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six months ago, and the baby died too, thank
the Lord. And Lustig ’s married again. He
married that girl he used to go gallivanting
round with. He did n’t wait more than a month
after his wife died. There’s a new baby now.”

“ Already ? ” said I, remembering the boast
about respectability.

“Yes,”said Mrs. Alleyn ; “already, of course.”

That seemed to finish off the story of the Lus-
tigs. But there was to be a postscript. I got
it a few months later from Jimmie, whom I met
in a fine new suit of clothes, grabbing evening
papers out of a wagon on Fourth Avenue, His
business stood in the way of consecutive con-
versation, but bit by bit I gathered facts of
interest. His father was working hard, and
earning thirty dollars a week ; he did n’t drink
any more; and he was awfully good to Jimmie
himself now—he had given him the money to
start with the papers, and let him keep what he
made. There were dollars already in a savings-
bank, and the new clothes had been paid for
too. He went to school in the mornings, and
was in ¢ de fourt’ reader, jography, an’ long der-
vision.” And as for Maggie, she let him alone,

“Who ’s Maggie?” I inquired.

“ Dat’s me father’s odder wife. She ain’tme
mother, so I would n’t call her dat, and she
did n’t want me to—says she ’s too young.
She ain’t Zke me mother, but she keeps me
father straight, an’ we ’ve moved inter a good
place, an’ got carpets. And me father ’s real
bully ter me, an’ I go ter de country ev'ry Sun-
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“How ’s that? " T asked.

“ Over on Long Islun,” said Jimmie; “me
father goes ter me mother’s grave. He did n’t
at first, but he does now—regllar. See dem
big yeller flowers dat chap is sellin’ over dere ?
Las' Sunday me father took some o’ dem an’
put’em on de grave. He takes me fer comp’ny.
Maggie says we 're fools, but it ’s lots better 'n
sittin’ on de stoop, when der ain’t no papers ter
sell. Yer see de river, an’ de Bridge, an’ de
hearses, an’ trotters, an’ goats. De little w’ite
hearses is most as good as cirkis wagons. I’'m
real sorry fer me mother, but I guess dis one s
de best fer us. She ’s de stuff. She jest keeps
me father straight, yer can betcherlife—
straighter ’n an arrer.”

Lustig “reg’lar ” at his first wife’s grave,—
and chrysanthemums,—and he used to throw
things at her—and now he was married to the
girl he liked! Even being kept straighter than
an arrow hardly seemed to account for it. But
Jimmie had a word to add.

“Guess Maggie 's de best fer us,” he re-
peated, with one foot in the gutter and one
eye on an approaching horse-car, ¢ dough she
ain’t a nice lady like me mother; cos, yer know,
he uster beat me mother, but Maggie can
lick him. See?” And he clambered on the
car.

I wonder whether, if the first Mrs. Lustig
sees, she is more distressed by the way “the
girl ” has triumphed, or more gratified by the
penitential flowers.

M. G. van Rensselacr.

ASVOICEC EOR: “RIESSTA:

¢ Audiatur et altera pars!”

= WOME time ago an old gen-
tleman called at our Lega-
tion in Washington and
asked me to show him a
detailed map of the Be-
ring Sea. Explaining his
request, the visitor said :
It is proposed to build a
bridge across the sea, connecting Alaska with
Siberia ; and I should like to find out where it
canbe best located.” Not being endowed with
the spirit of American enterprise, I was about
to reply that I considered such a plan im-
practicable, if not impossible; but there was
something so extremely sympathetic in the
bright eyes of the old gentleman, in the ener-

getic and determined expression of his face,
that I at once stretched out my hand, and told
him the bridge he had in his mind had already
been built long ago, that it was existing at
that moment, and will exist so long as a Russian
shakes hands with an American in amity. I
was in earnest then; and when I think of
my venerable visitor, I feel happy in the re-
flection that I myself am enabled to constitute
a small part of that great living link between
the nations. Now, as winds are blowing foam-
ing waves of the sea of public opinion over
our bridge of sentiment, and damaging it, I take
the liberty of attempting, if not to dissipate the
causes, at least to mitigate the effect, of what
has been done with a tendency, if not always
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with hostile intent, to disturb the continuity of
our friendly connection.

I have never been surprised when hearing
erroneous statements made here about Russia;
my country is so far away from the United
States, many things with us are so strange to
your standards, and, of the thousands of Amer-
icans annually crossing the Atlantic, so few
reach even the Russian frontier, that the great
majority of the people of this continent are easily
led to believe all sorts of fantastical tales of us.
But I have been astounded in observing that
American literature about Russia often shows
not only lack of knowledge of us, but inimical
feelings toward my countrymen, and especially
toward our Government. This seemsto me the
more remarkable, as, residing here myself, I
have had opportunity to notice what strong and
real friendship is often manifested between the
two great peoples when occasion arises.

Though their systems of government are so
different, Russia and the United States are
natural and disinterested allies,who have never
fallen out, and are drawn to each other by
bonds of sympathy.

Which was the first of the nations to extend
to you a brotherly hand, and to bring to you
moral support from abroad, in the hour of trial
during your civil war? I need not remind
you that it was Russia ; for though years have
passed since then, the story of the arrival of
our fleet at the portof New York in that period
is yet fresh in the memory of the appreciative
American people.

What nation was the first to tender sym-
pathy and aid to Russia last year, when many
thousands of our people were stffering from
famine ? All know thatitwas the United States.
You are aware how enthusiastically and
thankfully outpourings of the population met
every ship that brought grain at that time from
this country. At the reception tendered July
18 to Mr. Talmage by the city authorities of
St. Petersburg, the mayor, in delivering the
address in behalf of the city, said: “The Rus-
sian people know how to be grateful. If up to
this day these two great countries, Russia and
the United States, have not only never quar-
reled, but, on the contrary, wished each other
prosperity and strength always, these feelings
of sympathy shall grow only stronger in the
future— both countries being conscious that,
in the season of trial for either, it will find in
the other cordial succor and support. And
when can true friendship be tested if notin the
hour of misfortune ?

“Why, gentlemen, do you thank us?” said
Count Bobrinsky, in his speech made at the
same reception. “You are here not to thank
us, but to accept expression of our sincere
gratitude, In behalf of thousands of our coun-
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trymen whose sufferings are relieved by you,
we exclaim, ¢ God bless you!””

But almost as an accompaniment to these
fervent manifestations of sentiment, I have
heard in America the most incredible and ab-
surd statements about Russia and concerning
our internal administration. Itis said that the
Russian government is terrible and despotic ;
Russia is persecuting the Hebrews; there is
no liberty in Russia; everything non-Russian
is there Russianized by force; the Orthodox
Church is intolerant; Russia, last and worst,
has created and maintains that horrible Si-
beria — pictures of which, drawn by Mr. Ken-
nan and certain other writers, have made recent
readers shudder.

I reply to this shower of undeserved accu-
sations :

Yes, the Russian people is terrible—be-
cause as a nation it is young and mighty ; be-
cause, being extended overmuch of Europe
and occupying a great part of Asia, count-
ing, in all, more than one hundred millions
of souls among its subjects, the Empire is al-
ways growing and progressing ; because, being
great and compact, Russia is governed by the
mighty hand of an autocratic monarch. Au-
tocracy is as natural and satisfactory to Russia
as is the republican form of government to the
United States ; and that our Governmentis not
felt by the masses of the people to be a des-
potism is evident from the facts that they sub-
mit cheerfully to be ruled by it and that they
prosper under it. The strength of Russia lies
precisely in the unity of power, in the firm faith
of the people in their Church, their love for
their country, and their reliance upon and de-
votion to the high personality called to occupy
their throne. In his constant care for the well-
being of his subjects, the Emperor does not
hesitate at any measure he deems useful for
Russia. Alexander III., whose honesty, up-
rightness, noble character, and exemplary life
challenged and earned the respect of the whole
world, proved, during his reign of more than ten
years, to be a peaceful and beneficent sover-
eign, All of his reforms were directed toward
the improvement of the internal affairs of his
country. Not being imposed upon by, and not
heeding, criticisms or vituperation on the part
of enemies of Russia who were always misrepre-
senting his measures, he found strength in his
conscience and consolation and reward in the
ever-increasing affection of hispeople. By what
he accomplished, and by continued pursuit of
his methods, Russia is gradually getting rid of
her harmful elements. The political agitation
which years ago disturbed the peace and pros-
perity of the country has ceased; and I be-
lieve I make no mistake in asserting that at
present there are fewer anarchists in Russia
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than in any other area of equal population in
the civilized world.

I need not explain why the criminals were
put to death who assassinated our magnani-
mous sovereign, who had liberated millions of
serfs. Did not America also, and only a few
years ago, execute certain anarchists in Chi-
cago? The death-penalty is, however,inflicted
in Russia only in exceptional cases; it is re-
served for those convicted of an attempt upon
thelife of the Czar, and for those found guilty of
certain other crimes committed during what is
called a state of siege; imprisonment or exile
to Siberia is adopted for ordinary criminals,
including the general run of murderers.

Mr. Kennan, to whom our Government hos-
pitably opened the darkest corners where it
must keep the evil and pernicious of its sub-
jects, has been pleased to paint our peniten-
tiaries in the blackest colors. There is no
country in which prisons and the punitive sys-
tem of hard labor have been made attractive;
but T allow myself to say that other foreigners,
to whom we have as readily opened our pris-
ons for inspection, have come to conclusions
quite contrary to Mr, Kennan’s. I refer to
the members of the Fourth International Prison
Congress, who held their sessions in the spring
of 189t at St. Petersburg, and have repeatedly
expressed their astonishment at the extremely
humane treatment of convicts on the part of
our authorities. I may also refer to a recent
work of an Englishman, Julius M, Price,* who
traveled all over Siberia. He had opportuni-
ties of talking freely with many prisoners whose
like, as he said, he could never have the chance
to get even a glimpse of in England — prison-
ers the enormity of whose crimes would, in
another country, have brought them to the
block or the scaffold.

I cherish the hope that in time, with the im-
provement of means of communication, and
when a gigantic enterprise now undertaken by
our Government—the Trans-Siberian Railway
— shall have been completed, many foreigners,
and among them many Americans, will venture
to visit all parts, even the remotest confines, of
our Empire; then, I am convinced, the disa-
greeable impression produced by Mr. Ken-
nan’s articles, and by other such publications,
will altogether vanish before full knowledge of
the actual facts.

Replying to the accusation against Russia
in the matter of an alleged religious intoler-
ance, I must first point out a great error I have
repeatedly encountered here. The promulga-
tion of the laws and regulations against the
Jews is being generally ascribed in America
to persecution on the part of the Orthodox

1 « From the Arctic Ocean to the Yellow Sea.” By
Julius M. Price. London, 1892.
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Church, But the Hebrew question in Russia
is neither religious nor political ; it is purely an
economical and administrative question. The
actual meaning of the anti-Semitic measures
prescribed by our Government is not animosity
to the religion of the Jews; neither are those
measures a deliberate hunting down of the fee-
ble by the powerful: they are an effort to re-
lieve the Empire of the injurious struggle
against those particular traits of Hebrew char-
acter that were obstructing the progress of our
people along their own lines of natural devel-
opment It may be said in general, that the
anti-Semitic movement in Russia is a demon-

-stration by the non-Hebraic part of the popu-

lation against tendencies of Hebrews which
have characterized them the world over, and
to which they adhere in Russia

The Hebrew, as we know him in Russia, is
“the eternal Jew ”; without a country of his
own, and, as a rule, without any desire to be-
come identified with the country he for the
time inhabits, he remains, as for hundreds of
years he has been, morally unchangeable, and
without a faculty for adapting himself to sym-
pathy with the people of the other race which
surrounds him. He is not homogeneous with
usin Russia ; he does not feel or desire solidar-
ity with us. In Russia he remains a guest
only—a guest from long ago, and not an in-
tegral part of the community. When these
guests without affinity became too many in Rus-
sia, when in various localities their numbers
were found injurious to the welfare and the
prosperity of our own people as a whole, when
they had grown into many wide-spreading rami-
fications of influence and power, and abused
their opportunities as traders with or lenders
of money to the poor,—when, in a word, they
became dangerous and prejudicial to our peo-
ple,— is there anything revolting or surprising
in the fact that our Government found it neces-
sary to restrict their activity? We did not expel
the Jews from the Empire, asis often mistakenly
charged, though we did restrict their rights as
to localities of domicile and as to kinds of oc-
cupations—police regulations. Is it just that
those who have never had to confront such a
situation should blame us for those measures ?

Our peasantry has only recently been organ-
ized in their existing social relations, and is not
yet well educated, or well trained in the exer-
cise of social rights or obligations under their
present system — having been liberated from
serfdom only within this generation. Many of
them cannot yet realize their condition, and
the very idea of the emancipation they have
experienced is sometimes wrongly conceived.
If we take into consideration the character of
the Slavonian folk, it is easy to understand
why our meek, ignorant, and easy-going peas-
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antry fell under the control of the Jews, who,
as a class, are far better educated and more
thrifty, and have the aptitude for commerce
and for money-getting which distinguishes their
race everywhere —and who readily perceived
and soon abused their superiority in those par-
ticulars, after the emancipation of the serfs had
deprived them individually of the safeguards
the old system of things had afforded them.
This Jewish influence was everywhere oppres-
sive, and now and then became an unbearable
yoke. The peasants in some localities, having
lost all patience, were guilty of violent excesses,
mobbed the Jews, and destroyed their prop-
erty. They tried to annihilate particularly all
property which, to their exasperated minds, was
ill-gotten. Such popular uprisings, criminal in
nature, of course, cannot be excused, but can-
not properly be regarded as anything but a pro-
test of the people against what they found to
be a thraldom to the Jews worse than the serf-
dom which had beenabolished. But bloodshed
has rarely been committed by such mobs, and
the Government has always promptly adopted
energetic measures to quell the riots. Troops
have always been sent to disperse the rabble,
to arrest the criminals, to defend the Jews, and
to protect them in their property. During all
these anti-Jewish outbreaks there were fewer
Jewswhosuffered personal injuries at the hands
of the peasants than there were peasants who
were killed by soldiers. And recently a special
lawhas been enacted by virtue of whichany one
committing a violent assault upon a Hebrew
is to be sentenced to hard labor in Siberia (law
of December g, 18g1).

In order to prevent such collisions between
the Jews and the peasantry, and to relieve the
latter from what they could not be persuaded
was not a Jewish tyranny, the measures I have
referred to, restricting and regulating Jews,
have been promulgated by the Government to
secure good order and to maintain stability in
the community —measures generally but erro-
neously styled abroad, the “barbarous expul-
sion of the Jews from Russia.”

Is it surprising that, under these circum-
stances, the Emperor remained deaf to protests
of the Lord Mayor of London, for example,
and will leaveunheeded any and all such foreign
remonstrances demanding a change in methods
which have been deliberately, and we think
necessarily, adopted for such purposes by Rus-
sia? Speaking not of the mere inconvenience
of such an interference with the internal affairs
of another country,—itself a direct violation of
international law,—is it not evident that the
Czar, in his actions as to such matters, must be
guided only by what he perceives to be the
interest of his own people as a whole, rather
than by the opinions of foreigners who do not
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understand a situation very different from that
existing in their own countries, but undertake
to pass with authority upon vital questions of
administration in another nationality. The
principle we contend for in Russia is home
rule.

And as to the Russian Church. When T re-
call the various accusations against the Ortho-
dox Church of Russia, which is charged with
intolerance toward other religions, I do not
find one that is well grounded. Russia has al-
ways deferred to the fullest extent to the say-
ing in the Scriptures, ¢ Where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I in
the midst of them.” Thoughthe greatmajority
of the Russian people are of the Orthodox
Church, the amplest freedom of faith and of
practice in religion is allowed in our country.
We have not only Christians of all denomina-
tions, and Hebrews, but also Mohammedans
and even pagans in great numbers. In the
principal street of St. Petersburg, just opposite
the Orthodox Cathedral itself, there are Ro-
man Catholic, Protestant, Armeno-Gregorian,
and otherchurches. Allthese placesof worship
were built long ago in the very center of the
capital, some of them on lands granted by our
Government for the purpose. As toactual free-
dom in the practice of religious services, there-
fore, there can be no question. Two yearsago
I myself witnessed the commemorative cere-
monies upon the fiftieth anniversary of the
American church at St. Petersburg, on which
occasion the American colony paid tribute of
the greatest respect to the memory of Emperor
Nicholas I.,who had givenlandsfortheirchurch
in the best part of the city, and had assisted in
erecting the building. If our Government has
displayed some perseverance and even austerity
in regard to the suppression or prosecution of
certain sects of our own Church, it was chiefly
because the doctrines of these sectarians were
subversive of morals or good order in society.
The Orthodox Church is the state Church in
Russia; and as T have explained, the strength
and might of the Empire are considered by us
to depend to a great degree upon the firm faith
of the people in its doctrines and discipline.
Our history abounds in proofs of this. It is
therefore natural that our Government cher-
ishes and supports the Orthodox religion, and
tries to prevent the members of that Church
or their children from heedlessly going off to
other communions. The law requires, for in-
stance, that in the case of a mixed marriage the
children must be brought up in the religion
of the Orthodox parent, be it father or mother.

I close this article at this point, because I
would not abuse the patience of my readers;
as to me, I shall never be tired of speaking for
and defending my country. I shall consider
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myself fortunate if what I have now written per-
suades some Americans, and restores to us the
sympathy of some of them whose kind disposi-
tion has been disturbed by malignant or exag-
gerated stories about us.

I firmly believe in the friendship heretofore
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maintained between Russia and the United
States —a friendship that, in my opinion, will
play a far more important réle in the history
of the future than has been allowed to it as yet;
and for that reason I take very much to heart
any word designed or likely to drive us asunder.

Plerre Botkine,
Secretary of the Russian Legation in Washington.

PRELIMINARY GLIMPSES OF THE FAIR.

NEW thing is to be found
in Chicago. It is enthusi-
asm for art —art of her
own making. It is an en-
thusiasm which is infec-
tious; that kind of enthu-
siasm which is happiness.
For surely this is a happy
year in America ; and though in some parts of
the globe physical conditions are ill, it is nev-
ertheless true that the idea of the Columbian
celebration has touched the romantic sense of
the whole wide world.

All the world loves a hero, as well as a
lover, and here was a hero more successful
than Jason, of a nobler mold than Aineas.
His celebration is to be a world epic brought
out with the serious realism of the Oberammer-
gau Passion, a classic city of towering domes
for a stage, men of great emprise for living
characters, and all the nations of the earth for
a chorus. Other world’s fairs have celebrated
the civilization of a race, but the Columbian
Exposition will glorify the world’s transcendent
migration. Other fairs have shown civilization
spreading from field to field like a prairie-fire ;
but this fair will flame with the human energy
that handed the torch of civilization across an
ocean.

Everywhere talk of the fair is big. Itisnot
an illusion, for it is biggest among those who
have visited the unfinished site of the fair; it
is not the scream of the American eagle, be-
cause the eagle has been quiet ever since Chi-
cago showed America how it sounds to take
one’s merits at their future value. In one sense
these large and general prognostications are a
warning to fellow and foreign countrymen to be
on their guard against the material surprises of
the fair; for it is to be so dazzling to the eye,
and so vast to the mind, that no spectator will
ever see it, even in outline, who does not take
his point of view, as it were, on the horizon,
and contemplate its sky-line.

In fact, the unit of measure in this enter-
prise has been set so large that one is in dan-
ger of forgetting that the Yankee nation was

established for any other purpose. Four hun-
dred years bear so lightly on the human mind
that the world will persist in calling us young,
though every great name in old and glorious
English literature, except that of Chaucer, is
from fifty years to several centuries younger
than the voyage of Columbus. But every na-
tion is young in proportion to its possibilities §
and the older peoples of the earth who will so
aptly join in the celebration of a happiness in
which they are all sharing, should accept the
New World newness for what it is — an expo-
sition of human activity and government made
to order with a definite plan, on a monumen-
tal scale, with incredible economy of time.

Even more is Chicago like a city created
for the express uses of the fair, Homer’s deities
might well have shrunk from the building in
sixty years of the seventh city of the modern
world ; but here it has been done by the ordi-
nary earthworm actuated only by the spirit of
barter and gain; moreover, twenty-one years
ago, as though Jove had discovered that Chi-
cago was not shaping herself to the Muses’ pur-
pose, the fire demon literally burnt her to the
ground; so that her present glory as the shel-
tering arms of a million and a quarter of people;,
and as having a greater destiny than any other
inland city of the world, isasyoungas the fledg-
ling whose first vote was cast at thelast election.

As a civic marvel, therefore, Chicago will
be the most significant exhibit at her own fair.
It was fate, which includes wisdom, that gave
her the opportunity. For if she may not claim
to be the metropolis, she is at least the typical
American city, the point of fusion of American
ideas, the radial center of American tendencies.
Whether this should be regarded as a cause
of admiration or of missionary effort, the era
of the light jest has passed.

Somebody has said that it is a propitious
moment in a man’s life when his fellows feel
a welling desire to kick him. The same is true
of cities. Citizens of the three or four older
cities that have held themselves in higher es-
teem, and of the half-dozen older cities that
have wished they were as potent, may still find





