SOME

NEW WASHINGTON RELICS.

I.—FROM THE COLLECTION OF MRS. B. W. KENNON.

of Tudor Place, George-
town, D. C.,is preserved
a most interesting collec-
tion of relics of Martha
Washington ; a collection
considerably enhanced in
| value by the fact that the
owner, Mrs. Brittania W, Kennon, is the oldest
living descendant of Mrs. Washington, and
therefore nearly allied, not only by right of
kinship, but of years, to that especial period
which gave to these articles an historic value
—this relationship affording indeed a direct
source of information, obtained from Mrs, Ken-
non’s mother, Mrs, Martha Peter (24e Custis),
of much that otherwise had been lost, or ren-
dered less certain through successive tradition.
In the will of Mrs. Washington occurs the
following, “/tem » 1 give and bequeath to my
granddaughter, Martha Peter, my writing-
table and the seat to it, standing in my cham-
ber.” This little writing-table is of mahogany,
quite plain in design, according to the fashion
of the period, and fitted above with sliding
doors disclosing oddly shaped compartments.
The accompanying stool is about two feet
square, and raised only eleven inches from the
floor; the seat is worked in wools upon coarse
canvas, the monogram “M. W.,” done in
browns and yellows, appearing upon a black
background. In this desk, at the time of Mrs.
Washington’s death, were found the only two
existing autograph letters written to her by
General Washington after their marriage.
Sparks, the historian, was permitted to copy
one of these letters for publication, while the
other and pendant, written on the eve of
General Washington’s departure from Philadel-
phia to Boston, to take command of the Con-
tinental army, is now first made public:

PHILADELPHIA, June 23d, 1775.

My Dearest: As [ am within a few minutes of
leaving this city, [ could not think of departing from
it without dropping you a line ; especially as I do
not know whether it may be in my power to write
again til 1 get to the camp at Boston. 1 go fully
trusting in that Providence, which has been more
bountiful to me than I deserve, and in full confi-
dence of a happy meeting with you some time in the
fall.

I have not time to add more as | am surrounded
with company to take leave of me. I retain an un-
alterable affection for you, which neither time or
distance can change. My best love to Jack and

T4

T the beautiful old mansion Nelly, and regards to the rest of the Family, con-

cludes me with the utmost truth and sincerity
Yr entire
G. WASHINGTON.

Mrs. Kennon’s collection contains also some
notable portraits from life of General and Mrs,
Washington and John Parke Custis. These
portraits, which are done in miniature, and
the interesting articles here shown, are now
engraved for the first time.

G. W. P. Custis, in his “ Recollections of
Washington,” says: “ Washington was a bad
sitter. It annoyed him exceedingly to sit at
all, and after every sitting he was wont to
declare this must be the last.” It is, therefore,
no slight tribute to Mrs. Washington, or shal-
low compliment to her gentle finesse, that the
credit for so large a number of his portraitures
is due her. While to Mme. de Brienne, Mrs.
Powell, and the indefatigable Mrs. Bingham is
given rightful meed of thanks for overcoming
this natural inclination, to these names is added
still another in presenting this hitherto un-
known miniature by Robertson, the execution
of which was inspired by a request made on
the part of Miss Martha Custis upon the eve
of her marriage to Colonel Peter in 1794, when
she wrote to General Washington at Philadel-
phia that the wish nearest her heart was to
possess his likeness—a declaration calling
forth an exquisite sense of humor in the reply
that he would, with pleasure, comply with her
request and sit for his miniature, but he never
could think the wish nearest a young girl's
heart on the eve of marriage was to possess
an old man’s picture. This sense of humor is
again made evident in his answer to a letter
containing a similar request from her sister,
Miss Eliza Parke Custis, bearing date of Phila-
delphia, September 14, 1794, and beginning,
“When you are as near the pinnacle of happi-
ness as your sister Patsy conceives herself to
be”; and again: It not being within the
bounds of probability that the contemplation
of an inanimate thing, whatever might be the
reflections arising from the possession of it,
can be the only wish of your heart.”

The Peter miniature, painted upon ivory, is
given with an exquisite delicacy and coloring,
especially in the treatment of the eyes, which
are of light grayish-blue, accurately according
with Stuart’s remark, as quoted by G. W. P.
Custis, regarding his own portraiture of Wash-
ington in oil, that he would paint them of a
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deeper blue, and “in a hundred years they will
have faded to the right color.” The coloring
of the complexion, generally of a delicate
tinting in miniatures, 1s slightly deepened, cor-
roborating the authority of Mr. Custis, who
asserted his complexion to have been “both
fair and florid.” The Washington portraits have
onenoticeable characteristic: the nationality —
the atmosphere, so to speak—of the artist has
ever left unmistakable trace in varying sub-
tlety. The Ceracchi bust is like that of a Ro-
man conqueror ; the De Brienne portrait bears
the air of the Louis; the medallion of sil-
ver, set in crystal, presented to Mrs. Peter
by Mme. Greuhm, widow of the Prussian
minister, although a copy, acquires an un-
mistakably Teutonic cast; while this new min-
iature by Robertson, which Mrs. Peter pro-
nounced good except for a certain sternness of
expression, bears the impress of its Scotch de-
lineator. The loss of General Washington's
teeth gave adifferent appearance to the mouth,
and the under lip is far less prominent than in
the Stuart portrait. The President had dis-
carded the set of sea-horse ivory teeth, which
produced this disfigurement in Stuart’s picture.
Indeed, Prince de Broglie, recording the per-
sonal appearance of Washington, says, “ The
face is much more agreeable than represented
in his portrait.” Again,a contemporary writer
in the London “New Monthly Magazine”
says, “ It was observed to me that there was
an expression in Washington’s face that no
painter had succeeded in taking ”; remarking
later, “ His mouth was like no other that I ever
saw ; the lips firm, the under jaw seeming to
grasp the upper with force, as if the muscles
were in full action when he sat still.”

Taken, therefore, together with the facts that
he was both a loath and a bad sitter, one can
more readily account for the sternness of ex-
pression in Robertson’s miniature, as well as in
other portraits. Yet withal the work bears an
expression of calm benignity and command,
and reflects great moral character, perfect re-
pose and self-containment— qualities notably
attributable to Washington. The miniature
shows him in the Continental uniform of blue
and buff, with powdered hair, and with the fine
white ruffles which Washington always wore in
preference to lace. The reverse is of enamel
of a deep blue, holding a pearl-encircled reli-
quary containing locks of the hair of Nelly
Custis and of G. W. P. Custis, the whole being
finished with a band of gold, which originally
was clasped with a conforming circlet of pearls,
since reset in other form.

The two miniatures of Mrs. Washington
in Mrs. Kennon’s collection were painted at
widely varying periods in her eventful life, and
together with the Stuart portrait—which in
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point of time forms, as it were, a connecting link
—afford a most interesting study in transition
in a notably interesting physiognomy. One, by
an unknown artist,—and many artists of excel-
lence in both miniature and oil portraiture
found their way to the colonies,— depicts her
at about the time of her marriage to Colonel
Washington. The coloring indicates the light-
ened mourning of her first widowhood: the
gown is of lavender, of that peculiar tinge
accentuating to a pure complexion, with a
draping of rich lace, large in pattern, after the
fashion of flamboyant brocades then in vogue ;
clasping this lace at the breast is a butterfly
with outstretched wings; while a veil of lav-
ender net, caught with a single strand of pearls,
falls from the slightly powdered hair. The
fleckings of a darker color on the veil are of a
peculiar shade of green, repeated upon the
creamy wings of the butterfly.

On the reverse of this miniature is depicted
the face of Mrs. Washington’s son, John Parke
Custis, whose untimely death at the age of
twenty-seven, of camp fever contracted while
he was serving as aide-de-camp to General
Washington at the siege of Yorktown, proved
as deep an affliction to the noble commander
as to the devoted mother. In strong contrast
to the obverse is the treatment in this minia-
ture, delicacy yielding to depth—a handling
well admissible, because of the olive, health-
tinged complexion, deep blue eyes, and dark,
unpowdered hair of the subject. The coat is
of myrtle green velvet, with red collar and gold
buttons, the same glittering material outlining
the arabesqued embroidery upon the high
white satin vest, while full créped frills of sheer
white muslin add lightness and accentuation
of effect. The excellent business qualities de-
veloped by John Parke Custis, and doubtless
inherited from his mother, who ably directed
the management of the large estates on the
Pamunkey, were held in high esteem by Gen-
eral Washington. He confided much to his
stepson’s discretion, but took pains to send
him advice from time to time with characteris-
ticclearness. Amongnumerous letters between
them appears the following, dated Philadel-
phia, June 19, 1775, which has direct relation
to the foregoing letter, written to Mrs. Washing-
ton just four days later, announcing his imme-
diate departure to Boston.

My great concern upon this occasion is the thought
of leaving your mother under the uneasiness which
| fear this affair will throw her into; I therefore
hope, expect, and indeed have no doubt of your
using every means in your power to keep up her
spirits, by doing everything in your power to pro-
mote her quiet.

1 have, I must confess, very uneasy feelings on
her account, but as it has been a kind of unavoid-
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able necessity which has led me into this appoint-
ment, | shall more readily hope that success will
attend it and crown our meetings with happiness.

At any time, I hope it unnecessary for me to say
that I am always pleased with your’s and Nelly’s
abidance at Mt. Vernon, much less upon this occa-
sion, when [ think it absolutely necessary for the
peace and satisfaction of your mother—a consider-
ation which I have no doubt will have due weight
with you both and require no arguments to enforce.

We now turn to the miniature of Mrs. Wash-
ington here engraved, painted at the request of
Mrs. Peter of Tudor Place, and for which she
sat to R. Field at Mount Vernon in 1801, just
one year after the death of General Washington
and one year before her own. We find her at
the time of the painting of this miniature, in
the sixty-ninth year of her age, still directing
all domestic affairs, presiding at her table as
formerly, and receiving the many distinguished
people who came to do homage at the tomb of
Washington and pay honor to his widow.!

Notwithstanding her numerous duties and
her advanced age, Mrs. Washington found op-
portunity to undertake a great deal of handi-
work, of which, among other specimens extant,
are twelve embroidered chair-cushions, four
of which she gave to each of her three grand-
daughters, Mrs. Law, Mrs. Peter, and Mrs.
Lewis. Mrs, Lewis gave one of these to La-
fayette during his last visit to this country, and
it was placed in the American Room at La
Grange. These cushions are executed upon
coarse canvas in a design of shells, done in
brown and yellow wools, the high lights being
flecked in gold-colored silk. The netting of
fringe also continued to be a favorite handi-
work and was applied to the trimming of coun-
terpanes, one of which is at Tudor Place.
Ample and charming illustration of the beau-
tiful home life at Mount Vernon, and of its
domestic requirements, is given by the append-
ed letter, of which only extracts have pre-
viously been made public. It was written by
the wife of Colonel Edward Carrington to
her sister, Mrs. Fisher, at Richmond, to whose
son, George D. Fisher, Esq., the writer is in-
debted for the privilege of printing it.

MounT Vernon, November 22, 1799.
When near you, my dear Nancy, I have often a

1 By the kindness of Colonel II Stoddard Johnston
we are permitted to quote the following paragraph re-
ferring to this portrait, from the diary of ?ohn Pintard,
who visited Mount Vernon on the 31st of July, 1801 :
¢ The left-hand room as you enter contains a portrait
of Colonel Washington, drawn by Peale in 1775, in
his provincial uniform — blue, red facings, and silver
lace; a small cocked hat disfigures the countenance,
which bears striking traits of the Washington features ;
Mrs. Washington is an accompaniment, 3{ length;
a family piece of the Lafayette family —the lady
mutilated on the left side ofy the face, lge marquis a
striking resemblance —a present from him; Savage’s
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great passion to express my feelings in an episto-
lary way : how can it be wondered at, then, that
now, when more than a hundred miles from you, this
propensity should still exist, particularly when
seated at a spot of all others best calculated to pro-
duce a letter most acceptable to you? We arrived
here on the 2oth, just in time for dinner, after a
pleasant journey, made more than ordinarily agree=
able by a continuation of fair weather, which enabled
us to make several pleasant callson my friends who
are agreeably scattered on the way from Fredericks-
burg to Alexandria (that is to say, if you take the
road up the Potomac). Yes, wearrived at this ven-
erable mansion in perfect safety, where we are ex-
periencing every mark of hospitality and kindness
that the good old General’s continued friendship to
Colonel Carrington could lead us {o expect. His re-
ception of my husband was that of a brother. He
took us each by the hand, and, with a warmth of
expression not to be described, pressed mine, and
told me that 1 had conferred a favor never to be for-
gotten in bringing his old friend to see him ; then,
bidding a servant to call the ladies, entertained us
most facetiously till they appeared.

Mrs. W , venerable and kind and resembling
very much our Aunt A——; Mrs. Stewart, her daugh-
ter-in-law, once Mrs, Custis, with her two young
daughters, Misses S——, all pleasant and agreeable ;
Mrs. H. Lewis, formerly Miss P d, of Richmond ;
and last, though not least, Mrs. L. Lewis. But how
describe her? Once | had heard my neighbor, Mrs.
Tucker, give a romantic account of her when Miss
Custis,—how herlovely figure, made doublyinterest-
ing by a light fanciful summer dress, with a garland
of flowers she had entwined and an apron full she
had selected, came in to throw at her grandmother’s
feet,—all which I considered as a fanciful effusion of
my friend’s romantic turn of mind; but now when |
see her the matron,—for such her situation makes
her appear,—lovely as nature could form her, im-
proved in every female accomplishment, and, what
is still more interesting, amiable and obliging in
every department that makes woman lovely and
charming, particularly in her conduct to her aged
grandmother and the General, whom she always
calls Grandpa, I seem actually transported on be-
holding her! Having once seen her as she passed
through our town seemed to give me a claim to her
kindness, and her attentions are unremitting.

November 27.— After visiting most charmingly
for a week my numerous friends in and about the
city, we returned to this revered mansion. Iam
well pleased that my letter was not ready for the
post, as | have much to say and am really delighted
that our first visit was shortened, so that our pres-

profile of the President and Mrs. Washington; young
Custis and Lafayette. There are several prints, medal-
lions, and miniatures of the President in the house,
none of which please Mrs. W. She does not think
Stuart’s celebrated painting a true resemblance.
A miniature drawn last winter or spring by a Mr.
Robert Field, now in Washington, of Mrs. W. is a
striking likeness. She is drawn to please her grand-
children in her usual long-eared cap and neckerchief,
that they may see her, as she expressed it, in her every-
day face. Mr. Field executes capital large miniatures
of the President at $50 each without the framing.”
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MINIATURE OF

WASHINGTON IN CONTINENTAL UNIFORM
ON IVORY.

ence is of more consequence to this amiable family
than it would have been before.

It is really an enjoyment to be here to witness
the tranquil’ happiness that reigns throughout the
house, except when now and then a little bustle is
occasioned by the young Squire Custis when he re-
turns from hunting, bringing in a ‘¢ valiant deer,”
as he termsit, that Grandpa and the Colonel will de-
vour: nice venison I assure you it is, and my taste
in seasoning the stew is not passed unnoticed, while
the whole party, | won’t say devour it, but do it
ample justice. My mornings are spent charmingly,
alternately in the different chambers ; first, an hour
after breakfast in the room of the mvalld dressing
the pretty little stranger, who is the delight of the
grandmama. Then we repair to the old lady’s room,
which is precisely on the same style of our good old
aunt’s, that is to say, nicely fixed for all sorts of
work. On one side sits the chambermaid with her
knitting ; on the otherside a little colored pet learn-
ing to sew ; an old, decent woman with her table
and shears cultlng out the negroes’ winter clothes ;
while the old ladydlreclstl'len‘l all, incessantly knit-
ting herself, and pointing out to me several pair of
nice colored stockings and gloves she had just fin-
ished, and presenting me with a pair half done, begs
me to finish and wear them for her sake. Her net-
ting, too, is a great source of amusement, and is so
neatly done that all the younger part of the family
are fond of trimming their dresses with it, and [
have furnished me with a whole suit so that [ shall
appear a la domestigue at the first party we have
when we get home. It is wonderful, after a life
spent as these good people have necessarily spent
theirs, to see them in retirement assume domestic
manners that prevail in our country, when but a
year since they were forced to foregoall these inno-
cent delights which are so congenial to their years

Vor. XL.—3. ‘
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and tastes, to sacrifice to the parade of the drawing-
room and the levee. The recollection of ¢ these
lost days,” as Mrs. W calls them, seems to fill
her with regret, but the extensive knowledge she
has gained in this general intercourse with persons
from all parts of the world has made her a most
interesting companion, and having a vastly reten-
tive memory, she presents an entire history of half
a century. The weather is too wintry to enjoy out-
door scenes, but as far as | can judge ina view from
the windows, the little painting we have seen that
hangs up in my friend Mrs. Wood’s drawing-room
furnishes a good specimen. Everything within
doors is neat and elegant, but nothing remarkable,
except the paintings of different artists which have
been sent as specimens of their talents, Ithink there
are five portraits of the General, some done in Europe
and some done in America, that do honor to the
painters. There are other specimens of the finearts
from various parts of the world, that are admirably
executed and furnish pleasant conversation. Be-
sides these, there is a complete greenhouse, which
at this season is a vast, a great source of pleasure.
Plants from every part of the world seem to flourish
in this neatly finished apartment, and from the ar-
rangement of the whole I conclude that it is man-
aged by a skillful hand, but whose I cannot tell:
neitherthe General nor Mrs. W seem more inter-
ested initthan their visitors. We have met with no
company here, but am told that scarcely a week
passes without some, and often more than is agree-
able or convenient. Transient persons, who call
from curiosity, are treated with civility, but never
interfere with the order of the house, or with the
General’s disposition of time, which is as regular as
when at the head of the army or in the President’s
chair. Even friends who make a point of visiting
him are left much to themselves ; indeed, scarcely see

MINIATURE OF MARTHA WASHINGTON, PAINTED IN 1801,
SIGNED “‘R. F.
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MIRROR FROM MT. VERNON, FRAMED IN MAHOGANY AND GILT,

him from breakfast to dinner, unless he engages
them in a ride, which is very agreeable to him.
But from dinner to tea our time is most charmingly
spent; indeed, one evening the General was so fas-
cinating, and drew my husband out into so many
old stories relating to several campaigns where they
had been much together, and had so many inquiries
to make respecting their mutual friends, particularly
Kosciusko and Pulaski, who have always corre-
sponded with Colonel C , whose c haractersafford
great interest, that it was long past twelve when
we separated. At breakfast | feel quite at home,
everything is so plain.

The remainder of this interesting letter is
unfortunately missing. But the pen picture
given is elaborately minute in order to supply
the most exacting detail of those peaceful days.

Relics of the handsome gowns worn by Mrs.
Washington upon state occasions,and nowcare-
fully preserved at Tudor Place,show hertaste to
have been striking and effective, but governed
by a sense of artistic propriety which yielded
to harmoniousness of general effect, though
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partaking, as was the vogue, of the vividness
of coloring emanating from the court of Ver-
sailles. Especially observable is this in her
wedding gown, a costume of yellow brocade,
flamboyant in pattern, rich in texture, the loop-
ings of the skirt outlined by falls of fine white
lace of a now obsolete pattern, while the pet-
ticoat was of white silk interwoven with silver.
The shoes worn with this splendid drapery
were of purple satin trimmed with silver,
Among the relics of gowns worn by Mrs.
Washington during the first presidency, and
which still retain a notable freshness of color-
ing notwithstanding the lapse of years, is one
with a ground of golden brown, just escaping
tan, traced in a rich brocading of deep scarlet
roses, pale blue forget-me-nots, and tulips
shading through rose-madders to a reddish
purple. A portion of this superb gown was
used to cover a low arm-chair of walnut,
studded with brass nails, which Mrs. Washing-
ton sent to Mrs. Peter upon the birth of her
first child, and her own first great-grandchild,
M. E. Eleanor Peter. General Washington
noted his personal appreciation of the event
by presenting to the little great-grandchild
herself a coral with golden bells,

The remnant of another gown is brocade
of a rich and scintillant, though not vivid,
green. A portion of this same gown was used
to cover a quaintly shaped mahogany fire-
screen formerly in service at Mount Vernon,
and still doing duty in a like capacity at Tudor
Place, although the silk thus used is so faded
that it bears no resemblance to the original
stuff except in the figures of the brocading.
That simplicity also held place in Mrs. Wash-
ington’s taste 1s shown by a bit of India mus-
lin delicately sprayed with embroidery and
now yellow with age. This material is so fine
in texture that the whole robe might easily
have been compressed within the grasp of two
small hands.

Three dainty fans, once used by Mrs. Wash-
ington, grace the cabinet at Tudor Place.
The mounts of these are all of French de-

CAMP-STOOL AXKD FEWTER
DURING

PISH USED BY WASHINGTON
THE WAR,
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sign, while the carved ivory sticks are of Chi-
nese workmanship. One portrays in delicate
water-colors a “ Watteau-Olympian™ scene of
goddesses and mortals; the reverse is a maiden
beneath a fruit tree. Another holds a design
in tulips and old-fashioned garden glories,
which lend themselves so well to decoration
in natural colors. The third and last, done
in the style of a frieze, bears a portrayal of the

0

of affectionate remembrance to General and
Mrs. Washington by the French officers of the
Revolution. The “ Cincinnati” and the * M.
W.” china both came from this source ; and a
beautiful set was presented to General Wash-
ington by the unfortunate Count de Custine,
which was made upon his estates in France.
The graceful ornamentation upon this last-
mentioned service is done in gold arabesques

CUP AND SAUCER OF THE “M. W." CHINA.— CONCH-SHELL BUTTONS FROM WASHINGTON'S COAT.— CORAL AND

BELLS GIVEN BY WASHINGTON

artsand handicrafts; the reverse isan arabesque
in gold. The ground in each is of parchment.
The table service in Mrs. Kennon’s pos-
session is not less interesting. In a letter to Dr.
Cochran, inviting Mrs. Cochran and Mrs. Liv-
ingston to dine with him at headquarters at
West Point, and dated August 16, 1779, Gen-
eral Washington says in frank amusement:

When thecook has a mind to cut a figure, which
I presume will be the case fo-morrow, we have two
beefsteak pies, or dishes of crabs, in addition, one
on each side of the center dish, dividing the space
and reducing the distance between dish and dish to
about six feet, which without them would be nearly
twelve feet apart.

A pewter platter held at Tudor Place as a
part of the General’s camp equipage measures
thirty inches across.

Indeed the bonhomie inspired by -Mount
Vernon hospitality may have led, in part, to
the frequent selection of sets of china as a form

TO HIS GREAT-GRANDCHILD.

and garlands of delicate pink roses and fine
blue flowers; the monogram “ G. W.,” also in
gold, is upon a background of yellow clouds,
and is surmounted by a wreath—an allegory,
after the florid fashion of the day, to represent
Washington, crowned with roses, rising through
the clouds.

Very similar to the set sent to Mrs. Wash-
ington by the French officers is the « M. W.”
china presented to her by the General’s early
friend Mr. Van Braam, but the latter service
is, if possible, the more tasteful and elaborate
of the two. Within each of the fifteen ellip-
tical double links enchaining these pieces is
painted the name of one of the first fifteen
States, each link being outlined in delicate
color, while upon a ground of gold, defined by
a green laurel wreath and thence diverging to
a sunburst, is the entwined monogram “ M.
W.”: beneath is traced, in colored letters,
“ Decus et Tutam enabillo,” The cups in this
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set, in contradistinction to the other “ M, W.”
china, have double handles and lids; these
lids are surmounted by gilded ornaments, from
which radiate diverging rays,

The state dinner and tea services in white
and gold, used by General Washington during
the presidency in New York and Philadelphia,
and later at Mount Vernon, show plainly his
simplicity of taste —a quality recorded at
length in numerous letters directing the se-
lection of furniture and table appointments,
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may be plated ware, or anything else more fash-
ionable, but not more expensive. If [ am defective,
recur to what you have seen on Mr. Morris’s table
for my ideas generaily.

And later, under date of Margh 1, 1790

Since my last to you, dated the 13th of October,
I have removed to a larger house (the one lately oc-
cupied by the Count de Moustier), enlarged my table
and, of course, my guests ; let me, therefore, request
the favor of you to add two piecesto the number of
plateaux required in the above letter, and ornaments

TWO OF MRS, WASHINGTON'S FANS.

and especially made evident during the first
presidency, when increased social obligations,
as part of the official duties assumed, rendered
necessary an establishment in accord.

It was early in the autumn of 1789 that
General Washington relegated to Gouverneur
Morris, then in Paris, the final choice of a
suitable plateau to be used upon the occasion
of state dinners, within these accurate bounds:

Will you then, my good sir, permit me to ask the
favor of you to provide and send to me, by the first
shipbound to this place or Philadelphia, mirrors for
a table, with neat and fashionable, but not expen-
sive, ornaments for them, such as will do credit to
your taste ? The mirrors will, of course, be in pieces,
that they may be adapted to the company (the
size of it, I mean). The aggregate length of them
may be ten feet; the breadth two feet; the panels

equivalent, for it will take these 7iz addition to what
| before asked to decorate the present table.

The writer further requests that “ fourteen
of what I believe are called ‘patent lamps,’
together with accompanying glasses, also be
sent, the same not to cost more than three
guineas apiece”; recording, with evident sense
of gratification, “ These lamps, it is said, con-
sume their own smoke, do no injury to the
furniture, give more light, and are cheaper
than candles.”

The required lamps, which, together with
the other articles, duly arrived, were of brass,
neat in design, and decorated with an Ionic
border. A number of these lamps are treasured
at Tudor Place, where in years past they were
intermingled with groups of potted plants and



SOME NEW WASHINGTON RELICS. 21

articles worthy of especial mention
a pair of candlesticks of chaste design,
which are accompanied by tall, oddly
shaped glass shades, formerly used to
keep the light from flaring, or from be-
ing blown out by draughts. With these
may also be included the caddy-spoon
and cream-jug used by Mrs. Washing-
ton, a pair of salt-cellars, and various
waiters, oval in shape and resting
upon claw feet, for holding dishes of
preserves. The articles of crystal con-
sist of wine-glasses of a now obsolete
pattern, tumblers, decanters, goblets,
and water-glasses. In the fireplace of
the east drawing-room at Tudor Place
rest the brass andirons which were in
General Washington’s room at Mount
Vernon at the time of his death, while
in another apartment hangs a mirror,
one of two dissimilar in design, also
formerly in use at Mount Vernon, and
: framed in mahogany and gilt.
T In connection with the conch-shell
buttons shown in an accompanying
used as a decoration upon the occasion of illustration, thestory is told of General Wash-
balls. Here also are preserved the ornaments ington that one day, while walking alone in the
selected by Mr. Morris and accompanying the streets of Philadelphia, he was accosted by a
plateau, and which consist of three large groups poor Italian, who, ignorant of the personality
done in a white composition capable of very addressed, continued to follow and importune
high polish,together with numerouslesser
single figures of Parian marble. The
plateau itself is described as consisting
of “six large silver-plated waiters, those
at the ends being a half-oval to conform
in arrangement with the end of the table;
the waiters between the end were in the
form of parallelograms, the ends about
one-third part of the length of the sides.
On the outside of the oval formed by
these waiters were placed the various
dishes, always without covers, and out-
side the dishes were the plates.” General
Washington deeming this plateau as not
in consonance with the simpler style of
hisretirement, he disposed ofit, retaining,
however, the ornaments, which were
used at Mount Vernon upon a plateau
consisting of an oblong mirror set in a
frame of carved rosewood, which ex-
tended some two inches above the sur-
face of the glass. The plateau and its
accompanying figures, together with
the numerous articles of Washington
plate, crystal, and china at Tudor Place,
allow of an almost exact reproduction
of the table at Mount Vernon,
The Washingtonsilver owned by Mrs,
Kennon is, in most instances, engraved
with the family crest, is of Inglish

CREAM-JUG, SALT-CELLAR, CANDLESTICK, AXD CADDY-SPOON

workmanship, and numbers among the USED AT MOUNT VERNON.
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GLASS USED BY WASHINGTON.

him to buy some of the conch shells which he made into buttons for your coat.” Smiling at
carried in a basket on his arm, and which he his prompt reply, Washington not only pur-
persisted were the only things that he had in chased the shells, but, the better to further the
the world to dispose of. * But, my good man,” advice, took them at once to his tailor, and, di-
remonstrated General Washington, “what recting them to be riveted, ordered a brown
would I do with your conch shells? I have velvetcoat, that their especial usefulness might

no use for them.” “Oh, yes, you have,” came
the ready rejoinder. “ You might have them

#5) AT the request of the editor of

{  TueCextury Ihave selected
from a large collection of sou-
venirs of Mount Vernon left
me by my mother, Mrs. Wash-
ington’s granddaughter, a

produced. I regret that time
does not admit of the engrav-
ing of the portrait of Wash-
ington painted by Trumbull
as a present, and, as the artist
says in his letter, “painted con
amore in my best days as an
offering of grateful respect to
Mrs. Washington.” It is spe-
cially mentioned by Wash-
ington in his diary as intend-
ed for Mrs. Washington, and is the only por-
trait of the General which she mentions in
her will. She bequeathed it to her eldest

=
WASHINGTON'S
DRAV
INSTRUME

few portraits to be here re-

be straightway demonstrated.

Witiiam Armstrong.

II.~.FROM THE COLLECTION OF
EDMUND LAW ROGERS, ESQ.

granddaughter, Mrs. Law. It was her favor-
ite portrait, and was considered by her grand-
son, the late G. W. P. Custis, of Arlington,
the best. It was much admired by the ven-
erable president of the National Academy
when exhibited in the Loan Exhibition in New
York last April, who said that Trumbull was
most successful in portraits of that size— 20 by
3o inches, full length. It is the original from
which the artist made his life-size portrait for
the city of New York. Want of space prevents
an engraving of it on this occasion.

An interesting miniature of Washington—
shown on page 14— was inherited by Mrs. B.
W. Kennon, of Georgetown, D. C., from her
mother, Mrs, Martha Parke Peter, née Custis,
the second of the three granddaughters of Mrs.
Washington. Mrs. Peter was married at the
age of seventeen, at Hope Park, in Fairfax
County, Virginia, 6th January, 1795. Several
months before her marriage Mrs. Peter had
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asked the General for his portrait. He sent
her his miniature accompanied by a letter,
which has, unfortunately, been lost. It is not
known positively by whom the miniature
owned by Mrs. Kennon was painted.

Finding that the request of her younger
sister had been so graciously granted, Eliza
Parke Custis, the eldest granddaughter, four
months before her sister’'s marriage and nine-
teen before her own marriage to Mr. Thomas
Law, wrote the following letter to her grand-
mother’s noble husband :

Hore Park September 7th, 1794.
Dear & Howrp Sik. My Sister’s success in her
application to you for your Picture, gives me cour-
age to make the same request, and as [ have no
other wish nearer my beart than that of possessing

23

GErMANTOWN Sept. 14 1704.

My pear Bersey. Shall I, in answer to your letter
of the 7% instant say — when you are as near the
pinnacle of happiness as your sister Patsy conceives
herself to be; or when your candour shines more
conspicuously than it does in that letter, that I will
then comply with the request you have made for
my Picture ?

No — I will grant it without either : — for if the
latter were to be a preliminary, it would be some
time, 1 apprehend, before #hat Picture would be
found pendant af your breast; it not being within
the bounds of probability that th'e contemplation of
an inanimate thing, whatever might be the reflec-
tions arising from the possession of it, can be the
only wish of your heart.

Respect may place it among the desirable objects
of it, but there are emotions of a softer kind to
which the heart of a girl furned of eighteen is sus-

MINIATURE OF MARTHA WASHINGTON ON IVORY.

(FrROM

your likeness ; 1 bope you will believe me sincere
when [ assure you, it is my first wish to have it in
my power to contemplate, at all times, the features
of one, who, I so highly respect as the Father of his
Country and look up to with grateful affection as a
parent to myself and family.

We are, Dear Sir, at present, in distress, which
must be my apology for this short letter. Mamma
and Patty join me in affection to you with ardent
wishes for your health and happiness, I am

Honrd Sir your grateful

Grand Daughter Eniza P. Cusris.

To this letter General Washington replied
in the following remarkable and most admi-
rable letter, in which he treats of the subjects
of love and matrimony :

ORIGINAL IN THE POSSESSION OF EDMUND LAW ROGERS.)

ceptible, that must have generated much warmer
ideas, although the fruition of them may apparently
be more distant than those of your sister.

Having (by way of a hint) delivered a sentiment
to Patty which may be useful (if it be remembered
after the change that it is contemplated is consum-
mated) I will suggest another more applicable to
yourself,

Do not then in your contemplation of the mar-
riage state look for perfect felicity, before you con-
sent to wed; nor conceive, from the fine tales of
the Poets, and lovers of old of the transports of
mutual love, that heaven has taken its abode on
earth ; —nor do not deceive yourself in supposing
that the only means by which these are to be ob-
tained, is to drink deep of the cup, and revel in an
ocean of love. 2
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ELIZA PARKE

CUSTIS,

Love is a mighty pretty thing, but like all other
delicious things, it is cloying ; and when the first
transport of the passion begins to subside, which it
assuredly will do, and yield— oftentimes too late
— to more sober reflections, it serves to evince, that
love is too dainty a food to live upon alone, and
ought not to be considered further than as a neces-
sary ingredient for that matrimonial happiness which
results from a combination of causes ; none of which
are of greater importance than that the object on
whom it is placed should possess good sense,—
good dispositions,— and the means of supporting
you in the way you have been brought up, and who,
at the same time, has a claim to the respect of the
circle in which he moves.

Such qualifications cannot fail to attract (after
marriage) your esteem and regard — into which or
into disgust, sooner or later, love naturally resolves
itself, —Without these, whatever may be your first
impressions of the man they will end in disappoint-

(FROM MISS PEALE'S COPY OF THE PAINTING BY GILBERT STUART.)

ment, for, be assured, and experience will convince
you of it, that there is no truth more certain that
all our enjoyments fall short of our expectationsand
to none does the observation apply with more force
than the gratification of the passions.
You may believe me to be always
and sincerely —
Your affectionate

Miss Bersy CusTis. Geo. WASHINGTON.

As a pendant to the above letter it may not
be inappropriate to add the following joint
note of General and Mrs. Washington to the
husband of the lady to whom that letter was
addressed, Mr. Thomas Law, whom she
married not many months after the letter was
written. The note is as follows :

PriLapeELPHIA 28th March 1706.
Dear Sik—By letters recd from Hope Park dated
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the 22dinst, we are informed that your marriage
with Miss Custis was celebrated the day before.

On this pleasing occasion we offer you and Eliza
our sincere and affectionate congratulations ; and
vows for the perfect happiness of you both, in the
union you have formed.

Whether here, or at Mount Vernon we shall always
be happy to see you, and at either place, when you
are there we pray you to consider yourselyes at home.

With great and sincere regard we remain

Your affectionate
GEo. WASHINGTON —
MarTHA WASHINGTON.

The miniature of General Washington re-
ferred to in his letter to Eliza Parke Custis, and
given to her by him, is now the property of
the writer, her only grandson.! Itis painted on
ivory in an oval, the longest diameter being
two and seven-eighths inches, and the short-
est two and three-quarters inches. The face
is nearly three-quarters, and turned to the
right; the eyes are blue ; the hair is powdered
and very carefully brushed ; and a portion of
the black silk queue is visible over the right
shoulder. The figure is not quite half-length.
The uniform is the Continental buff and blue;
the cravat is of fine white cambric ; the shirt is
ruffled ; the coat is fastened with only one
button ; there is a vest of yellow cloth; and the
buff collar of the coat is very broad. The
miniature is set in gold ; the back consists of
a gold rim, within which is a broad band of
blue enamel, encircling an oval of brilliants
which incloses the hair of General Washington.
There is a ring attached to the upper end of
the gold setting for passing through it a chain
or a ribbon to hang the miniature around the
neck. The red morocco case, lined with white
satin, in which the portrait is kept, was given
at the same time with the miniature.

In my possession also are miniatures of
Mrs, Washington and of her only son, John
Parke Custis, the father of the Miss Custis to
whom General Washington wrote the letter
and gave his miniature. These two miniatures
of mother and son are in one locket, obverse

COLLAR

AND CUFF BUTTONS.

and reverse. They are exquisitely painted, but
it is not known by whom. They are set in
oval filigree-work frames of gold, and measure

1 This miniature is evidently by the same hand as
that shown on page 17, and is so similar that it has
not been engraved for this article.— EDITOR.

Vor. XL.—4.
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one and seven-eighths inch for the longest and
one and one-half inch for shortest diameter.
Mrs. Washington’s portrait is not quite quarter-
length. She wears a dark-colored dress, and
over it a very fine transparent white lace neck-
erchief; her hair is rolled back, apparently
on a cushion, and powdered ; her eyes are
brown ; she wears no jewels; her cap is of
lace, white, and in three rows of very close

MINIATURE OF JOHN PARKE CUSTIS ON IVORY. (FROM ORIGINAL
I¥ THE POSSESSION OF EDMUND LAW ROGERS.

plaits. The miniature of her son represents a
young man of about twenty with a beautiful
head of hair falling in heavy dark curls on
each side and parted on the left. His coat
has a collar with a broad roll, and is of green
cloth — only the top button is visible ; his vest
is of white cloth or silk, has white pearl or
covered buttons, and is embroidered with a
small red vine running down the front edge;
he wears a white cravat; and the ruffles of his
shirt are of the finest transparent lace.

The little pocket-case of instruments en-
graved for this magazine is of red morocco,
and fastens with a tuck, the tongue of which is
shown thrown open in the engraving. The pic-
ture shows the little ivory scale in the center;
on one side the small pair of dividers, half
brass and half steel ; and on the other side the
little pencil — all just as Washington left them,
and as he used them before the Revolution
when surveying in what is now West Virginia.
The two pairs of cuff-buttons are beautifully
enameled upon gold, and are of oval shape,
the outer band being of white enamel with
twelve minute gold stars; this band incloses
another of dark blue enamel, which surrounds
a center of white enamel on which is a lozenge-
shaped decoration of gold. These were worn
on the cuffs of the General's shirt, while the
third pair, of plain gold, were used at the collar.

Edmund Law Rogers.





