THE LATER YEARS OF MONTICELLO.

URING the sum-
mers of five or
£ six years, my favorite
study, when the days
were fine ones, has
been under the shade of some large trees,
from which, across the valley of the Rivanna
River, and distant about a mile as a wild
bee would fly, I have had a beautiful view
of the rounded slopes of Monticello sur
mounted by the great trees which still stand
around the old home of the man who for-
mulated for us our national idea. There is
something in the air of the country here-
abouts which continually suggests Thomas

into this country, and which still keeps his
memory a dark, luxuriant green.

It was easy for me, with this famous mansion
ever before me, and in this Jeffersonian at-
mosphere, where there is so much to see and
so much to hear of Monticello and its belong-
ings, to bring before my mind the home of
Jefferson as it stood at the time of his death.

We have seen how Monticello gradually
grew to be a spacious and imposing mansion,
but I think it is not generally known with
what pleasure and zeal Jefferson brought his
mind to bear, not only upon the development
of his somewhat grand ideas in regard to a
home, but upon the most minute and peculiar
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Jefferson. The fields and woods around me
once formed one of his plantations; the
friends with whom I staid are his descend-
ants ; I took my evening smoke in an arm-
chair— Paris-made, with little brass ornaments
on the arms— which once belonged to him;
and this paper was written on a small table
with four curious wings, which can be spread
out at the sides to hold books of reference, that
was used by Mr. Jefferson as a writing-stand,
and on which yet remain some blots of ink
which declared their independence of his pen.
Many of the neighboring estates still bear
the names he gave them, some Latin and
some Greek, such as “Lego” and Pan Op-
timus— the latter now corrupted to Pantops;
and here and there on the sides of the hills
grows the Scotch broom which he introduced
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contrivances for convenience and adorn-
ment. He drew plans and made estimates for
nearly everything that was built or constructed
on his place. He calculated the number of
bricks to be used in every part of his buildings ;
and his family now possess elaborately drawn
plans of such bits of household furnishing
as “curtain valences” and the like. Many
of his ideas in regard to building and fur-
nishing he brought with him from France;
but more of them had their origin in his brain.
There were no bedsteads in his house, but in
every chamber there was an alcove in the wall
in which a wooden framework was built which
supported the bed. His own sleeping-arrange-
ments during the lifetime of his wife were ofa
very peculiar nature ; in the partition between
two chambers was an archway, and in this
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archway was
the double bed ;
one chamber was
Mr. Jefferson’s room,
and the other was his wife’s
dressing-room; when he arose
in the morning he got out of bed
into his own room, and Mris. Jeffer-
son got out into her room. After his wife’s
death her room became his study, and the
partition wall between it and the library being
taken down, the whole was thrown into the
present large apartment. Over the archway in
which the bed 1s placed is a long closet reached
by a step-ladder placed in another closet at
the foot of the bed. In this was stored in
summer the winter clothes of the family, and
in winter their summer habiliments. At the
other side of the arch there is a small door,
so that persons going from one room to the
other had no need to clamber over the bed.
In the smaller chamber, when it became
his study, stood Mr. Jefferson’s writing-chair,
which was made to suit
his peculiar needs ; the
chair itself was high-
backed, well rounded,
and cushioned, and in
front of it extended a
cushioned platform, on
which Mr. Jefferson
found it very pleasant
to stretch his legs, be-
ing sometimes troubled
with swellings of the
smaller veins of these
limbs. The writing-
table was so made that
it could be drawn up
over this platform, legs,
and all, and pushed
down when it was not
in use. The top of this
table turned on a pivot;
on one side of it were
his writing materials,
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The se walls are one brick thick. The winding form
is taken for supposed economy of material.
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and on the other was the
little apparatus by which
he made copies of all his
letters. By his side was
another revolving table,
on which his books of
reference lay, or were
held open at proper an-
gles. Nearhim alsostood
a pair of large globes;
and,if he wished tostudy
anything outside of this
world, he had in the
room two long tele-
scopes mounted on brass
tripods. Convenient also were his violins, one
a Cremona, and the other the bass-viol saved
from the Shadwell fire. Besidesthe book-shelves
and the somewhat simple furniture of thelibrary,
there were a number of oddly contrived little
closets, in which were stored his multitudinous
manuscripts. Thereisawriting-tablenowinthe
possession of the family, which was frequently
used by Mr. Jefferson, and which is very in-
geniously contrived. Two of its four legs are
hollow, and in these run rods resting upon
springs by which the table can be easily ele-
vated, the other two legs being also extensible,
butin a different way. When Mr. Jefferson was
tired of writing in a sitting position, he could
stand up, and raise this table to the desired
height. When he wished to use it as a reading-
stand, the top could be inclined at any angle,
and a strip of brass was brought into use to
keep the books and papers from sliding off.
Opening from the library was a large room
inclosed with glass, which was intended for a
conservatory, but was used by Mr. Jefferson
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as his work-room. There he had a work-
bench, with all sorts of carpenter’s tools,
with which he constructed a great many
of the small conveniences he invented.

The house was not richly furnished, al-
though it contained all that was needed,
Mr. Jefferson’s chief attention in the way
of adornment being given to that which
would be permanent;—the floor, for in-
stance, of the large semi-octagonal room
back of the great hall was made of fine
cherry and beech laid in a handsome pat-
tern, and is still in perfect condition.
But many of the visitors of distinction from
this country and foreign lands, who used
to flock to this hospitable mansion, never
saw these beautiful floors, for Jefferson fre-
quently entertained the most distinguished
company long before hishouse was finished,
when the doors were made of unplaned
boards, the floors of loose planks, and the
walls unplastered.

Over the door of the western front was
the clock, which had one face for the por-
tico and another for the hall. I am told
that a clock-maker was brought over from
Germany to make this clock, and another
for the University, and that he afterwards
started a flourishing business in Charlottes-
ville. The weights of this clock, which ran
eight days, were cannon-balls suspended
by chains in the front corners of the hall,
and descendinginto the cellar through holes
in the floor. As one of these balls made its metal plate, on which was painted the day of
weekly journey down the wall, it touched, and the week. There was a weather-vane on top of
turned over, the first thing every morning, a the house, but as Mr. Jefferson did not care to
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go out at all hours and in all kinds of weather
to see which way the wind was blowing, this
vane was connected by a rod with a dial under
the roof of the porch, so that it was only neces-
sary to step outside the door and look up at this
dial to see to what quarter the hand upon it was
pointing. Anothervery curiouscontrivance was
a little dumb-waiter, not more than six inches
wide, which ran from the wine-cellar to the
dining-room, its upper opening being covered
with a movable panel in the wood-work of the
mantel-piece. In this dumb-waiter were two
shelves, each one large enough to contain a
bottle of wine; the butler put these in place
in the cellar, and when the master wanted
them he pulled them up.

Not only in his house, but in its grounds,
Jefferson’s ingenuity gave itself full scope. In
order that every one might take whatever
degree of exercise inclination or thé weather
made desirable, several “ roundabouts ™ were
laid out on the varying surface of the moun-
tain, These were walks or roads which en-
vironed the house, one being of quite mod-
erate length, and not far from the mansion,
while the longest was several miles in extent,
in one part running by the banks of the River
Rivanna at the base of themountain. Here one
could walk or drive around and around, always
amid fair scenery, and sometimes reaching
points from which could behad the most lovely
views of far-stretching plains and mountains.

These grounds were abundantly enjoyed by
Jefferson’snumerous friends, especially perhaps
those from Europe, who were not accustomed
to see art so pleasantly commingled with what
must have appeared to them as the wildest na-
ture. Jefferson was a very systematic man, and
could always be relied upon to appear at meal-
time, but one day dinner was long kept wait-
ing for his visitor, M. Volney, and himself,
who were out walking. Itafterwardsappeared
that the two philosophers had been detained
by the labor of damming up a little stream in
order that they might design a picturesque
waterfall. A portrait of Jefferson by Kosciusko
used to hang in the room occupied by Mis.
Randolph, the oldest daughter, a flattering in-
scription, placed beneath it by the artist,having
banished it from the more public apartments,
What became of this portrait is not known.

The entrance hall, in which stood, very ap-
propriately on opposite sides, busts of Jeffer-
son and Alexander Hamilton, is a somewhat
remarkable apartment. It is the largest room
in the house, and is as high as the dome.
There is a railed gallery in it which connects
the chambers in the upper part of the building.
It has been supposed that there was to have
been a staircase in this hall, communicating
with this gallery: but none was ever built,
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access to the gallery and the upper rooms be-
ing obtained by small and inadequate stairways
in inside passages. The walls of the hall were
adorned not only with horns of elk and moose,
interspersed with Indian and Mexican weap-
ons and implements, but with great bones of
mastodons, and other fossil remains, and with
huge specimens of native minerals. The whole
collection is calculated to produce a very
American impression on a foreign visitor.

Indoors and out, wherever one might wan-
der through the apartments or grounds of this
delightful home, one could not fail to perceive
that the mind or the hand of Thomas Jeffer-
son was at the bottom of everything. He
thought nothing so large or so small that his
ingenuity or his care need not be exercised upon
it. With hisownhands hemadeall the plansfor
the buildings of the University of Virginia,and
he has left behind him the carefully prepared
drawings of a gate-latch which he invented.

Jefferson’s hope that his only surviving
child would be left the mistress of Monticello
was not fulfilled. The times were hard, and,
although after his death all the estates were
sold, the debts were not paid, and Mrs. Ran-
dolph was obliged to leave this happy ¢ Little
Mountain,” which was never again occupied
by Jefferson’s descendants.

The first purchaser of Monticello was a Dr.
Barclay, who was afflicted with the morus mul-
tficaulis disease, and he cut down many of the
beautiful trees about the house, some of them
exotics, for the purpose of planting a mulberry
grove,—the leaves of which were to feed the
silk-worms which were to become the inhab-
itants of the halls and chambers of the Jeffer-
sonian mansion. But his cocoons proving to
be anything but golden, the doctor gave up his
silken dreams and sold the estate.

The next purchaser, Captain Levy, kept the
house in good condition; but the civil war
and the litigations among his heirs, which con-
tinued for some fifteen years after the captain’s
death, had a depressing effect upon the beau-
ties of Monticello. If it had been a modern-
built house it would have gone to wreck and
ruin; but Jefferson built it to stay; and,
although it suffered very much, especially in
regard to shutters, window-sashes, and water-
spouts, and although the terraced walks which
stretched over the two lines of out-buildings
connecting the main building with the pavil-
1ons were destroyed, and were replaced by or-
dmzu‘y roofs, the w hole establishment has been
put in excellent order by the present owner,
a nephew of Captain Levy, and is now as
sound and substantial a country mansion as
it ever was. There is a modern air about its
furnishings and fittings which is not Jefferso-
nian, but the house is still Monticello.
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But Jefferson’s orchards and terraced gar-
dens, the serpentine flower-borders on the west-
ern lawn, to which came yearly contributions
from the Jardin des Plantes of Paris, and the
beautiful “roundabout” walks and drives have
all disappeared ; while in the little graveyard
on the mountain-side, around the simple mon-
ument erected to the memory of the “ Author
of the Declaration of Independence, of the
Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, and
Father of the University of Virginia,” lie the
bones of five generations of his descendants,
in the only ground they inherited from him.

Although Thomas Jefferson died owing
much money, no shadow of debt now rests
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upon his fame. Having no son, his grandson,
Thomas Jefferson Randolph, became, at an
early age, the general manager of his estates;
and, at the death of his grandfather, Mr. Ran-
dolph—then livingat Edge Hill, a large neigh-
boring estate, which had come by original
grant to the Randolph family —set himself to
work to pay Mr. Jefferson’s debts. In this la-
bor of love he was assisted by his daughters,
who established a school, which scon became
a noted one, for the sole purpose of helping
their father pay what was due to the creditors
of their great ancestor. Their efforts were en-
tirely successful, for many years did not elapse
before every cent was paid.

Frank R, Stockion.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN: A HISTORY.*

BY JOHN G. NICOLAY AND JOHN HAY, PRIVATE SECRETARIES TO THE PRESIDENT.

THE BALTIMORE NOMINATIONS,

HOUGH the compact voting

body of the South had retired
=gl from the Charleston Conven-
tion, her animating spirit yet
remained in the numbers and
determination of the anti-Doug-
las delegates. When on Tuesday morning,
May 1st, the eighth day, the convention once
more met, the Douglas men, with a view to
making the most of the dilemma, resolved to
force the nomination of their favorite. But
there was a lion in the path. Usage and tra-
dition had consecrated the two-thirds rule.
Stuart, of Michigan, tried vainly to obtain the
liberal interpretation, that this meant “ two-
thirds of the votes given,” but Chairman Cush-
ing ruled remorselessly against him, and at
the instance of Howard, of Tennessee, the
convention voted (141 to 112) that no person
should be declared nominated who did not
receive two-thirds of all the votes the full
convention was entitled to cast.

This sealed the fate of Douglas. The Elec-
toral College numbered zo3; 2oz votes
therefore were necessary to a choice. Voting
for candidates was duly begun, and continued
throughout all the next day (Wednesday,
May 2d). Fifty-seven ballots were taken in

“ The first ballot stood: Stephen A. Douglas, of
Tllinois, 145% ; James Guthrie, of Kentucky, 35143
Daniel 8. Dickinson, of New York, 7; R. M. T. Hunter,
of Virginia, 42 ; Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, 12;

all; Douglas received 14524 on the first, and
on several subsequent ballots his strength rose
to 15214. The other votes were scattered
among eight other candidates with no near
approach to agreement.*

The dead-lock having become unmistakable
andirremediable, and the nomination of Doug-
las under existing conditions impossible, all
parties finally consented to an adjournment,
especially as it became evident that unless this
were done the sessions would come to an end
by mere disintegration. Therefore, on the
tenth day (May 3d), the Charleston Conven-
tion formally adjourned, having previously
resolved to reassemble on the 18th of June,in
the city of Baltimore, with a recommendation
that the several States make provision to fill
the vacancies in their delegations.

Mr. Yancey and his seceders had mean-
while organized another convention in St.
Andrew’s Hall. Their business was of course
to report substantially the platform rejected
by the Douglasites, and for which rejection
they had retired. Mr. Yancey then explained
to them that the adoption of this platform was
all the action they proposed to take until the
“rump democracy ” should make their nom-
ination, when, he said, “it may be our privi-
lege to indorse the nominee, or our duty to
proceed to make a nomination.” Otherseced-

Joseph Lane, of Oregon, 6; Jefferson Davis, of Mis-
sissippi, 1743 Isaac Toucey, of Connecticut, 234 ;
Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, 1.
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