SOUTHERN WOMANHOOD AS AFFECTED
BY THE WAR.

FIMONG the many changes
that have taken place in
the Southern States and
among Southern people
within the past thirty years,
some of which are the di-
rect result of war, and oth-

' ers the simple and natural
development of the times, there is none more
significantand worthy of notice than the change
that has taken place in the condition, the life,
and the labor of Southern women. We refer,
of course, to the white women of the South. The
effects of the great revolution upon the negro
race, upon the white man of the South, and upon
the material and industrial development of the
former slave-holding States, have all been fully
and variously discussed. It is the object of this
paper to discuss the effects of the war, and
the changes resulting therefrom, upon the so-
cial, domestic, and intellectual life of Southern
women.

It is now a quarter of a century since the
closeof the civil war—a period sufficiently long
to show some of the important effects upon
Southernsociety of the greatrevolution through
which it has passed. Itisan error to think that
the colored race alone has been affected by the
war. The condition, life, and labor of the white
peopleof the South have been quite as seriously
affected. It would doubtless be difficult to find
an intelligent Southernwhite man who does not
believe that the emancipation of the colored
slaves has had a most salutary effect upon the
Anglo-Saxon race.

But we wish to inquire especially as to how
the great changes of the past thirty years have
affected Southern womanhood. Have they
proved a misfortune or a blessing to the gentler
sex ? Certain it is that the life and work of
woman in the South are in many important re-
spects very different now from what they were
_before the war, The young woman of to-day
grows up under conditions and with enyiron-
ments vastly different from those which sur-
rounded her mother and grandmother in their
early days. We wish to compare and contrast
the life, and condition, and work of woman as
they are now in the South with what they were
in ante-bellum times. Surely there hayve been
great changes in the education and the work
of women everywhere, at least throughout the
English-speaking world, during the past thirty
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years, and many of these would have reached
and materially affected the life of Southern
women had there been no civil war and no
emancipation of slaves, It would be illogical,
therefore, to assert that the cause or the ex-
planation of every change that contrasts the
life of Southern women now with what it was
formerly is in the peculiar events that have
taken place in our late history.

We might conveniently divide our subject
intothesethree heads: (1) the Southern woman
before the war; (2) the Southern woman dur-
ing the war; (2) the Southern woman since the
war. Were this our mode of presenting the
subject, it would be to give three pictures of
the same woman, and not of three different
women. The virtues that adorn and ennoble
the Southern woman of to-day find their expla-
nation and orngin largely in that womanhood
which for the last fifty years and more has
been the product and the pride of the Southern
people. No matter what may be one’s sym-
pathy with or prejudice against the institution
of slayery, there is no denying the fact that
American civilization has nowhere produced
a purer and loftier type of refined and cultured
womanhood than existed in the South before
the war. Nowhere else in America have hos-
pitality and social intercourse among the bet-
ter classes been so cultivated or have consti-
tuted so large a part of life asin what is called
the old South. These large and constant social
demands upon Ssuthern women, growing out
of the hospitable customs of the old plantation
life, made the existing conditions very favor-
able for developing women of rare social gifts
and accomplishments. Tn native womanly
modesty, in neatness, gri =t; a4 beauty of per-
son, in ease and freedom sut boldness of
manner, in refined and - sinds, in gifts
and qualities that shone & in the social
circle, in spotless purity [ Jiof it and char-
acter, inlaudable pride © fainily & 2d devotion
to home, kindred, and loved oies-——these were
the qualities for whi a Southern women were
noted and in which 7 excelled. That the
Southern woman of  :-bellum times lacked
those stronger qualitits of character and mind
that are born only of trials and hardships and
poverty and adversis: may be granted. That
she contributed less in-labor, especially manual
labor, to the support and economy of the house-
hold than women in like financial condition
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elsewhere may also be granted. But this was
not because she was unable or unwilling to
work, but simply because it was unnecessary.
Before the Southern woman had passed through
the four years’ fiery ordeal of war, the virtues
of character, of head and heart, that are born
of adversity were all richly hers,

But the Southern woman’s most trying pe-
riod came only after the war, terminating as it
did in the loss of nearly all property, in the
entire breaking up of the old home life, and in
the emancipation of the slaves, who had always
relieved white women of the more unpleasant
duties that would otherwise have long fallen
to their lot in the economy of domestic life.
Thousands upon thousands of delicate and
cultivated women who had never done any
of the harder and more disagreeable duties
of domestic and home life, universally per-
formed by the slaves, were now compelled to
enter upon a life of drudgery and hardship
for which nothingin their previous training had
prepared them. If in prosperity, wealth, and
luxury woman is weaker and frailer than man,
when adversity comes she is stronger than man,
stronger in heart and purpose, stronger toadapt
herself to unfortunate circumstances and to
make thebestof them. Indeed,itisnotuntil ad-
versity comes that we know how strong a crea-
ture woman is. Many a trouble that utterly
crushesstrong man transforms weak womaninto
a tower of strength. Never did wom@n have a
better opportunity to show this strength than
at the close of the war, and right nobly did she
meet the emergency and set herself to her work,
encouraging and inspiring with hope Southern
men, too many of whom had lost heart with
their lost cause. It was the heart, the hope, the
faith of Southern womanhood that set South-
ern men to working when the war was over,
and in this work they led the way, filling the
stronger sex with utter amazement at the readi-
ness and power with which they began to per-
form duties to which they had never been used
before. The wonderful recuperative energies
of the Southern people since the war, as mani-
fested in the present wide-spread prosperity of
the Southern States, is recognized and admired
by all; but who can tell how largely this is due
to Southern womanhood? Wasitnotthe brave-
hearted wife that inspired the despairing hus-
band when the war had ended to go to work
and redeem his lost fortune, happy enough her-
self that she had a living husband to work with
her, since so many of her sisters had to fight
the battle with labor and poverty alone, while
their husbandsslept in the soldier’s grave? Was
it not the ambitious and hopeful sister that in-
spired her soldier brother, the unconquered and
unconquerable maiden that inspired her dis-
heartened lover, when the war was over? And
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was not this womanly inspiration the rost po-
tent factor that entered the problem of the white
man’s immediate future in the South? Nor has
woman’s part in the up-building of the South
been one of inspiration simply. It is the work
which her own head and hands have accom-
plished that we wish to speak of more particu-
larlyin this paper; not her influence upon other
things, but the influence upon herof the changes
of the last thirty years. How then has South-
ern womanhood been affected by these great
changes ?

Some time since, in order to arrive at astrue
an answer as possible to this question, and in
order to find out what Southern women them-
selves thought upen it, the writer selected from
the range of his acquaintances in three different
States some half-dozen representative Southern
women, and addressed to them the following

QUESTIONS.

1, At the end of a quarter of a century since
the close of the war—a period sufficiently long
to furnish some true basis for a comparison and
a judgment —is it your opinion that the emanci-
pation of the slaves and the numerous other re-
sults of war affecting the Southern people have
proved a blessing or a misfortune to the woman-
hood of the South? Has woman’s lot, her life and
labor, been affected favorably or unfavorably by
the changed conditions?

2. What effect have these changes had upon
woman'’s education in the South? Wherein does
the education of young women differ now from
what it was before the war? Is it more thorough
and extensive now than then? Do a larger num-
ber of young women in proportion to population
seek and obtain the benefits of seminary and col-
lege training now than then? and if so, how does
this apply to the various grades of society — the
rich, the middle, and the poorer classes? Is a
larger number of young women acquiring an
education now than then with a view to using
their education for self-support? and if so, does
this have a tendency to make them any more ear-
nest and thorough in the prosecution of their
studies than when few, if any, ever expected fo
make any practical use of their education? The
relative importance attached to * the useful ¥ and
the merely ‘“‘ornamental” in female education
then as compared with the present. The so-called
“higher education of woman?” then and now.
The tendency to develop literary women then as
compared with the present.

3. What change, if any, has taken place in
woman’s attitude toward work and self-support,
and in public sentiment with reference to this
question, throughout the South ? Have the effects
of this change been good or evil to Southern
women, or wherein good and wherein evil ? What
of the respectability of self-support then and now ?
— can the Southern white woman work now, with-
out forfeiting her social standing, in any way in
which the public sentiment of ante-bellum times
would discount her social standing if she engaged
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in such work or self-support? What of the num-
bers and kinds of vocations open to woman then
and now, and the pay given her for her work?
4. How have the changed conditions affected
woman’s domestic and home life in the South —
the pleasures and trials of housekeeping, the ser-
vant problem, and other features of home life
that may occur to a woman ? Wherein has social
life as it affects woman undergone any change
in the South? What do Southern women think
of “woman’s rights”? What are woman’s true
place and work in the economy of human life?

The reader will be interested in the an-
swers which these questions elicited from the
thoughtful women to whom they were ad-
dressed. We make no apology, therefore, for
occupying a large portion of this paper with
quotations from the answers received in reply
to the foregoing questions. We quote first
from one of the least hopeful of all the replies
received. It is from a Virginia lady who comes
of a literary family, has long lived at one of
the leading literary centers of the South, is an
authoress herself, and a contributor to the pe-
riodical literature of the day. She writes:

The theme that you present is an intensely in-
teresting one to me. As to whether the changes
resulting from the war have proved a blessing
or a misfortune to Southern women —1 think
there never were nor can be any purer, nobler
women than those who lived in the South during
the days of slavery and thewar. And it is because
the Southern woman isthe same creature now that
she was then that she has not been injured by the
hard conditions of the present. Woman’s educa-
tion has advanced with mighty strides during the
last fifty years, but freeing the slaves has had
naught to do with it. There are ever so many
more literary women now than then — not that
there was not equal literary taste in old times,
but there was needed the goad of poverty to force
the Southern women from the loved retirement
of the domestic circle into the gaze of the pub-
lic. The changed nature of domestic service is
altogether evil in my eyes. Young housekeepers
have a much harder time now, comparing my
daughtet’s trials with those of my own young life,
though we had our annoyances from servants
then. The middle and lower classes who never
owned slaves and were inured to labor have been
much lessaffected by the changes introduced into
domestic life since the war. As to the respectabil-
ity of self-support in woman, sensible people were
the same in the old times as in the new, but the
necessity-for a woman supporting herself rarely
ever existed then. Brothers and male relatives
never used to suffer female members of their
families to toil, as seems a matter of course now.
If woman must struggle for self-support, it is de-
lightful to contemplate the many avenues open-
ing up to her whereby a livelihood may be gained.
I think the tendency of the times is to broaden
greatly the sphere of feminine activity. The
social life of woman in the South has in my
judgment changed very greatly for the worse,
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in that much less deference to womankind is en-
tertained by the rising generation of young men.
Ordinary attentions are withheld from young
ladies, and escorting’ them spoken of as a bur-
den in a manner shocking to one brought up in
a former and more chivalrous generation. Asa
whole, theny I fear I must decide that the present
conditions of society in the South are not most
conducive to woman’s happiness and best estate ;
but so confident am I of the ability and disposi-
tion of Southern women to rise superior to cir-
cumstances, that Ineither worry over their present
nor tremble for their future.

We next quote from a most intellectual and
thoughtful Tennessee lady of threescore and
ten years and more. She writes from a home of
wealth, refinement, and literary and moral cul-
ture. Five generations of her family have lived
in the same home, and her grandchildren to-
day eat their meals almost over the same spot
where her grandmother ate—which circum-
stance has few parallels in the South, or in any
other part of the country. Her home, once
two miles ¢ in the country,” is now in the midst
of a populous city of a hundred thousand
inhabitants, which, for its literary culture and
its numerous educational institutions, is justly
titled ¢ The Athens of the South,” She writes:

The women of the South were characterized
by a certain refinement and elegance of manner,
the result of generations of wealth and freedom
from toil. The same qualities are discernible in
their descendants, even in those who were im-
poverished by the war. I do not think, as some
do, that white children were contaminated by
association with negroes. I believe the finer na-
ture always maintains the ascendancy over the
coarser. There has been improvement in the
physical development of woman in the South,
but it is due, not to the abolition of slavery, but
to the advance which has been made in the study
of hygiene and the introduction of the gymnasium
into the schools. Women receive better educa-
tion now than before the war, spending, on an
average, four years more in the school-room now
than then. As a rule our Southern academies
thirty years ago graduated girls at sixteen, and
often younger. The crowning glory of the present
age is that every woman is free to develop her
own personality. Formerly the ultimatum of a
Southern girl’s existence was marriage, and an
old maid was an object of pity. Now, thanks to
the public schools, any girl, however humbly
born, may secure an education and by the force
of her intellect command an honorable position
in the best society; and if she does not marry
it is because she has not met a man who is her
equal in mental culture and at the same time
more able to take care of her than she is to take
care of herself.

You ask, ¢ What of the respectability of self-
support then and now ? " 1 answer thatin the two
cities with which I am familiar the most popular
women in society are self-supporting women —
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teachers. The women of the present day, more-
over, haying been compelled in many cases to
give personal attention to cooking, have made
an intelligent study of the subject, and it has
now become one of the fine arts. Mistress and
servants have come to recognize their dependence
on one another, and in most families«<he relations
between the two parties are regulated by mutual
forbearance and good will. In social life the topics
of conversation are far more varied and more

elevating, in consequence of the general spread

of education and literature. The time is past
when a woman can entertain her friends with a
detailed account of her latest illness, or can dare
to bore them with a recital of the precocious say-
ings and doings of her children. Still, I say, and
I hope all my sisters in the South will say with
me, far distant be the day when the women
of this country will lay aside the modesty and
delicacy that so well befit them and undertake
to compete with men in business, or in public
and political life.

Let us place by the side of this letter from
a Southern grandmother the views of a young
woman who has come to maturity within the
past ten years, and who therefore represents
the new generation of young Southern women,
who believe in the new order of things, and
have no bitter memories of the past. She
writes:

There is no point perhaps wherein the South-
ern ideal of woman has changed so much as in
the nobility of helplessness in woman. Before
the war, so far as I have been able to learn from
contact and conversation with those whose know-
ledge and experience antedate my own by many
years, self-support was a last resort with respect-
able women in the South, and such a thought
was never entertained so long as there was any
male relative to look to for support, and men
felt responsible for the support of even remote
female relatives. So deeply embedded in South-
ern ideas and feeling was this sentiment of the no-
bility of dependence and helplessness in woman,
and the degradation of labor, even for self-sup-
port, in the sex, that I have heard of instances
where refined and able-bodied women would al-
low themselves to be supported by the charity
of their friends rather than resort to work for
self-support—and this not because they had any
reluctance to work, but because livelihood by
charity seemed to them to be the more respect-
able and honorable alternative of the two. Such
instances may not have been very numerous, but
they were at least of frequent enough occurrence
to show the strong prejudice that existed in the
South before the war with reference to white
women working. Of course this does not mean
that the thousands of wives, mothers, and house-
keepers throughout the South did not perform
the duties incident to their situation. It was sin-
gle ladies, and thosewho had no means of support
within their own homes, whom public sentiment
forbade to work for self-support; or if they did,
it was at the expense of injuring or entirely for-
feiting their social standing, and hence was ‘to
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compromise themselves and their families. Now,
on the contrary, a woman is respected and hon-
ored in the South for earning her own living, and
would lose respect if, as an able-bodied woman,
she settled herself as a burden on a brother,
or even on a father, working hard for a living,
while looking to more-distant male relatives for
support is now quite out of the question. As a
woman is now respected and honored, rather than
discounted socially, for earning her own living
when necessary, the field of labor for women is
constantly widening. While she would not injure
her social position by earning a living at any call-
ing open to her sex, yet, socially, teaching and
other forms of literary work have the advantage,
and are to be preferred. Other callings, though
not exactly tabooed by the sex, yet have such ob-
jections to them as would cause a young woman’s
friends to ask, ‘“What makes her do that?
Could n't she get a place to teach?” This in-
creasing tendency among women to earn their
own living by teaching has raised the standard
of thoroughness in female education to some ex-
tent, though much isstill to be desired, especially
in the larger schools, where girls are too often
sent to be ‘“ graduated ” rather than to be edu-
cated. Southern people, having passed through
the financial reverses of the war, now realize as
never before that a daughter’s bread may some
day depend upon herself, and so they want her
well educated. And as a thorough knowledge
of a few things is a better foundation for self-sup-
port than a mere smattering of many accomplish-
ments, there is more tendency toward specialties
in woman’s education than before the war.

I am inclined to think, however, that there
were proportionately a larger number of cultivated
women in the South before the war than since.
On the old Southern plantations women were
thrown more on their own resources than in the
crowded cities toward which Southern life and
wealth now tend, and so were sent to the fine
old libraries for that daily diversion the modern
woman gets on the streets or in the frivolous so-
cial circle. Southern people before the war used
to keep ‘“ open house ” the year round, and were
always ready to welcome a guest for the sojourn
of aday or the visit of a month. This constant en-
tertaining of refined and cultured people brought
the Southern woman in contact with the best
thought of the day and magnified her office as
the center of the social and home circle. This
necessity of cultivating conversational, literary,
and social gifts whereby she might be at her
ease in entertaining her guests led her to attain
to a standard and ideal of social culture far
too seldom seen in the Southern women of the
present day. With the loss of wealth, and with the
changed domestic service, the hospitalityofformer
times became an impossibility after the war, and
with it went some of the grace of manner and
conversation that had been developed by constant
practice in the Southern woman before the war.

There are not many Southern girls reared
entirely since the war who could express them-
selves more clearly and forcibly than this young
woman has done in the above quotation. It
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will only add to the value of her views to say
that she belongs to a family that stands socially
among the best in the community where she
resides, and herfinancial circumstances are such
that she has never been under the necessity of
working for her own support— which fact ren-
ders her statements concerning the honor and
social respectin which genteel women working
for self-support are held all the more worthy
of acceptance, because they are not biased by
her own condition in life. -

Everything is entirely changed to our South-
ern women since the war [writes another cor-
respondent from one of the Carolinas whose
memory of better days before the war and whose
trials and tribulations in housekeeping and in
providing a support for herself and others since
the war make her the representative of another
class of Southern women whose views she very
faithfully portrays] — I mean, of course, our cul-
tivated women. From being queens in social life,
mistresses of large families, providers, guides, and
disciplinarians of large households, and dispens-
ers of a lavish and royal hospitality, they became
after the war, in many instances, mere domestic
drudges, and wore their lives out in trying to find
the wherewithal to keep actual want outside their
doors. This class of Southern women, it is true,
are now rapidly passing away, and their vacant
places are being filled by their daughters and
granddaughters, whose lot is happier and whose
future is hopeful and promising. But the history
of Southern womanhood as affected by the war
cannot be faithfully told without presenting in all
their dark outlines the trying and terrible experi-
ences through which the great majority of our
noble women have had to pass during the quarter
of a century that has intervened since the close
of the war.

It is the domestic and home life of woman that
has been most seriously affected by the great
changes that have come over the South. In the
days of slavery the Southern housekeeper had
about her trained and competent servants who
rendered her implicit obedience, knowing that,
if they did not, they would be at once remanded
to the harder labors of the plantation. To have
to exchange these trained house-servants for the
incompetent, ever-changing, and worthless hired
servants that took their places after the war was
indeed a great trial. Many a refined woman,
living in affluence before and during the war,
was now compelled through poverty to perform
all her household duties herself, or if barely
able to hire help, it was only the cheapest and
most worthless that she could secure, to man-
age whom was often more vexatious and trying
than to perform all duties herself. The servant
problem is becoming less annoying, but even
now many a Southern woman’s leisure is con-
sumed in teaching incompetent servants or in
doing their neglected work ; and if perchance she
succeeds in training one to a point where efficient
and satisfactory service is rendered, every house-
keeper knows by unhappy experience how liable
such a servant is to decide suddenly to quit work
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or to enter another’s employ — and she may leave
at night (especially if she has been overpaid)
without any warning that she will not return for
breakfast the next morning. And so the South-
ern women of recent years have had numberless
trials and vexations in these and other lines never
dreamed of by their mothers. To exercise the
hospitality of former days has become an impos-
sibility in most households, a tax to spirit and
nerve that cannot be borne, Visitors are notnow
expected to take a meal or to spend a day except
by special invitation. ‘“Old things” in this re-
spect have passed away.

Woman’s opportunities for work have in-
creased. The number of single women who sup-
port themselves, and of married women who help
their husbands in supporting their families, is
much larger than before the war, and this class
of women is more respected than in ante-bellum
times. The number of vocations open to women
is of course much larger than before the war, but
the value in money of woman’s work isshamefully
depreciated. No matter what work a woman does,
men will not pay her its full value, not half what
they would pay a man for the very same work.
There is proof of this unjust discrimination in
almost every female college in the South where
men and women are employed to do the same
or equal work as teachers, not to speak of other
callings where they are performing exactly the
same work for very unequal wages.

If then we look at this question concerning
Southern womanhood in the light of the present
and of the more hopeful future, rather than of
the past succeeding the war, I can say that in
my judgment the freeing of the slaves and the
changed conditions of life resulting from the war
have proved a blessing to the white women of the
South. Ithas taughtthem the value ofactual labor
with theirown hands; it has taught them that the
hardships and trials of life teach useful lessons, and
have their rewards. It has proved to them that
poverty does not necessarily degrade, that culture
and refinement may preside in the kitchen, mold
the biscuit and watch the griddle, turn the steak
and bake the cake, but that wisdom and economy
must be constantly exercised or there will be little
time for anything but these homely duties.

We next present the views of a gentleman
who has been an educator of Southern girls for
the past forty years, and is at present at the
head of one of the largest and most prosperous
female colleges in the South, having enrolled
during the past year over four hundred pupils.
The fact that he has had large experience, both
in ante-bellum and post-bellum times, in female
education, and has been a diligent student of
every problem pertaining to Southern woman-
hood, entitles his views to serious consideration
in a discussion of this theme, He writes:

I am firmly persuaded that the effects of the
war in the emancipation of the slaves have been
of the most salutary character in their influence
upon the social, the intellectual, and the moral
development of the white women of the Southern
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States. The abolition of slavery has, in the first
place, freed white children in their earliest years
from the contaminating and degrading contact
with negro associates, such as was universal in
the best families in ante-bellum times. Onereared
under such associations has only to recall his own
recollectionsof the demoralizing influence of daily
and hourly contact with a race of narrow intellect
and of low moral development to realize at once
what a great and beneficent change has been pro-
duced by the total disruption of those damaging
ties. The association was good for the negro, be-
cause hewas, on the whole, being lifted to a higher
plane, but his elevation was purchased at a fear-
ful cost to the unwitting whites. 1 do not mean
to declare that this demoralizing influence was
exerted to such a degree as seriously to threaten
the higher civilization with collapse and over-
throw, but that it was preventing the full develop-
ment of the capabilities of the dominant race will,
I think, be admitted by all thoughtful observers
and students of social phenomena.

With respect to the education of girls, I think
it has been very materially improved by the
changed conditions. Before the war my pupils
were very largely from the wealthy class of South-
ern planters. They were reared in affluence, had
no necessity, and therefore no expectation or de-
sire, to turn their education to any practical ac-
count in the way of bread-winning, and hence
did not choose the studies calculated to aid in
the struggle for self-support. Insaying this I am
not reflecting on the individual pupils, who as a
class were of the highest social and moral worth,
but the whole framework of society forbade the
thought of self maintenance on the part of women.
The South still clung to the chivalric interpreta-
tion of woman’s position, as a kind of superior
being to be carefully guarded from therude asper-
ities of every-day existence. Now this state of
affairs is necessarily changed by the enforced im-
poverishment of the Southern women. Asa con-
sequence the class of girls who realize the neces-
sity of doing something for their own support has
largely increased. They have become more ear-
nest in their prosecution of education ; they adopt
and pursue with energy courses of study calcu-
lated to equip them for active and remunerative
service in the world ; they manifest a more en-
lichtened interest in the great world-problems
that agitate modern society, such as the move-
ments of moral reform, the operations of govern-
ment, the enlarged forms of Christian activity in
the churches, like the work of foreign missions;
they are more interested in the industrial and
educational development of the South than was
the case before the war. The proportion of girls
seeking a collegiate education has increased, and
it is my opinion that they remain longer at col-
lege than in former times. Theincrease is largely
in the middle classes. Before the war the educa-
tion of girls in college courses was, so far as my ob-
servation extended, restricted very much to the
daughters of the wealthier people. I then had no
pupils preparing for their own support. But now
I think it safe to say that twenty-five per cent.
of our girls lock to supporting themselves when
they leave college, and this notwithstanding the
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fact that the wealthiest classes are now, as then,
among my patrons. The result of this increased
number of women seeking self-support has been
to make them more earnest and diligent in the
prosecution of their studies.

In reference to housekeeping problems now as
compared with former times, it is my judgment
that the freedom of the slaves has rendered the
domestic life of woman more pleasant. The free
man or woman is found to be as good or better,
as a worker, than the late slave in a like position.
The ability to read and write has been seen to
enhance very greatly the value of certain classes
of domestic servants., Servants, on thewhole, are
as docile and as easily controlled as when they
werein bondage, while the freedom of both parties
enables the person hiring to dispense at will with
an unprofitable and disagreeable servant. Under
the old system of hiring by the year, he who
made a bad bargain in securing servants had a
year's purgatory in consequence of his mistake,
while now an hour’s notice may terminate the
unpleasant relationship. Nor, if a disagreeable
servant was owned and not hired, did this pre-
vent him from being a source of ceaseless vex-
ation and annoyance to those with whom he had
to do. I think, as a consequence, that the domes-
tic life of our Southern women is relieved of one
ofits most annoying and demoralizing elements. I
have yet to hear the first Southern woman lament
the freedom of the negro.

As to the effect of the great change upon the
social life of woman, I will simply say that in
my judgment there is less of the foolish reliance
upon aristocratic antecedents in the society of the
South, and a more noticeable tendency to accept
people upon their intellectual and moral quali-
ties and personal merits than in former times.

The views presented by these writers repre-
sent fairly, in my judgment, the different phases
of opinion existing in the South with reference
to the question under discussion. It is doubt-
ful whether refined womanhood has ever in the
history of this country endured such trials and
hardships, especially in domestic life, as the
women of the South underwent during the ten
years immediately succeeding the war. But
they were equal to the severe ordeal, and out
of it they have come stronger in character and
all the better prepared for the new conditions
under which they now live and labor.

If there is anything for which the white peo-
ple of the South have occasion to be devoutly
thankful during this closing decade of the nine-
teenth century it is that the incubus of slavery
has been lifted from their shoulders, and there-
by the most serious obstacle to their highest
prosperity and development as a race has been
removed. Those who fought for the freedom
of the slaves did so that they might bless the
negro race, and whatever blessings have come
to them, or may in the future come to them,
from their emancipation, are a cause of gratifi-
cation to the whites among whom they live,
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as well as to themselves; but the most notice-
able result which has thus far come from their
emancipation is its effect upon the white race
of the South, who, deprived of theirslaves, have
been thrown upon themselves and their own
resources, and, thus forced by necessity, have
gone to work in industrial and intellectual lines
as they never would have done had slavery con-
tinued, and have already produced more in
these twenty-five years in the development of
a literature and of various wealth-producing
industries than in all their previous history. In
recognizing and emphasizing the great advan-
tages that have come to the white race by the
freedom of their slaves, we are surely making
no reflection upon our fathers and mothers who
believed in, and tried to perpetuate, a system
which they inherited, and whose evils they
largely mitigated by their kindness and benevo-
lence—a system originally introduced among
them not more by their own volition and seek-
ing than by the slave-trading ships of England
and New England seeking among them a mar-
ket for their captive slaves, but which system,
though open to just condemmation and des-
tined to inevitable overthrow, was yet carried
on by them with such consideration for the
slaves that, in spite of all attendant evils and
all individuad cases of cruelty and oppression,
those who entered their servitude as unciv-
ilized pagans of the lowest order were, during
the period of their bondage, transformed into
creatures of such intelligence and moral char-
acter that the general governmentof the United
States considered them,immediately upon their
emancipation, worthy to be invested with the
right of sufirage, and all other privileges of
American citizenship along with the Anglo-
Saxon race. The women of the South, with
rare exceptions, treated their slaves with a con-
scientious sense of moral responsibility for their
welfare, and with a consideration and kindness
far above that which hired servants, in any
country, generally receive from their mistresses.

The growing respectability of self-support
in woman is everywhere recognized as one of
the healthiest signs of the times. The number
of vocations open to women is constantly on
the increase. Some modes of self-support are,
and always will be, socially more respectable
than others. In the report for 1888 of the Com-
missioner of Labor concerning the number and
condition of working-women in the large cities
is the following concerning Charleston, South
Carolina :

In no other Southern city has the exclusion of
women from business been so rigid and the tra-
dition that respectability is forfeited by manual
labor so influential and powerful. Proud and
well-born women have practised great self-denial
at ill-paid conventional pursuits in preference to
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independence in untrodden paths. The embargo
against self-support, however, has to some ex-
tent been lifted, and were there a larger number
of remunerative occupations open to women, the
rush to avail of them would show how ineffectual
the old traditions have become.

A similar report for 1890 would show rapid
changes and advancesin public sentiment con-
cerning the respectability of self-support in
women, and would reveal that the “ embargo”
had, in most parts of the South at least, been
entirely removed.

1f we look at the South as a whole,and not
at individual portions of it, it is unquestionably
true that the great changes which the past thirty
years have witnessed have wrought most fa-
vorably upon the intellectual life of South-
ern womanhood. The conditions under which
Southern women now live are far more favor-
able for developing literary women than those
existing in the days of slavery. In 1869 a vol-
ume was published by Mr. James Wood David-
son entitled “The Living Writers of the South,”
inwhich 241 writers are noticed, of which num-
ber 75 are women and 166 are men. Of the 241
named, 40 had written only for newspapers
and magazines, while 201 had published one
or more volumes, aggregating 739 in all. Al-
though this book was published only four years
after the close of the war, it was even then true
that from two thirds to three fourths of the vol-
umes mentioned in it as having been published
by women—not to speak of the others —
had been written and published after the open-
ing of the war. They had been called forth by
the war and the trying experiences following
it. Whether the changed conditions under
which we live have anything to do with it it
is nevertheless certainly true that there have
been more literary women developed in the
South in the thirty years since the war than in
all our previous history. By literary women
of course we mean those who are writing and
producing literature, not mere women of cul-
ture and education.

One of the best results [says the author of this
volume], I believe the very best result, of the
war was its influence in awaking and developing
dormant genius. Many, aroused by the stringent
necessities incident to such times, have bestirred
themselves to think, to create thoughts and to
give utterance to them. Many have learned in
suffering what they taught in song. Many sprang
at a bound from the nothingness of ordinary life
to the true sphere of aspiring and gifted genius,

. . The contrasts in the life of Southern wpm-
anhood between the leisure and luxury of ante-
bellum times and the trials incident to the war
and subsequent to 1t, between the unawakened
dreamy ease of peace and happiness and the posi-
tiveness of a genius fully aroused, are in every
sense striking and significant,
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Of a certain authoress he says:

Prior to the late disastrous war this lady, in
virtue of her personal accomplishments and social
position, ranked among those who gracefully dis-
pensed the elegant hospitalities of an ideal South-
ern home. The close of the war found her in the
midst of the wrecks of that society to whose re-
fined intercourse her talents had conspicuously
contributed, shorn of her husband and her prop-
erty ‘“at one fell swoop,” and apparently utterly
cast down. But from these very circumstances
of desolation came a new birth. The vivacious
woman of society, driven by the spur of necessity,
appeals to her pen, and the result is a discovery
which, but for her distress, would probably never
have been made by the public or herself, viz.,
that she has very remarkable gifts for narrative
description and other kinds of literature.

The fact that so large a proportion of the
young women now attending Southern colleges
are securing an education not for ornament but
foruse, not for social culture merely butin prep-
aration for self-support, has had the very nat-
ural effect of making them more earnest and
diligent in the prosecution of their studies. A
much larger proportion of college girls comes
now from the middle and poorer classes than
formerly. Many of the poor girls of the South
to-day are the daughters of educated parents
whose property was swept away during the
war, their culture surviving the loss of home
and property. And what will an educated and
refined mother not do, what sacrifices will she
not make, in order that her daughter may have
the benefits of an education ? If poor she will
practise the most rigid economy and submit
to the severest personal self-denial if thereby
her daughter is enabled toenjoy the advantages
of an education; and many are the Southern
mothers who since the war have done this, and
more, to give their children an education. And
there are many noble instances in which an
elder daughter, having been thus educated
through the labor and economy of her parents,
has generously requited their loving self-denial
in her behalf by#eing to work herself and
helping each of##¥5 younger sisters to obtain
the education “1 2h their parents were anxious
but unable t*&1v% them.

It is Victo 'ﬁgo who has called this * the
century of wr'dan.” It is certainly an age that
has witnessed great changes in the life, educa-
tion, and labor of women everywhere ; and
these changes have all been in the direction
of enlarging the sphere of woman’s activities,
increasing her liberties, and opening up possi-
bilities to her life hitherto restricted to man.

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
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It is a movement limited to no land and to no
race. So far as this movement may have any
tendency to take woman out of her true place
in the home, to give her man's work to do and
to develop masculine qualities in her, it finds no
sympathy in the South. The Southern woman
loves the retirement of home, and shrinks from
everything that would tend tobring herinto the
public gaze. The higher education of woman,
which hasbeenso widely discussed of late years,
and to encourage and promote which such
noble schools for women as Wellesley, Vassar,
Smith,and Bryn Mawr have been founded, and
somany greatmale universitiesin the Northand
in England thrown open to them, isduly recog-
nized and felt among the young women of the
South. This w1de-5p1 ead aspiration of Southern
young women for broader culture finds expres-
sion in the eagerness with which they are seek-
ing admission into the best of the higher
institutions provided for males, and this not be-
cause coeducation finds favor in the South,—
for it is, perhaps, less encouraged here than in
any other part of the United States, though the
prejudice against it is weakening somewhat,—
butonly becausethere isnohigheri institution of
learning for women which provides for themthe
extensive facilities and broad culture furnished
by at least a few institutions forgroung men.
Many feel that the greatest educational need
of the South to-day is of an institution that
will provide for young women as thorough an
education and as broad a culture as is pro-
vided for young men at the University of Vir-
ginia, the Vanderbilt, or the Johns Hopkins—
an institution that will not be in competition
with any existing female collegein the South
but will hold itself above them all by establish-
ing and rigidly maintaining high condii of
entrance as well as of n _
pride will be the quality of the work it
does, not the numberof pupils it enrolls, though
numbers would also come in due course of
time. The active, earnest, vigorous young
womanhood of the South is demanding such'
an institution. Surely a demand so just and a.
need so widely and seriously felt cannot
long unmet. Where is the philanthropis :
will bless his own and succeeding generatwns,; I
and make himself immortal in the good he vﬁﬂa g
do, by giving to the young women of the South
a Smith College, or a Wellesley, or a Vassar ?
Is it possible that a million dollars could be
spent in any way where it would accomphsh
more goodsthan in founding such an institu-
tion for the daughters of those noble women
of whom we have written 2.

Wilbur Fisk 2}!&#
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and this mortgage is the only record by which such an
interest is traceable.

The last place of my search was the office of the
Register of Deeds in New York city, Little thinking
to find anything of importance there, I found the most
definite and interesting of all the records. In Liber 32
of Conveyances, at page 368, is a copy of a document
which is in form a post-obit, and is curious enough
to be repeated here in words and letters as it stands
upon the record-book:

RECORDED for Capt. William Bryant of the City of
New York, Mariner, this zoth day of May Anno Dom.
1743.

KNOowW ALL MEN by these presents that I Time Shel-
ley of Newark In America, Merchant, my heirs &c am
held and firmly bound unto William Bryant of the City
of New York in America, Marriner in the sum of Two
hundred pounds of Sterling money of Great Brittain to be
aid to the said William Bryant, his certain attorney,
“xecutors, Administrators or assigns, to which payment
well and truly to be made and Done I do bind my Self
my heirs Executors and administrators and every of
them firmly by these presents. Sealed with my seal dated
the six day of December In the ninth year of the Reign
of our Sovereign Lord George the Second by the grace
of God King of Great Britain, France and Ireland De-
fender of the faith and so forth and in the year of our
Lord One Thousand Seven hundred and thirty five.

‘THE CONDITION of this obligation is such that if the
above bounden Time Shelley his heirs Executors or
administrators shall and do well and truly pay or cause to
be paid unto the above named William™ Bryant his cer-
tain Attorney Executor administrators or assigns the full
and just sum of One hundred pounds sterling money of
Great Brittain aforesaid and that so soon as he the said
Time Shelley shall be possessed of an Estate of the value
Two hundred pounds a year sterling which now belongs
to his father John Shelley of Fenn place in the county of
Sussex in Great Brittain Esq. and that without fraud or
further Delay then this obligation to be void and of none
effect otherwise to be and remaine in full force and virtue.

TiMe SHELLEY [Seal].

Sealed and delivered in the presence of JOHN SHUR-
MUR and THO. NIBBLETT.

MEMORANDUM that on the Twenty-eighth day of May
Anno Dom. 1743 personally appeared before me John
Cruger Esqre Mayor of the City of New York Thomas
Nibblett of the same city victualler and made oath upon
the Holy Evangelists ufy Almighty God that he was pres-
ent and saw the within named Timothy Shelley sign seal
and deliver the within written Bond or obligation as his
Voluntary Act and Deed and that he the ﬁeponcm to-
gether with John Shurmur Did at the same time sub-
scribe their names as witnesses thereto.

: Joun CRUGER,

It will be observed that this bond was not recorded
until more than seven years after its execution.

The father of Timothy had died in 1739, and, presum-
ably, Timothy had returned to England, taking with
him his children John and Bysshe,and had entered upon
the enjoyment of the “ Estate,” at least as guardian of
the interests of a lunatic elder brother. The prudent
mariner, since he was careful to put it on record, prob-
ably as soon as he learned that Timothy had left the
colonies, doubtless enforced his bond in England
against the Newark merchant, “his heirs, executors,
or administrators.” It may have been the enforcing of
this obligation which created the report that Timothy
Shelley had absconded from his creditors on this side
of the water, but, reasonably considered, that should
not, and no other record doees, reflect discredit on his
honest dealing in America.

Joln Malone.

“Southern Womanhood as Affected by the War."

My circumstances, before and since the war, have
enabled me to judge clearly and impartially, I think,
of the ability and fairness of the views and conclusions
of Dr. Tillett in his important paper in the November
CENTURY entitled “ Southern Womanhood as Aflected
by the War.” A Southern boy, educated in Pennsyl-
vania, and when a man married toa New York woman,
and subsequently the president of one of the most im-
portant of the Southern female colleges, I can confirm
almost everything on the subject that has been said by
the author of the article and the correspondents whom
he so freely quotes.

But there is one thing I know, which Dr. Tillett
could not know, because he is so much younger a man,
and has had his observations almost entirely confined
to the South. For instance, he cites the fact that be-
fore the war self-support was never thought of by
young women of good social standing in the South,
and that their male relatives would never have allowed
it. Was not that just as true of the North? Since
reading the article I have reviewed my recollection of
the state of affairs in social life, and I cannot recall a
single girl of all my college acquaintances of whom that
was not just as true as of the girls I had known in my
boyhood in the South. TFifty-three years ago I came to
New York, and the same was true of all the young
ladies with whom I became acquainted here. Not one
pursued studies that had any reference to self-sup-
port. I can recall the names of a number of leading
families in the city, which then terminated on the north
at 14th street. There was not a father in any house-
hold I entered who ever expected his daughter to be-
come self-supporting ; not a young man who, if the idea
had been suggested to him, would not have regarded
his sister as forfeiting social position if she had sought
to “make her own living.” Thirty years ago I first
saw England, and the same was to a large extent true
of social life there. I am sure that at that time no titled
lady would have dreamed of opening a large millinery
establishment in Regent street, London.

But now that is all changed. The last quarter of a
century has altered woman’s relative social condition
in all lands, and Southern women have shared the
general progress; and it is more remarkable in the
South because young women in high social life there
occupied a position very nearly that of the daughters
of the English aristocracy, though their circumstances
were suddenly and startlingly changed by the results
of the war.

I can confirm the opinion of the distinguished edu-
cator whom Dr, Tillett quotes and whom I think I
know. While I was president of the college in North
Carolina “I had no pupils preparing for their own
support.” In 1853 M. W. Dodd, then a publisher
whosestore was in “ Brick Church Chapel,” which stood
where the ¢ Times ” building now stands, published a
little book of mine entitled ¥ What Now ?” It was an
address to my graduating class of that year, a class
composed of young ladies, the danghters of wealthy or
well-to-do planters and professional men. After the
war the American Tract Society desired to republish
it, and, in preparing it for the general public of young
women just beginning life, the changes I was com-
pelled to make to fit the book for its new mission show
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very strikingly the changed condition of young woman-
hood even then.

Now, as one of Dr. Tillett’s correspondents shows,
and as T havelearned from other sources, the standard of
scholarship has been greatly advanced in Southern col-
leges for women. Now “twenty-five per cent. of the
girls look to supporting themselves when they leave col-
lege.” Of course “#key are most earnest and diligent
in the prosecution of their studies.” It is to be pointed
out that two things are resulting from this: (1) that
large numbers are pursuing less the ornamental and
more the useful studies; (2) that the effect of their
better scholarship in both departments is to stimulate
powerfully the other students. So while the present
generation of Southern girls can never become lovelier
than their charming grandmothers, the new order is
producing a larger class of better-educated women.

Charles F. Deems.

The Steering of Yachts.
I. A SUGGESTION.

UNDER the heading, the “ Evolution of the Modern
Yacht,” appeared in the ¥ North American Review "
for October, 1891, an article over the signature of Lewis
Herreshoff, praising the model of the Gloriana. Of the
form of that craft I have nothing to say either in praise
or censure, because I have never seen her. If she can
outsail yachts of a different shape, that fact conclusively
proves that hers is the better. Only one of the author’s
points do I wish to criticize. In praising the steering
qualities of the Gloriana he says:

In vessels of the usual form, when driven by fresh
winds the water is piled up against the lee bow, and,
owing to the bluff part of the bilge being wholly or par-
tially immersed, the water it displaces forces the bow of
the boat strongly to the windward, giving the vessel a
tendency to luff, or turn toward the wind. This *luff-
ing " influence of the lee bow must be counteracted by
the rudder, resulting in labor for the helmsman and loss
of speed for a double reason, the obstruction caused by
the piling up of the water of displacement under the lee
bow, and the drag on the boat by the rudder, seeing that
it must be carried at an abnormal angle to produce the
required effect.

If a boat or vessel at any time, whether running free
or close to the wind, carries a weather helm, no mat-
ter how slight, the tendency in this direction will be
increased as the breeze freshens, causing her to careen
more and more. It is not difficult to find the reason
for this. The farther the vessel lies over on her side,
the less becomes the steering-power of her rudder. If
we could suppose her to move on after she lay upon
her beam-ends, and still have a tendency to turn her
bow to the wind, the helm might be placed hard up,
but it would be powerless to counteract the luffing in-
fluence, because, when in a horizontal position, the rud-
der has lost all its steering-force, although it is still a
drag on the boat.

The rule is the same whether the boat is sailing in
rough or smooth water, and whether she has a bluff
bow or a sharp one. The scow and the yacht are gov-
erned by the same principle ; namely, when the rud-
der is in the nearest to a perpendicular position that it
ever gets,—it the stern-post is raking, it will be always
somewhat inclined,—it exerts the greatest steering-
force ; when it reaches a horizontal position, it loses its
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capacity to steer altogether; and as it leaves the per-
pendicular and approaches the horizontal, it steers with
diminished power; and, consequently, “must be car-
ried at an abnormal angle ” to do its work.

It will be observed that I have been stating the ef-
fect of the increased careening of the boat, and the.con-
sequent change of the position of the rudder on its
steering-power alone. I have not been accounting for
the tendency of the boat to luff under certain circum-
stances, but only for her apparently increased disposi-
tion to turn her head to the wind as she lies over on
her side more, when the wind freshens, owing to the
diminished steering-power of her rudder as it ap-
proaches a horizontal position. The main cause of this
tendency to luff is the action of the wind on her sails.
When the boom of a sloop is swung out to leeward,
the influence of the breeze on her mainsail is the same
as the finger of the spinner on the spoke of the spin-
ning-wheel, it turns her around toward the wind—
gives her a tendency to luff. If, while the saik remains
at this angle with the keel, the increase of the breeze
causes the boat to careen more, then the rudder loses
some of its steering-power, and “must be carried at an
abnormal angle to produce the required effect.”

A result reached in a “rather obscure but interesting
manner ”’ is not quite so profitable as one the causes of
which are clearly seen, and hence the above suggestion.

Isaac Delano.

1I. COMMENTS BY MR. HERRESHOFF.

MR. DELANO has made an excellent beginning in the
science of steering by his study of the action of the rud-
der, but if it be his desire fully to perfect himself in
that art, closer observation will be required. The
proper office of the rudder, as a factor in steering a
sailing-vessel, is to create an equilibrium amongst sev-
eral opposing forces, so that the desired control may be
maintained over the movement of the vessel.

The careful designer seeks so to adjust the various
factors that go to make up the proper balance of a
yacht that the action of the rudder will be sufficient to
counteract any excess that one force may exert over
another. The chief thing to be done is to place the
center of effort of the sail-area in proper relation to the
center of lateral resistance of the hull. This is about all
the designer can do; he trusts to the good sense of the
master of the vessel to trim his sails properly, and to
keep them in as good condition as to fit and setting as
possible, all of which has marked influence on steering
qualities.

The general proportions of the hull have a direct
bearing on facility of steering, and the form also ex-
erts more or less influence in the circle of forces that
enter into the problem. Now if these various forces
would remain always in the same relation to each other,
steering would be easily performed; but with every
change in the force of the wind and in the angle of in-
clination of the hull, new combinations are formed, and
even new forces may be set up, so that the problem of
steering, which might seem simple when considered as
the rudder’s work alone, really becomes often difficult
and complex. Yachts of the “ English type” nearly
always carry a lee helm, when sailing close-hauled or
slightly free, in fresh breezes ; yachts of the old Ameri-





