselves together. The officers were fixed, their
duties prescribed, and all that. By and by an article
was reached which specified and described, somewhat
particularly, the way in which it should be known. Of
course [ am not going even to try to quote anything
more than the substance of the language. It was like
this: “ The badge of this Society shall, consist of a
bosom-pin about six-tenths of an inch in diameter, cir-
cular, a black disk of jet surrounded by a wreath of
gold, bearing in the center the initials of the Society’s
name in raised letters of gold in the enamel.”

Thereuponthere wasan instant explosion of Jaughter
from one of the visitors — the unfortunate writer of this
article. Fe meant no derision, and indeed was as in-
nocent in his indiscretion as he was mortified by such
a disclosure of it. The usual shout, with all its precip-
itation of student-wrath, was started for his comfort:
“Put him out!” He replied with the usual Greek:
“Strike, but hear!” Then the ordinary amount of
intellect was invoked to perceive that really there was
some incongruity in such noble and scholarly men
wearing on their bosoms the great golden letters
“ASS” before all the college. Anger gave place to
fun; and ultimately the convention did their work bet-
ter by changing the name of the society to Anti-Secret
Confederation; and through the rest of our course
-members were labeled “ A S C.”

Such a discomfiture would have been fatal in most
cases, and inevitably would have given a most un-
philosophical advantage to the other side of the
question. But the fact was, those men were the chiefs
of the college. They had among them some of the
maturest and best the classes loved to honor. They
managed the rest of the meeting skillfully. Before we
retired, they forced in a splendid chance for an appeal
to all that was decent and generous in our minds; they
stood up in the power of real manhood, and told us
the meanness of cliques and the injustice of exclusive-
ness, and the wickedness of oaths, Some of the Social
Fraternity men of that year have done magnificent
work in this old world since then; and I speak simple
justice when I own they shook many ol us that night
with their arguments and their truths.

For one, I like conscience when I seeit; I always
did; and more than that, I like outspoken words for
what is right and good and true. But I like consis-
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tency also; and now I must tell the rest of my story.
On the day we graduated, sobered and thoughtful, gen-
tle and pensive in the backward look and the forward
dread, a new secret society, running through all the
four classes,  swung out” before the eyes of us all in
complete organization. Among themen who spoke
their commencement orations in our class were three
or four wearing the badge of that association. They
were the men who argued and pleaded two years pre-
vious to that day in the small chapel. They repudiated
their principles and defied their former record, whenit
was too late for an apology or for an explanation. The
Social Fraternity was wounded and betrayed by its
leaders in the whole four classes; the secret-society
men were not inclined to feel complimented ; and the
conversation was worried and perplexed, when the
young fellows asked and wondered what it meant.
Some said that these men had always been shamming
because they had not for themselves been taken, and so
were spiteful instead of conscientious.

Simply and earnestly I say again,as T close the tale,
let those who take ground on this unsettled question
of secret societies in college put conscience and consis-
tency together. Ifany one changes his mind, because
of fresh convictions, let him own it frankly, and take a
clear stand early enough to retain the respect of those
who have loved and trusted him in the days gone by.
For I saberly declare that it is my pain to this day to
recall how my confidence was broken then.

Charies S. Robinson.

Henry Clay, the Slashes, and Ashland again.

HENRY CLAY was born within three miles of Han-
over Court House, south, and some four or five miles
eastward of the present pretty little summer town of
Ashland. His birthplace was known locally as “ The
old Clay place,”” or “The place where Henry Clay
was born,” and as long ago as 1832, and many years
earlier, I believe, had passed into other hands.

The first name of the railway station where Ashland
stands was called, in 1836, “ Tayler’s Sawmill ”'; then
thé name was appropriately changed to “Slash Cot-
tage,” being in the heart of the Slashes of Hanover.
That name held till after 1850, when Mr. Edwin Robin-
son, of Richmond City, conceived the project of build-
ing a town at “ Slash Cottage,” and formally christened
it Ashland,” after Mr. Clay’s residence in Kentucky.

W. 4. W.




	C1887B-Topics1
	C1887B-Topics2
	C1887B-Topics3
	C1887B-Topics4
	C1887B-Topics5
	C1887B-Topics6



