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SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

THERE is one function of our public
schools which ought not to be overlooked
by those who desire to see things in the
large, to study tendencies, and to mark
movements of progress or retrogression
in our civilization : that function is to
furnish compensations, 10 redress wrongs,
to restore the balance. So near does this
great system, without centralization, with-
out uniformity, come to being the free,
spontaneous, and full expression of the
living organism of the nation that if one
watches any widespread movement in the
public schools, any reform, any new de-
parture which is not local, but sporadie
all over the country, one may pretty
surely see in if an indieation of popu-
lar thought, and not the theory of certain
zealots, or the imposition of some master
hand. For, in the effort of the people to
right itself, the public school is almost
necessarily called upon as an instrument
to effect the readjustment.

For example, the kindergarten is not
merely the demonstration of a philo-
sophical theory regarding the founda-
tions of education : it is a practical mea-
sure to restore to large numbers of little
children what has beer. lost out of their
lives through the pressure of toil weigh-
ing more and more heavily upon the mo-
thers of these children. Given such a
reform of social conditions as shall make
the humblest mother both a homekeeper
and one trained in the lore of childhood,
and it is within the boands of possibility
that the kindergarten should shrink into
smaller compass. Again, the introdue-
tion of manual training schools would
have been an anachrenism when every
boy spent a large part of his time out of
school in the handling of tools, and when
trh& apprentine S}'Stﬁll'l was iIl \-'ogue. SO
also the teaching of sewing, even of cook-
ing, in city schools is an attempt to com-
pensate for the loss of training at home.

In all such cases there is, indeed, a
perfectly natural relation of these studies
to the rounded education of the child,
yet the point we make is that the as-
sumption of the training by the publie
schools is in consequence of the failure,
for one reason or another, of the family
or the industrial society to provide for
such training, as these forces once did,
and may do again under changed condi-
tions. The same may be said of what
is regarded as more intimately and fun-
damentally a part of systematic school
education. What is the meaning of that
most interesting movement, now gaining
great headway, by which enduring and
noble literature is ousting the common-
place and ephemeral reading books from
our schools 7 Undoubtedly a very strong
impulse has been given by the reason-
ableness of the change as soon as the
attention of teachers and others inter-
ested in education has been called to it.
But aside from doctrinal arguments, the
argument drawn from practical experi-
ence has been very powerful. Tt has
been seen that there is a decay in the
habit of strong reading out of school;
that the child who does not find the best
books in his school work does not find
them in his home, and between the two
misses great literature altogether. So the
school comes in to redress this wrong ; it
even gives the child fairy tales and nur-
sery legends, because he hears them no
longer at home ; it goes on step by step
and initiates him into the mysteries of
literature, because in a vast number of
cases the school-teacher is the only priest
of literature.

The incorporation of the best litera-
ture into the regular school curriculum
is leading inevitably to another great ad-
vance in the enrichment of the school.
Formerly, when the reading for an en-
tire course was packed into a mechanical
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series of school readers, the apparatus for
reading was very simple; and as these
readers had little inspiration in them,
they created no want, and no want thus
had to be supplied. But it is the great
funetion of true education to ereate wants,
and the moment books which had inspi-
ration in them found their way into the
schoolroom the want began to be felt for
more books, — for books which took up
the parable and went on expanding and
enlarging it. Therefore schemes were
framed by which the public library should
be made more distinctly an adjunct of the
schoolroom, and for several years the re-
ports of the most active superintendents
have abounded with lists of books advisa-
ble to be read by pupils in school.

Now, great as has been the advance
in the public library system, we are still
more or less under the influence of the
old traditionary view of the library as
a storehouse of books. We have un-
chained books, to be sure, and the great-
est public libravies in the country are,
with few exceptions, lending libraries.
But it is chiefly in the libraries based
upon commercial considerations, like cir-
culating libraries and those of mercan-
tile associations, that readers are regard-
ed as customers, and books are provided
to meet the demand for a great many
of the same kind all at once. In such
libraries, a new and very popular book
is not kept singly, but by the shelf-ful ;
and if ten persons want it on the same
day, nine do not have to wait for the
tenth to read and return it. It is plain
that if all the teachers in the city arve
recommending a particular boolk to their
pupils, and the public library has but one
copy, it is the boy with fastest heels who
will get it, and the rest may wait till he
is done with it.

We have spoken of the public library,
but there is another consideration which
should not be overlooked. Just as the
child is now doing much in the school-
room which under other conditions would
be done at home, so the poverty of the
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home in the matter of books is likely to
force the schools to make compensation.
Indeed, the schools have hastened this
movement by the widespread system of
free textbooks. Once the child bought
his books, and meagre as was the intel-
lectual diet, yet the reader, the geogra-
phy, the history, were his own, and often
constituted the sole library possessed in
his home. Now even this liftle supply
has been cut off, and the city or town
owns the books, and keeps them in use
till they are worn out.

Again, therefore, we' see the working
of this law of compensation as a func-
tion of the publie school system. The
introduction into each schoolhouse of a
collection of books to be borrowed and
read by the children puts the pupils on
the footing which children once enjoyed
when a family collected books as a mat-
ter of course; and, rightly used, such
school libraries will go far toward repair-
ing the defect of homes without books.
It was maintained with some sophistry,
not long ago, in the London Spectator,
that private collections of books were an
anachronism ; that it was as absurd for
a man to buy a book when he wanted to
read, with a public or lending library at
hand, as to buy a horse and carriage
when he wanted to drive, with a cab-
stand round the corner. What we be-
lieve may result from the widespread
introduction of sehool libraries will be the
ambition of one here and another there
to own the best of the books he reads;
and since he can borrow readily, he will
naturally restrict himself in ownership to
the books which he wishes to consult, or
to read again and again.

It is a fact that the number of school
libraries is rapidly inereasing, and that
the interest in them is widespread. Cal-
ifornia, Colorade, Minnesota, North Da-
kota, Wisconsin, Michigan, New York,
and some other States are doing more or
less, by direct or indirect appropriations
and by legislation, to extend systems of
libraries for schools. Missouri has a
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¢ Library Day,” when collections are
taken for school lilraries. In other
States where there Las been no special
legislation, there are communities where
collections of books are provided for the
schools, and where people are making
careful and intelligent studies of the
growing body of good literature for
young people. Publishers are studying
the rapidly increasiny demand for this
kind of literature, anc are causing teach-
ers to be more exacting in their demands.
It is not to be supposed that this new
movement is absolute'y a new one. The
idea of school libraries is an old one, and
was long ago put into practice. If is the
concerted movement and the closer re-
lation to new methods of education that
render this revival of importance,
When Wisconsin? was admitted to
statehood in 1848, a large proportion of
its most influential citizens were vigor-
ous men, in the prime of early man-
hood, from central and western New
York. In their schooldays libraries had
been placed in nearly every school in
New York. The volumes of these col-
lections were excellens in character, and
even when somewhas weighty in sub-
stance had attracted and inspired the
more active-minded and ambitious young
people of the schools, although they had
proved too difficult to interest the small-
er pupils. The influcnce of these men
from New York led to the insertion
of a clause in the constitution of Wis-
consin which provides that part of the
school fund income annually apportioned
by the State shall be used for the pur-
chase of a “suitable library” for each
common school. In the early days of
the State the school fund was small,
and meagre libraries were bought. The
volumes were copies of the books used
in the New York Ibraries, but they
were presented to a different public.
Large numbers of Germans and Sean-
dinavians were plotting the lands of the

1 The writeris indebted to Mr. F. A, Hutch-
ins, Library Clerk, office uf istate Superintend-
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new commonwealth into farms. They
and their children were learning a new
language, and the books of the libravies
contained too many unfamiliar words.
And so it came about that the expendi-
tures for libraries gradually diminished.
The simpler books soon disappeared
from the librarvies first purchased, and
with their loss nearly all the interest in
school libraries faded out.

In 1887 the teachers of the State
secured a law authorizing town officers
to use certain moneys for township libra-
ry funds. These funds were to be used
to buy township libraries which were to
be sources of supply for district schools.
The volumes drawn by the districts were
to be collected and redistributed occa-
sionally, in order to give each district an
opportunity to use,all the books belong-
ing to the central library. The books
purchased for this library were to be se-
lected from lists prepared by the state
superintendent of education.

The first libraries procured under
this law contained too large a propor-
tion of difficult books ; but this proved
a means of securing better selections in
later years. When the town officers at-
tempted to colleet and redistribute the
beoks, they found teachers reluctant to
turn back certain volumes which had
proved of daily service in the schools.
This suggested the thought that enough
copies of such books should be pur-
chased to supply each school. This
change proved so satisfactory that tho
districts are practically obtaining perma-
nent school libraries. The unwilling-
ness of town officers to make the rounds
of the town, collecting and redistributing,
has aided to bring about this result.

Recent lists of books recommended
by the state department of education do
not contain the titles of more than one
eighth as many books as were found in
the first lists. While the law has not
been compulsory, it has secured the in-

ent of Public Instroetion at Madison, Wiscon-
sin, for the interesting facts here recorded.



1893.]

troduction of libraries in more than one
half of the rural schools of the State. It
has induced teachers to buy more books
for school and private use, and has led
them to buy more intelligently. It has
provided more and better libraries in the
city and village schools, and has incited
an active interest in the matter of sup-
plying good reading to young people.

Spectacled

Such a movement as this should be
followed with the closest attention, that
it may not, as in earlier instances, be
started with enthusiasm, and then grad-
ually lose its impetus. We do not think
this will be the history, because, as we
have pointed out, the movement has a
deeper relation than previous ones to the
actual condition of educational methods.
But in order to its success not only
should teachers and superintendents take
a lively interest in the libraries; there
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should be a systematic endeavor to en-
list the intelligent interest of pupils.
That is to say, there should be a certain
amount of formality in the treatment of
the libraries. Regulatious, not too pet-
ty, but looking toward the dignity of
books, should hedge the use. The de-
vices of larger libraries should be em-
ployed, not in the way of incumbering
the administration, but of making it or-
derly. It would be well, indeed, if care
were taken in the choice of editions, so
that the scholarly treatment of boolks by
editors and publishers should stand for
value in the eyes of buyers and users.
In a word, these libraries may well be
made to conduce to the love of good
books in good form, so that out of this
movement shall spring individual re-
gard for literature, and that educated
interest in books which marks a high
degree of civilization.

H. B. Scudder.

SPECTACLED

ORDINARY people are in the habit of
regarding with some misgivings the con-
stantly increasing use of spectacles. In
earlier days, these rather unsightly lenses
were reserved mainly for old age; and
it is not without sadness that the unini-
tiated see innocent schoolgirls and sturdy
schoolboys disfignred with these appen-
dages. We had learned to speak with
some compassion of the spectacled Ger-
man nation as having fallen, perhaps by
excessive tobacco-smoking and overstudy,
into a state of possibly hereditary debili-
ty of sight, usually associated with the
“slippered pantaloon ;” so that the pic-
ture of a whole schoolful of children car-
rying the “satchel,” with ¢ spectacles on
nose,” seems incongruously to mix the
symbols of the extremes of the seven
ages. But we must learn to correct these
old-world nofions.

SCHOOLBOYS.

Mr. Williamson, the president of the
ophthalmological section at the annual
meeting of the British Medical Associa-
tion, recently held at Newecastle, looks
forward with hopeful satisfaction to a
time when, as an evidence of increasing
knowledge among the people and advan-
cing civilization, we may ultimately reach
a position in which “a man who goes
about with his eyes naked will be so rare
that the sight of him will almost raise
a blush.”  The prejudice against glasses
is still so strong that in some cases and
in some public services a man may not
wear them at worlk, even when they give
him perfect sight. But this prejudice
is lessening, and many people are in-
clined to think that the more men learn
of the complexity of the mechanism of
the eye as it is now studied and under-
stood, and the more they recognize the





