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more just, and what I call more statesmanlike manner,
according to the legislation that becomes an intelligent
people in a tranquil time.” Mr. Bright contends that,
“if a trade in the,country is permitted by law, that
trade has a right to be defended by law.” The liquor
trade has been permitted, and is now permitted, and
it has a right to demand that it should not be sub-
jected to violent and hasty legislation.” The simple
justice of this sentiment ought to be apparent to all fair-
minded men. If for a long period of time men have
been allowed, without censure of the law, to invest
their capital in any kind of property, that property
should not be extinguished by law awithout giving
them some compensation. At any rate, some time
ought to be given them to dispose of it, or turn it to
other uses. It is quite possible that the people may
come to the conclusion that a trade long permitted
and protected by law is contrary to public morals
or public policy, and may resolve upon extinguish-
ing it, but the interests of the men engaged in it
ought to be fairly considered. Slavery was a great
wrong, and ought to have been abolished ; but it would
not have been right to abolish slavery in a time of
peace by an act of Congress, without providing com-
pensation to the owners of the slaves. Tt might justly
be enacted, as in New York, that all persons born
after a certain day should be free. The liquor busi-
ness should be dealt with in some such manner. It could
be restricted more summarily, no doubt; but some
regard should certainly be paid to the property rights
of the men who are engaged in it.

I am perfectly well aware of the answer that will
be made to these suggestions. It will be said that the
writer is undoubtedly a wine-bibber, probably a “rum-
my,” and possibly in the pay of a Liquor Dealers’
League. What will be charged upon Mr. Bright, I
forbear to predict. But itis easy to anticipate the recep-
tion which awails all moderate counsels in the camp of
the professional temperance reformers, I see that THE
CENTURY has been suffering this sort of violence, and
am reminded of the treatment Dr. Holland received
in his day from the same hands. The following brief
paragraph on the temperance question, quoted from one
of his “Topics, is particularly timely at this moment :

“It would be impossible for any set of men to
manifest greater bigotry and intolerance toward all
who have seen fit to differ with them on moral and
legal measures, than have characterized those zealous
and thoroughly well-meaning reformers who, through
various organizations, have assumed the custody and
management of this question. Editors who have un-
dertaken to discuss the question independently—as
they are in the habit of discussing all public questions
—have been snubbed and maligned ‘until they have
dropped it in disgust, and turned the whole matter
over to those who have doubted or denounced them.”

This extract will show that Dr. Holland, though
dead, yet speaketh in a way that should cause a
tingling in the ears of a large number of temperance
reformers,

Washington Gladden.

More About ‘‘ Law-and-Order Leagues.”

I HAVE read with pleasure the editorial in the
October number of THE CENTURY on “ Law-and-
Order Leagues,” and also E. V. Smalley’s letter on
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the enforcement of law. Your article probably an-
swered his questions, but permit me to add a word
of information, through your columns, with reference
to the work that is being done in this direction,
especially in the State of Illinois and in the city of
Chicago. At the present time Law-and-Order Leagues
are being organized all over the country, and on the
22d of February last a delegate convention was held
in Boston, which resulted in the organization of a
National Citizens’ Law-and-Order League. This
League is now ready to assist any community in
organizing an auxiliary association. I shall be happy
to furnish any information upon this subject that
may be desired. The practicability of the sugges-
tions made by Mr. Smalley has been fully demon-
strated. To illustrate: We have had in Illinois for
ten years a law that any person who shall sell or give
liquor to a minor (without orders from his parents,
guardian, or physician) or to a drunkard shall be subject
to a fine or imprisonment. No effort was made to
enforce this law until 1877, when a Citizens’ League
was organized in Chicago with the specific purpose of
enforcing the law in relation to minors. In two years
the law was so well enforced that the police reports
show a decrease of one-third in the arrests of minors
as compared with the arrests in the two years previous
to the organization of the League. In other words,
the actual number of criminals among boys and girls
was decreased one-third. The law with regard to
both minors and drunkards is now enforced, and our
three agents who devote all their time to the work
report the arrest and prosecution of an average of
eighty-five saloon-keepers every month, and the con-
viction of more than two-thirds this number.

We have about four thousand saloons in Chicago.
Many of them are notoriously vicious places, and their
proprietors do not scruple to further their own inter-
ests whether in accordance with law or not. But so
strong has our Citizens’ League grown in the esteem
of the public, that the Saloon-keepers’ Organization
has incorporated a clause in the constitution of its
society to the effect that no one who sells liquor to a
minor or a drunkard, knowingly, shall be eligible to
membership in this society. It is now not infrequent
for saloon-keepers to inform the League of other
saloon-keepers who are violating the law.

If such an organization can live and do good in this
city, in which the government is almost entirely con-
trolled by the liquor interest; it certainly ought to live
and do much more good in cities less under the con-
trol of the saloon element.

Through the efforts of the Chicago League, a bill
was passed at the last Legislature, increasing the saloon
license from $52 to $500 (license to sell beer only,
$150). This law is now being vigorously enforced.

Yours truly, J. C. Shaffer,
Sec. National Law-and-Order League.
126 WASHINGTON ST. CHICAGO.

A Word about Christmas,

WHEN what was designed to be a pleasure becomes
a burden, it is time to stop and examine it carefully,
and see if it is the thing itsell which has grown to be
such a weight, or whether it is simply an awkward
manner of carrying it. Certainly there must be some-
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thing wrong in any celebration of Christmas which
results in serious fatigue of mind and body. During
the first three months of the year, nothing is more
commonly given as a reason for ill health than
an overstrain during the holidays. “She got so
worn out at Christmas,” or ©She worked too hard
in finishing her Christmas presents,” or * The week
before Christmas she was lired out with shopping,”
are excuses which appear as surely as January and
February come. The question must occur sometimes
to every one, whether all this worry and wear of
heart and hand and brain are really worth while. Is
there not some better way of celebrating this day of
days than for women to wear themselves out in making
or buying pretty trifles for people who already have
more than they can find room for ? Setting aside all
effort of eyes and fingers, the mental strain is intense.
Merely to devise presents for a dozen or more people,
which must be appropriate and acceptable, and which
they do not already possess, and which no one else is
likely to hit upon, is enough to wear upon the strong-
est brain; and when one’s means are not unlimited,
and the question of economy must come in, the mat-
ter is still more complicated. The agony of indecision,
the weighing of rival merits in this and that, the dis-
tress when the article which is finally decided upon
does not seem as fascinating as one had hoped, the
endless round of shopping, the packing to send to dis-
tant friends, the frantic effort to finish at the last mo-
ment something which ought to have been done long
ago, result in a relapse when all is over into a com-
plete weariness of mind and body which unfits one
for either giving or receiving pleasure. Now, when
all this is looked at soberly, does it pay? It is a re-
markable fact that, although Christmas has been kept
on the twenty-fifth day of December for more than a
thousand years, its arrival seems as unexpected as
if it had been appointed by the President. No one is
ready for it, although last year every one resolved to
be 50, and about the middle of December there begins
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a rush and hurry which is really more wearing than
a May moving.

It seems to be 'a part of the fierce activity of our
time and country that even our pleasures must be en-
joyed at high pressure. While it is almost impossible,
in matters of business, to act upon the kindly sugges-
tions of intelligent critics that we should take things
more leisurely, surely, in matters of enjoyment, we
might make an effort to be less overworked. Cannot
the keeping of Christmas, for example, be made to
consist in other things than gifts? Let the giving be
for the children and those to whom our gifts are real
necessities. As a people, we are very negligent in
the matter of keeping birthdays. If these festivals
were made more of in the family, especially among
the elder members, we should not find that we were
losing the blessedness of giving and the happiness of
receiving, even if we did omit presents at Christmas
time. In many large families a mutual understanding
that the Christmas gifts were all to be for the children
would be an immense relief, although, perhaps, no
one would be quite willing to acknowledge it. Some-
times a large circle of brothers and sisters can unite
in a gift, in that way making it possible to give some-
thing of more value, and at the same time to lessen
the difficult task of selection.

Above all things, if you give presents, be more
anxious to give something which “supplies a want”
than to send some pretty trifle which can only prove
in the end an additional care. A little forethought
and friendly putting of yourself in another’s place
will make this possible. In the great world of
books something can be found to suit every taste.
Tlowers are always a graceful gift, and can never be-
come burdensome by lasting after one has grown tired

.of them. There are numberless other things which

can be procured, without a wear and tear of mind and
body which make the recipient feel as David did of
the water from the well of Bethlehem, that what cost
so much was too valuable to be accepted.

Susan Anna Brown.
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The Fool.
From Ivan Tourguéneff's ** Poems in Prose.”

THERE lived a fool in the world. For a long time

he remained content and happy; buti slowly rumors
reached him that everywhere he was held to be a
brainless idiot.
. Grieved was the fool, and began to think how he
could stop these slanders. A sudden idea lightened
his poor, darkened brain, and without delay he began
to execute it.

He met an acquaintance on the street, who praised
highly a renowned painter.

«Mercy ! " exclaimed the fool,  this painter is al-
most forgotten. You donot know that? Tdid not ex-
pect to find youso naif. Vou are behind the time! 2

His acquaintance blushed, and hurriedly agreed
with the fool.

“What a beautiful book I read to-day!” another
acquaintance said to him.

« Beg pardon! are you not ashamed? This book is
good for nothing ; all have long ago abandoned it.”

And this acquaintance also made haste to quickly
agree with the fool. C

“YWhat a marvelous man is my friend, N. N.!" said
a third acquaintance to the fool.

“Why !’ exclaimed the fool, “N. N. is known to
be a scoundrel! to have robbed all his relatives ! Who
does not know that? I pity you!”

The third acquaintance did as the others, and forgot
his friend. Whomsoever or whatsoever was praised
in the presence of the fool, he made always a similar
reply, adding sometimes the refrain, “ And you believe
yet in authorities ?

# Malicious, captious man!® began the fool’s ac-
quaintances to say of him, “but what a head!” “And





