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a withered leaf, his arm an infinitesimal
thread.

Sky, that covered him with its cloud-
less arch like a shield, yet dropped hail
and lightning and wild snows upon him
without care or forewarning. A cloud-
less sky for months; a beautiful, sinister
sky ; a mystical, impassive, radiant, soar-
ing sky, whose colors outstretch woods,
whose midday dreams fling shadowy
mocking lakes and cities on the hot sod
to tempt, and lure, and make mad with
longing and despair.

And the wind, — the greatest of the
tragic, marvelous triad. Pushing, persis-
tent, restless, — the wind of the plains.

It has no fellow in other lands. It
dwells here alone. It is hungry, relent-
less, desolating, yet intimate ; sad, sor-
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rowful, anomalous in its utterance, inti-
mate and terrible in its demands.

It has no far-off voice. When it
speaks, it embraces. Its whisper or wail
is in your hair, in the porch of your
ears. It coaxes and threatens like a lover
while its fingers are in your hair, while
its dry lips burn your cheek. You hear
its feet on the short dry grass, its wings
brushing the scattered weeds —then it
is upon you !

It is the voice of the sky, the felt pre-
sence of space. It is the menstruum
of all life, the devourer of all flesh and
blood, the purveyor of earth and sky.

In that close, confiding clasp, it fills
the listener with vague forewarnings of
death, of reabsorption into the mighty
menstruum from which he came.

Hamlin Garland.

IDEAL TRANSIT.

THE ideal mode of transit for men
and their belongings would be one that
was safe, swift, without fatigue, noiseless,
dustless, out of the direct rays of the sun,
with air and light enongh, —in a word,
comfortable in all respects, and cheap.

It is needless to point out that none
of the existing modes of travel combine
all these conditions. We have only to
pass them in review to be sure of this.
Walking is usually safe, but is not swift.
Riding is swifter, but is not always safe
nor cheap. Driving is often very agree-
able, but it is rarely dustless except when
the roads are muddy, never noiseless, sel-
dom entirely smooth except when sleighs
are used, not always sunless, not always
safe, and often it is anything but cheap.
Moreover, whether for walking, riding,
or driving with pleasure, well-built and
well-kept roads are requisite, and these,
especially in the newer parts of the coun-
try, are acquired and maintained only at
very great expense.

Boats are often sailed in with great
enjoyment, and some of them far outstrip
carriages on the road in speed. They
are free from the annoyance of dust,
and can be shaded from the sun; they
glide, and, under favorable conditions,
smoothly. They are, however, rarely
free from some one or other drawback,
such as calms, adverse winds, rough seas,
seasickness, collisions, defective seaman-
ship, smell of tar or cooking, jar or noise
of machinery ; and, except where voyages
are taken for pleasure, as in yachts or
excursion steamenrs, there is often ennai,
lack of congenial company, or else un-
pleasant company, and impatience at the
length of the voyage, whether it be short
or long. Besides, natural waterways
are not found everywhere, and artifi-
cial ones afford pleasure only to eccentrie
persons who find joy in life on a canal-
boat.

Velocipedes, bicycles, and the like are
often swift; they are generally noiseless,
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and raise but little dass; as made now,
they arve far safer than they were but
a little while ago; cnce paid for, they
can, with care, be kept in constant use
at little cost. Perhaps they are the gout
preventives of the futare. But they can-
not be used without fatigue, and they are
not practicable for very heavy persons,
the old, the infirm, the very young, and
those whose personal belongings cannot
be done up in a small roll and strapped
to the handle.

Railroads are our swiftest form of
transit, but they are seldom free from
dust except when elevated, never noise-
less. Traveling on them is said to be
safer, on the average, than driving ; but
their lack of fresh, ecool, dustless, cinder-
less air, and their jar and noise, create
great drawbacks to corafort. The plea-
sure to be had from any of the previ-
ously mentioned ways of travel is gen-
erally felt to be absent from railway
travel. The railway journey offers a
convenient mode of changing one place
and locality for another; few ever ac-
knowledge that they travel longer or
shorter distances by rail for the enjoy-
ment of the thing. The excitement of a
journey on the covw-catcher belongs to
the ultra-sensational in life.

Elevated railways are less dusty than
railways on the ground, and the cars
rarely run over people who do not go
quite out of their way to get run over
by them ; but still they are noisy, and it
is a terrible strain on the legs for most
people to mount to them,

Electric railways may be, nay, often
are, swift ; but if svwift and not elevated,
they cannot be mades safe to those whose
way,lies necessarily, or even by choice
or inadvertence, across their path. This
drawback they share with all surface
railways. The killing of three or four
persons in a day is not an unheard-of
record for the surfoce railways of one of
our cities. Such is the complacence of
some men that a noted electric railway
has received high praise for its thought-
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fulness and generesity in making perma-
nent hospital provision for the persons if
expects, as an incident to its career, to
maim. Electrie graveyards may yet form
a graceful feature of our larger cities.
‘Where electric railways are trolley roads,
there is the further danger from the
falling of the deadly wire when weighted
with ice and snow in winter storms, or
when loosened by any other cause. As
to storage batteries, until they have been
longer and more generally in use we
cannot say that they are safe from the
possibility of applying electricity to their
passengers at some inopportune moment,
under an untoward combination of cir-
cumstances. But the trolley roads are
cheap, and are a distinct advance in
human achievement in so far as they
embody the principle of energy frans-
mitted as needed, — though they suffer
an inordinate waste, — instead of trans-
mitted in bulk or given quantities, as,
for instance, stored up in a steamship’s
load of coal, or a storage battery’s charge
of electricity. They are in the line of
man’s previous great achievements, —
the steam engine, printing, gunpowder,
letters, five.

The flying-machine, to which some
look for the ideal mode of transit of the
future, would be dustless, indeed, and
would be quiet, we suppose; but so far
it has not proved so fully controllable
as to be certainly safe, and for purposes
of general use is ideal, indeed, but not an
immediately realizable ideal.

Is there, then, no immediately real-
izable ideal mode of transit that shall
be safe, both to its passengers and to
those in the streets of cities and in the
roads or fields of the open country; safe,
producing little or no fatigue, silent, free
from dust and direet sunshine, with air
and light enough; in a word, comfort-
able, and yet cheap? We answer that a
slightly elevated electric trolley road, so
little elevated that there would be almost
no fatigue in walking up an inclined
plane or a few steps to reach its car-
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riages, and just enough so that folk can
walk or drive vehicles under it, could be
made to meet all these eonditions.

If the nickel-in-the-slot machine gave
access, by turnstiles, to the platforms,
admitting one passenger at each turn,
no ticket-sellers, gatemen, or conductors
would be needed. If the stations were
at even distanees apart, or even at known
listances apart, no brakemen nor engine-
men nor motormen would be needed.
Each train, or, better still, each carriage,
could have its motor apparatus. Suf-
ficient electricity could be sent along the
rail to carry the train to its destined sta-
tion or platform, stop the train and open
the carriage doors, and then be taken off
until the train, after stopping a fixed
time, be ready slowly to close its carriage
doors and start again. This could be
managed mechanically by contrivances
that telegraphed back any defect in their
action to the central or electric plant sta-
tion. Such details are no more unachiev-
able than many automatic and electric
contrivances now in use. IEven such au-
tomata could determine when not to send
on the train, and as well when to send
it on or stop it, much as pin-machines
throw ount defective pins, or serew-ma-
chines turn the heads of screws to right
or left as needed to fit them neatly in
their boxes.

If the electricity be sent along a stiff
rail, as was done, for instance, with the
intramural railway at Jackson Park, the
swinging wire, with its liability to break
under a coat of ice and snow, would be
gotten rid of. The safety of the passen-
gers would be further secured by making
the floors of the station platforms and the
floors of the carriages on a level, and,
like the floors of the ““ moving sidewallk,”
fitting so close together that one could
scarcely drop a pin between them, much
less get foot canght or fall bodily be-
tween them.

If our electricians should not soon
find a way to dispense with such frequent
power houses as now, yet if a trolley
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road with its frequent power houses is
cheaper than a steam road, the same
would seem true of every like distance
or collection of distances. And besides,
with engineers or motormen or trolley-
men and their attending brakemen, and
the conductors, or their superseders, the
gatemen and ticket-sellers, and their hous-
ing, all dispensed with, the cheapness of
the transit would be indeed ideal. With
the danger of running over people elim-
inated by the elevation of the road, and
the danger from fall of the trolley wire
eliminated by the substitution of some-
thing less liable to fall, like a rail, and
with the danger of collisions eliminated
by having all vehicles on one track always
go in the same direction, continuing on
around the ecircuit to form the home
journey, as in cable roads, safety would
be ideal as compared with the condition
of things under present methods.

With all danger from collisions and
running over people brought to an end,
and all passengers, and even freight, run-
ning at the same velocity between sta-
tions, there would be no limit to the rate
of speed possible, whether this refer to
the rate of speed between stations near
together in a town, or to stations far apart
in the open country. There might be
separate sets of rails for roads with their
stations near together, and for roads with
their stations far apart. Whether the
two might not be combined is a ques-
tion ; but even with different roads and
locomotors for town use and long-travel
use, whether or no under one corporation,
we should not be worse off than at pre-
sent as to such separation of roads, while
much better off in many other ways.

Now as to the rails and the carriages.
How stupid it is to think that we must
always be improving in but one direc-
tion! Doubtless, advantages are gained
by continually making passenger cars
and freight cars bigger and stronger
and heavier, and making locomotives
bigger and stronger and heavier, in or-
der to draw ever longer and heavier
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trains. But the English and continental
European railways find an advantage
in their smaller and lighter passenger
coaches and goods-train vehicles. All big
things have their uses, no doubt, but they
have their drawbacks, also. Big steam-
ers are an immense gain over small ones
in many ways, but not in all ways, as
the Great Eastern taught us. Big om-
nibuses, those in Paris that carry forty
people, drawn by three horses, big street
cars on grip-rope lines, and the like, have
their advantages, their great advantages,
certainly. But on the other hand, not
only has the hansom. the gig, the buggy,
the sulky, each its advantages, but what
a lesson we get from the bicycle, double
or single, of the value also of improve-
ment in the opposite divection, — the
making of things small and light, and
though strong enough, yet not too strong
for lightness and limited occupancy of
space! The parcels that fly in light
cradles, just big enough to contain them,
along the ceilings of our great retail
stores teach a lesson. What a lesson the
tiny elevator, only large enough to carry
two or three lefters or a telegraphic
message or two, that flies up and down
in some great printing establishment,
teaches, as well as the vast elevators in
the Eiffel Tower or some huge twenty-
story building !

What a lesson in the values of sub-
division is also taught by our modern
method, for example, of putting up pro-
visions in small packages! How such
subdivision has led to facilitating distri-
bution, and so to vastly increased use!
What a lesson as to the profits of the
providers of these packages, as well as
to the increased comfort and conven-
ience to the users of them, we learn
from the study of the system! Ttisin
many Trespects a 1nodern innovation.
Once, for instance, each family did its
own slaughtering. People had calf’s-
head soup or ox-tail soup say twice a
year; and then too much of it, and with
great trouble and possible waste. Now
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these things are put up in small pack-
ages, to the great convenience of consum-
ers, and profit to the providers of them.
‘Why should we have on railroads a few
big trains, crowded with passengers, at
hours inconvenient to many of them, in-
stead of numerous small trains, with fewer
passengers, but at more frequent inter-
vals 7 Because of the conductors, the
stokers, the personnel, the engines, re-
quired for each train. But if these are
dispensed with, as suggested above, at
any moment we could get a train or sin-
gle carriage, and go whither we would.

And how light the carriages might be,
especially if, instead of being support-
ed on the rails, they were suspended
from the rails! The difference in the
amount of material needed to support a
weight when hung and when supported
in any other way, the difference in the
amount of material needed to support
a thing by tension as compared with
other strains, is perceived when we think
of the great weight of frame of timber
and iron needed for the floor or plat-
form to carry sixty passengers, a carful,
on a railway, and then remember that
each one of those sixty passengers could
hang himself or herself up with his or
her suspenders or garters. The merest
baskets would carry people, if suspend-
ed; as we have seen proved by the per-
sons carried formerly in Naples in nets
hung under wagons. What a cheapen-
ing of travel there would be through the
saving of force expended, electric or
other, if the weight of the passenger car-
riages were reduced, as it might be if
they were suspended !

Again, as to the fares. In Chicago,
one ean ride, it is said, on one line and
its transfers, some fifteen miles for five
cents. That is thirty miles for ten cents,
or ninety miles for thirty cents. If this
pays with the present methods, whether
because the short riders at five cents
make up the loss on the long ones, or be-
cause there is no loss, then surely, with
the costs for conductors and brakemen
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done away with, we could, by applying
the Austrian radii system, go anywhere
within a radius of twenty miles for five
cents, within a radius of forty miles for
ten cents, or within a radius of one hun-
dred miles for twenty-five cents.

The roads, being elevated, could, by
a little management, be led to pass over
and under one another where they cross.
Being elevated, there would be no cut-
tings and no fillings-in, no roadbed ; be-
neath them the grain might still be
growing. The roads would rest on short-
er or longer columns, rising as needed
at each point of support along the line.
These could be spliced like fishing-rods,
and be lighter or stiffer in section as
the length called for. There would be
better engineering, because inequalities
could more easily be corrected ; there
would not be, as now, roads more costly
in parts than they need be, because of
the expense of correcting surveys and
plottings.

To save fatigue in mounting to the
stations, those in the country could be
at points of least elevation of the road.
In towns, the few steps needed could be
in halfflights that doubled on them-
selves in adjoining buildings, leaving
the streets unobstructed. The platforms
here and there, being only over the side-
walk, would be no more noticeable or
shadow-casting than the awning of the
adjacent store, and the posts supporting
the rails no more obstructive than awn-
ing-posts.

In the country, there would be no fur-
ther use for wide, dusty, rough, ill-kept
roads, but only shaded lanes for eyelists,
for walking, pleasure driving and riding.
How beautiful the country would be with
hardly any signs of travel beyond a few
almost invisible threads winding through
the landscape, supported by their slen-
der, low, dark green columns!

Freights would soon adapt themselves
to this system of carriage. Packages
heavier than a man, which could not
be slung into the baskets as lightly and

Ideal Transit.

813

quickly as a passenger could enter them,
would become rarer. Grand pianos,
heavy machinery, and the fat woman
could still travel by the old lines of
roads. Heavy freights would still go
by them, much as slow freights still go
by the canals.

The suspended carriages or passenger
baskets could be hung from one rail as
well as, or much better than, from two
rails. The speed and lessening of fric-
tion got from the single tracking of bi-
cycles are well known. Possibly one col-
umn could support a pair of branches
at its top which would carry the two
rails, one for going and the other for re-
turning, as has been already suggested
by engineers. And why should carriages
be sowide? The narrower, the lighter.
We might go in single file, with proba-
ble advantage in construction, weight,
and speed. But as man is a social ani-
mal, and, since Eden, has had a liking
for travel in pairs, the gig, the buggy
with its seat for two, might be our en-
sample in this respect.

Then as to night travel. I am shoot-
ing from Chicago to New York without
stopping. I have paid for a compart-
ment or basket; whether by itself, or
one of a train, matters not. All go the
same way, all at the same rate of speed ;
all maintain the same nearness of dis-
tance from one another fixed at the
start. My basket would hold four per-
sons seated as in a landau, two on the
back seat and two facing them. But I
am alone. I have paid for the four seats.
At five hundred miles for a dollar, it
is not so very expensive an indulgence.
Night comes on. I turn down a stra-
pontin, such as is sometimes found in
aisles of theatres. It has been turned
up out of the way against the side of the
carriage opposite the side entered. Of
course the baskets can be entered only
from the side, and from but one side,
that which is opposite the rail-supporting
columns of the road. The side of the
carriage opposite the entrance to it is
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protected with wire netting, so that no
one can lose his limb or his head by pro-
jecting it from the cairiage on that side.
The strapontin, when turned down, fills
the space between the two seats next the
wire netting. The end of the front cush-
ion pulls around over it. I have now a
mattress where I can lie at full length.
I pull out a pillow, and perhaps a blan-
ket, from under one of the seats. There
may be a washing apparatus under the
other. I lower the curtains, say of lea-
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ther, like those of a traveling carriage,
or house-cart, or gypsy van. I no more
need a negro porter to perform these
offices than I do to raise or lower the
window, or otherwise make myself com-
fortable in my own coupé or brougham
as I drive in the Park.

The air is delicious. T have as little
or as much of it as I like, and no dust,
no smoke, no noise. It costs but little.
And whether T wake or sleep, it is an
Ideal Transit.

DEMOCRACY

Ix the evolution of democracy in
America, two large processes were to be
worked out, — the utilization of the re-
sources of nature, and the organization
of civil affairs by means of a govern-
ment adapted to such a country as ours.
The industrial process has been coirdi-
nated with the civil, and democracy in
America is the result.  In Europe, since
the heraldic summons of the Reforma-
tion, which eame hard after the Colum-
bian voyages, and in America, after the
first quarter of the seventeenth century,
the prineiples of government have shown
a democratic application. It might be
expected that Europe would anticipate
America ; that in the deep mine of Indo-
European experience there should be
worked out some of the principles of
civil society as defined more clearly by
modern tests. But ‘n that process the
toiler in the mine might miss the prin-
ciples, though contributing by his labor
to its definition in & later state of soci-
ety, organized upon such an industrial
and ecivil basis as has been built upon in
America. The thought of More, of
Milton and of Locke, of Montesquien
and of Penn, generalized upon the labor
done in that mine, and grew into politi-
cal systems, which, though differing from
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one another as their authors, agreed in
placing a free man at the centre. It
was too soon to find in any political sys-
tem that modern correlative, free la-
bor. The eontradiction was sophistically
avoided by denying manhood to the
slave. The slave was a beast of bur-
den. Tt is the function of the politi-
cal philosopher, in the social economy,
to anticipate results. Thought outruns
performance. So Montesquieu antici-
pates the democracy of to-day, Hume
anticipates the French Revolution, and
Franklin the modern age of administra-
tion in government. Franklin finds the
theory of the state made up, and he de-
votes himself to the next problem, —its
administration. At times, from the close
of the seventeenth to the close of the
eighteenth century, the theory of the
state was set forth. That definition re-
mains in the dictionary of politics es-
sentially unchanged, save as it has been
modified by another century’s experi-
ence. It was arrived at by successive
processes in the evolution of democracy.
Its elements are the individual, and that
aggregate of individuals which we call
the community : the one, and the many,
and the many includes that one.

The history of that definition is a



