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her, exactly as I had seen her work over
many another sufferer; but when they
told us that the wound was necessarily
fatal, that he might live till noon the
next day, certainly not longer, she asked
that T would stay with her during the
night.

And so it came about that, when every-
thing had been done that her hands could
do for him, I was to see with astonish-
ment how deep, how poignant, and how
utter her grief was. I say, with aston-
ishment ; yet who was I to hold that
the major should not have his one faith-
ful mourner? My own heart was torn
with that remnant of Puritanic judgment
which would not sanction the grief that
rushed in upon me, and was pulled this
way and that by choking emotions, and
questionings that shall have no answer
this side heaven; but to her who sat
across from me the great groaning bulk
between us represented all that life once
meant: times and scenes and joys long
gone ; the pretty boy, the playmate of
her youth, the young soldier who was
the father of the liftle children she had
buried under the Virginia sod; the last
pitiful tie to what had been.

In the early part of the night he
talked incessantly : sometimes, with the
light of reason in his eyes, to us; more
often, with that light quenched, to those
we could not see. Like his prototype,

Hamilton Fish. 215

“a’ babbled o’ green fields.” He was
in the Virginia meadows, with his dogs
and gun. He called to servitors, long
dead or dispersed, to bring his horse ;
he smiled at his wife’s bent head, and
patted it, calling her first one name and
then another.

Then the words were fewer, and the
groans were so frequent as to be almost
continuons. His wife slipped to the
floor, and knelt, holding his hand, her
face hidden on his pillow.

I watched the gross, blotched features
fine and sharpen under the chisel of
pain and the chill of death, #ill the face
of the gay and gallant young Virginian
of thirty years before showed faintly
through their clumsy mask, like a fleet-
ing image in troubled water.

His voice lapsed into silence, broken
now and then by a word, a groan, or a
long, sobbing breath. The window be-
gan to shine pallidly with the light of
dawn, and the dawn’s chill breath swept
into the room. T got up to put out the
lamp that its movement set wavering and
flickering. The voice of the dying man
rose as I did so.

“Cold —cold — cold ! ™ he cried.

His wife put down the hand she was
holding, caught the other, laid her palm
against his cheek, and broke into sobs.

And Falstaff had gone back to
Shadowland.

Grace MeGowan Cooke.

HAMILTON FISH.

TaE recent death of Hamilton Fish, of
New York, who was a member of the
House of Representatives in 1843 and
1844, and who sat in the Senate as Sen-
ator from New York from March, 1851,
to March, 1857, calls attention to the
fact that the statesmen who, prior to the
rebellion, took part in framing our laws
are rapidly passing away. Only six mem-

bers of the present Senate sat in Con-
gress before the war began. Of these,
not one was a Senator, and only one
(Mr. Sherman, of Ohio) was elected to
the Senate before that time.

On his father’s side, Mr. Fish was of
English descent. The first of the name
in this country eame to Massachusetts
from England. After residing first at
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Lynn, and then at Sardwich, he removed
to Newtown, Long Island, about the mid-
dle of the seventeenth century. A cen-
tury later, his great-great-grandson, Jon-
athan Fish, established himself in busi-
ness in the city of New York, where he
died in 1779. His son Nicholas, the
father of Hamilton I'ish, was a man of
strong character and of much influence.
He was a soldier in the army from the
beginning to the close of the war of
the Revolution. He was in the battles of
Long Island and Saratoga, and witnessed
the surrenders of Burgoyne and Corn-
wallis. He was the devoted friend of
Alexander Hamilton, was one of the ex-
ecutors of his will, and named for him
the first son born after Hamilton fell at
Weehawken.

The mother of Mr. Fish was the daugh-
ter of Peter Stuyvesant, of New York,
who was the great-grandson of Petrus
Stuyvesant, the last governor of the Dutch
colony of New Netherlands. That part of
the Stuyvesant estate which eame to Mr.
Fish made him pecuniarily independent,
and enabled him to devote himself to the
service of his country.

‘When a young man astains his major-
ity with expectations of pecuniary ease in
the near future, it is too often the case
that he is not disposed to work. Such
was not the nature of Mr. Fish. He
made the most of every advantage that
fortune had thrown in his path. THis
hand was soon felt in the governing
board of Columbia Cellege (from which
he had graduated with the highest hon-
ors) ; in the organizations connected with
the Protestant Episcopal Chureh in his
native eity; in the public libravies of
that city (especially the Astor Library) ;
in other public institutions and charities
of New York; and in the banks, insur-
ance companies, railroads, and other busi-
ness corporations which centred there.
He also took an active interest in po-
litical matters, both siate and national.
Trained in the ways and traditions of
Federalism, he became a 'Whig in the
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natural course of events, and was recog-
nized as a wise adviser and safe leader
of that great party. Ie was not ambi-
tious, in the ordinary sense of that term.
During his long life he never sought
office nor strove to bring himself to the
front. He came there through the pub-
lic sense of his fitness to lead those who
agreed with him politically. As he was
not an orator, he had to depend upon
his sterling character, his great good
sense, and his well-halanced faculties to
take the place of that power of speech
which so often leads to political for-
tune.

In 1842, when he was thirty-four
years of age, he was elected as a Whig
to represenf the sixth district of New
York, in which he resided, in the twen-
ty-ninth Congress. It was a Democratic
district, and was recovered by the Demo-
erats at the next election.

In 1846 he was the Whig candidate
for the office of lientenant-governor, and
was defeated. In 1847 he was again a
candidate for that office, and was elect-
ed. In 1848, when General Taylor was
elected President, Mr. Fish was chosen
to be governor of New York. In 1851
he was elected by the legislature of that
State to represent it in the Senate dur-
ing the thirty-second, thirty-third, and
thirty-fourth Congresses.

‘While he was a member of the Sen-
ate, the Republican party was formed by
consolidating the great bulk of the Whig
party with the antislavery Democrats.
His colleague, Mr. Seward, had been a
Whig. Mr. Fish’s successor was theve-
fore taken from the ranks of the Free-
Soil Democrats. Soon after that he
went to Kurope with his family, and
remained there between two and three
years. Not long after his return the civil
war began.

His great power of organization and
the influence of his character and intel-
lect then made themselves felt nationally.
He was active in supporfing Mr. Linecoln
for the presidency in 1860. He was pro-
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minent in organizing the Union Defence
Committee in New York, of which he
was made chairman after General Dix
resigned to take command in the army.
He was one of the two envoys sent to
negotiate with the Confederates for an
exchange of prisoners, and the suceessful
results of the negotiation were in a large
measure due to him. As this paper does
not aim to be a biography, it is sufficient
to say that, during those trying four years,
few men in private life were more active
than he in defense of the Union, and none
gave to the government a more intelligent
or more directing support.

‘When General Grant became Presi-
dent, it was his purpose to offer the Eng-
lish mission to Mry. Fish. Circumstances
induced a change of mind, and he sent
his name to the Senate for the office of
Secretary of State. This nomination was
confirmed, and it is to a large extent as
a Cabinet officer, as adviser of the Pre-
sident, and as head of the foreign de-
partment of the government that Mr.
Fish is to live in history. In all those
relations his great strength of character
impressed itself upon everybody with
whom he came in contact.

The condition of Cuba at that time
made our relations with Spain most eriti-
cal. The Spanish revolution of the pre-
vious year had created much excitement
in Cuba. Many natives of that island
had greeted it with enthusiasm, as evi-
dence “of the dawn of a new era and a
radical change of Spanish policy.” The
slavery question came to the foreground.
Public opinion was divided upon it, and
all looked anxiously to Madrid to see
what the new government was disposed
to do. DMeanwhile, an armed uprising,
hostile to Spain and favoring the eman-
cipation of the slaves, had broken out
in the eastern part of the island, and
was assuming threatening proportions.
The insurgents. many of whom were
naturalized citizens of the United States,
were endeavoring to excite sympathy for
their cause in this country, and to obtain
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substantial aid and comfort for it. This
was the state of things on the 4th of
March, 1869, when General Grant be-
came President.

On the 27th of that month the Cap-
tain-Geeneral of Cuba issued a proclama-
tion against the insurgents, in which he
said that vessels captured in Spanish wa-
ters or on the high seas near to Cuba,
having on board men, arms, and muni-
tions of war, should be treated as pirates,
and that all persons found in them would
be immediately executed. This was fol-
lowed, a few days later, by another de-
cree, regulating sales upon the island in
such a way as virtually to confiscate pro-
perties of naturalized American citizens.
Each of these decrees was, as issued, ob-
jected to by Mr. Fish on the part of the
United States.

On the 2d of June, 1869, a counter-
revolution took place in Havana, by which
the too liberal Spanish Captain-General
Dulee was deposed. General Dulee was
for the time being replaced by Colonel
Domingo Leon. Political authority was
vested in the Canban volunteers and their
officers. This meant an indefinite con-
tinuation of the state of things against
which the United States was protest-
ll'lg.

Tt would have been an easy, and from
an international standpoint a justifiable
settlement to issue a proclamation recog-
nizing a state of belligereney. An in-
ternecine struggle to the death had been
going on for months in the island, in
which the rights, the properties, and the
lives of American citizens were involved.
The Captain-General, in managing his
side of the fight, had set up a claim to
exercise the vights of a belligerent upon
the neutral high seas. Nothing would
have been easier or more just, so far as
Spain was concerned, than for the United
States to admit this right, and to require
from Spain the observance of the duties
which flowed from its exercise. There
was a brief time when the President con-
templated the possibility of such a solu-
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tion. It was then that. taking a vaca-
tion from Washington, he left behind him
such a proclamation, with his signature,
but without directions to affix the great
seal and the attest of the Seeretary of
State.

Mr. Fish, while conceding that such
a solution might becone necessary, was
of opinion that it was not so at that time.
He regarded it as directly leading up
to the acquisition of Cuba, to which he
was opposed. Its inlabitants were one
half Spaniards, or of Spanish origin, not
speaking our language and not familiar
with our laws. The other half added to
the disqualifications of alienage and ig-
norance of our laws the fact that they
were still in bondage, and would come to
us freshly enfranchised, to increase the
difficulties which the work of reconstrue-
tion was then imposing on the country.
He sought other less revolutionary solu-
tions ; and, with the consent and ap-
proval of the President, found such, and
adopted them. The Spanish minister at
Washington was anthorized to adjust and
settle, without referring them to Madrid,
all elaims and complants on the part of
citizens of the United States as arising.
This continued for about a year. The
power was then withdrawn, and a claims
convention was agreed to, under the
operation of which most of the vexatious
questions were amicably settled. Later
on, in 1873, came the episode of the
Virginius, which was disposed of in a
conference between Mr. Fish and the
Spanish minister at Washington, in No-
vember of that year. And thus we es-
caped the danger of entering into po-
litical partnership with Cuba.

The claims against Great Britain,
commonly known as the “ Alabama
Claims,” were brought to the front by
the rejection of the Johnson-Clarendon
treaty, a month after Mr. Fish became
Secretary of State. In reopening nego-
tiations at London, he departed from the
wellknown views of Mr. Seward, Mr.
Adams, and Mr. Sumner respecting the
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effect of the recognition of the belliger-
ency of the insurgents as a basis for a
claim for damages: and he instrueted
Mr. Motley to say that the President
recognized the right of every power to
determine for itself the character and
nature of acivil conflict in another state,
and to define its own relations to the
parties to the conflict. It is needless to
say that this differed radically from the
views of his predecessor.

Throughout the long discussion which
followed, and all the bitterness which
accompanied it, he adhered to this posi-
tion. He had ever one object in view,
which he pursued steadily until it was
accomplished : to restore cordial rela-
tions with Great Britain, by securing -
the payment of our just claims and a
proper settlement of our other differ-
ences, and to disembarrass us in the
future from the damaging effect of na-
tional claims, founded upon a doctrine
respecting the improper recognition of
belligerency which he regarded as er-
roneous. The judgment of the Geneva
Tribunal was brought about, in no small
measure, by his persistency in adhering
to what he thought to be right. To him
more than to any other man, not only
the United States, but all civilized pow-
ers which acknowledge the obligation to
observe the requirements of international
law, owe this expression of the measure
of national duty and national obligations
from a source which cannot fail to com-
mand respect and obedience in the
future.

Few Secretaries of State have had
to deal with and dispose of two ques-
tions so fundamental and so important.
Mr. Fish’s immediate predecessor, over-
whelmed by the deluge of civil war, was
forced by uncontrollable circumstances
to turn his energies in the direction of
postponement and delay rather than of
settlement. Mr. Marcy established re-
lations with Canada which, had they
been left wundisturbed, would have
brought the question of annexation much
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nearer than it is likely soon to be. Mu.
Webster settled the pending questions
with England in his day by the Ashbur-
ton Treaty. DMr. Clay tried in vain to
find a satisfactory solution of Spanish-
American questions. Mr. Adams and
Mr. Monroe, with the help of Mr. Can-
ning, launched the Monroe Doctrine.
Mr. Madison and Mr. Monroe sirnggled
for ten years with the Berlin Decrees
and the Orders in Council, and then went
to war with England on another ques-
tion, which war was concluded by a
treaty of peace settling nothing. M.
Madison, while Secretary of State un-
der Jefferson, settled the pending differ-
ences with France by the acquisition of
Louisiana, contrary to Mr. Jefferson’s
constitutional convictions. Mr. Jeffer-
son, as Secretary of State under Wash-
ington, had to deal with questions of the
deepest significance. Those who are
familiar with his work under other cir-
cumstanees cannot buf recognize the in-
fluence of Washington himself in the
disposition of such questions by his Sec-
retary of State.

There were other novel and important
questions with which Mr. Fish had to
deal, but which were not finally settled
when he left office. Foremost among
these was the effect of a treaty of extra-
dition.

The treaty of 1842 with England,
known as the Ashburton Treaty, provid-
ed, in its tenth article, for the surrender
and extradition of eriminals, without any
provision forbidding their trial in the
country demanding them for offenses
other than the one for which they were
extradited.

One Lawrence had been extradited
from England on a demand alleging the
commission of one offense. He was said
to have been tried and convicted in the
United States under an indictment al-
leging an offense technically different
from that for which he was surrendered ;
but knowledge of that fact had not heen
officially brought to the notice of the
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Seeretary of State. Not long after, in
February, 1876, demand was made in
the usual form upon Great Britain for
the surrender of one Winslow, * charged
with the commission of the crime of
forgery in the State of Massachusetts.”
To this demand Lord Derby replied:
“Her Majesty’s government do not feel
themselves justified in authorizing the
surrendering of Winslow until they shall
have received the assurance of your gov-
ernment that this person shall not, until
he has been restored or had an oppor-
tunity of returning to her Majesty’s do-
minions, be detained or tried in the
United States for any offense committed
prior to his surrender other than the ex-
tradifion crimes, proved by the facts on
which the surrender would be grounded.”

A long discussion followed, during
which execution of the treaty was sus-
pended on both sides; but it was soon
found inexpedient to continue this course,
and Sir Edward Thornton informed Mr.
Fish, on the 27th of October, 1876, that
the British government had concluded
to continue to surrender, as it had done
before the breach, ¢ without asking for
any engagement as to such persons not
being tried in the United States for
other than the offenses for which extra-
dition had been demanded.”

This terminated the correspondence
on the particular case then in question.
A general discussion ensued with a view
to the conclusion of a new treaty, which
was continued into the next administra-
tion. The Rauscher ease (119 U. S.
407) was decided by the Supreme Court
in 1886 adversely to the views for which
Mr. Fish had contended. The two gov-
ernments, accepting this decision, con-
cluded a new extradition treaty in 1889,
in which it was agreed that no person
surrendered should be tried for an of-
fense other than that for which he had
been extradited. Four years later, the
Supreme Court, in Lascelles v. Georgia
(148 U. S. 537), held that the principle
settled by the Rauscher case was not ap-
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plicable to extraditions made from one
State to another, under the Constitution
and laws of the United States.

A word should be said with regard
to Mr. Fish’s views on the subject of
expatriation, before faking leave of his
work as foreign secretary. Without
going at length into it, it is sufficient to
say that he gave a new dirvection fo po-
litical thought and to executfive instrue-
tions on’ this subject. from which they
have not since diverged. He maintained
that citizenship of the United States, as it
confers privileges, also requires the per-
formance of duties. He held that while
the powers of the gevernment ought to
be exerted in defense of the right of a
naturalized citizen as fully and as potent-
ly as they should be in defense of a na-
tive citizen, yet that naturalization im-
poses duties to the adopted country ; and
then when it is sought only for the pur-
pose of residing in the land of nativity
discharged of the obligations of citizen-
ship there, and without the performance
of such duties here, the naturalized citi-
zen, if he fails to do his duty after due
notice to him, is not worthy of protee-
tion. The Franco-German war gave
ample scope for the application of such
a canon of international law. Holding
these views, he always refused his con-
sent to the appointment of a naturalized
alien as consul at a place within the land
of his nativity.

Mr. Fish had no saperior as an execu-
tive officer. His great ability made it-
self felt in every room and at every
desk. He knew every clerk personally,
and seemed to find ont instinetively their
habits and ways of life, — whether they
were prompt or dilatory, attentive to
work or disposed to shirk it. While
firm in his requirements, he was just to
all under him, and patient in listening
to their grievances. He was rewarded
by their confidence and respect, — per-
haps it is not too much to say, by their
affection.

When he eould induce Congress to
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make the necessary appropriations, he
reorganized the Department of State,
bringing men to the fore whose minds
and hearts were in their work. Over
seven hundred volumes, made up from
loose and unindexed miscellaneous corre-
spondence, were then brought together,
indexed, and bound. Simultaneously
with this he introduced in the depart-
ment, for the first time, a system of gen-
eral indexing, which, as improved by
experience, now enables the clerks fo
find papers without unreasonable delay.

In his administration of the Depart-
ment of State, Mr. Fish anticipated the
reform of the civil service. He in-
stituted a rule requiring an official ex-
amination of all candidates for con-
sulates. Under its operation, a person
named for a consulate was sometimes
found not fitted for the place he sought.
In no instance was the member of Con-
gress who favored him able, conscien-
tiously, to object to the result, when the
written answers of the applicant were
shown fo him.

Mr. Fish had a large acquaintance
among members of Congress. His house
was the scene of a generous and gen-
tlemanly hospitality, never lavish or os-
tentatious, which brought men of all
parties and of all tones of thought into
tonch with him. His influence upon
them cannot be exaggerated. His genial
ways, his polished manners, his strong
character, his wide range of reading,
especially in American political history,
his remarkable memory, and his unusual
power of conversation fitted him to make
the best use of such opportunities.

The same causes operated in the same
way in his intercourse with his col-
leagues and with the President. On all
subjects which affected the general pol-
icy of the administration or the general
welfare of the country he had decided
opinions, which he expressed with free-
dom, and upon which he was always
ready to act.

Fortunately for the country, Mr. Fish
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enjoyed the entire confidence of Presi-
dent Grant, who felt that in his Secreta-
ry of State he had a man of honor, con-
scientiousness, and truth, unselfish, and
with no purposes of his own to advance ;
who had no whims or changing fancies ;
who was devoted to the Dbest interests
of his conntry, and understood those in-
terests well ; who had a elear and well-
educated intellect, peculiarly adapted
by its knowledge and training to serve
the state, and fully equipped for the
performance of every duty of his office,
social, intellectual, or political; whose
large faculties were always at ready
command ; who had unusual habits and
power of work; and who was, withal,
aman of the world, yielding in unessen-
tials, but firm as a rock when duty and
his sense of right dictated. This man
—his personal selection for the office,
and entering unwillingly on its duties
to please him — Grant from the outset
trusted and leaned upon. In all his
troubles — and they were not few — he
never withdrew that confidence. In a
letter from him written to me in Octo-
ber, 1877, after he ceased to be Presi-
dent, he said, * Give my love to Mu.
Fish.” The affection implied by such a
message was fully reciprocated by the
person fo whom the message was sent.
A notice of Mr. Fish would be in-
complete which failed to speak of his
devotion to the Protestant Episcopal
Church. Baptized into that Church in
infaney, and trained in its ways and faith
in childhood, in manhood he accepted
it from choice, and gave up the best por-
tion of his mature to it and its service.
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Throughout his long career he was one
of its most trusted servants. A lay dele-
gate, both in the conventions in his own
diocese and in General Conventions, no
layman had greater influence in its coun-
cils than he. Among its bishops and
clergy he found his dearest friends at all
times of his life.

The general appreciation of such a
character — a character unfortunately
too rare in public life —is shown by
the many positions of trust and honor
to which he was called. In addition to
the political offices already referred to as
held by him, he was president of the Gen-
eral Society of the Cincinnati for nearly
forty years; a trustee of Columbia Col-
lege for fifty-three years; chairman of
its board of trustees for thirty-four years s
a trustee of the Astor Library ; one of
the presidents of the New York His-
torical Society; and a member of the
Committee of the Protestant Episeopal
Church on the Revision of the Prayer
Book. Columbia conferred upon him
the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws
in 1850, Union in 1869, and Harvard
in 1871.

The home of Mr. Fish was a centre
of family affection and love. Without
venturing to intrude upon its sanctity,
it may be said that it was the abode
of education, eulture, and refinement, in
the best sense of those words, allied to
the directness and simplicity of charac-
ter which come from training a gentle
and loving nature in the way of upright-
ness and truth. The influence which such
a home exercised in Washington has be-
come historic.

J. C. Baneroft Davis.



