THE OLYMPIC GAMES OF 1896.

BY THEIR FOUNDER, BARON PIERRE DE COUBERTIN, NOW PRESIDENT OF
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE.

WITH PICTURES BY A. CASTAIGNE.

THE Olympic games which recently took
place at Athens were modern in charac-
ter, not alone hbecause of their programs,
which substituted bicyele for chariot races,
and fencing for the brutalities of pugilism,but
because in their origin and regulations they
were international and universal, and conse-
quently adapted to the conditions in which
athletics have developed at the present day.
Theancient gameshad an exclusively Hellenic
character; they were always held in the same
place, and Greek blood was a necessary con-
dition of admission to them. It is true that
strangers were in time tolerated; but their
presence at Olympia was rather a tribute paid
to the superiority of Greek civilization than a
right exercised in the name of racial equality.
With the modern games it is quite other-
wise. Their creation is the work of «harba-
rians.) It is due to the delegates of the ath-
letic associations of all countries assembled
in congress at Paris in 1894. It was there
agreed that every country should celebrate
the Olympic games in turn. The first place
belonged by right to Greece; it was accorded
by unanimous vote; and in order to emphasize
the permanence of the institution, its wide
bearings, and its essentially cosmopolitan
character,an international committee was ap-
pointed, the members of which were to repre-
sent the various nations, European and Ameri-
can, with whom athletics are held in honor.
The presidency of this committee falls to the

country in which the next games are to be
held. A Greek, M. Bikelas, has presided for
the last two years. A Frenchman now pre-
sides, and will continue to do so until 1900,
since the next games are to take place at
Paris during the Exposition. Where will
those of 1904 take place? Perhaps at New
York, perhaps at Berlin,or at Stockholm. The
question is soon to he decided.

It was in virtue of these resolutions passed
during the Paris Congress that the recent
festivals were organized. Their successful
issue is largely owing to the active and en-
ergetic cooperation of the Greek crown
prince Constantine. When they realized all
that was expected of them, the Athenians
lost courage. They felt that the city’s re-
sources were not equal to the demands that
would be made upon them; nor would the
government (M. Tricoupis being then prime
minister) consent to increase facilities. M.
Tricoupis did not bhelieve in the success of
the games. He argued that the Athenians
knew nothing about athletics; that they had
neither the adequate grounds for the con-
tests, nor athletes of their own to bring into
line; and that, moreover, the financial situa-
tion of Greece forbade her inviting the world
to an event preparations for which would
entail such large expenditures. There was
reason in these objections; but on the one
hand, the prime minister greatly exaggerated
the importance of the expenditures, and on
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the other, it was not necessary that the
government should bear the burden of them
directly. Modern Athens, which recalls in so
many ways the Athens of ancient days, has
inherited from her the privilege of being
beautified and enriched by her children. The
public treasury was not always very well filled
in those times any more than in the present,
but wealthy citizens who had made fortunes
at a distance liked to erown their commercial
career by someact of lilierality to the mother-
country. They endowed the land with superb
edifices of general utility—theaters, gym-
nasia, temples. The modern ecity is likewise
full of monuments which she owes to such
generosity. It was easy to obtain from pri-
vate individuals what the state could not
give. The Olympic games had burned with
so bright a luster in the past of the Greeks
that they could not but have their revival at
heart. And furthermore, the moral benefits
would compensate largely for all pecuniary
sacrifice.

This the crown prince apprehended at
once, and it deeided him to lend his author-
ity to the organizing of the first Olympic
games. He appointed a commission, with
headquarters in his own palace; made M.
Philemon, ex-mayor of Athens and a man of
much zeal and enthusiasm, secretary-gen-
eral; and appealed to the nation to sub-
scribe the necessary funds. Subscriptions be-
gan to come in from Greece, but particularly
from London, Marseilles, and Constantinople,
where there are wealthy and influential Greek
colonies. The chief gift camefrom Alexandria.
It was this gift which made it possible to re-
store the Stadion to its condition in the time
of Atticus Herodes. The intention had been
from the first to hold the contests in this
justly celebrated spot. No one, however, had
dreamed that it might be possible to restore
to their former splendor the marble seats
which, it is said, could accommodate forty
thousand persons. The great inclosure would
have been utilized, and provisional wooden
seats placed on the grassy slopes which sur-
round it. Thanks to the generosity of M.
Averoff, Greece is now the richer by a mon-
ument unique of its kind, and its visitors
have seen a spectacle which they can never
forget.

Two years ago the Stadion resembled a
deep gash, made by some fabled giant, in
the side of the hill which rises abruptly by
the Ilissus, and opposite Liycabettus and the
Acropolis, in a retired, picturesque quarter
of Athens. All that was visible of it then
were the two high earth embankments which
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faced each other on opposite sides of thelong,
narrow race-course. They met at the end in
an imposing hemicyele. Grass grew between
the cobblestones. For centuries the specta-
tors of ancient days had sat on the ground
on these embankments. Then, one day, an
army of workmen, taking possession of the
Stadion, had covered it with stone and
marble. This is the work that has now been
repeated. The first covering served as a
quarry during the Turkish domination; not
a trace of it was left. With its innumerable
rows of seats, and the flights of steps which
divide it into sections and lead to the upper
tiers, the Stadion no longer has the look of
being cut out of the hill. It is the hill which
seems to have been placed there by the hand of
man to support thisenormous pile of masonry.
One detail only is modern. One does not
notice it at first. The dusty track is now a
cinder-path, prepared according to the latest
rules of modernathletics by an expert brought
over from London for the purpose. In the
center a sort of esplanade has heen erected
for the gymnastic exhibitions. At the end,
on each side of the turning, antiquity is rep-
resented by two large boundary-stones,
forming two human figures, and excavated
while the foundations were being dug. These
were the only finds; they add but little to
archeological data. Work on the Stadion is
far from being completed, eighteen months
having been quite insufficient for the under-
taking. Where marble could not be placed,
painted wood was hastily made to do duty.
That clever architect M. Metaxas cherishes
the hope, however, of seeing all the antique de-
corations restored —statues, columns, bronze
quadrigze, and, at the entrance, majestic pro-
pylea.

When this shall be done, Athens will in
truth possess the temple of athletic sports.
Yet it is doubtful whether such a sanctuary
be the one best suited to the worship of
human vigor and beauty in these modern
days. The Anglo-Saxons, to whom we owe
the revival of athleties, frame their contests
delightfully in grass and verdure. Nothing
could differ more from the Athenian Stadion
than Travers Island, the summer home of the
New York Athletic Club, where the champion-
ship games are decided. In this green in-
closure, where nature is left to have her
way, the spectators sit under the trees on
the sloping declivities, a few feet away
from the Sound, which murmurs against the
rocks. One finds something of the same idea
at Paris, and at San Francisco, under those
Californian skies which so recall the skies
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of Greece, at the foot of those mountains
which have the pure outlines and the iri-
descent reflections of Hymettus. If the an-
cient amphitheater was more grandiose and
more solemn, the modern picture is more in-
time and pleasing. The music floating under
the trees makes a softer accompaniment to
the exercises; the spectators move about at
friendly ease,whereas the ancients, packed to-
gether in rigid lines on their marble benches,
sat broiling in the sun or chilled in the shade.

The Stadion is not the only enduring token
that will remain to Athens of her inaugura-
tion of the new Olympiads: she has also a
velodrome and a shooting-stand. The former
isin the plain of the modern Phalerum, along
the railway which connects Athens with the
Pirzeus. It is copied after the model of that
at Copenhagen, where the crown prince of
Greece and his brothers had an opportunity
of appreciating its advantages during a
vigit to the King of Denmark, their grand-
father. The bicyclists, it is true, have com-
plained that the track is not long enough, and
that the turnings are too abrupt; but when
were bicyclists ever content? The tennis-
courts are in the center of the velodrome. The
shooting-stand makes a goodly appearance,
with its manor-like medieval crenelations.
The contestants are comfortably situated
under monumental arches. Then there are
large pavilions for the rowers, built of wood,
but prettily decorated, with boat-houses and
dressing-rooms.

WHILE the Hellenic Committee thus labored
over the scenic requirements, the interna-
tional committee and the national commit-
tees were occupied in recruiting competi-
tors. The matter was not as easy as one
might think. Not only had indifference and
distrust to be overcome, but the revival of
the Olympic games had aroused a certain
hostility. Although the Paris Congress had
been careful fo decree that every form of
physical exercise practised in the world
should have its place on the program, the
gymnasts took offense. They considered that
they had not been given sufficient promi-
nence. The greater part of the gymnastic as-
sociations of Germany, France, and Belgium
are animated by a rigorously exclusive spirit;
they are not inclined to tolerate the presence
of those forms of athletics which they them-
selves do not practise; what they disdainfully
designate as « English sports» have become,
because of their popularity, especially odious
to them. These associations were not satis-
fied with declining the invitation sent them
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to repair to Athens. The Belgian federa-
tion wrote to the other federations, suggest-
ing a concerted stand against the work of the
Paris Congress. These incidents confirmed
the opinions of the pessimists who had been
foretelling the failure of the fétes, or their
probable postponement. Athens is far away,
the journey is expensive, and the Easter
vacations are short. The contestants were
not willing to undertake the voyage unless
they could be sure that the occasion would
be worth the effort. The different associa-
tions were not willing to send representatives
unless they could be informed of the amount
of interest which the contests would create.
An unfortunate occurrence took place almost
at the last moment. The German press, com-
menting onan article which had appeared in a
Paris newspaper, declared that it was an ex-
clusively Franco-Greek affair; that attempts
were being made to shut out other nations;
and furthermore, that the German associa-
tions had been intentionally kept aloof from
the Paris Congress of 1894. The assertion
was acknowledged to be incorrect, and was
powerless to check the efforts of the German
committee under Dr. Gebhardt. M. Kémény
in Hungary, Major Balck in Sweden, General

.de Boutonski in Russia, Professor W. M.

Sloane in the United States, Lord Ampthill
in England, Dr. Jiri Guth in Bohemia, were,
meantime, doing their best to awaken in-
terest in the event, and to reassure the doubt-
ing. They did not always succeed. Many
people took a sarcastic view, and the news-
papers indulged in much pleasantry on the
subject of the Olympic games.

EAsTER MonDAY, April 6, the streets of
Athens wore a look of extraordinary anima-
tion. All the public buildings were draped in
bunting; multicolored streamersfloatedin the
wind; green wreaths decked the house-fronts.
Everywhere were the two letters « 0. A.p
the Greek initials of the Olympic gaimes, and
the two dates, B. c. 776, A.D. 1896, indicat-
ing their ancient past and their present re-
nascence. Attwo o’clock in the afternoonthe
crowd began to throng the Stadion and to
take possession of the seats. It was a joyous
and motley concourse. The skirts and braided
jackets of the palikars contrasted with the
somber and ugly European habiliments. The
women used large paper fans to shield
them from the sun, parasols, which would
have obstructed the view, being prohibited.
The king and the queen drove up a little be-
fore three o'clock, followed by Princess
Marie, their daughter, and her fiancé, Grand
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Duke George of Russia. They were received
by the crown prince and his brothers, by M.
Delyannis, president of the Council of Min-
isters, and by the members of the Hellenic
Committee and the international committee.
Flowers were presented to the queen and
princess, and the
cortége made its
way into the hemi-
cycle to the strains
of the Greek na-
tional hymn and the
cheers of the crowd.
Within, the court
ladies and function-
aries,the diplomatie
corps, and the dep-
uties awaited the
sovereigns, for
whom two marble
arm-chairs were in
readiness. The
crown prince, tak-
ing his stand in the
arena, facing the
king, then made a
short speech, in
which he touched
upon the origin of
the enterprise, and
the obstacles sur-
mounted in bring-
ing it to fruition.
Addressingtheking,
he asked him to
proclaim the open-
ing of the Olympic
games,andtheking,
rising,  declared
them opened. It
was a thrilling mo-
ment. Fifteen hun-
dred and two years
before, the Emperor
Theodosius had sup-
pressed the Olympic
games, thinking, no
doubt, that in abol-
ishing this hated
survival of paganism he was furthering the
cause of progress; and here was a Christian
monarch, amid the applause of anassemblage
composed almost exclusively of Christians,
announcing the formal annulment of the im-
perial decree; while a few feet away stood the
archbishop of Athens, and Pére Didon, the
celebrated Dominican preacher, who, in his
Baster sermon in the Catholic cathedral the
day before, had paid an eloquent tribute to
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pagan Greece. When the king had resumed
his seat, the Olympic ode, written for the oc-
casion by the Greek composer Samara, was
sung by a chorus of one hundred and fifty
voices. Once before music had been associ-
ated with the revival of the Olympic games.

FENCING BEFORE THE

The first session of the Paris Congress had
been held June 16, 1894, in the great amphi-
theater of the Sorhonne, decorated by Puvis
de Chavannes; and after the address of the
president of the congress, Baron de Couber-
tin, the large audience had listened to that
fragment of the music of antiquity, the hymn
to Apollo, discovered in the ruins of Delphi.
But this time the connection between art and
athletics was more direct. The games began
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with the sounding of the last chords of the
Olympic ode. That first day established the
success of the games beyond a doubt. The
ensuing days confirmed the fact in spite of
the bad weather. The royal family was as-
siduous in its attendance. In the shooting-

KING OF GREECE.

contest the queen fired the first shot with
a flower-wreathed rifle. The fencing-matches
were held in the marble rotunda of the Ex-
position Palace, given by the Messrs. Zappas,
and known as the Zappeion. Then the crowd
made its way back to the Stadion for the
foot-races, weight-putting, discus-throwing,
high and long jumps, pole-vaulting, and gym-
nastic exhibitions. A Princeton student,
Robert Garrett,scored highestin throwing the
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discus. His victory was unexpected. He had
asked me the day before if I did not think
that it would be ridiculous should he enter
for an event for which he had trained so little!
The starsand stripes seemed destined to carry
off all the laurels. When they ran up the «vic-

tor’s mast,» the sailors of the San Francisco,
who stood in a group at the top of the Sta-
dion, waved their caps, and the members of
the Boston Athletic Association below broke
out frantically, « B. A. A.! rah! rah! rah!»
These cries greatly amused the Greeks. They
applauded the triumph of the Americans, be-
tween whom and themselves there is a warm
feeling of good-will.

The Greeks are novices in the matter of
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athletic sports, and had not looked for much
success for their own country. One event
only seemed likely to be theirs from its very
nature—the long-distance run from Mara-
thon, a prize for which hasbeennewly founded
by M. Michel Bréal, a member of the French
Institute, in commemoration of that soldier
of antiquity who ran all the way to Athens
to tell his fellow-citizens of the happy issue
of the battle. The distance from Marathon
to Athens is 42 kilometers. The road is rough
and stony. The Greeks had trained for this
run for a year past. Iiven in the remote dis-
tricts of Thessaly young peasants prepared
to enter as contestants. In three cases it
is said that the enthusiasm and the inex-
perience of these young fellows cost them
their lives, so exaggerated were their pre-
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paratoryefforts. Asthe greatdayapproached,
women offered up prayers and votive tapers
in the churches, that the victor might be a
Greek!

The wish was fulfilled. A young peasant
named Lougs, from the village of Marousi,
was the winner in two hours and fifty-five
minutes. He reached the goal fresh and in
fine form. He was followed by two other
Greeks. The excellent Australian sprinter
Flack, and the Frenchman Lermusiaux, who
had been in the lead the first 35 kilometers,
had fallen out by the way. When Lougs came
into the Stadion, the crowd, which numbered
sixty thousand persons, rose to its feet like
one man, swayed by extraordinary excite-
ment. The King of Servia, who was present,
will probably not forget the sight he saw that
day. A flight of white pigeons was let loose,
women waved fans and handkerchiefs, and
some of the spectators who were nearest to
Lougés left their seats, and tried to reach
him and carry him in triumph. He would
have been suffocated if the crown prince and
Prince George had not bodily led him away.
A lady who stood next to me unfastened her
watch, a gold one set with pearls, and sent
it to him; an innkeeper presented him with
an order good for three hundred and sixty-
five free meals; and a wealthy citizen had to
be dissuaded from signing a check for ten
thousand francs to his credit. Loués himself,
however, when he was told of this generous
offer, refused it. The sense of honor, which
is very strong in the Greek peasant, thus
saved the non-professional spirit from a very
great danger.

Needless to say that the various contests
were held under amateur regulations. An
exception was made for the fencing-matches,
since in several countries professors of mili-
tary fencing hold the rank of officers. For
them a special contest was arranged. To
all other branches of the athletic sports only
amateurs were admitted. It is impossible to
conceive the Olympic games with money
prizes. But these rules, which seem simple
enough, are a good deal complicated in their
practical application by the fact that defini-
tions of what constitutes an amateur differ
from one country to another, sometimes even
from one club to another. Several definitions
are current in England; the Italians and the
Dutch admit one which appears too rigid at
one point, too looge at another. How concili-
ate these divergent or contradictory utter-
ances? The Paris Congress made an attempt
in that direction, but its decisions are not
accepted everywhere as law, nor is its defini-



tion of amateurship everywhere adopted
as the best. The rules and regulations,
properly so called, are not any more uni-
form. This and that are forbidden in one
country, authorized in another. All that
one can do, until there shall be an Olympic
code formulated in accordance with the
ideas and the usages of the majority of
athletes, is to choose among the codes now
existing. It was decided, therefore, that
the foot-races should be under the rules of
the UnionFrangaise des Sports Athlétiques;
jumping, putting the shot, ete., under those
of the Amateur Athletic Association of
England; the bicycle-races under those of
the International Cyclists’ Association, ete.
This had appeared to us the best way out
of the difficulty; but we should have had
many disputes if the judges (to whom
had been given the Greek name of ephors)
had not been headed by Prince George, who
acted as final referee. His presence gave
weight and authority to the decisions of the
ephors, among whom there were, naturally,
representatives of different countries. The
prince took his duties seriously, and ful-
filled them conscientiously. He was always
on the track, personally supervising every de-
tail, an easily recognizable figure, owing to
his height and athletic build. It will be re-
membered that Prince George, while travel-
ing in Japan with his cousin, the czarevitch
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(now Emperor Nicholas II), felled with his
fist the ruffian who had tried to assassinate
the latter. During the weight-lifting in the
Stadion, Prince George lifted with ease an
enormous dumb-bell, and tossed it nut of
the way. The audience broke into ay plause,
as if it would have liked to make him the
victor in the event.

Every night while the games were in pro-
gress the streets of Athens were illuminated.
There were torch-light processions, bands
played the different national hymns, and the
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students of the university got up ovations un-
derthe windows of the foreign athletic crews,
and harangued them in the noble tongue
of Demosthenes. Perhaps this tongue was
somewhat abused. That Americans might
not be compelled to understand French, nor
Hungarians forced to speak German, the daily
programs of the games, and even invitations
to luncheon, were written in Greek. On re-
ceipt of these cards, covered with mysteri-
ous formule, where even the date was not
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clear (the Greek calendar is twelve days be-
hind ours), every man carried them to his
hotel porter for elucidation.

Many banquets were given. The mayor
of Athens gave one at Cephissia, a little
shaded village at the foot of Pentelicus.
M. Bikelas, the retiring president of the
international committee, gave another at
Phalerum. The king himself entertained all
the competitors, and the members of the
committees, three hundred guests in all, at
luncheon in the ball-room of the palace. The
outside of this edifice, which was built by
King Otho, is heavy and graceless; but the
center of the interior is occupied by a suite
of large rooms with very high ceilings, open-
ing one into another through colonnades.
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The decorationsare simple and imposing. The
tables were set in the largest of these rooms.
Atthetable of honor sat the king, the princes,
and the ministers, and here also were the
members of the committees. The competi-
tors were seated at the other tables accord-
ing to their nationality. The king, at dessert,
thanked and congratulated his guests, first
in French, afterward in Greek. The Ameri-
cans cried « Hurrah!» the Germans, « Hoch /»
the Hungarians, « Eljen /» the Greeks, « Zito!»
the French, «Vive le Roi!» After the repast
the king and his sons chatted long and ami-
cably with the athletes. It was a really
charming scene, the republican simplicity of
which was a matter of wonderment partic-
ularly to the Austrians and the Russians,
little used as they are to the spectacle of
monarchy thus meeting democracy on an
equal footing.

Then there were nocturnal festivities on
the Acropolis, where the Parthenon was il-
luminated with colored lights, and at the
Pirzeus, where the vessels were hung with
Japanese lanterns. Unluckily, the weather
changed, and the sea was so high on the day
appointed for the boat-races, which were to
have taken place in the roadstead of Phale-
rum, that the project was abandoned. The
distribution of prizes was likewise postponed
for twenty-four hours. It came off with much
solemnity, on the morning of April 15, in the
Stadion. The sun shone again, and sparkled
on the officers’ uniforms. When the roll of the
victors was called, it became evident, after
all, that the international character of the
institution was well guarded by the results
of the contests. America had won nine prizes
for athletic sports alone (flat races for 100
and 400 meters; 110-meter hurdle-race; high
jump; broad jump; pole-vault; hop, step, and
jump; putting the shot; throwing the discus),
and two prizes for shooting (revolver, 25 and
30meters); but France had the prizes for foil-
fencing and for four bicycle-races; England
scored highest in the one-handed weight-
lifting contest, and in single lawn-tennis;
Greece won the run from Marathon, two
gymnastic contests (rings, climbing the
smooth rope), three prizes for shooting
(carbine, 200 and 300 meters; pistol, 25 me-
ters), a prize for fencing with sabers, and
a bicycle-race; Germany won in wrestling, in
gymnastics (parallel bars, fixed bar, horse-
leaping), and in double lawn-tennis; Austra-
lia, the 800-meter and 1500-meter foot-races
on the flat; Hungary, swimming-matches of
100 and 1200 meters; Austria, the 500-meter
swimming-match and the 12-hour bicycle-
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race; Switzerland, a gymnastic prize; Den-
mark, the two-handed weight-lifting contest.

The prizes were an olive-branch from the
very spot, at Olympia, where stood the an-
cient Altis, a diploma drawn by a Greek
artist, and a silver medal chiseled by the
celebrated French engraver Chaplain. On
one side of the medal is the Acropolis, with
the Parthenon and the Propyl®a; on the
other a colossal head of the Olympian Zeus,
after the type created by Phidias. The head
of the god is blurred, as if by distance and
the lapse of centuries, while in the fore-
ground, in clear relief, is the Vietory which
Zeus holds on his hand. It is a striking
and original conception. After the distribu-
tion of the prizes, the athletes formed for the
traditional procession around the Stadion.
Loués, the victor of Marathon, came first,
bearing the Greek flag; then the Americans,
the Hungarians, the French, the Germans.
The ceremony, moreover, was made more
memorable by a charming incident. One of
the contestants, Mr. Robertson, an Oxford
student, recited an ode which he had com-
posed, in ancient Greek and in the Pindaric
mode, in honor of the games. Music had
opened them, and Poetry was present at
their close; and thus was the bond once more
renewed which in the past united the Muses
with feats of physical strength, the mind with
the well-trained body. The king announced
that the first Olympiad was at an end, and
left the Stadion, the band playing the Greek
national hymn, and the crowd cheering. A
few days later Athens was emptied of its
guests. Torn wreaths littered the public
squares; the banners which had floated mer-
rily in the streets disappeared; the sun and
the wind held sole possession of the marble
sidewalks of Stadion street.

It is interesting to ask oneself what are
likely to be the results of the Olympic games
of 1896, as regards both Greece and the rest
of the world. In the case of Greece, the
games will be found to have had a double
effect, one athletic, the other political. It is
a well-known fact that the Greeks had lost
completely, during their centuries of oppres-
sion, the taste for physical sports. There
were good walkers among the mountaineers,
and good swimmers in the scattered villages
along the coast. It was a matter of pride
with the young palikar to wrestle and to
dance well, but that was because bravery and
a gallant bearing were admired by those about
him. Greek dances are far from athletic, and
the wrestling-matches of peasants have none
of the characteristics of true sports. The men
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of the towns had come to know no diversion
beyond reading the newspapers, and violently
discussing politics about the tables of the
cafés. The Greek race, however, is free
from the natural indolence of the Oriental,
and it was manifest that the athletic hahit
would, if the opportunity offered, easily take
root again among its men. Indeed, several
gymnastic associations had been formed in
recent years at Athens and Patras, and a
rowing-club at Pirseus, and the public was
showing a growing interest in their feats.
It was therefore a favorable moment to speak
the words, «Olympic games.» No sooner had
it been made clear that Athens was to aid
in the revival of the Olympiads than a per-
fect fever of muscular activity broke out all
over the kingdom. And this was nothing to
what followed the games. I have seen, in lit-
tle villages far from the capital, small boys,
scarcely out of long clothes, throwing big
stones, or jumping improvised hurdles, and
two urchins never met in the streets of Ath-
ens without running races. Nothing could
exceed the enthusiasm with which the victors
in the contests were received, on their return
to their native towns, by their fellow-citizens.
They were met by the mayor and municipal
authorities, and cheered by a crowd bearing
branches of wild olive and laurel. In ancient
times the victor entered the city through a
breach made expressly in its walls. The Greek
cities are no longer walled in, but one may
say that athletics have made a breach in the
heart of the nation. When one realizes the
influence that the practice of physical exer-
cises may have on the future of a country,
andon the force of a wholerace, oneis tempted
towonder whether Greece is not likely to date
a new era from the year 1896. It would be
curious indeed if athletics were to hecome
one of the factors in the Hastern question!
Who can tell whether, by bringing a notable
increase of vigor to the inhabitants of the
country, it may not hasten the solution of
this thorny problem ? These are hypotheses,
and circumstances make light of such calcu-
lations at long range. But a local and imme-
diate consequence of the games may already
be found in the internal politics of Greece.
I have spoken of the active part taken by the
crown prince and his brothers, Prince George
and Prince Nicholasg, in the labors of the
organizing committee. It was the first time
that the heir apparent had had an opportu-
nity of thus coming into contact with his
future subjects. They knew him to be patri-
otic and high-minded, but they did not know
his other admirable and solid qualities. Prince
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Constantine inherits his fine blue eyes and
fair coloring from his Danish ancestors, and
his frank, open manner, his self-poise, and
his mental lucidity come from the same
source; but Greece has given him enthusi-
asm and ardor, and this happy combination
of prudence and high spirit makes him
especially adapted to govern the Hellenes.
The authority, mingled with perfect liber-
ality, with which he managed the committee,
his exactitude in detail, and more particularly
his quiet perseverance when those about
him were inclined to hesitate and to lose
courage, make it clear that his reign will
be one of fruitful labor, which can only
strengthen and enrich his country. The
(Greek people have now a better idea of the
worth of their future sovereign: they have
seen him at work, and have gained respect
for and confidence in him.

So much for Greece. On the world at large
the Olympic games have, of course, exerted
no influence as yet; but I am profoundly con-
vinced that they will do so. May I be per-
mitted to say that this was my reason for
founding them? Modern athletics need to be
unified and purified. Those who have followed
the renaissance of physical sports in this cen-
tury know that discord reigns supreme from
one end of them to the other. Every country
has its own rules; it is not possible even to
come toan agreement as to whoisan amateur,
and who is not. All over the world there is
one perpetual dispute, which is further fed
by innumerable weekly, and even daily, news-
papers. In this deplorable state of things
professionalism tends to grow apace. Men
give up their whole existence to one partic-
ular sport, grow rich by practising it, and
thus deprive it of all nobility, and destroy
the just equilibrium of man by making the
muscles preponderate over the mind. It is
my belief that no education, particularly
in democratic times, can be good and com-
plete without the aid of athletics; but athlet-
ies, in order to play their proper educational

53

role, must be based on perfect disinterested-
ness and the sentiment of honor.

If we are to guard them against these
threatening evils, we must put an end to the
quarrels of amateurs, that they may be united
among themselves, and willing to measure
their gkill in frequent international encoun-
ters. But what country is to impose its rules
and its habits on the others? The Swedes will
not yield to the Germans, nor the French to
the English. Nothing better than the inter-
national Olympic games could therefore be
devised. Each country will take its turn in
organizing them. When they come to meet
every four years in these contests, further en-
nobled by the memories of the past, athletes
all over the world will learn to know one an-
other better,to make mutual concessions, and
to seek no other reward in the competition
than the honor of the victory. One may be
filled with desire to see the colors of one’s
clubor college triumph in a national meeting;
but howmuch strongeris the feeling when the
colors of one’s countryare at stake! I am well
assured that the victors in the Stadion at
Athens wished for no other recompense when
they heard the people cheer the flag of their
country in honor of their achievement.

It was with these thoughts in mind that
I sought to revive the Olympic games. I
have succeeded after many efforts. Should
the institution prosper,—as I am persuaded,
all civilized nations aiding, that it will,—it
may he a potent, if indirect, factor in se-
curing universal peace. Wars break out be-
cause nations misunderstand each other. We
shall not have peace until the prejudices
which now separate the different races shall
have been outlived. To attain this end, what
better means than to bring the youth of all
countries periodically together for amicable
trials of muscular strength and agility? The
Olympic games, with the ancients, controlled
athletics and promoted peace. It is not vi-
sionary to look to them for similar benefac-
tions in the future.

Pierre de Coubertin.




