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intellectual conception by the eritical study of
methods and technical mastery, he offers more
intense satisfaction than some of the greater
painters —a satisfaction which I must hold
to be apart from the purely artistic standard.
It is on this ground that Ruskin does him
honor. Living and dying as he did in the midst
of a community in which the technical appre-

ciation of art had been fed to the utmost by
daily study of the greatest triumphs ot color
the world has seen, his life and his exit from
it, as well as his works, attracted less attention
than they merited. Thus it is that we know no-
thing of Carpaccio personally, and know not
when or where he was born and died.

W. J. Stillman.

NOTES BY TIMOTHY COLE.

HE Carpaccio detail is taken from the large pic-
ture in the Venice Academy, which is itself one
of a series of nine large works showing scenes from the
legend of St. Ursula. The entire picture represents
the ambassadors of the king of England before the
king of Brittany to prefer their prince’s request for
the hand of his daughter Ursula. The compartment
to the right of the picture, separated from it by a pillar
and showing conventionally another room of the palace,
is the detail that I have chosen. Itis in itsell a com-
plete composition, and very charming it certainly is.
Much embarrassed, the king has retired from the
council to his private chamber; for he knows that his
daughter has made a vow of perpetual chastity and has
dedicated herself to Christ, yet he fears to offend the
powerful monarch of England by refusing his suit.
He has delayed the answer till the morrow, and now
sits meditating his reply. He leans his head upon one
hand. The other, gloved, still holds the letter of the
king of England. While in this mood his daughter
Ursula enters, and, learning the cause of his melan-
choly, bids him be of good cheer, and proceeds to detail
to him the conditions under which she will wed the king.

First, he shall give to me as my ladies and compan-
ions ten virgins of the noblest blood in his kingdom,
and to every one of these a thousand attendants, and to
me also a thousand maidens to wait on me. Second,
he shall permit me for the space of three years to honor
my virginity, and with my companions to visit the holy
shrines where repose the bodies of the saints. And my
third demand is [we can imagine the maid in the picture

as in the act of telling this, for she is touching her third
finger] that the king and his court shall receive baptism;
for other than a perfect Christian I cannot wed.

The size of the entire work is 8 feet g4 inches high
by 19 feet 3 inches long. That of the detail given is 3
feet 3 inches wide by 5 feet 6 inches high. Ttis painted
on canvas, and is very rich and soft in color. It is
broadly and simply treated, though upon close inspec-
tion we find it full of the most exquisite detail. The
king's robe, for instance, is richly worked in embroi-
dery too delicate to allow of engraving on so small a
scale. I have stippled it, and have thus given some
impression of its rich effect. It is of a glowing, soft
tone of yellow like old gold. This is relieved against
the white bedspread and the canopy above, which is of
a rich, soft red. The background is warm gray, and
appears to be of marble. Through the grating above
is seen the ceiling of another room. The Madonna on
the wall is enshrined ina yellow frame like gold. The
casing of the window is of a soft, dull red, the book be-
neath it of abrighter red, and under all there is a charm-
ing dado of flowers. The head of the princess is relieved
against a dark panel. Her complexion and hair are
fair. She is clothed in a delicate, soft, neutral Dblue,
draped with a mantle of rich, bright red. The combi-
nation of the whole is most harmonious and pleasing.

St. Ursula is the patroness of young girls, particu-
larly school-girls, and of all women who devote them-
selves especially to the care and education of their own

sex.
7. Cole.

THE GREAT UNKNOWN.

In mare multa latent.

IR CHARLES LYELL, the
eminent geologist, and a most
intelligent observer of natural
phenomena, while in this coun-
try asked his friend Colonel
Perkins of Boston what he

knew of the so-called sea-serpent. The latter
replied, ¢ Unfortunately, I have seen it.” The
guarded qualification of his remark betrays the
chronic condition of wounded sensibility enter-
tained by the eye-witnesses of the * strange oc-
currence " at that time.

OPPIAN.

Ridicule had dealt most bitterly with the
gentle souls who in the innocence of their well-
assured integrity had given a heartless world
their simple “word for it.” It was now a temp-
tation to forswear, or at least to ignore, all
knowledge of any strange creature, marine or
terrestrial ; though all the while, in mental re-
serve, they were ready to affirm with Galileo,
“E pur si muove”; or, perhaps, with the
righteous old negro preacher, in equal faith
and with like spirit, to insist that “the sun do
move.”
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Students of the present day have become so
familiar with the remarkable remains of extinct
reptilian forms, of species differing essentially
in size and aspect from those of the present,
yet evidently nearly allied, that it has come to
be a rational and legitimate thought that

Such things be,
And overcome us like a summer’s cloud,
Without our special wonder.

It is a well-known scientific truth that races
of terrestrial and aquatic animals now extinct,

DRAWN BY W. TABER.

WATCHING THE SEA-SERPENT.

but not far removed from some
present living forms, were of the most
surprising magnitude.

The examples of “findings” pointing
strongly to the coetaneous relations of man and
mastodon are accumulating with much signifi-
cance. In the phosphate beds of South Caro-
lina, and in the greensands of New Jersey, lie
the bones of gigantic reptiles, cetaceans, and
sharks. The “Bad Lands” of Kansas and the
adjacent Territories teem with buried forms, all
strange and all gigantic. The halls of Prince-
ton, Yale, and Columbia, and the Central Park
Museum of Natural History, contain many a
“cross-bone” and cranium, pelvis and verte-
bra, whose restored relations would greatly
astonish us. The great mosasaurs, plesiosaurs,
ichthyosaurs, and numerous other sea-reptiles,
whose bones are found buried along the Atlan-
tic shores and represent creatures of gigantic

THE GREAT UNKNOWN.

proportions, correspond so nearly to the living
ocean creature which has been seen in various
parts of the Atlantic Ocean and is known as the
“sea-serpent,” that it is tolerably well settled
among zoologists that the existence of such an
animal in the present geological time is not
improbable.

Up to the present our recorded knowledge
of such creatures, quite aside from theidle tales
that periodically appear in print, has originated
from the most respectable sources; and it is
most fortunate that in several instances the
observers chanced to be practical zodlogists.

Small wonder, therefore, that the theme, al-
beit peculiarly susceptible to misconstruction,
should be held by zo6logists as involving great
possibilities.

It is the all but actual discovery lately of a
great creature evidently allied to the “Un-
known” that has prompted the gathering of
these scraps of history appertaining to the
subject.

Having been familiar with the early testi-
mony concerning the appearance on the New
England coast of the so-called sea-serpent, and
having had personal acquaintance with some
of the eye-witnesses,—now all passed away,—
and having personal knowledge of the views
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of the elder Agassiz, and some other eminent
zoblogists, whose faithin the probable existence
of such was well known, I have recorded from
time to time any facts tending to elucidate the
theme. Some recent developments, to be re-
ferred to anonm, tended to strengthen the in-
terest, and it seemed most advisable that what-
ever has borne the semblance of truth in the
several remarkable testimonies should
be brought to the archives of science
for preservation.

At a recent session of the New York
Academy of Sciences I had the pleasure
of presenting a résumé of the subject,
which was subsequently published in the
Academy’s ¢ Transactions,” with some
appropriate remarks by the president,
Dr. J. S. Newberry, and others, eliciting
the fact that a general feeling exists favor-
able to the views herein expressed.

The subject is interesting, and tempts
one to give a historical presentation, but
the valuable pages of THE CENTURY cry
aloud for conciseness. It is necessary,
therefore, to present the historical con-
nections “ by title.”

As in all that appertains to human
book knowledge, Aristotle forms the
starting-point of this history. Pliny fol-
lows, and tells some startling, if not alto-
gether reliable, things. Then follow the usual
learned authors whose ponderous folios and
great copper-etchings, elaborate and costly,
picture all that is told about sea-monsters with
a latitude sufficient, perhaps, for the liveliest
imagination.

Some of thelater of the ancient authors speak
of sea-serpents that inhabit the Indian Ocean
and some parts of the Pacific. These records
have been verified, but the length of the crea-
tures is never more than twelve feet. It is now
well known in scientific ichthyology that there
are several species of the genera Pelamys, Iy-
drophis, and Platurus inhabiting the oceans
mentioned, that they are true ocean-snakes,
and are more or less venomous. Several small
forms of the genera are in the collection at
Central Park. The tails are flattened vertically,
and serve the purpose of oars, “sculling” being
their true method of propulsion. In the Cata-
combs of Rome several sarcophagi were found
containing remains of early Christians. On one
of the inscriptions is a likeness of a great ser-
pent swallowing a man, though it is entitled
“Jonah and the Whale.” The oldest chron-
icler of “sea-serpent” lore, independent of
the purely imaginary tales, is Olaus Magnus,
Archbishop of Upsala, who devotes an entire
chapter to the subject. Bishop Pontoppidan,
whose ¢ Natural History of Norway " is so well
known, fills a notable place in the literature of
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our theme. His descriptions and figures, so
much like those of modern times, have been
preserved in his great folio.

All the above-mentioned authors gravely
refer to the fact that they have carefully pro-
cured “affidavit,” and ¢ from the proper au-
thorities,” but the requirements of science in
those days were not hedged about by the keen

ENGRAVED BY
HYDROPHIS CYANEICINCTA.

J. DALZIEL. *

vision of profound, exacting research which
obtains at present.

It is not altogether the fact that few or many
good people subscribe under oath to what they
have seen that can satisfy the modern zoGlogist.
Itisthe fact that the actual bony remains of pre-
cisely such creatures as have been described
as “sea-serpents” are found in various places
on our coast. Itisthismore than all else that
induces a belief in the probable existence of
similar creatures in the great depths.

Near the close of the second decade of the
present century there appeared off the coast of
Massachusetts Bay one or more strange crea-
tures, differing essentially in general aspect
from anything hitherto observed. They were
evidently sea-going creatures,oceanic ones,and
impressed all of their many observers as ser-
pentine or saurian-like inshape and movements.

Colonel Perkins of Boston communicated
his observations of one of these “appearances”
to the “Boston Daily Advertiser” at the time.

Wishing to satisfy myself on a subject on which
there existed a great excitement, I visited Glou-
cester, Cape Ann, with Mr. Lee. We met sev-
eral persons returning who reported that the
creature had not been seen during several days.
We, however, continued on our route to Glou-
cester. All the town, as you may suppose, were
on the alert, and almost every individual, both
great and small, had been gratified, at a greater
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PLATURUS FASCIATUS.

or less distance, with a sight of him. The wea-
ther was fine, the sea smooth, and Mr. Lee and
myself sat on a point of land overlooking the har-
bor, and about fifty feet from the water. Ina few
moments [ saw on the opposite side of the har-
bor, at about two miles’ distance from where I had
been sitting, an object moving with a rapid mo-
tion up the harbor on the western shore. As he
approached us it was easy to see that his motion
was not that of a common snake, either on land
or in the water, but evidently the vertical move-
ment of a caterpillar. As nearly as I could judge
there was visible at a time about forty feet of his
body. It was very evident that the length must
have been much greater than what appeared, as
in his movements he left a considerable wake in
his rear.

I had a fine glass, and was within a third of a
mile of him. The head was flat in the water, and
the animal was, as far as I could distinguish, of
a chocolate color.

There were a great many people collected,
many of whom had seen the same object. From
the time I first saw him until he passed by where
I stood, and soon after disappeared, was about
twenty minutes.

One of the revenue cutters, whilst in the neigh-
borhood of Cape Ann, had an excellent view of
the animal at a few yards' distance. He moved
slowly, and at the approach of the vessel sank,
and was not seen again.

In 1817, the Linnzan Society of Boston,
Massachusetts, published a “ Report relative
to the appearance of a large marine monster,
supposed to be a sea-serpent, seen near Cape
Ann, Massachusetts, in August of that year.”
A good deal of care was taken to obtain evi-
dence, and the depositions of eleven witnesses
of marked integrity were taken. There was
great uniformity in the testimony.

The Hon. Amos Lawrence, one of the most
eminent of Boston’s citizens, gave similar testi-
mony from personal observation. His cottage
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was situated on high giound overlooking the
bay, within less than a mile of the creature at
times.

Colonel Harris, commanding at Fort Inde-
pendence, Boston Harbor, stated that such
a creature had been seen and reported by his
sentinels, while it was swimming around the
fort in the early hours.

Many other accounts were stated and re-
corded, agreeing in the main with the above.
I select that of Mr. Nathan D. Chase of Lynn,
Massachusetts, as especially trustworthy and
valuable from the fact that he was one accus-
tomed to observe closely, and to record his
observations in the light of much reading on
semi-technical subjects. I am inclined to give
unusual weight to his statement, also, from
having known him intimately through life as a
neighbor and friend, and, as such, having heard
from him the “oft-told tale.” The following
refers to the second appearance of the sea-
serpent, in 1819, at Lynn. In a letter written
in 1881 for the purpose of conveying concisely
all he knew of the circumstances, with refer-
ence to recording them, Mr. Chase says:

In relation to the account given by myself of
a strange fish, serpent, or other marine animal,
I have to say that I saw him on a pleasant, calm
summer morning of August, 1819, from Long
Beach, Lynn, now called Nahant. The water was
smooth, and the creature seemed about a quarter
of a mile away; consequently we could see him
distinctly, and the motion of his body. Later in
the day I saw him again off Red Rock. He then
passed along about one hundred feet from where
I stood, with head about two feet out of the water.
His speed was about that of an ordinary steamer.

What I saw of his length was about sixty feet.
It was difficult to count the humps, or undulations,
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on his back, as they did not all appear at once.
This accounts in part for the varied descriptions
given of him by other parties. His appearance
on the surface was occasional and but for a short
time. The color of his skin was dark, differing
but little from that of the water, or the back of
any common fish. This is the best description I
can give of him from my own observation. Isaw
the creature just as truly, though not quite as
clearly, as I ever saw anything. I have no doubt
that this uncommon, strange rover, which was
seen by hundreds of men and boys, is a form of
snake, Plesiosaurus, or some such form of marine
animal.

Five other personshave given definite testimony

DRAWN BY W. TADER.
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testimony I have given, I was well acquainted
with Mr. Marston, and knew him to be a truth-
ful and skilled seaman, He says:

While walking over Nahant Beach in common
with many others who had been aroused by the
excitement, I saw in the water, within two or three
hundred yards of the shore, a singular-looking
fish in the form of a serpent. His head was out
of water, and he remained in view about twenty
minutes, when he swam off toward King’s Beach.
I should say that the creature was at least eighty
feet in length. I saw the entire body, not his
wake. It would rise in the water with an undu-
lating motion, and then all his body would sink

FOLLOWING ALONG THE BEACH.

besides myself. Hon. Amos Lawrence of Boston,

James Prince of Boston, Benjamin F. Newhall

of Saugus, and John Marston of Swampscott.
(Signed) NATHAN D. CHASE.

The Hon. Amos Lawrence of Boston writes
of the same occurrence :

I have not had any doubt of the existence of
the sea-serpent since the morning he was seen off
Nahant by old Marshal Prince, through his fa-
mous spy-glass.

Mr, Benjamin F. Newhall, one of those who
testify to the same circumstances, was an espe-
cially reliable person, a citizen of the highest
character, well known to me for many years,
and one accustomed to observe correctly and
to record his observations. He says:

As he approached the shore about g A. M., he
raised his head apparently about six feet, and
moved very rapidly. I could see the white spray
on each side of his neck, as he plunged through
the water. He came so near as to startle many
of the spectators, and then suddenly retreated.
As he turned short, the snake-like form became
apparent, the body bending like an eel. I could
see plainly what appeared a succession of humps
apon the back.

The testimony of Mr. John Marston is of
value as coming from an experienced fisher-
man. As in the case of the individuals whose

except his head. This would be repeated. The
sea was quite calm at the time. Ihave been con-
stantly engaged in fishing since my youth, but
never saw anything like this before.

The eminent geologist, Dr. Dawson of Mon-
treal, Canada, gives an instance which ranges
near the above in the circumstances.

A sea-monster appeared at Maringomish, in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, judged to be a hundred
feet in length. It was seen by two intelligent ob-
servers, nearly aground, in calm waters, within two
hundred feet of the beach.

Several other prominent Boston and Lynn
names are recorded in this connection, but the
following is, perhaps, most important on ac-
count of its circumstantial details.

James Prince, Marshal of the district, wrote
to Judge Davis as follows:

MY DEAR JUDGE: I presume I have seen what
is generally called the ‘“sea-serpent.” . . . I
will state that which in the presence of more than
two hundred other witnesses took place near the
Long Beach of Nahant on Saturday morning
last.

Intending to pass a few days with my family
at Nahant, we left Boston early on Saturday.
On passing near the beach, I was informed that
the sea-serpent had been seen that day at Nahant
Beach, and that vast numbers of people had gone
from Lynn. I was glad that I had with me my
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CARCASS FOUND AT INDIAN RIVER,

famous masthead spy-glass. On ourarrival at the
beach, we associated with a considerable number
of people, on foot and in carriages. Very soon
an arrival of the fish kind made an appearance.
His head appeared to be about three feet above
water. I counted thirteen bunches on his back.
My family thought there were more. He passed
three times at a moderate rate across the bay,
but so fleet as to occasion a foam in the water.
We judged it to be from fifty to eighty feet in
length.

As he swam up the bay, we, as well as other
spectators, moved on and kept nearly abreast of
him. He occasionally withdrew himself under
water, remaining about eight minutes.

Muys. Prince and the coachman, having better
eyes than myself, were of great assistance to me
in marking the progress of the animal. They
would say, ¢ He ’s now turning,” and by the
aid of a glass I could distinguish the movement.
[ had seven distinct views of him from Long
Beach, and at some of them the animal was not
more than a hundred yards distant. After we
had been at the beach about two hours, the ani-
mal disappeared.

On passing over to the beach of Little Nahant,
on our way homeward, we were again gratified
by a sight of him beyond even what we saw in
the other bay. We concluded he had left the
latter place in consequence of the numbersof boats
that were chasing him, the noise of whose oars
must have disturbed him. We had here more
than a dozen views of him, and each similar to
the other; one, however, so near that the coach-
man exclaimed, ‘“ Oh, see his glistening eye ! ”

We will now place in order some testimony
derived from English sources. That delightful
English writer on zodlogical subjects, Philip
Henry Gosse, F. R. S, in his “ Romance of
Natural History,” devotes a long chapter to
what he terms “ The Unknown,” or so-called
sea-serpent. He gives us an exhaustive con-
sideration of the subject, mostly, however, by
means of European examples. We are im-
pressed, however, with the fact that the occur-
rences of this nature,as related by the New
England observers, are vastly more striking
than the others, as they were witnessed from
the mainland.

The eminent Captain Beechey, of the Royal
Navy, gave testimony to the appearance of a
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FLORIDA.

sea-serpent near his vessel. Several officers of
the Norwegian navy have placed on record
similar testimony. A writer of distinction in the
London “ Times” of November 2, 1848, sug-
gestsaftinity of the so-called sea-serpent with the
Lnaliosauria, and, particularly, with the fossil
genus Hlesiosauris. The Bombay ¢ Times,” in
the year 1849, contained a valuable note of oc-
currences touching this subject, by R. David-
son, Superintendent-Surgeon, Indian Army.
Lieutenant-Colonel Steele,Coldstream Guards,
British Army, ez route to India, “ saw a serpen-
tine form corresponding closely to those de-
scribed by other observers.”

Mr. Gosse sums up by saying: « Carefully
comparing these independent narratives, we
have a creature possessing the following char-
acteristics: The general form of a serpent, as
seen by many observers ; greatlength, by all”;
etc. The author continues, after considerable
detail: ““ I express my confident persuasion that
there exists some oceanic animal of immense
proportions which has not yet been received
into the category of scientific zoSlogy ; and my
strong opinion that it possesses close affinities
with the Znaliosauria of the Lias.”

That some undescribed vertebrate animal
has been seen at various times, and by many'
individuals, several of whom fortunately were
versed in zo6logy, is indisputable.

The presence of so large a creature off the
New England coast, and within the compara-
tively narrow bays of Lynn and Nahant; the
fact of its presence there during several days,
and its being visible during many hours; its
presence near so many people as spectators,—
well nigh the entire populace,— who evenwith-
out glasses were enabled to inspect it at leisure
— all these are circumstances sufficiently con-
vincing to any rational mind; and are worth
more to us in forming our judgment than all
the other relations of such occurrences extant.

Consider how striking must have been the
scenes during these few days. The entire popu-
lation of southern Essex and Norfolk counties
was aroused by the wonderful tales,and great
numbers gathered on the heights and promon-
tories, looking down upon an area of sea which
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is hemmed in by the projecting headlands of
Swampscott and Nahant. How completely
they must have scanned the unfamiliar form,
and have watched its evolutions in the smooth
sea then prevailing. Why, no better exhibition
of a great aquatic creature could have been de-
vised. All the ocean views of him, described by
many observers, were meager and unsatisfac-
tory compared with this. The relation of these
circumstances remains fresh in my memory,
told by more than one who only a few years
before had witnessed them. An uprisen people
saw the sight, and some were even terrified, so
close inshore was the monster. It should also
be remembered that the creature was seen at
Gloucester, Cape Ann, and at several other
points during those years.

Only a few years since large Oclopi were
found in the Mediterranean, and now, were
the simple truth here printed about the late dis-
coveries of gigantic squids, or cuttlefish, on
the Grand Banks, surprise would be great in-
deed. Ifsuch enormous creatures have existed,
and only lately have become known to science,
small wonder that the more active wandering
ocean saurian should escape capture.

We have now to make the first record of
the actual presence on our coast of a marine—
probably saurian—creature of the nature of
the so-called sea-serpent.

The facts are as follows:

In the spring of 1885 the Rev. Mr. Gor-
don of Milwaukee, President of the United
States Humane Society, chanced to visit,in the
course of his duties, a remote and obscure por-
tion of the Atlantic shores of Florida. While
lying at anchor in New River Inlet the flukes
of the anchor became foul with what proved
to be a carcass of considerable length. Mr.
Gordon quickly observed that it was a verte-
brate, and at first thought it probably a ceta-
cean. But, on examination, it was seen to have
features more suggestive of the saurians. Its
total length was forty-two feet. Its girth was
six feet. The head was absent; two flippers,
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or fore-limbs, were noticed, and a somewhat
slender neck, which measured six feet in length.
The carcass was in a state of decomposition;
the abdomen was open, and the intestines
protruded.

The striking slenderness of the thorax as
compared with the great length of body and
tail very naturally suggested to Mr. Gordon,
whose reading served him well, the form of
some of the great saurians whose bones have
so frequently been found in several localities
along the Atlantic coast. No cetacean known
to science has such a slender body and such
a well-marked and slender neck. All indica-
tions were suggestive of the great Znaliosauria,
and, appreciating the great importance of se-
curing the entire carcass, Mr. Gordon had it
hauled above high-water mark, and took all
possible precautions to preserve the bones until
they could be removed. Through his love of
science, Mr. Gordon very kindly reported these
facts, and our arrangements were most ample
for the recovery and transportation of the bones
to New York. Most unfortunately their pres-
ence was all too short.

Mr. Gordon was impressed with the con-
viction that he had found the first flesh and
frame of the hitherto elusive creature, which
has been regarded as a tardy example of an
extinct race. With no suitable implements at
hand, he was obliged to trust its safe-keeping
to the shore above tides. He counted without
the possible treacherous hurricane ; the waters
of the “Still-vexed Bermoothes,” envious of
their own, recalled the strange waif. This was
as unexpected as undesirable. The facts, how-
ever, remain.

We have borrowed from Professor Cope's
report of the United States Geological Survey
for 1875 the figure of the C/idastes, the bones of
which were found in the Bad Lands of Kansas.
Itis placed beneath the figure drawn from Mr.
Gordon’s description of the waif. The measure-
ments of both are very nearly the same.

J. B. Holder.

Vor. XLIV.— 34.
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28, 1862), in Part I11. of Vol. XI. of the War Records,
p. 272, and has been accessible to any one since that
volume was issued in 1884, five years before the date
of General Rusling’s letter, and four years before the
publication by Messrs. Hay and Nicolay of Colonel
Alexander’s statement. In the next column and same
page of THE CENTURY MAGAZINE these authors quote
from the same volume of War Records, and from the
third page preceding the circular, which is its own
refutation of Colonel Alexander’s statement as to its
scope, as well as its non-promulgation and suppres-
sion. The circular order applied only to  tents and all
articles not indispensable to the safety or maintenance
of the troops, and to officers’ unnecessary baggage,”
and distinctly provided for the carrying by every divi-
sion and army corps of its entire supply of intrenching-
tools, showing that it was an order preparatory for
battle, and not for contemplated disaster. Since many
of the severely wounded were necessarily left behind
in the field-hospitals, with surgeons and medical sup-
plies, it must be believed that there were not wagons
enough to transport this unnecessary baggage, and as
these wagons, used for ammunition and necessary
forage and subsistence, were all brought in safely to
Harrison’s Bar, the presumption is that McClellan
knew his business, for a furious and successful battle
was fought on every day of the journey.

This baggage-destroying order was, in fact, an ordi-
nary incident of army life, very shocking, doubtless, to
Colonel Alexander,—who was then new in experience
of actual war,—and tocivilians; but common en ough in
all campaigns. In fact, the same thing occurred when
Sherman began his march to the sea; and when Grant
began theWilderness Campaign the superfluousimpedi-
menta of the army were destroyed. “War Records,”
Vol. XXXVI., Part I1., page 382, contains Burnside’s
order of May 4, 1864, to “abandon and destroy "’ the
“large amount of forage and subsistence stores ? ac-
cumulated for issue to his own troops, and which were

_at Brandy Station, éefween Grant's army and Washing-
ton, with no enemy within many miles, and directly
on the railroad then in operation to Washington; and
this merely in order to make a more rapid junction
with Grant’s army, then about to cross the Rapidan.
Every soldier of the war is familiar with many such
instances, which occurred in every department and in
every campaign.

I. W. Heysinger, M. D.,
Late Captain U. 5. A.

The Sea-Serpent at Nahant.

TuAT the traditions at Nahant about the “sea-ser-
pent” were not evanescent may be shown by the fol-
lowing remarks, arising from the article in the June
CENTURY. When serving as a midshipman in H. M. S.
Warspite in 1842 or 1843 I was allowed to accompany
Lieutenant Dickson and Mr. Jacob, purser of that ship,
to Nahant. During our visit, one of us said to the
consul’s wife that we had been surprised to see fishing-
boats out on Sunday in the bay.

«(h,” she said, “are they out? Then I suppose
there are shoals of fish”’ (I think she named the fish)
«in the bay ; they say they almost always precede the
appearance of the sea-serpent.”” Of course I cannot
say that those were exactly the words used, but I re-
member that there was some little talk on the subject,
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more in joke than in earnest, and we went away to an
hotel to get our dinner before going back to Boston.

After dinner a man ran up and rather excitedly asked
for a telescope, as the sea-serpent was in sight. Some-
body furnished one, and we all hurried up to the group.
There, sure enough, was *something ” very much like
what appears in the very minute sketch in the ar-
ticle referred to. It was certainly moving; not, we
thought, with the tide, and was not a shoal of fish.
How far off it was I cannot say, but probably not
more than a couple of hundred yards, traveling along
at a rate of something between five and ten knots, with
a slight, undulatory motion, and leaving a wake be-
hind it. T cannot particularize any shape as to the head,
which was not raised clear of the water, though show-
ing like other lumps of dark-colored body above the
surface. I suppose we saw it for four or five minutes,
and T know that we three Englishmen thought we had
seen something very unusual. I wrote home about
what I had seen, and I think my account gave rise to
a friendly altercation between my father (then Lord
Francis Egerton) and Professor Owen, and, if I mis-
take not, to an article in one of the quarterlies. The
subject was little talked of on board the ship, prob-
ably because we were afraid of being chaffed about
our credulity ; but I am sure that, except what I have
said of the lady’s remark, we had had no reason to ex-
pect to see anything strange at Nahant, nor had we
ever heard of a sea-serpent as a frequenter of the bay.

Francis Egerton, Admiral.
St. Georce's Hirl, WEVBRIDGE, ENGLAND.

«The Century's' American Artists Series.

WILLIAM MERRITT CHASE. (SEE PAGE 20.)

WHATEVER place posterity may award Mr. Chase as
an artist, whatever the merits of his works may be in
the estimation of the older or younger generation of
artists, no one conversant with the art progress of this
country can doubt that he is one of the strongest per-
sonalities in our modern art life, and a most important
factor in its development. By nature an optimist, pos-
sessed of a fervent enthusiasm, artistic in everything,
an honest believer in himself, and in the future of
American art, he has impressed his thoughts and theo-
ries, fancies and ideas, upon hundreds of students and
younger artists, and has raised their enthusiasm to the
diapason of his own.

The Art Students’ League of New York has always
been fortunate in the choice of its professors, and in
the third and fourth years of its babyhood perhaps
especially so. In 1878 Mr. Walter Shirlaw took charge
of the weakling; the year following Mr. Carroll Beck-
with and Mr. Chase were added to its staff. Shirlaw
and Chase had just returned from Munich, Beckwith
from Paris. With the knowledge of European methods
possessed by these three, the artistic faithfulness and
calm gentleness of Shirlaw, the vigor and tact of Beck-
with, and the enthusiasm of Chase, the weak baby be.
came asturdy child, and at the end of its fourth year the
school had an attendance of one hundred and forty,and
a surplus of eighteen hundred dollars. Mr. Chase has
been identified with the League from that time to the
present, and is now one of the ten professors who in-
struct its students, nearly one thousand in number.
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