ROSWELL SMITH.

ZINE who is bidden to write for
£| the pages of THE CENTURY
MacazINE some words in
memory of the man whose
name stands above this article
might well recall the often-
quoted inscription in St. Paul’s
Cathedral, under the name of its architect:
“ Si monumentum requiris, circumspice.” Other
memorials of his life, beautiul and enduring,
can be pointed out; but it is in this magazine
that the fairest and most permanent results of
his work will abide. To have borne so large a
part in originating and establishing an agency
like this would be a sufficientdistinction for any
man. It is difficult for those who have known
something of the history of this magazine from
its foundation to separate it, in their thought,
from his vigorous personality. We may doubt,
indeed, whether this is possible. Roswell Smith
gave his life to this magazine; we might almost
say that he gave his life for it; the vital force
that he imparted to it will not soon be spent.

Roswell Smith was born March 30, 1829,
in Lebanon, Connecticut, a small town in the
northern part of New London County, of
which the cyclopedia knows only that it “con-
tains several villages and has important man-
ufacturing interests.” But Lebanon, though
beneath the notice of the cyclopedist, is not
the least among the thousands of Yankee-land,
for out of her came the great war governor of
the Revolution, Jonathan Trumbull, one of
Washington’s most trusted friends, and the
man to whom, through Washington’s familiar
appellative, we owe our national sobriquet
of “ Brother Jonathan.” This was no mean
family: one son of Jonathan, Joseph, was
a member of the Continental Congress; a
younger son, Jonathan, was United States
senator, and in his turn governor; and the
second Governor Jonathan’s son John was
the great historical painter. Other notable
names besides the Trumbulls are found in the
annals of Lebanon; it has been the seed-
plot of theology as well as of statesmanship
and art; but the patriotic traditions of this
one distinguished family must have taken
strong hold upon the mind of Roswell Smith:
for the historic Trumbull mansion had come
into the possession of his father, and was the
home of his boyhood.

From his fourteenth to his seventeenth year
he served a brief apprenticeship with the pub-
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lishers of the school-books of his uncle, Ros-
well C. Smith, in New York; then, having
apparently satisfied himself that a little more
learning would not be a dangerdus thing, he
took up the English course in Brown Univer-
sity, and after finishing that course began the
study of law in the office of Thomas C. Perkins
of Hartford, a most accomplished lawyer, It
was about this time that his father, who had be-
come somewhat concerned on account of the
frequent changes in his plans of life, repeated
to him one day the old adage about the roll-
ing stone. “ Well, father,” answered the youth,
“] don’t know that I care to gather moss.”
That was not what he was after when he turned
his steps to what was then the distant West,
and in the ambitious young town of Lafayette,
Indiana, began the practice of his profession.
It was a capital school for the callow lawyer;
his conceit was sure to be rudely chastised in
that rough Western world; all his conven-
tionalities would be challenged ; if he had
any convictions, he must fight for them. Ros-
well Smith always highly valued the experi-
ence which he gained in the West. “ Every
man,” he once wrote to one who was looking
in that direction, “ ought to go to the West
and live there a few years of his life at the
least. You will like the West, and will have a
freedom and a growth you never experienced
before.” In the life of this community, pass-
ing through its formative stages; in the con-
flict with the lawlessness of the frontier; in
the shaping of institutions to meet social exi-
gencies ; and in the rapid development of the
industrial order, the young man learned much
practical wisdom. He was always recurring
to this period of his life, and he thought that
no man was well equipped for the competitions
of the great metropolis unless he knew by
actual contact something of the life beyond
the Alleghanies.

In 1852 Roswell Smith set up his home
in Lafayette, bringing into it Annie, daughter
of Henry L. Ellsworth, the first United States
Commissioner of Patents, and granddaughter
of the illustrious Oliver Ellsworth, Chief Jus-
tice of the United States Supreme Court. Six-
teen years of active life in Indiana, in the
practice of law and in real-estate operations,
had brought to him a moderate competence ;
and, disposing of his business in Lafayette, he
sailed with his wife and daughter for Europe,

purposing on. his return to devote himself to
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the business of publishing books or newspapers.
From his youth he had had the strongest faith
in the power and value of the printed word; he
recognized in it the principal agency by which
public opinion is generated and guided; and
the wish to do something for the improvement
of society by this agency had long been cher-
ished. During this European tour he fell in
with Dr. Holland, whom he had slightly known
as a lecturer in the West, and whose ethical
quality of mind had a strong attraction for him.
Several months of companionship in travel
ripened their acquaintance into intimacy. Dr.
Holland had justsold hisinterestin the  Spring-
field Republican.” His very successful ¢ Life
of Lincoln and his other books had brought
him a good fortune, and he, too, was looking
out for some opportunity to invest his gains,
both of capital and of experience, in the ser-
vice of popular education. I have often heard
both Dr. Holland and Roswell Smith allude
to the memorable night when, standing upon
one of the bridges that span the rushing Rhone
at Geneva, Dr, Holland outlined to his friend
a project, which he had been maturing, of a
monthly magazine devoted to American let-
ters and American art. The emphasis rested
upon the adjective: the work was to be done
in America, by Americans, for Americans ; it
was to be a popular educator of the highest
grade. Roswell Smith promptly seized upon
the project. The two friends soon returned
to America, and in connection with the firm
of Charles Scribner and Company, who were
Dr, Holland’s own publishers, they founded
the corporation which now bears the name of
The Century Co., and began the publication
of this magazine. At a later date the St
Nicholas Magazine for Young Folks,” which
originated in a suggestion by Roswell Smith,
was added by the purchase and consolidation
of several lesser periodicals, and the editorial
care of it was committed to the competent
hands of Mrs. Mary Mapes Dodge. The
changes through which this organization has
passed have been made known to the public,
and most of these facts concerning the origin
of the enterprise are familiar to many; but it
seems fitting that some permanent record of
the part taken by Roswell Smith in its foun-
dation should appear upon the pages of THE
CENTURY MAGAZINE.

In seeking to gather up for grateful recog-
nition some of the finer qualities of Roswell
Smith, my thought first rests upon a certain
largeness of conception which characterized
all his undertakings. He liked to do great
things ; he had the courage thatisnot appalled
by difficulties, and the faith that removes
mountains. The “St. Nicholas Magazine” was
started in the very moment of wide-spread
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commercial depression. His plans for the ex-
tension of the sale of the magazines were bold
and enterprising ; his ambition was to make
them as good as they could be made, and he
grudged no outlay for this purpose; his con-
fident expectation was that the best thing
would turn out to be the most profitable. His
residence in the West had given him large ideas
respecting the publisher’s field: he thought that
the West and the South as well as the North
and the East were cardinal points in the pub-
lisher’s compass. When the magazines had
won their footing on this continent he boldly
carried them to England; what was good
enough for Americans was good enough for
Englishmen. This was the first invasion of
the British market by the American periodical.
The large success of the undertaking opened
the way for other publications; and Amer-
ican magazines, now on sale on every book-
stand, have exerted an important influence
upon English opinion concerning America.
The quality of his mind is illustrated by the
project of “ The Century Dictionary.” This
was purely his own. The scheme of owning
and publishing a great dictionary of the Eng-
lish language laid hold upon him many years
ago. “Itis an open question with us”’—so
he wrote eleven years ago—* whether it is best
for us to buy one of the leading dictionaries
and build on that, or to organize the scholar-
ship of the English-speaking world and make
a new one. There must be one English lan-
guage, and a common standard of the Eng-
lish tongue.” He saw no reason why this
should not be published in New York. The
purchase of the right to revise and republish
“The Imperial Dictionary ”in America laid the
foundation of this enterprise. It was thought
at the outset that a “slight revision” would
fit the four volumes of the “Imperial” for the
market; but the scope of the work at once
began to broaden; and before anything had
been realized from the sale of the dictionary,
nearly fifty times as much money was expended
as had been provided for in the original esti-
mate. In all this his courage never faltered.
The ambition to “make it what it ought to
be "swas far stronger than any financial con-
sideration. His satisfaction in the perfection
of the work, his sense of its value to the world,
were to him a great reward. It was precisely
in such concerns as this that the peculiarity
of his mind appeared. The importance of a
work like the making of a great dictionary
was obvious to him. He could see its relations
to all science, to the spread of accurate know-
ledge in the world. He knew that language
is the instrument of thought, the medium of
communication, the vehicle of trush; that
whatever makes it more precise, more lumi-
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nous, more perfect, is a great benefit to all men.
How many of the disputes that have disturbed
the Church and convulsed the State have
grown out of verbal ambiguities. How much
of the dogmatism that infects philosophy as
well as religion would disappear if men would
only study and understand the history of the
words they are using. An improved and
perfected philology, based upon historical re-
search, which gives us the elements of the
words that are in our mouths every day, and
shows us how they have come to stand for
the ideas which we assign to them, is certainly
not less important to civilization than the
new chemistry which reveals to us the elements
of which physical bodies are composed. And
the ambition to carry this work of linguistic
exploration and analysis to the very highest
perfection, so that the English language may
be known in all its roots and branches, and
all its terms may be used with the greatest
possible precision, was certainly a lofty ambi-
tion. The rank which has been assigned to
this publication among literary enterprises in
this country is well known. It is only impor-
tant to remember what is said about it, in the
preface, by its distinguished editor: “The
design originated early in 1882 in a proposal
to adapt The Imperial Dictionary to Ameri-
can readers, made by Mr. Roswell Smith, Pres-
ident of The Century Co., who has supported
with unfailing faith and the largest liberality
the plans of the editors as they have gradually
extended far beyond the origmal limits.”

An instance of his large administrative
ability is seen in the reform which was made
several years ago, at his suggestion, in the
method of handling second-class matter by the
Post-office Department. Formerly the postage
on all periodicals passing through the mails
was paid by subscribers; or, if prepaid by
publishers, a separate account was made of
every copy. Roswell Smith proposed to the
authorities that the periodicals be weighed in
bulk and prepaid by the publisher. The sim-
plification of the method saves an indefinite
amount of petty detail and annoyance to both
publisher and subscriber, and doubtless has
introduced into the department a considerable
economy. :

Roswell Smith’s mind was not only large
in the scope and range of its activity, it was ex-
ceedingly fertile. His brain was teeming with
new enterprises and new methods ; suggestions
poured into every department of the business.
These were not all practicable; and when they
were not, discussion generally revealed the fact
to him. His mind was as bountiful as nature
herself in producing varieties of ideas; under
the natural selection of free debate, he ex-
pected the fittest to survive. His friends, in all

callings, are indebted to him for many quick-
ening hints. His vital mind tended to fructify
every theme that it touched. In my work as
a pastor he has often given me useful sugges-
tions, and the most popular contribution that
it has been my fortune to make to THE CEN-
TURY, “ The Christian League of Connecticut,”
sprang from a request made by him. “I want
you,” he said, “to write a kind of a story show-
ing how the Christian people of some town got
together andlearned how to coéperate in Chris-
tian work.” The elaboration of the idea was
my own, but the idea was his, and justice to
him requires this acknowledgment.

To this magazine Mr. Smith’s only literary
contribution was a brief poem, published in one
of the early numbers ; but he found pleasure, as
did many of his young readers, in two short
stories which he wrote for “St. Nicholas.”

Mr. Roswell Smith was deeply interested in
all the current movements of politics and re-
ligion. The failure of the Independents in 1884
to organize a new party he greatly deplored ;
it seemed to him that the time was ripe for a
new grouping of the political elements. The
attempt to keep the fires of sectional hatred
burning was utterly distasteful to him; he
strongly desired that the North and the South
should come to a better understanding. The
series of papers on “ The Great South,” pub-
lished in the magazine under its old name, was
suggested by Roswell Smith to Dr. Holland,
and it aided, no doubt, in bringing about a
better state of feeling. Vet this wish for more
amicable relations between the two sections
was not due to any lack of interest in the wel-
fare of the Southern negroes, as his work for
Berea College amply testifies, This institution,
on the borders of the mountain district of Ken-
tucky, in which both sexes and both races are
educated together, was one of the special ob-
jects of his care; the broad humanity of its
foundation, and the directness of its ministry
to the neediest human beings, commended it
to his sympathy. g

Roswell Smith’s interest in religion was
deep and abiding. His faith was as simple and
unquestioning as that of Faraday ; his appeal
to divine guidance in every matter of impor-
tance was as natural and habitual as that of
General Gordon. The direct intervention of
the divine power in human affairs was to him a
living reality. The institutions of religion were
his special care. Though of Congregational
origin, he was for the greater part of his
life a member of the Presbyterian Church,
and the Memorial Church of that denomination
in New York (now the Madison Avenue
church) owes much to his brave financial lead-
ership. He was not, however, the kind of man
whom any sect can monopolize : for many years
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he was the President of the New York Con-
gregational Club, and he worshiped during the
last years of his life with one of the Reformed
churches. The wish for a closer and more prac-
tical unity among the churches, which found
expressionin the suggestionabout the Christian
League, was always in his heart. He was a
vice-president, I think, of the American Con-
gress of Churches, which undertook to do some-
thing for Christian union in this country ; and,
as an officer of the American Tract Society, he
strove to rejuvenate the life and enlarge the
function of that venerable institution. One
of the books published by The Century Co.,
« Parish Problems,” revealed Roswell Smith's
desire “to do something to help the minister.”
His motive in undertaking the publication was
to make a book in which the people could be
shown how to cooperate in the work of the
local church. He wished thus to say to the
members of the church many things which they
greatly need to hear and which the minister
cannot say ; it was to be a treatise in parish
theology, to offset the instruction in pastoral
theology which the minister receives in the
seminary. This desire to serve the churches
found expression in a movement, to which he
lent his influence and his personal codperation,
to lift the load from churches which were
burdened by debt. Roswell Smith entered
upon this work with enthusiasm, and had the
satisfaction of seeing a number of churches set
free from their encumbrances.

Itis not to be supposed that this great pub-
lisher was beyond the influence of the motives
which usually control men of business. He
wanted to succeed in his business. To the ex-
pectation of wealth his mind was not inhospi-
table; but he meant to conduct his business in
an honorable way, and, more than this, he was
glad to make it tributary to higher interests.
If he could see that a given venture was likely
to aid the churches, this fact added greatly to
its attractiveness. The publication of hymn
and service books, in which he has been a
leader, was not wholly a matter of business
with him ; the purification and elevation of the
psalmody of church and Sunday-school enlisted
his enthusiasm. In the last serious conversa-
tion which I had with him, he opened to me
a great scheme with which his mind was labor-
ing— to organize the best Biblical scholarship
of this country for the translation and publica-

THE AMERICAN

RoswELL SwmiTH, from early manhood a
life-member of the American Tract Society,
was quickened to a new interest in its affairs
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tion of a popular edition of the Bible. He pro-
posed to follow mainly the suggestions of the
American revisers ; perhaps also to make such
judicious selection of Biblical material as would
better fit the Sacred Scriptures to be read
through in families. No man had a deeper
reverence for the Holy Book; but he was of
the opinion that its value for popular use might
be increased by a careful collection of its more
nutritious parts. I sought to dissuade him from
the enterprise, which he was in no condition
of health to undertake; but the bent of his
mind appears in the proposition.

It is not, however, in these specific plans
that his religious purpose was realized so much
as in his deeper intention to make all his work
as a publisher serviceable to that kingdom for
whose coming he prayed. He desired that the
two magazines, especially, should be powerful
instruments of righteousness. That the tone of
them should always be elevated ; that nothing
impure or unworthy should be allowed to ap-
pear in them; that they should never be per-
mitted to assail or undermine genuine faith or
pure morality ; that they should pour into the
community a constant stream of refining influ-
ence,— this was his central purpose, his lofty
ambition. The efforts of his editors in this%i-
rection he always heartily supported. I know
well, from many conversations with him, how
deep and serious was this desire, I should do
my friend a great disservice if T tried to con-
vey the impression that he was not a keen,
far-sighted business man; but I believe that
he was something more than this, and that all
his thoughts about business were affected and,
to some good degree, shaped by the wish and
the hope to do something for the improvement
of the world in which he lived. He meant to
be, and he believed himself to be, a co-worker
with God. The issues of the presses that he had
set in motion were spreading light and beauty,
truth and love, among men ; they werehelping
to make the world better every day, He knew
it, and gloried in it. With all the personal
satisfaction which he derived from the success
of his business ventures was mingled the deeper
feeling of thankfulness for the privilege of
serving the higher interests of his fellow-men.
Roswell Smith was not a flawless. character—
not many such long remain upon the earth;
but the works that follow him bear witness of
large thoughts, noble aims, and fruitful labors.

Washington Gladden.

TRACT SOCIETY.

when his pastor, the Rev. Dr. Robinson,became
editor of its ¢ Illustrated Christian Weekly,”
which interest culminated at the annual meet-
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ing of 1886, when on his motion a committee
was appointed “to inquire into the practical
workings of the society, and to recommend
such changes in its constitution, methods, and
management as may seem desirable.” Declin-
ing to become the chairman, he accepted the
position of secretary of the committee. The
resolution directed the committee “ to make a
thorough examination of all the affairs and busi-
ness of the society,” and as executive secretary
the burden of the duty and responsibility fell
upon him, though the whole was shared by his
associates, the Hon. Nathaniel Shipman (chair-
man), General Wager Swayne, the Rev. Talbot
W. Chambers, D. D., Chancellor M'Cracken,
the Hon. James White, and Mr. Robert Colby.

Their report was thorough and comprehen-
sive. It introduced vital changes in the con-
stitution and methods of the society. Though
not inerrant, after consideration and full dis-
cussion in two public meetings, it was in the
end adopted June 1, 1887, with few if any dis-
senting voices. The five subsequent years of
practical working have attested in the main
the wisdom of the changes then made. At
the annual meeting of the same year Roswell
Smith was elected a member of the Finance
antl Executive committees, in which he con-
tinued by succeeding elections until his decease.

His peculiar gifts as a -publisher, which
placed him easily in the front rank of the men
in that sphere, added to his desire to make
the most of his life for the Lord, and for his
fellow-men for Christ’s sake, were the prime
elements in the quickening which occurred
about 1887. The opportunity now brought

ROSWELL SMITH.

to him to put his hand to the execution of the
plans which he had desired and the society had
adopted, came to him as a providential call to
service and, if need be, to sacrifice ; and thence-
forth, whatever were the enactments of his own
extensive business, his life was freely given to
the interests of the society. His practical know-
ledge of the publishing business, fertility of sug-
gestion, sound judgment, and large acquain-
tance with and love for missionary effort made
him a most helpful member of the committee.

He was a truly catholic Christian. One of
his cherished purposes, to which he gave much
thought and personal work, was a plan for close
codperation, or even a union on some general
basis, between all the great American unde-
nominational publishing societies. But serious
illness overtook him, and of necessity he was
constrained to remove his hand from what
he hoped would be the means of furthering
and demonstrating the unity of all evangelical
Christians.

As weariness and weakness in the past two
years stealthily crept over him, from time to
time he recalled with peculiar delight his as-
sociation with the men whom he esteemed and
loved as members of the committee, and his
satisfaction in the retrospect of his work in con-
nection with the society. It is almost needless
to add that this view is most cordially recip-
rocated by the officers and members of the
American Tract Society, to which his decease
is an irreparable loss.

G. L. Shearer,

Financial Secrelary of the American Tract Sociely.

THE CONGREGATIONAL CLUB.

For six years Roswell Smith was the hon-
ored President of the Congregational Club of
New York and vicinity. For most of that time
he was a member of the Memorial Presbyterian
Church, but his membership in that church
was determined by his personal relations with
its pastor, the Rev. Charles S. Robinson, D. D.
His sympathies were heartily with the Con-
gregational churches, and his gifts for bene-
volent work- chiefly through their missionary
boards. Soon after the organization of the club
he was elected to its membership, and in 1883
was chosen President. The outlook of the club
at that time was not promising. No perma-
nent and desirable place for its meetings had
been found, and that, with other facts, had dis-
couraged many of its members. When Mr.
Roswell Smith assumed its presidency a new
and brighter era began. He brought to the
office large practical wisdom, wide knowledge
of men, and exceptional opportunities for se-

curing speakers. From the beginning of his
administration to its end the Congregational
Club offered the best program of any club
in New York whose primary object was the
discussion of topics of current interest. The
platform was always free; speakers were en-
couraged to give their honest thought, and
were not asked whether it coincided with the
views of the President or membership. One
subject in particular had an especial interest
for our President. Some time before his elec-
tion the following question had been discussed,
“Is it possible to do business on Christian
principles?” A very prominent banker, who
was also a prominent church member, main-
tained that Christian principles were one thing
and business principles another. I have never
seen Mr. Roswell Smith more indignant than
when referring to that discussion, and he was
not satisfied until it had been considered again
and he had borne emphatic testimony to his
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faith that the only way in which business can
be conducted with prospect of permanent suc-
cess is by a strict adherence to the teachings
of Christ.

The publisher of THE CENTURY, of course,
had unequaled facilities for securing the par-
ticipation of eminent authors and public speak-
ers in the discussions of the club, and few, if
any, persons whose names were prominent in
the pages of T CENTURY during his presi-
dency of the club failed, at some time, to ap-
pear at its meetings. In his intercourse with
its members Mr. Roswell Smith was always
the urbane Christian gentleman ; in his confer-
ences with its officers he was always courteous
and considerate. We felt that he gave to us
his best thought, and the club had unquestion-
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able evidence that while it honored itself by
choosing him as its President, it always had a
large place in his heart. In 188g failing health
compelled him to decline reélection to theoffice,
and while he has seldom been seen at the club
since that time, his name has often been men-
tioned with sincere and reverent regard ; and
in no organization of which he was a member
will his memory be more fondly cherished and
his loss more deeply mourned. In all the years
of his connection with the Congregational Club,
during most of which he was its President, its
members will recall not a single act or word
that was not courteous and Christian, and its
present conspicuous success is universally re-
garded as very largely due to his wisdom and
devotion to its interests.

Amory H. Bradford.

BEREA COLLEGE.

ARCHITECTS DESIGN FOR LINCOLN HALL,

Mgr. RosweLL SmrrTe’s first gift, one thou-
sand dollars, was sent through the American
Missionary Association in 1884 for our current
expenses. In June of the following year he,
with George W. Cable, attended our com-
mencement. e saw our urgent need of a
suitable building for class-rooms, library, etc.,
and remarked that we should begin making
bricks. One of our workers mentioned the dif-
ficulty of making bricks without straw. Mr.
Roswell Smith at once replied, “Put me down
for five thousand for straw.” We began making
bricks that summer, and in the end he put
twenty-five thousand dollars into a new build-
ing for us. One of the most characteristic let-
ters from the large correspondence had during
the progress of the building was written Jan-
uary 7, 1887, in. which he says: “1I hope the
college will get on without calling on me for
more money, s«¢ 1 shall be ready to respond
to calls as fast as may be necessary to keep the
work in progress, and I wish you to call onme
freely for that end.”

BY BABB, COOK AND WILLARD.

When the building was nearly completed
we asked him to christen it. He wrote to call
it % Lincoln Hall,” in memory of the poor white
boy of Kentucky who had won the hearts of
his countrymen and the highest honors they
could give.

After we had been in the building a few
months, the following letter was received:

‘“NEW YOREK, Nov. 24, '87.
¢ My DEAR MR. DonGE: I am glad to know
that the building — Lincoln Hall —meets your
needs and gives you so much pleasure. I havea
picture of it in my office, and it certainly gives
me more pleasure at present than my new house,
which I am trying so hard to get into, and can’t.
¢¢ T have written to Mr. Hartley about the bas-
relief of Lincoln, and shall doubtless be able to

advise you in that matter within a few days.
] am very sincerely yours,
f“ROSWELL SMITH.

Mr. Roswell Smith wished a bas-relief of
Lincoln to be placed in the vestibule of Lin-
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coln Hall, His next letter was in reference to
that, and is as follows: i
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‘“NEW YORK, Nov. 29, '87.
€My DEAR MR. DoDGE: I have purchased
from Mr. J. S. Hartley a bronze cast of the Lin-
coln head, duly framed, and suitable for hanging
up indoors in Lincoln Hall. . . . I hope it will
reach you before Christmas.
£ Will you kindly thank Mr. E. H, Fairchild
for his letter of Thanksgiving Day, and tell him
that he is unduly alarmed as to my health? As
Mr. Lowell said yesterday, in his address on
Copyright, ‘ We are all of us, always, just be-
ginning to live.’
‘I am very sincerely yours,
“ROSWELL SMITH.”

Besides the new building, we received from
him four thousand dollars for current expenses.

THE TIME.

His last gift and last letter came after the ex-
citing political campaign of four years ago.

¢ NEW YORK, Dec. 31, ’88.
“My DEAR FELLOW-WORKER FOR CHRIST :
I wish you a Happy New Year, and I send you
a thousand dollars for your work, which please
use (after consulting Pres. Fairchild) ¢ where it
will do the most good,’ as the politicians say, and
may the Divine Master’s blessing go with and
attend its use.
1 am yours sincerely,
““ROSWELL SMITH.”

QOur sympathies are with the family and
friends of this good man.
Very truly yours,
P.D. Dodge,

Seeretary and Treasuver,
BErEA CoLLEGE, Kv., April 21, 1892.

FroM THE REV. DR. EDWARD B. CoE'S FUNERAL ADDRESS.

IT was a fortunate circumstance, but it was
not an accident, that during a visit to Europe,
twenty years ago, his thoughts were turned
toward the literary project with which, in its
subsequent development, his name will long be
associated. I say it was not an accident, because,
as one who knew him well has stated, ‘“to be
identified with a business which had to do with
books and writers had always been his ambition.”
In other words, he was looking for a field of wider
and more direct influence and usefulness than
that which he had thus far found. Though he
was not himself a practised writer, he had a quick
sympathy with those who like himself were men

fideas and earnest desire to promote the intel-
lectual as well as the moral life of the commu-
nity.

The opportunity was precisely that which
would best meet his genius and his tastes, and
give free play to his peculiar talents. It brought
him into intimate relations with intellectual and
scholarly men, whom he needed and who needed
him. With rare tact and discernment he left
them free to do their work in their own way,
making innumerable suggestions, but never giv-
ing orders, while he inspired them with his own
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Roswell Smith.

BEH IND every successful enterprise one may be sure
there is somewhere at work, even if not always
prominently in sight, a powerful personality. The per-
sonal force— alert, original, full of initiative, insistence,
and enthusiasm—which has been from the beginning,
in 1870, up to the past year or two of illness, behind the
publishing corporation now known as The Century Co.
was that of Roswell Smith. Others may express in
these pages their impression of the man in the various
phases of his aspiration and activity. It is, perhaps,

confidence and enthusiasm, -and placed at their
service his extraordinary executive ability. He
had the utmost possible faith in his associates,
in himself, in the work which they were together
doing, in the public on both sides of the Atlan-
tic, and in the certainty of ultimate success. He
never lost heart in the darkest times. He as-
sumed immense responsibilities without hesita-
tion. He worked his way steadily through diffi-
cult negotiations. His plans were often startling
in their boldness, but his patience and persever-
ance were equal to his audacity, and the novelty
of his methods was sometimes the secret of their
success. In his dealings with other men he was
high-minded and generous often beyond the:
strict demands of justice, giving more than he
was compelled or asked to give, from a ‘convic-
tion that the Golden Rule may safely be applied
to mercantile transactions. There was, if I may
judge correctly, something statesmanlike in his
conduct of the business interests of which he
was at the head, while there was also something
romantic in his feeling about them. To his mind
The Century Co. was not a concern for making
money, but an organization for the advancement
of civilization.

THE TIME.

only necessary for the present writer to record here the
griefofall associated in business with our late President
at his untimely departure, and to say a word regarding
especially his relation to THE CENTURY MAGAZINE.
We do believe that Roswell Smith came nearer
realizing the strictest editorial idea of what the pub-
lisher and chief owner of a periodical should be to
that periodical than has often been seen in the literary
and publishing world. Trusting the persons chosen
to take editorial charge in a manner to call out all the
energies and abilities of those so generously confided
in, he spent no part of his energy in thwarting or
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diverting their control, but set all his great strength to
the task of enthusiastically cobperating with the plans
of the magazine,—making possible, by his appreciation,
courage, and loyal and liberal support, enterprises in
their way of unprecedented cost and importance.

It was always an idea—always the ideal — that,
appealing to his imagination, drew forth his deepest
and most active sympathies. It was especially ideas of
usefulness, of patriotism, of humanity, which com-
manded his most practical and zealous activities. The
famous War Series of THE CENTURY could not have
been carried on with a publisher of a timid and time-

* serving disposition. The authorized Life of Lincoln
was made available to the great mass of the people largely
through the liberality and determination of Mr. Ros-
well Smith. When George Kennan was gathering in
long and painful journeys the material for his great
work on the Siberian Exile System, his most frequent
and most sympathetic correspondent, outside of his own
family, was the busy President of The Century Co.

He not only earnestly supported the most costly and
wide-reaching plans, but from his direct suggestion
came magazine enterprises of breadth and moment.
Nor was it only in large matters that his mind was ac-
tive and helpful. In many details connected with the
appearance of the magazine he made improvements :
for nothing to him was unimportant that tended in any
way to the perfection and good repute of the publica-
tions with which The Century Co. was identified. More
important than everything else,—in addition to his
sympathetic attitude, his suggestiveness, his faculty of
invention, the fertility of his resources,—there was for
all near him a constant inspiration and spur to high-
est effort coming from his fervid faith in God and man ;
his unswerving confidence in the success of generous
methods and lofty and beneficent ideas.

To its President The Century Co. was truly an
individual, beloved as a favorite child. There was
hardly a waking hour of his life, especially after the
company entered upon a separate existence, in which
he was not pondering on and planning for its enter-
prises present and to come. When physical infirmity
weighed heavily upon him, in the last weeks of his
long and heroically endured illness, his failing power
was expressed by himself with manly and smiling pa-
thos, when, sitting one day in his old chair in his own
office, he said, “ My only contribution to The Century
Co. now is one of curiosity.” e, and all of us, well
knew that when such words could be truly spoken the
end must indeed be near.

It seems hard that there should not have been for
him an old age of rest and satisfaction in witnessing
and enjoying the fruits of such devoted labors,—labors
which were indeed essentially public in their scope and
intention. But, after all, our friend and associate had
in his life the reward of clean, congenial, and success-
ful work. He took his pleasure in his labors as they
went on ; and he had so poured his individuality into
the corporate life which was largely his creation that
he seemed to see much of his own personal energy
and individuality existing along the future in forms
of usefulness to mankind.

Roswell Smith had somewhat of the reserve at-
tributed to the New England character, and his mind
was concentrated on the principal work of his life with
peculiar intensity. Vet collectively and individually his
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business associates and employees have all and each at
various times, and in many an hour of stress and trouble,
found in him a kind, sympathetic, and generous friend.
There are men of letters in this country whose lives have
been made smoother and brighter for his faith in them,
and his friendly and substantial encouragement, prof-
fered in all respect and manliness. He has done a
good work in many ways; in a sense no one can  take
his place*’; but the spirit in which he labored will
not soon fail of inspiration for his survivors and suc-
CESSOTS.

Tt was part of the late President’s prevision and care
that his large interests should remain within the com-
pany; and that the business management should con-
tinue in the hands of his trained and chosen associates.

Growth and Change in College Education.

IN an extremelyinteresting and valuable paper which
he published in the February number of « The Educa-
tional Review,”’ Mr. Arthur M. Comey showed that
the number of male students attending 282 colleges in
various parts of the United States had nearly doubled in
the decade between 1880 and 1890, though the increase
in population during the same period had been only 25
per cent. He showed also ina series of clear and most
carefully compiled tables that between 1850 and 1890
the number of male students in these colleges had in-
creased from 8837 to 31,359 ; that while the increase
in population during that period had been 165 per cent.,
the increase in the number of students had been 254
per cent.; and that the number of students per 100,000
of population had risen from 38.1 in 1850 to 50.3 in
18g0.

In making up his tables, Mr. Comey omitted all
students in the preparatory courses of many Southern
and Western colleges, and all women in the coeduca-
tional institutions. He omitted also a few colleges on
account of low standard, and all the scientific schoals,
though he included scientific students in colleges. Had
he included the scientific schools, which have been or-
ganized almost wholly since 1860, the percentage of
increase would have been far greater than appears from
his tables. His conclusions are that the “colleges of
the country are growing rapidly,” that “there is at the
same time a decided tendency to raise the standard both
for admission and for the courses of study,” and that
these facts justify “even optimistic views of the future
of higher education.”

The figures are certainly encouraging, as showing a
constantly increasing desire among the youth of the
country to pursue their studies beyond the limits of
the public schools and seminaries. But what does Mr.
Comey mean by the term « higher education  ? That
there is a wide difference of opinion among professional
educators themselves on this point is made evident by
an article which President Gilman of Johns Hopkins
University has in the same number of “ The Educational
Review,” wherein he takes issue with General Francis
A. Walker, President of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; David S. Jordan, President of the new
Stanford University in California; and Professor Good-
win of Harvard, as to what should constitute a liberal
education. General Walker had contended that the
scientific schools were doing a work “not surpassed,
if indeed equaled, by that of the classical colleges,”
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