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L
PRAYING TO THE KING.

IN 1699, France, by the hand of her gal-
lant sailor, D'Iberville, founded the province
of Louisiana. In 1718, his younger brother,
Bienville, laid out the little parallelogram of
streets and ditches, and palisaded lots which
formed New Orleans, Here, amid the willow-
jungles of the Mississippi’s low banks, under
the glaring sunshine of bayou clearings,in the
dark shadows of the Delta’s wet forests, the
Louisiana Creoles came into existence,— val-
orous, unlettered, and unrestrained, as military
outpost life in such a land might make them.
In sentiment they were loyal to their king; in
principle, to themselves and their soil. Sixty-
three years had passed, with floods and fam-
ines and Indian wars, corrupt misgovernment
and its resultant distresses, when in 1762 it
suited the schemes of an unprincipled court
secretly to convey the unprofitable colony —
land and people, all and singular—to the
King of Spain.

In the early summer of 1764, before the
news of this unfeeling barter had startled the
ears of the colonists, a certain class in New
Orleans had begun to make formal complaint
of a condition of affairs in their sorry little
town (commercial and financial rather than
political) that seemed to them no longer bear-
able. There had been commercial develop-
ment; but,in the light of their grievances, this
only showed through what a débris of public
disorder the commerce of a country or town
may make a certain progress.

These petitioners were the merchants of
New Orleans. Their voice was now heard for
the first time. The private material interests of
the town and the oppressions of two corrupt
governments were soon to come to an open
struggle. It was to end, for the Creoles, in
ignominy and disaster. But in better years
further on there was a time in store when arms
should no longer overawe; but when com-
merce, instead, was to rule the destinies, not
of a French or Spanish military post, but of
the great southern sea-port of a nation yet to
be. Meanwhile, the spirit of independence
was stirring within the inhabitants. They

scarcely halfrecognized it themselves (there
is a certain unconsciousness in truth and
right); but their director-general’s zeal for
royalty was chafed.

«“ As I was finishing this letter,” wrote M.
d’Abbadie, “the merchants of New Orleans
presented me with a petition, a copy of which
I have the honor to forward, You will find
in it those characteristic features of sedition
and insubordination of which I complain.”

A few months later came word of the ces-
sion to Spain. The people refused to believe
it. It was nothing that the king’s letter di-
rectly stated the fact. It was nothing that
official instructions to M. d’Abbadie as to the
manner of evacuating and surrendering the
province were full and precise. It was noth-
ing that copies of the treaty and of Spain’s
letter of acceptance were spread out in the
council chamber, where the humblest white
man could go and read them. Such perfidy
was simply incredible. The transfer must
be a make-believe, or they were doomed to
bankruptcy,—not figuratively only, but, as we
shall presently see, literally also.

So, when doubt could stay no longer, hope
took its place,—the hope that a prayer to
their sovereign might avert the consummation
of the treaty, which had already been so in-
explicably delayed. On a certain day, there-
fore, early in 1763, there was an imposing
gathering on the Place d’Armes. The voice
of the people: was to be heard in advocacy
of their rights. Nearly all the notables of the
town were present; planters, too, from all
the nearer parts of the Delta, with some of
the superior council and other officials,—an
odd motley of lace and flannel, powdered
wigs, buckskin, dress-swords, French leather,
and cow-hide. One Jean Milhet was there.
He was the wealthiest merchant in the town.
He had signed the petition of the previous
June, with its “features of sedition and insub-
ordination.” And he was now sent to France
with this new prayer that the king would ar-
range with Spain to nullify the act of cession.

Milhet met, in Paris, Bienville, ex-governor
of the province and unsuccessful campaigner
against its Indian foes, who, in his eighty-
sixth year, was fated to fail once more in his
effort to serve Louisiana. They sought, to-
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gether, the royal audience. But the minister,
the Duc de Choiseul (the transfer had been
part of his policy) adroitly barred the way.
They never saw the king, and their mission
was brought to naught with courteous dis-
patch. Such was the word Milhet sent back.
But a hope without foundations is not to
be undermined. The Creoles, in 1766, heard
his ill-tidings without despair, and fed their
delusion on his continued stay in France and
on the non-display of the Spanish authority.

By another treaty Great Britain had re-
ceived a vast territory on the eastern side of
the Mississippi. This transfer was easier to
understand. The English had gone promptly
into possession, and, much to the mental dis-
tress of the acting-governor of Louisiana, M.
Aubry (M. d’Abbadie having died in 1763),
were making the harbor of New Orleans a
highway for their men-of-war and transports,
while without ships, ammunition, or money,
and with only a few soldiers, and they entitled
to their discharge, he awaited Spain’s languid
receipt of the gift which had been made her
only to keep it from these very English.

But, at length, Spain moved, or seemed
about to move. Late in the summer a letter
came to the superior council from Havana,
addressed to it by Don Antonio de Ulloa, a
commodore in the Spanish navy, a scientific
scholar and author of renown, and now re-
vealed as the royally commissioned governor
of Louisiana. This letter announced that Don
Antonio would soon arrive in New Orleans.

Here was another seed of cruel delusion.
For month after month went by, the year
closed, January and February, 1766, came
and passed, and the new governor had not
made his appearance. Surely, it seemed, this
was all a mere diplomatic maneuver. But,
when the delay had done as much harm as it
could, on the s5th of March, 1766, Ulloa
landed in New Orleans. He brought with
him only two companies of Spanish infantry,
his government having taken the assurance of
France that more troops would not be needed.

II.
ULLOA, AUEBRY, AND THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL.

THE cession—a sentence, as it seemed to
the Louisianians, of commercial and industrial
annihilation—had now only to go into effect.
It was this, not loyalty to France, that fur-
nished the true motive of the Creoles and justi-
fication of the struggle of 1 768. The merchants
were, therefore, its mainspring. But merchants
are not apt to be public leaders. They were
behind and under the people. Who, then, or
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what, was in front? An official body whose
growth and power in the colony had had
great influence in forming the public charac-
ter of the Creoles,—the Superior Council.

It was older than New Orleans. Formed
in 1712 of but two members, of whom the
governor was one, but gradually enlarged, it
dispensed justice and administered civil gov-
ernment over the whole colony, under the
ancient “custom of Paris,” and the laws,
edicts, and ordinances of the kingdom of
France. It early contained a germ of pop-
ular government in its power to make good
the want of a quorum by calling in notable
inhabitants of its own selection. By and by
its judicial functions had become purely appel-
late, and it took on features suggestive, at
least of representative rule.

It was this Superior Council which, in
1722, with Bienville at its head, removed to
the new settlement of New Orleans, and so
made it the colony’s capital. In 1723, it was
exercising powers of police. It was by this
body that, in 1724, was issued that dark en-
actment which, through the dominations of
three successive national powers, remained
on the statute-book,—the Black Code. One
of its articles forbade the freeing of a slave
without reason shown to the council, and by
it esteemed good. In 1726, its too free spirit
was already receiving the reprimand of the
home government. Vet, in 1728, the king
assigned to it the supervision of land titles
and power to appoint and remove at will a
lower court of its own members.

With each important development in the col-
ony it had grown in numbers and powers, and,
in 1748, especially, had been given dlscretlon-
ary authority over land titles, such asmust have
been a virtual control of the whole agricult-
ural community’s moral support. About 1752
it is seen resisting the encroachments of the
Jesuits, though these were based on a com-
mission from the Bishop of Quebec; and it
was this body that, in 1763, boldly dispos-
sessed this same order of its plantations, a year
before the home government expelled it from
France. In 1758, with Kerlerec at its head,
this council had been too strong for Roche-
more, the intendant-commissary, and too
free,—jostled him rudely for three years, and
then procured of the king his dismissal from
office. And lastly, it was this body that
d’Abbadie, in another part of the dispatch
already quoted from, denounced as seditious
in spirit, urging the displacement of its Creole
members, and the filling of their seats with
imported Frenchmen,

Ulloa, the Spanish governor, stepped
ashore on the Place d’Armes in a cold rain,
with that absence of pomp which character-
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izes both the sailor and the recluse. The
people received him in cold and haughty
silence that soon turned to aggression.
Foucault, the intendant-commissary, was the
first to move. On the very day of the
governor's arrival he called his attention to
the French paper money left unprovided for
in the province. There were seven million
livres of it, worth only a fourth of its face
value. “ What was to be done about it?”
The governor answered promptly and kindly:
It should be the circulating medium at
its market value, pending instructions from
Spain. But the people instantly and clamor-
ously took another stand: It must be re-
deemed at par.

A few days later he was waited on by
the merchants. They presented a series
of written questions touching their com-
mercial interests. They awaited his answers,
they said, in order to know /low fo direct their
Juture actions. In a dispatch to his govern-
ment, Ulloa termed the address “imperious,
insolent, and menacing.”

The first approach of the Superior Council
was quite as offensive. At the head of this
body sat Aubry. He was loyal to his king,
brave, and determined to execute the orders
he held to transfer the province. The troops
were under his command. But, by the rules of
the council it was the intendant, Foucault, the
evil genius of the hour, who performed the
functions of president. Foucault ruled the in-
surgent council and signed its pronuncia-
mentos, while Aubry, the sternly protesting but
helpless governor, filled the seat of honor.
And here, too, sat Lafréniére, the attorney-
general. It was he who had harangued the
notables and the people on the Place d’Armes
when they sent Milhet to France. The petition
to the king was from his turgid pen. He was
a Creole, the son of a poor Canadian, and a
striking type of the people that now looked
to him as their leader: of commanding mien,
luxurious in his tastes, passionate, over-bear-
ing, ambitious, replete with wild energy, and
equipped with' the wordy eloquence that
moves the ignorant or half-informed. The
council requested Ulloa to exhibit his commis-
sion. He replied coldly that he would not
take possession of the colony until the arrival
of additional Spanish troops, which he was ex-
pecting ; and that then his dealings would be
with the French governor, Aubry, and not
with a subordinate civil body.

Thus the populace, the merchants, and the
civil government—which included the ju-
diciary —ranged themselves at once in hostil-
ity to Spain. The military soon moved forward
and took their stand on the same line, refusing
point-blank to pass into the Spanish service.
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Aubry alone recognized the cession and
Ulloa’s powers, and to him alone Ulloa showed
his commission. Vet the Spanish governor
virtually assumed control, set his few Spanish
soldiers to building and garrisoning new forts
at important points in various quarters, and,
with Aubry, endeavored to maintain a concili-
atory policy pending the arrival of troops. It
was a policy wise only because momentarily
imperative in dealing with such a people. They
were but partly conscious of their rights, but
they were smarting under a lively knowledge
of their wrongs; and their impatient temper
could brook any other treatment with better
dignity and less resentment than that which
trifled with their feelings.

Ill-will began, before long, to find open utter-
ance. An arrangement by which the three
or four companies of French soldiers re-
mained in service under Spanish pay, but
under French colors and Aubry’s command,
was fiercely denounced.

Ulloa was a man of great amiability and
enlightenment, but nervous and sensitive,
Not only was the defective civilization around
him discordant to his gentle tastes, but the
extreme contrast which his personal charac-
ter offered was an intolerable offense to the
people. Yet he easily recognized that behind
and beneath all their frivolous criticisms and
imperious demands, and the fierce determi-
nation of their Superior Council to resist all
contractions of its powers, the true object of
dread and aversion was the iron tyrannies
and extortions of Spanish colonial revenue
laws. This feeling it was that had produced
the offensive memorial of the merchants ; and
yet he met it kindly, and, only two months
after his arrival, began a series of concessions
looking to the preservation of trade with
France and the French West Indies, which the
colonists had believed themselves doomed to
lose. The people met these concessions with
resentful remonstrance. One of the governor’s
proposals was to fix a schedule of reasonable
prices on all imported goods, through the ap-
praisement of a board of disinterested citizens.
Certainly it was unjust and oppressive, as any
Spanish commercial ordinance was likely to
be; but it was intended to benefit the mass
of consumers. But consumers and suppliers
for once had struck hands, and the whole peo-
ple raised a united voice of such grievous com-
plaint that the ordinance was verbally revoked.

A further motive—the fear of displacement
—moved the office-holders, and kept them
maliciously diligent. Every harmless mcident,
every trivial mistake, was caught up vindic-
tively. The governor’s “manner of living,
his tastes, his habits, his conversation, the
most trivial occurrences of his household,”
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were construed offensively, He grew incensed
and began to threaten. In December, 1767,
Jean Milhet returned from France. His final
word of ill-success was only fuel to the fire,
The year passed away, and nine months of
1768 followed.

Ulloa and Aubry kept well together, though
Aubry thought ill of the Spamiard’s adminis-
trative powers. In their own eyes they seemed
to be having some success. They were, wrote
Aubry, “gradually molding Frenchmen to
Spanish domination.” The Spanish flag floated
over the new military posts, the French ensign
over the old, and the colony seemed to be
dwelling in peace under both standards.

But Ulloa and the Creoles were sadly
apart. Repeated innovations in matters of
commerce and police were only so many
painful surprises to them. They were em-
barrassed. They were distressed. What was
to become of their seven million livres of
paper money no one yet could tell. Even
the debts that the Spaniards had assumed
were unpaid. Values had shrunk sixty-six
percent. There was a specie famine. Insolv-
ency was showing itself on every hand; and
the disasters that were to follow the complete
establishment of Spanish power were not
known but might be guessed. They returned
the governor distrust for distrust, censure for
censure, and scorn for scorn,

And now there came rumor of a royal de-
cree suppressing the town’s commerce with
France and the West Indies. It was enough.
The people of New Orleans and its adjacent
river “coasts,” resolved to expel the Spaniards.

IT1,
THE INSURRECTION.

NEw ORLEANS, in 1768, was still a town
of some thirty-two hundred persons only, a
third of whom were black slaves. It had lain
for thirty-five years in the reeds and willows
with scarcely a notable change to relieve the
poverty of its aspect. During the Indian wars
barracks had risen on either side the Place
d’Armes. When, in 1758, the French evacu-
ated Fort Duquesne, and floated down the
Ohio and Mississippi to New Orleans, Ker-
lerec added other barracks, part of whose
ruin still stands in the neighborhood of Bar-
racks street. Salients had been made at the
corners of its palisade wall; there was “a
banquette within and a very trifling ditch
without.” Just beyond this wall, on a part of
the land of the banished Jesuits, in a large,
deeply shaded garden was a house that had
become the rendezvous of a conspiracy.
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Lafréni¢re sat at the head of its board.
His majestic airs had got him the nickname
of “Louis Quatorze.,” Foucault was con-
spicuous. His friendship with Madame
Pradal, the lady of the house, was what is
called notorious. Jean Milhet and a brother,
Joseph Milhet, and other leading merchants,
Caresse, Petit, and Poupet, were present;
also Doucet, a prominent lawyer, and Mar-
quis, a captain of Swiss troops; with Balthasar
de Masan, Hardy de Boisblanc, and Joseph
Villeré, planters and public men, the last,
especially, a man of weight. And, as if the
name of the city’s founder must be linked
with all patriotic disaster, among the number
were two of Bienville’s nephews, Noyan, a
young ex-captain of cavalry, and Bienville, a
naval lieutenant, Noyan’s still younger brother,

On the 25th of October, 1768, the mine
was sprung. [From twenty to sixty miles
above New Orleans on the banks of the Mis-
sissippi lies the Cote des Allemands, the Ger-
man coast, originally colonized by John
Law’s Alsatians. Here the conspirators had
spread the belief that the Spanish obligations
due the farmers there would not be paid;
and when, on the date mentioned, Ulloa sent
an agent to pay them, he was arrested by a
body of citizens under orders from Villeré, and
deprived of the money.

Just beyond the German coast lay the
coast of the *“ Acadians.,” From time to time,
since 1755, bands of these exiles from distant
Nova Scotia had found their way to Louisi-
ana, and had settled on the shores of the
Mississippi above and below the mouth of
La Fourche and down the banks of that
bayou. Hardships and afflictions had come
to be the salt of their bread, and now a
last hope of ending their days under the
flag for which they had so pathetic an affec-
tion depended on the success of this uprising.
They joined the insurgents.

On the 27th, Foucault called a meeting
of the Superior Council for the 28th. In the
night, the guns at Tchoupitoulas gate—at
the upper river corner— were spiked. Farther
away, along a narrow road, with the wide
and silent Mississippi now hidden by inter-
vening brakes of cotton-wood or willow and
now broadening out to view, but always on
the right, and the dark, wet, moss-draped
forest always on the left, in rude garb and
with rude weapons,—muskets, fowling-pieces,
anything,—the Germans and Acadians were
marching upon the town.

On the morning of the 28th, they entered
Tchoupitoulas gate. At the head of the
Acadians was Noyan. Villeré led the Ger-
mans. Other gateswere forced, other companies
entered, stores and dwellings were closed, and
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the insurgents paraded the streets. “All,” says
Aubry, “was in a state of combustion.” The
people gathered on the square. “ Louis Qua-
torze ” harangued them. So did Doucet and
the brothers Milhet. Six hundred persons
signed a petition to the Superior Council,
asking the official action which the members
of that body, then sitting, were ready and
waiting to give.

Aubry had a total force of one hundred
and ten men. What he could do he did. He
sent for Lafréniére, and afterward for Fou-
cault, and protested bitterly, but in vain.
Under his protection, Ulloa retired with his
family on board the Spanish frigate, which
had slipped her cables from the shore and
anchored out in the river. The Spanish
governor’s staff remained in his house, which
they had barricaded, surrounded by an angry
mob that filled the air with huzzas for the
King of France. The council met again on
the 2gth. A French flag had been hoisted in
the Place d’Armes, and a thousand insurgents
gathered around it demanding the action of
the council. As that body was about to pro-
ceed to its final measure, Aubry appeared be-
fore it, warning and reproaching its members.
Two or three alone wavered, but Lafréniére’s
counsel prevailed, and a report was adopted
enjoining Ulloa to “leave the colony in the
frigate in which he came, without delay.”

Aubry was ivited by the conspirators to
resume the government. His response was
to charge them with rebellion and predict
their ruin. Ulloa, the kindest if not the wisest
well-wisher of Louisiana that had held the
gubernatorial commission since - Bienville,
sailed, not in the Spanish frigate, which re-
mained “ for repairs,” but in a French vessel,
enduring at the last moment the songs and
jeers of a throng of night roysterers, and the
menacing presence of sergeants and bailiffs
of the council.

1v.
THE PRICE OF HALF-CONVICTIONS.

TrHE next move on the part of all con-
cerned was to hurry forward messengers,
with declarations, to the courts of France
and Spain. The colonists sent theirs; Aubry
and Ulloa, each his; and Foucault, his,—a
paper characterized by a shameless double-
dealing which leaves the intendant-commis-
sary alone, of all the participants in these
events, an infamous memory.

The memorial of the people was an absurd
confusion of truth and misstatement. It made
admissions fatal to its pleadings. It made
arrogant announcements of unapplied prin-
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ciples. It enumerated real wrongs, for which
France and Spain, but not Ulloa, were to
blame. And with these it mingled such
charges against the banished governor as:
That he had a chapel in his own house ; that
he absented himself from the French churches;
that he inclosed a fourth of the public com-
mon to pasture his private horses; that he
sent to Havana for a wet-murse; that he
ordered the abandonment of a brick-yard near
the town, on account of its pools of putrid
water ; that he removed leprous children from
the town to the inhospitable settlements at the
mouth of the river ; that he forbade the public
whipping of slaves in the town; that masters
had to go six miles to get a negro flogged ;
that he had landed in New Orleans during a
thunder-and-rain storm, and under other ill
omens; that he claimed to be king of the
colony; that he offended the people with
evidences of sordid avarice; and that he
added to these crimes—as the text has it—
“many others, equally just [!] and terrible!”

Not less unhappy were the adulations of-
fered the king who so justly deserved
their detestation. The conspirators had at
first entertained the bold idea of declaring
the colony’s independence and setting up a re-
public. To this end Noyan and Bienville,
about three months before the outbreak, had
gone secretly to Governor Elliott, at Pensa-
cola, to treat for the aid of British troops. In
this they failed ; and, though their lofty reso-
lution, which, by wiser leaders, among a peo-
ple of higher discipline or under a greater
faith in the strength of a just cause, might
have been communicated to the popular will,
was not abandoned, it was hidden, and finally
suffocated under a pretense of the most an-
cient and servile loyalty: “ Great king, the
best of kings, [Louis XV.] father and pro-
tector of your subjects, deign, sire, to receive
into your royal and fraternal bosom the chil-
dren who have no other desire than to die
your subjects,” ete.

The bearers of this address were Le Sas-
sier, St. Lette, and Milhet. They appeared
before the Duc de Choiseul unsupported ; for
the aged Bienville was dead. St. Lette, chosen
because he had once been an intimate of the
duke, was cordially received. But the deputa-
tion as a body met only frowns and the intelli-
gence that the King of Spain, earlier informed,
was taking steps for a permanent occupation
of the refractory province., St. Lette remained
in the duke's bosom. Milhet and Le Sassier
returned, carrying with them only the cold
comfort of an order re-funding the colonial
debt at three-fifths of its nominal value, in
five per cent. bonds.

It was the fate of the Creoles—possibly a
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climatic result—to be slack-handed and dil-
atory. Month after month followed the Oc-
tober uprising without one of those incidents
that would have succeeded in the history of
an earnest people. In March, 1769, Foucault
covertly deserted his associates, and de-
nounced them, by letter, to the French cab-
inet. In April the Spanish frigate sailed from
New Orleans. Three intrepid men (Loyola,
Gayarre, and Navarro), the governmental
staff which Ulloa had left in the province, still
remained, unmolested. Not a fort was taken,
though it is probable not one could have with-
stood assault. Not a spade was struck into
the ground, or an obstruction planted, at any
strategic point.

At length the project of forming a republic
was revived and was given definite shape and
advocacy. But priceless time had been thrown
away, the opportune moment had passed,
an overwhelming Spanish army and fleet was
approaching, and the spirit of the people was
paralyzed. The revolt against the injustice
and oppression of two royal powers at once,
by “the first European colony that entertained
the idea of proclaiming her independence,”
was virtually at an end.

It was the misfortune of the Creoles to be
wanting in habits of mature thought and of
self-control. They had not made that study
of reciprocal justice and natural rights which
becomes men who would resist tyranny. They
lacked the steady purpose bred of daily toil.
With these qualities, the insurrection of 1768
might have been a revolution for the over-
throw of French and Spanish misrule and the
establishment and maintenance of the right
of self-government.

The Creoles were valorous but unreflect-
ing. They had the spirit of freedom, but not
the profound principles of right which it be-
comes the duty of revolutionists to assert and
struggle for. They arose fiercely againsta con-
fusion of real and fancied grievances, sought to
be ungoverned rather than self-governed, and,
following distempered leaders, became a warn-
ing in their many-sided short-sightedness, and
an example only in their audacious courage.

They had now only to pay the penalties;
and it was by an entire inversion of all their
first intentions that they at length took part
in the struggle which brought to a vigorous
birth that American nation of which they fi-
nally became a part.

V.
COUNT O’REILLY AND SPANISH LAWS.

Ox~E morning toward the end of July, 176g,
the people of New Orleans were brought
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suddenly to their feet by the news that the
Spaniards were at the mouth of the river in
overwhelming force. There was no longer
any room to postpone choice of action.

Marquis, the Swiss captain, with a white
cockade in his hat (he had been the leading
advocate for a republic), and Petit, with a
pistol in either hand, came out upon the
ragged, sunburnt grass of the Place d’Armes
and called upon the people to defend their
liberties. About a hundred men joined them;
but the town was struck motionless with dis-
may; the few who had gathered soon disap-
peared, and by the next day the resolution
of the leaders was distinctly taken, to submit,
But no one fled.

On the second morning Aubry called the
people to the Place d’Armes, promised the
clemency of the illustrious Irishman who com-
manded the approaching expedition, and sent
them away, commanding them to keep within
their homes.

Lafréniere, Marquis, and Milhet descended
the river, appeared before the commander of
the Spaniards, and by the mouth of Lafréniére
in a submissive but brave and manly address
presented the homage of the people. The
captain-general in his reply let fall the word
seditious. Marquis boldly but respectfully
objected. He was answered with gracious
dignity, and the assurance of ultimate justice,
and the insurgent leaders returned to New
Orleans and to their homes.

The Spanish fleet numbered twenty-four
sail. For more than three weeks it slowly
pushed its way around the bends of the Mis-
sissippi, and on the 18th of August it finally
furled its canvas before the town. Aubry
drew up his French troops with the colonial
militia at the bottom of Place d’Armes, a gun
was fired from the flagship of the fleet, and
Don Alexandro O’Reilly, accompanied by
twenty-six hundred chosen Spanish troops,
and with fifty pieces of artillery, landed in
unprecedented pomp, and took formal posses-
sion of the province,

On the 21st, twelve of the principal insur-
rectionists were arrested. Two days later
Foucault was also made a prisoner. One
other, Brand, the printer of the seditious
documents, was apprehended, and a proclama-
tion announced that no other arrests would
be made. Foucault, pleading his official capac-
ity, was taken to France, tried by his govern-
ment, and thrown into the Bastile. Brand
pleaded his obligation as government printer
to print all public documents, and was set at
liberty. Villeré either died raving mad on
the day of his arrest,” as stated in the Spanish
official report, or met his end in the act of
resisting the guard on board the frigate where
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he had been placed in confinement. Lafré-
niere, Noyan, Caresse, Marquis, and Joseph
Milhet were condemned to be hanged. The
supplications both of colonists and Spanish
officials saved them only from the gallows,
and they fell before the fire of a file of Spanish
grenadiers.

Against young Bienville no action seems
to have been taken beyond the confiscation
of his property, and his name disappears
from the record with his refusal to be the
bearer of the petition to France in the pre-
ceding October. But Petit, Masan, Doucet,
Boisblanc, Jean Milhet, and Poupet were con-
signed tothe Morro Castle, Havana, where they
remained a year, and were then set at lib-
erty, but were forbidden to return to Louisiana
and were deprived of their property. About
the same time Foucault was released from
the Bastile. The declaration of the Superior
Council was burned on the Place d'Armes.
Aubry refused a high commission in the Span-
ish army, departed for France, and had al-
ready entered the River Garonne, when he
was shipwrecked and lost.  Cruel O'Reilly ”
— the captain-general was justly named.

There could, of course, be but one fate for
the Superior Council as an official body,
and the Count O’Reilly, armed with plenary
powers, swept it out of existence. The cadildo
took its place. This change from French rule
to Spanish lay not principally in the laws,
but in the redistribution of power. The
crown, the sword, and the cross absorbed the
lion’s share, leaving but a morsel to be doled
out, with much form and pomp, to the cadilds.
Very quaint and redolent with Spanish ro-
mance was this body, which for the third
part of a century ruled the pettier destinies
of the Louisiana Creoles. Therein sat the
six regidors, or rulers, whose seats, bought at
first at auction, were sold from successor to
successor, the crown always coming in for its
share of the price. Five of them were loaded
down with ponderous titles ; the a/ferez real or
royal standard bearer ; the alcalde-mayor-pro-
vincial, who overtook and tried offenders es-
caped beyond town limits; the elguazil-mayor,
with his eye on police and prisons; the de-
positario-general, who kept and dispensed the
public stores; and the recibidor de penas de
cdmara, the receiver of fines and penalties.
Above these six sat four whom the six, an-
nually passing out of office, elected to sit over
their six successors. These four must be resi-
dents and householders of New Orleans. No
officer or attaché of the financial department
of the realm, nor any bondsman of such, nor
any one aged under twenty-six, nor any new
convert to the Catholic faith, could qualify.
Two were alcaldes ordinarios, common judges.
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In addition to other duties, they held petty
courts at evening in their own dwellings,
and gave unwritten decisions; but the soldier
and the priest were beyond their jurisdiction.
A third was sindico-procurador-general, and
sued for town revenues; and the fourth was
town treasurer, the mayor-domo-de-proprios.
At the bottom of the scale was the eserzbano,
or secretary, and at the top, the governor.

It was like a crane,—all feathers: A sam-
ple of its powers was its right to sell and
revoke at will the meat monopoly and the
many other petty municipal privileges which
characterized the Spanish rule and have been
handed down to the present day in the city’s
offensive license system. The underlying
design of the cabildo’s creation seems to have
been not to confer, but to scatter and neutralize
power in the hands of royal sub-officials and
this body. Loaded with titles and fettered
with minute ministerial duties, it was, so to
speak, the Superior Council shorn of its locks ;
or if not, then, at least, a body whose mem-
bers recognized their standing as gwardians
of the people and serpanis of the king.

O’Reilly had come to set up a govern-
ment, but not to remain and govern. On
organizing the cabildo, he announced the ap-
pointment of Don Louis de Unzaga, colonel
of the regiment of Havana, as governor
of the province, and yielded him the chair.
But under his own higher commission of
captain-general he continued for a time in
control. He had established in force the
laws of Castile and the Indies and the use
of the Spanish tongue in the courts and public
offices. Those who examine the dusty notarial
records of that day find the baptismal names,
of French and Anglo-Saxon origin,changed to
a Spanish orthography, and the indices made
upon these instead of upon the surnames,

So, if" laws and government could have
done it, Louisiana would have been made
Spanish. But the change in the laws was not
violent. There was a tone of severity and a
feature of arbitrary surveillance in those of
Spain; but the principles of the French and
Spanish systems had a common origin. One
remotely, the other almost directly, was from
the Roman Code, and they were pointedly
similar in the matters which seemed, to the
Creole, of supreme importance,—the marital
relation, and inheritance. But it was not long
before he found that now under the Spaniard,
as, earlier, under the French, the laws them-
selves, and their admiaistration, pointed in
very different directions. Spanishz#/e in Louis-
iana was better, at least, than French, which,
it is true, scarcely deserved the name of gov-
ernment. As to the Jaws themselves, it is
worthy of notice that Louisiana “is at this
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time the only State, of the vast territories
acquired from France, Spain, and Mexico, in
which the civil law has been retained, and
forms a large portion of its jurisprudence.”

On the 2gth of October, 1770, O'Reilly sailed
from New Orleans with most of his troops,
leaving the Spanish power entirely and peace-
fully established. The force left by him in
the colony amounted to one thousand two
hundred men. He had dealt a sudden and
terrible blow ; but he had followed it only
with velvet strokes. His suggestions to the
home government of commercial measures
advantageous to New Orleans and the colony,
were many, and his departure was the signal
for the commencement of active measures
intended to induce, if possible, a change in
the sentiments of the people,—one consonant
with the political changes he had forced
upon them. Such was the kindlier task of
the wise and mild Unzaga.
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VI.
SPANISH CONCILIATION,

Crozat — Law— Louis XV.— Charles I11.
—whoever at one time or another was the
transatlantic master of Louisiana managed its
affairs on the same bad principle: To none
of them had a colony any inherent rights.
They entered into possession as cattle are
let into a pasture or break into a field. It
was simply a commercial venture projected in
the interests of the sovereign’s or monopolist’s
revenues, and restrictions were laid or in-
dulgences bestowed upon it merely as those
interests seemed to require. And so the Mis-
sissippi delta, until better ideas could prevail,
could not show other than a gaunt, ill-
nourished civilization. The weight of oppres-
sion, if the governors and other officers on
the spot had not evaded the letter of the
royal decrees and taught the Creoles to do
the same, would actually have crushed the
life out of the province.

The merchants of New Orleans, when
Unzaga took the governor’s chair, dared not
import from France anything but what the
customs authorities chose to consider articles
of necessity. With St. Domingo and Mar-
tinique they could only exchange lumber and
grain for breadstuffs and wine. Their ships
must be passported ; their bills of lading were
offensively policed; and these ¢ privileges”
were only to last until Spain could supplant
them by a commerce exclusively her own.
They were completely shut out from every
other market in the world except certain
specified ports of Spain, where, they com-
plained, they could not sell their produce
to advantage nor buy what was wanted in
the province. They could employ only Span-
ish bottoms commanded by subjects of Spain;
these could not put into even a Spanish-
American intermediate port except in distress,
and then only under onerous restrictions.

RELICS OF THE SPANISH OCCUPATION.

Vor. XXV.—jo0.
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They were virtually throttled merely by a
rigid application of the theory which had
always oppressed them, and only by the
loose and flexible administration of which the
colony and town had survived and grown,
while Anthony Crozat had become bankrupt,
Law’s Compagnie d’Occident had been driven
to other fields of enterprise, and Louis XV.
had heaped up a loss of millions more than
he could pay.

Ulloa’s banishment left a gate wide open
which a kind of cattle not of the Spanish
brand lost no time in entering.

“I found the English,” wrote O'Reilly, in
October, 1769, “in complete possession of
the commerce of the colony. They had in
this town their merchants and traders, with
open stores and shops, and I can safely
assert that they pocketed nine-tenths of the
money spent here. * * * T drove off all
the English traders and the other individuals
of that nation whom I found in this town,
and 1 shall admit here none of their vessels.”
But he recommended what may have seemed
to him a liberal measure,—an entirely free
trade with Spain and Havana, and named
the wants of the people: “flour, wine, oil,
iron instruments, arms, ammunition, and
every sort of manufactured goods for cloth-
ing and other domestic purposes,” for which

they could pay in ¢ timber, indigo, cotton,
furs, and a small quantity of corn and rice.”
Unzaga, a man of advanced years and a
Spaniard of the indulgent type, when in 1770
he assumed control, saw the colony’s ex-
tremity, and began at once the old policy of
meeting desirable ends by lamentable expe-
dients. His method was double-acting. He
procured, on the one hand, repeated conces-
sions and indulgences from the king, while
on the other he overlooked the evasion by
the people of such burdens as the govern-
ment had not lifted. The Creoles on the
plantations took advantage of this state of
affairs. Under cover of trading with the
British posts on the eastern bank of the
Mississippi above Orleans Island, the Eng-
lish traders returned and began again to
supply the Creole planters with goods and
slaves. Business became brisk, for anything
offered in exchange was acceptable, revenue
laws were mentioned only in jest, profits were
large, and credit was free and long. Against
the river bank, where now stands the suburb
of Gretna, lay moored (when they were not
trading up and down the shores of the stream)
two large floating warchouses, fitted up with
counters and shelves and stocked with as-
sorted merchandise. The merchants, shut out
from these contraband benefits, complained
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loudly to Unzaga. But they complained in
vain. The trade went on, the planters pros-
pered; the merchants gave them crop-ad-
vances, and they turned about and, ignoring
their debt, broadened their lands and bought
additional slaves from the British traders.
Hereupon Unzaga moved, and drawing upon
his large reserve of absolute power, gently
but firmly checked and corrected this impo-
sition.

The governor’s quiet rule worked another
benefit. While the town was languishing
under the infliction of so-called concessions
that were so narrowed by provisos as to be
almost neutralized, a new oppression showed
itself. The newly imported Spanish Capuchins
opened such a crusade, not only against their
French brethren, but also against certain cus-
toms which these had long allowed among the
laity, that but for Unzaga’s pacific interven-
tion an exodus would have followed which he
feared might even have destroyed the colony.

The province could not bear two, and
there had already been one. Under O'Reilly
so many merchants and mechanics had gone
to St. Domingo that just before he left he had
ceased to grant passports. Their places were
not filled, and in 1773 Unzaga wrote to the
Bishop of Cuba that, “ There were not in
New Orleans and its environs two thousand
souls (possibly meaning whites) of all pro-
fessions and conditions,” and that most of
these were extremely poor.

But conciliation soon began to take effect.
Commissions were eagerly taken in the gov-
ernor’s “regiment of Louisiana,” where the
pay was large and the sword was the true
emblem of power, and the offices of regidor
and alcalde were by and by occupied by the
bearers of such ancient Creole names as St.
Denis, La Chaise, Fleurieu, Forstall, Du-
plessis, Bienvenue, Dufossat, and Livaudais.

In 1776, Unzaga was made captain-gen-
eral of Caracas, and the following year, left
in charge of Don Bernardo de Galvez, then
about twenty-one years of age, a people still
French in feeling, 1t is true, yet reconciled in
a measure to Spanish rule.

Vil.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

SIDE.

ON THE GULF

Now, at length, the Creole and the Anglo-
American were to come into active relation
to each other,—a relation which, from that
day to the present, has qualified every public
question in Louisiana.

At a happy moment the governorship of
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Unzaga, a man advanced in life, of impaired
vision and failing health, who was begging
to be put on the retired list, gave place to
the virlle administration of one of the most
brilliant characters to be seen in the history
of the South-western United States. Galvez
was the son of the Viceroy of Mexico and
nephew of the Spanish secretary of state,
who was also president of the council of the
Indies. He was barely grown to manhood,
but he was ardent, engaging, brave, fond of
achievement and display, and, withal, tal
ented and sagacious.

A change now took place, following the
drift of affairs in Europe. The French, in-
stead of the English, merchants, commanded
the trade of the Mississippl. The British trad-
ers found themselves suddenly treated with
great rigor. Eleven of their ships, richly
laden, were seized by the new governor,
whiie he exceeded the letter of the Franco-
Spanish treaty in bestowing privileges upon
the French. New liberties gave fresh value
to the trade with French and Spanish-Amer-
ican ports. Slaves were not allowed to be
brought thence, owing to their insurrectionary
spirit ; but their importation direct from Guinea
was now specially encouraged, and presently
the prohibition against those of the West
Indies was removed.

Galvez was, as yet, only governor ad in-
Zerim ; yet, by his own proclamation, he gave
the colonists the right to trade with France,
and, a few days later, included the ports of
the thirteen British colonies then waging that
war in which the future of the Creoles was
so profoundly, though obscurely, involved.
New liberties were also given to traders with
Spain; the government became the buyer of
the tobacco crop, and a French and French-
West Indian immigration was encouraged.

But these privileges were darkly overshad-
owed by the clouds of war. The English issued
letters of marque against Spamsh commerce,
and the French took open part in the Amer-
ican revolution. The young governor was
looking to his defenses, building gun-boats,
and awaiting from his king the word which
would enable him to test his military talents.

Out of these very conditions, so disap-
pointing in one direction, sprang a new trade,
of the greatest possible significance in the
history of the people. Some eight years be-
fore, at the moment when the arrival of two
thousand six hundred Spanish troops and the
non-appearance of their supply-ships had
driven the price of provisions in New Orleans
almost to famine rates, a brig entered port,
from Baltimore, loaded with flour. The owner
of the cargo wasone Oliver Pollock. He offered
to sell it to O'Reilly on the captain-general’s
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own terms, and finally disposed of it to
him at fifteen dollars a barrel, two-thirds the
current price. O’Reilly rewarded his liberal-
ity with a grant of free trade to Louisiana for
his life-time. Such was the germ of the com-
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the oath of allegiance to Spain. The com-
mercial acquaintance made a few years before
with the Atlantic ports was now extended to
the growing West, and to be cut off from
European sources of supply was no longer a

INTERIOR OF

merce of New Orleans with the great ports
of the Atlantic. In 1776, Pollock, with a
number of other merchants from New York,
Philadelphia, and Boston, who had estab-
lished themselves in New Orleans, had Dbe-
gun, with the countenance of Galvez, to
supply, by fleets of large canoes, arms and
ammunition to the American agents at Fort
Pitt (Pittsburg). This was repeated in 1777,
and, in 1778, Pollock became the avowed
agent of the American Government.

Here, then, was a great turning-point.
Immigration became Anglo-Saxon, a valua-
ble increase of population taking place by an
inflow from the Floridas and the United
States, that settled in the town itself and took

AN OLD SPANISH HOUSE.

calamity, but alesson of thatfrugality and self-
help in the domestic life which arc the secret
of public wealth. Between St. Louis and New
Orleans, Natchitoches and Natchez (Fort
Panmure), there was sufficient diversity of
products and industries to complete the cir-
cuit of an internal commerce ; the Attakapas
and Opelousas prairies had been settled by
Acadian herdsmen ; in 1778, immigrants from
the Canary Islands had founded the settle-
ment of Venezuela on La Fourche, Galvez-
town on the Amite, and that of Terre aux
Beeufs just below New Orleans. A paper
currency supplied the sometimes urgent call
for a circulating medium, and the colonial
treasury warrants, or /liberansas were Tre-
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OLD SPANISH HOUSE ON BOURBON STREET.

deemed Dby receipts of specie from Vera Cruz
often enough to keep them afloat at a mod-
erately fair market value.

Were the Creoles satisfied ? This question
was now to be practically tested. For in the
summer of 1779 Spain declared war against
Great Britain. Galvez discovered that the Brit-
ish were planning the surprise of New Orleans.
Under cover of preparations for defense he
made haste to take the offensive. Only four
days before the time when he had appointed
to move, a hurricane struck the town, demol-
ishing many houses, ruining crops and dwell-
ings up and down the river ¢ coast,” and
sinking his gun flotilla. Nothing dismayed,
the young commander called the people to

their old rallying ground on the Place d’Ar-
mes, and with a newly received commission
in one hand confirming him as governor,
and his drawn sword in the other, demanded
of them to answer his challenge: * Should
he appear before the cabildo as that com-
mission required, and take the oath of gov-
ernor? Should he swear to defend Louis-
iana? Would they stand by him?” The
response was enthusiastic. Repairing his
disasters as best he could, and hastening
his ostensibly defensive preparations, he
marched, on the 22d of August, 1779, against
the British forts on the Mississippi. His force,
besides the four Spanish officers who ranked
in turn below him, consisted of one hundred

LUGGERS IN

THE MISSISSIFPL
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and seventy regulars, three hundred and thirty
recruits, twenty carbineers, sixty militia men,
eighty free men-of-color, six hundred men

AN OLD LAMP.

from the coast (“of every condition and
color”), one hundred and sixty Indians, nine
American volunteers, and Oliver Pollock.
This little army of 1430 men was without
tents or other military furniture, or a single en-
gineer. The gun fleet followed in the river
abreast of their line of march, carrying one
twenty-four, five eighteen, and four four-
pounders. On the 7th of September Fort
Bute on Bayou Manchac, with its garrison
of twenty men yielded easily to the first
assault of the unsupported Creole militia.
The fort of Baton Rouge was found to be
very strong, armed with thirteen heavy guns,
and garrisoned by five hundred men. The
troops begged to be led to the assault; but
Galvez landed his heavy artillery, erected
batteries, and on the 21st of September, after
an engagement of ten hours, reduced the
fort. Its capitulation included the surrender
of Fort Panmure, with its garrison of eighty
grenadiers, a place that by 1ts position would
have been very difficult of assaunlt. The Span-
ish gun-boats captured in the Mississippi and
Manchac four schooners, a brig, and two
cutters. On lake Pontchartrain an American
schooner fitted out at New Orleans captured
an English privateer. A party of fourteen
Creoles surprised an English cutter in the
narrow waters of Bayou Manchac, and rush-
ing on board after their first fire, and fasten-
ing down the hatches, captured the vessel
and her crew of seventy men. The Creole
militia won the generous praise of their com-
mander for discipline, fortitude, and ardor;
the Acadians showed an impetuous fury;
while the Indians presented the remarkable
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spectacle of harming no fugitives, and of
bearing in their arms to Galvez, uninjured,
children who with their mothers had hid
themselves in the woods.

In the following February, reénforced
from Havana, and commanding the devotion
of his Creole militia, Galvez set sail down the
Mississippi, with two thousand men,—regulars,
Creoles,and free blacks,—and issued from that
mouth of the river known as the Balize or
Pass a4 1'Outre, intending to attack Fort Char-
lotte, on the Mobile River. His fleet narrowly
escaped total destruction and his landing on
the eastern shore of Mobile River was at-
tended with so much confusion and embar-
rassment that for a moment he contemplated
precipitate retreat in the event of a British
advance from Pensacola. But the British for
some reason were not prompt, and Galvez
pushed forward to Fort Charlotte, erected six
batteries, and engaged the fort, which sur-
rendered on the 14th of March, to avoid be-
ing stormed. A few days later, the English
arrived from Pensacola in numbers sufficient
to have raised the siege, but with no choice
then but to return whence they had come.
Galvez, at that time twenty-four years of age,
was rewarded for this achievement with the
rank of major-general.

He now conceived the project of taking
Pensacola. But this was an enterprise of al-
together another magnitude. Failing to secure
reénforcements from Havana by writing for
them, he sailed to that place in October,
1780, to make his application in person, in-
tending, if successful, to move thence directly
upon the enemy. Delays and disappoint-
ments could not baffle him, and eariy in
March, 1781, he appeared before Pensacola
with a ship of the line, two frigates, and
transports containing fourteen hundred sol-
diers, well furnished with artillery and am-
munition. On the 16th and 17th, such troops
as could be spared from Mobile, and Don
Estevan Miro from New Orleans, with the
Louisiana forces, arrived at the western bank
of the Perdido River; and on the afternoon
of the 18th, though unsupported by the fleet
until dishonor was staring its jealous com-
mander in the face, Galvez moved under hot
fire, through a passage of great peril, and
took up a besieging position.

The investing lines of Galvez and Miro
began at once to contract. Early in April,
their batteries and those of the fleet opened
fire from every side. But the return fire of the
English, from a Dbattery erected under their
fort, beat off the fleet, and as week after
week wore on it began to appear that the
siege might be unsuccessful. However, in the
early part of May, a shell from the Spaniards
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having exploded a magazine in one of the Eng-
lish redoubts, the troops from Mobile pressed
quickly forward and occupied the ruim, and
Galvez was preparing to storm the main fort,
when the Enghsh raised the white flag. Thus,
on the gth of May, 1781, Pensacola, with
a garrison of eight hundred men, and the
whole of West Florida, was surrendered to
Galvez. Louisiana had heretofore been in-
cluded under one domination with Cuba,
but now one of the several rewards bestowed
upon her governor was the captain-general-
ship of Louisiana and West Florida. He,
however, sailed from St. Domingo to take
part in an expedition against the Bahamas,
leaving Colonel Miro to govern ad interim,
and never resumed the governor’s chair in
Louisiana. In 1783, the captain-generalship
of Cuba was given him in addition, and later
in the same vear, he laid down these offices
to succeed lus father, at his death, as Viceroy
of Mexico. He ruled in this office with great
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credit, as well as pomp, and died suddenly,
in his thirty-eighth year, from the fatigues of
a hunt.

Such is a brief summary-—too brief for full
justice—ot the achievements of the Creoles
under a gallant Spanish soldier in aid of the
war for American indepzndence. Undoubt-
edly the motive of Spain was more conspicu-
ously and exclusively selfish than the aid
furnished by the French ; yet a greater credit
is due than is popularly accorded to the help
afforded in the brilliant exploits of Galvez,
discouraged at first by a timid cabildo, but
supported initially, finally, and in the begin-
ning mainly, by the Creoles of the Mississippi
Delta. The fact is equally true, though much
overlooked even in New Orleans, that while
Andrew Jackson was yet a child the city of
the Creoles had a deliverer from British con-
quest in Bernardo de Galvez, by whom the
way was kept open for the United States to
stretch to the Gulf and to the Pacific.

DAKOTA.

Acarnst the cold, clear sky a smoke
Curls like some column to its dome.

An ax with far, faint, boyish stroke,
Rings feebly from a snowy home.

“Oh, father, come! The flame burns low.
We freeze in this vast field of snow.”

But far away, and long, and vain,

Two horses plunge with snow to breast.
The weary father drops the rein,—

He rests in the eternal rest;

And high against the blue profound

A dark bird circles round and round.

Joaguin Miller.





